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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is (A v date of birth is | N 173. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My parents separated when | was four. My mum met a new partner. He was an
alcoholic and he could be quite violent. We all lived together in Whitfield in Dundee. |
have one younger sister called ||l who is two and a half years younger than
me.

My mum'’s partner used to leave us to be looked after by people when my mum was
working. | was abused by my uncle and two strangers. My uncle was called-
- | was around five when it started and it continued up until | was nine. It
could happen up to three or four times every week. | have shut a lot of the details
out. My uncle is dead now. | don’t know the names of the other two people who

abused me.

| went to three different primary schools in Dundee. | went to St Matthew’s for a few
months. We moved and | then went to St Peter and Paul's until | was in Primary Six.
After that | went to St Clement'’s for Primary Six and Seven.
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There were two dormitories for the girls in the main building. The dormitory had six
beds. The older girls were in my dormitory. There were six of us. The girls were of
mixed ability. The younger girls were in the other dormitory. The girls were aged
eleven or twelve up to fifteen or sixteen. The dormitory had sinks in it. There were
two beds at the top of the dormitory which were separated by a wardrobe, a chest of
drawers and a desk.

My mum and | were taken to the ‘day room’ on the girls’ floor. My mum stayed until it

was time for me to go to class.

The dormitory took a bit of getting used to. | was in the bed next to [SEJ} She was in
my class and she was two months older than me. [§Sal] was from Wick. The other
four girls had different needs, they didn't just have visual impairment, they had
learning delays too. One of the girls called -was very child-like although she
was older than us. She was eighteen. She could become quite violent when she
went into a mood. We had to run and hide when she went off on one. The staff would
have come and pin her down until she calmed down. There was another girl called
- had who had learning delays. We used to argue and have pillow fights. She
was quite strong and feisty. [l had cerebral paisy and [} had
educational delays. The staff would come in and out of the dormitory but they would
always knock before coming in.

Staff

Fiona Gilchrist was the head of the girl’s floor. | didn’t get on with her. She was in
charge of the other three housemistresses and the Community Service Volunteer.
There was a Norwegian housemistress called Sue. | can't remember her second
name but she was nice. There was also Kerry Redpath and | can’t remember
[R&W s second name. | didn't get on with her.

| can't remember the Community Service Volunteer's name but she was lovely.
Sometimes she helped in the classroom and other times she did other activities in

the house. | can’t remember how many nights she worked on the floor. She also
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School

They thought that it would be better if | re-did third year of school because it was all
different subjects from the ones | had been taught at my last school and it would also
give me a chance to do braille. However, the teachers changed their minds after two
weeks and put me back into fourth year.

We used to finish school at four o’clock.
Leisure time

There was a lot going on. We had planned activities every night. Volunteers would
come from Edinburgh University to do different activities with us. There were
brownies, rainbows, guides, rangers and scouts. On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays there were activities. On Wednesdays, we went to the Commonwealth
swimming pool in the mini-bus. | was made to go to Rangers because they didn’t
want me on the floor on my own. | had no choice. | think that was the Thursday night.
| didn’t really enjoy it.

| used to sometimes to go out to the shops at the Cameron Toll or we’'d go to visit
other friends outside the school. | went home every weekend. Some of the others
from further afield went home every second week.

Trips / Holidays

We had sports trips and did competitions. | went to Lincolnshire and Coventry for
athletic competitions. | also went to Glenrothes for swimming. We had the national
blind reading competition in Glasgow. We went to Abernethy Barcaple once too.

We went to the Blind school in Paris twice. | was fifteen the first time and seventeen
the second time. | was picked to go twice because | was still doing French. The first

time | went with [l [ I <l Ve were all studying French. There
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Discipline

You would get sent to your dormitory or maybe get isolation at prep time. You would
be punished for breaking rules or for not doing what you were supposed to. You
might not be allowed to go out to the chip shop. Sometimes you might have asked
the staff to go and they had said no but you still went anyway. We would be
disciplined for things like that. It might mean that there would be a longer period of

time that you weren't allowed to go to the shops.

We had a time that we were to back in the hostel. If you weren't in at that time then
you would be grounded. | think it was quarter to ten and we had to be in bed by
quarter past.

Some of the staff could be quite abusive to the pupils. The staff were very young. |
remember used to take the micky out of one of the girls,- They would
call the girls disgusting and lazy. It would be if they had leaked their periods in their
underwear or on the bed or something. They would tell them to get in and get
washed. It was quite degrading in some ways. The staff weren't trained. It was only
when we were leaving that the staff were starting get training. The house-parents
didn’t have any qualifications or training.

| left the girl's floor after Easter to go into the girl's hostel. | was fifteen. | enjoyed
being away from the school. The girls’ hostel was in Fountainblow Drive. It was
about a ten minute walk away from the main building. The other hostel was in West
Mayfield. At the start of fifth year, the girl’s hostel closed and joined with the boys’
hostel. They made the decision because the pupil numbers with visual impairment
were falling.

| was in the hostel for three years. There were ten of us. There were five girls and
five boys. We were all sixteen to eighteen. We had a room upstairs for the girls that
we could have coffee and tea making in. It had a TV in it so we didn't have to be
down with the boys if we didn’t want to. There was a pool table in the dining room
downstairs and a big piano.
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She told me that she was going to inform my mum. | was petrified. My mum would’ve
been so angry with me. | thought | was going to get a walloping off of her and taken
out of the school.

Later on that day in prep, another pupil, ||| G started to aviz |

about what happened. He told him that it wasn’t fair that | was in a state and that
they should tell the truth. [Jfladmitted what had really happened to Mrs Thomson. |
didn’t even get an apology. She didn’t say anything. It always made me feel angry.

A while later | discovered that they'd both done it again in another dormitory. One of
the girls told me so | told the member of staff. They both ended up suspended
and they were taken home for a few days. They came back to the school after a
week or two. [JJfJwas moved to the hostel and allocated a night nurse who
patrolled all night. It wasn't mentioned again.

One day | ended up calling David a paedophile. | was called into Mrs Thomson’s
office. She told me to apologise to him but | refused. | knew that other children were
being abused. | would see him with his arms around some of the other girls. One girl
would have been about twelve but mentally she was about eight or nine years old.

The other children were reaching out for help. It was being spoken about amongst
the pupils. David didn’t hide it one bit, he was bragging about it. He would strut
around the school like a peacock.

| tried to just blank him out over the years and just got on with it. | wasn’t in David’s
class again until the last year because | repeated sixth year. | had my own life out of
the school by then. and | would spend a lot of time out of the school to avoid
him. He would try to belittle me and play mind games so | avoided him as much as
possible. | was disgusted by him.

It didn’t fully register how awful it actually was until after | left school and got older

and looked back on it. My anger was partly with Alison Thomson because she was in
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Lessons to be learned

| think things have changed because staff are qualified and vetted now. Parents
have to be able to trust people who are in jobs looking after their children. It is
important for children who have been abused to know that it wasn'’t their fault and
that they shouldn’'t blame themselves for not reporting what they might have known
was happening to others. These people were entrusted to look after and supervise
children.

| think things have improved in the care system but there is still a lot to be done.
There is still a stigma for people who have been abused and there is shame
associated with it. | also think that more money should be put into psychiatric

services in the NHS. In my view, Cognitive Behavioural Therapy and other
treatments for child related trauma should be more accessible.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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