Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KWY

Support person present: Yes

My name is [SAMI anc ' was known by the same name at school. My
date of birth is||| | 1965. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in || /<< | then lived with my mum, [Jjjjjj and
dad, | My parents were born in [Jijbut moved to [ oot

married and had me and then my brother |l who is two years younger than me.
My dad worked in 2| llllland my mum worked a lot too.

My mum and dad were both hearing and didn’'t know anything about being deaf. When
they knew | was deaf they asked their GP for advice, who suggested taking the oralist
approach. This involved me learning to lip read and use my voice. My parents were
seeing and hearing different information saying that the oral route was the best and
most appropriate, so that’s the route that they decided to take for me. They insisted
that | wore hearing aids but they didn’t help at all.

When | was three we moved back to Scotland because my grandmother and
grandfather were very poorly. When we moved back we stayed with them a lot and

they relied on us quite a bit. My dad was working in the factory for a ||| | G

From the age of three, to fifteen and a half, | lived and went to school in Scotland. My

mum and my grandmother did a bit of research about where the best school was for
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16.

.

18.

The Sisters were on a rota and switched about. The teachers went home but the
Sisters were always there. There were also two staff there who were residential staff
and they would take turn about looking after us. | liked those two women, they were
normal workers, not nuns. They were young women, maybe in their early twenties. |
remember one had long brown beautiful hair and the other had blond, ginger hair.
They would stay overnight and then leave at about 8:00 am when we went to school.

The Sisters stayed overnight in the residential building.

The Sisters all had the same nuns’ uniform that framed their face and you could only
see a small bit of their hair colour under their habit. The older women were different
as they had a white cover that came down over their face and they were a bit nicer. |
remember a Sister Jfjvho was my favourite Sister. When | was about seven or
eight | asked her if | could see her hair. | begged to see her hair so she took me into a
room and said | wasn't to tell the head Sister and she took off her habit and | got the
fright of my life. Her hair was clipped all over, like in a concentration camp. It was short
like she’d done it herself; it was horrible. | wasn’t allowed to tell anyone about it but |
always remember that she did that for me.

There was an older woman who would shake your hand quite exuberantly and that
always used to make us laugh and we'd queue up to shake this Sister's hand. |
remember a Sister [gull too. She was very strict and very tough. We just used to
refer to them as “Sister” and I'm really not sure of names as | missed so much as |

couldn't understand them.

At St Vincent’s there was very little sign language used, it was all oral and lip-reading
communication. Some children were allowed to use sign language and that was
because their parents wanted them to. My parents wanted me to lip read so that was
where part of the problem lay too. | tried my best to understand what they were saying
but a lot of the time | was just nodding along as though | knew what they were saying.
| would sometimes ask one of the hard of hearing kids what was being said as they
were better at picking it up and they would tell me.















43.

44,

45.

46.

confusing as some would let you sign and others wouldn’t. | would rather have used

sign language as using the oral method made me very stressed and nervous.

We would have lessons where we had to follow a book and it was like an assessment
of sorts. It would be one to one with Sister or another Sister, and | just
remember feeling so nervous having to do this because | wasn’t allowed to sign and
had to use my voice. | can't remember exactly what | had to say and whether | had a
good voice or not, but she would just sit and listen to me and say, “Very good, you can
go”. | wouldn't say we had to do that everyday but we had that special book and they
just wanted us to perfect our voices. | felt like it was something | had to pass and | was
always glad when it was over. | was worried that if | got something wrong, I'd be

punished.

We had these big headphones too and that was to help with speech. They were like
music headphones and the idea behind it was to encourage us to pick up and use
speech. There was sound coming through the headphones and it would say letter
sounds and we had to try and pick them up and repeat them. | had to do that a lot and
that was my number one bugbear, it gave me a pain in my head and it was a relief to

take them off.

The teacher would have a feather in front of our mouth and we would have to
pronounce the sounds coming from the headphones. The teacher's breath was awful
and they were right in front of your face up close. | could hear sounds but | couldn’t
determine what was being said. | couldn’t identify the word and found it really difficult
so would just nod along. | remember being sat at a round table that had a partition and
the Sister would be on the other side saying the letter through the headphone and |
couldn’t see them. The frequency and volume would change but | found that really
difficult. Sometimes the teachers would cover their mouths with their hands and |
couldn’t understand them at all. To me that was abuse, | would prefer to at least be
able to watch lip reading.

We had to be in music class too and just sat with these big headphones on. We had
to use a tambourine and bop that off our hands along to the music and | didn’t have a
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90.
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Glasgow so my dad had to drive me back to St Vincent’s. | arrived at the school with
my mum and dad and of course the Sisters were there waiting. We had let them know
that we were going to be late because of the train strike so you would think that they
would've been understanding of that as it was out with our control, but they were angry.
There was an argument over it between my mum and the head Sister, | can’t
remember her name, but although | was little | could see that Sister was really angry.
My mum went mad about that as she wasn't happy and was saying to the younger
Sister who was there, “What's wrong with her [referring to the head Sister], she has a
terrible attitude,” and the young Sister was agreeing but was saying to just leave it. It
was awful.

Sister Rl

At St Vincent’'s we would try and sign to each other and keep it hidden. While | was
there, | learned some sign language from the kids who knew sign language. | didn’t
understand a lot of it because | was on this oral route and | found it hard to change to
learn the signs and use the oral method. As | got older, about eight or nine, | got a bit
more confident in using sign language. | only learned sign language to become fluent
when | was fifteen and went to | Co'lege.

If | was trying to use sign language with my other deaf friends and not use speech,
Sister [Rusl would come and punish us. Sister [Ra& was-
-. If she caught us signing, | would get my hands slapped. That happened quite a
lot because we were just trying to communicate with each other. We were made to put
our hands behind our backs so we couldn'’t sign as the school put a real emphasis on
using speech. We would always try to sign to each other slyly, hiding it from the Sisters.

For the teachers | would grin and bear it and | would try and lip read in the classes but
at nighttime, when we were having dinner, we would try and sign to each other. We
were constantly getting caught and getting slapped on our hands and it was so
frustrating. | missed a lot of information because it was oralist communication.

19



92.

93.
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96.

Gestures were punished as well, it was just all about lip reading. Your hands had to
be down. If your hands were up at all when they shouldn’t be, you were punished. |
didn’t know British Sign Language at that time so for me a lot of my communication
was gestural and even with my deaf friends it was gestural. | got punished for that as
| had to have my hands behind my back. It was so abusive. When | got home | felt

free, like | could allow myself to relax.

Not all of the Sisters were abusive, some of them | got used to and they were ok, like

site N

Reporting of abuse at St Vincent’s

When | was six or seven | told my mum and dad about the tablets | was being given. |
think they thought that | was just making it up and that it was my imagination. They
didn't ever speak to the school about it.

Leaving St Vincent’s

I left St Vincent's when | was eleven as the travel was getting a bit too much for my
family. | convinced my parents to let me leave and | gave them the idea of the travel
being too much. | wanted the tablets to stop and saw this as my way out. | went to
both | =< Bl Hioh School as they were linked. | N I had 2
deaf unit where | went for oral education, whereas |JJjjij High School was the
mainstream school where | went for classes. It was a hearing environment and that
was really difficult as | didn’t understand the teachers. The headteacher believed quite
strongly in the oralist method so that was a big problem for me. There were three
teachers who supported sign language but there was conflict between them and the
head teacher, Miss Wood.

At there weren't many deaf people. The other children were hard of
hearing so they had a bit of speech, but being profoundly deaf | had no chance of
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121.
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123.

Reporting of Abuse
| haven't ever reported my abuse to anyone before, the police or otherwise.

| think in 2017 there were two people who had been at St Vincent's who reported
abuse from their time there but there weren't enough witnesses so it didn't go

anywhere. | knew the two people as they were at St Vincent's at the same time as me.

Contact with St Vincent’s since leaving

After | left St Vincent's when | was eleven, a friend of mine there, ||| vrote
letters to me but | never received anything. -gave the letters to the Sisters to post
to me but | think they had lied to her saying that they would post them. | believe that
they just put them in the bin or destroyed them. They were maybe worried that we
might get talking about the abuse or someone would report it. Those Sisters had this
impression that they were good and holy but they weren’t honest at all.

| went to a reunion at St Vincent's in 200l Part of me didn’t want to go back but part
of me wanted to see what it was like now. | wanted that information that | could never
get before. | wanted to know about the Sisters. It had been about forty years by that
point and | was nervous but | had a newfound resilience. There were a lot of people
there, my friends that | hadn'’t seen for years, and it was lovely to see them all. | was
meeting people there and putting on this smile but when | was inside the school, it
reminded me so strongly of the feeling that I'd had when | was there. It hit me, the
smells and everything about the school, it gave me shivers. We didn’'t go into the

residential part of the school but the memories came flooding back.

124. NG Sistc Gl =nd when | said hello she seemed

really shocked to see me. It was a different Sister Gl to the one that | liked. | was
trying to be direct and asked if she remembered me. She did but it was quite awkward
and she didn’t quite know what to say. She seemed a bit panicked. | wished I'd been
more direct and spoken to her about my time at St Vincent'’s but it wasn’t the right time,
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there were too many people there and a lot going on. There was another woman there
who had been one of the boarding staff and she remembered me too.

| wish I'd asked for the Sisters’ names, almost a list of the Sisters who had worked
there at the time but | was too frightened. They might have refused me anyway. | have
asked friends if they remember any of the Sisters’ names or contact details but I've
not got any more information.

It made me angry to see the Sister there at the reunion and | wanted to talk to her
directly. There were other Sisters who I'd hoped would be there. | held a lot of anxiety
and inner turmoil at that time, although | think that a lot of the Sisters had passed away
by then.

The boarding school has closed down now and has been demolished. Some of the
boys who had been at St Vincent's actually took a couple of bricks after it had been
demolished but | didn't want any kind of reminder. | think the boys had a better

experience than the girls. | think the girls got it worse.

Records

| have my school reports from my time at St Vincent's from 1971, 1972, 1974, 1975
and 1976. They are signed by various class teachers; Sister Clarke, AM Cole, K

Clarence and Crampsey and there were G there during my time who
are named on the reports; Sister [§aililjand Sister jga | can’t really

remember them, apart from Sister

The reports speak about my speech, lip reading, language, use of hearing aid, reading,
writing, arithmetic, practical work, physical education and games and other subjects.
They didn't reflect how | was really doing at school at all. There were no notes about
my health either or all of the time | had to spend in bed.

Apart from my school reports | don’t have any other records.
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There is | who has obtained some

records from St Vincent’s and she had lots of photographs of the school. She was a
pupil at St Vincent’s for a short time, but not a boarder. She’s interested in history so
wanted to collate pictures and information about the school. She was showing me a
school photograph that | should have been in as it was a special day. | was missing
from the photograph so | must've been in the bedroom that day. | missed out on a lot

of opportunities at St Vincent's.

She has yearbooks and records from St Vincent's and they were given to the deaf
club. They detailed who were in the year groups but there was a book missing and it

happened to be the years | was there.

There were also two girls who set up a history research group, collating information
about the school and they got some lottery funding to do it. It was a two-year process
of investigation and research.

In June last year, the Deaf Club had an exhibit and-and | went to see it. They had
photos up on the wall of us wearing the radio aids. The exhibit was in the |||}
I 020! [t was interesting to look around but there were missing records.
St Vincent's closed down in 2007 and the deaf club started looking into and collating
the information from St Vincent's.

Lessons to be learned
| wanted to come to the inquiry as | think it's important to get my story down.

| think that my experience at St Vincent's could have been better if they had got rid of
the Sisters or had either deaf teachers or hearing teachers who were children of deaf
adults (CODA) that understood and spoke in sign language. None of the staff
members were deaf or blind, they were all hearing and seeing. It would've helped
hugely with communication. 1 don'’t think any of the staff had any understanding of
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