










































































































































































































































































1 Q . That evening , did you go for a meal at St Ninian ' s? 

2 A . Yes . 

3 Q . Can you tell me if anything happened in the dining hall? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

A . Yeah . I got that was Brother Bernard, he was in 

charge of the dining hall that evening, so I got a few 

slaps from him because I didn ' t know how to use a fork 

and knife . Nobody had ever shown me . I ate with 

a spoon and I was eating my tea with a spoon and he 

says , ' What are you doing? ' And I said, ' I ' m eating my 

tea ', naturally that ' s not what you ' re allowed to do , so 

he beat me up and my brother was in the dining hall at 

the time and he got up and told him to get his hands of 

me , stop beating me up, so ~ went over and 

stopped beating -- Bernard went over , stopped beating 

me , and battered him instead . And I started shouting at 

Bernard about beating up my brother . 

17 Q . I think you tell us , ' Jim ', on page 11 of your own 

18 

19 

20 

21 

written statement : 

' I felt completely lost . Miles from home and the 

only thing person I knew was [your brother) had just 

watched him taking a beating for sticking up for me .' 

22 A. Yeah . 

23 Q. Did you meet Brother lllllllll on your first day? 

24 A . No . I never seen him . 

25 Q . Can you remember which Brothers or Brother was involved 
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1 at that time in getting the boys ready for bed at night? 

2 A. Yeah , whoever the housemaster was . 

3 Q . Do you remember who your housemaster was? 

4 A. Yes , Brother Bernard. 

5 Q . Did anything happen to you during your first night at 

6 St Ninian ' s? 

7 A. Yeah. Bernard came in, it was after lights out , 

8 

9 

10 

11 

everybody was sort of semi- asleep . He come in and says, 

' I ' m just checking to see if you ' ve wet the bed ' and put 

his hand under the covers and started fondling me and 

fondling himself at the same time . 

12 LADY SMITH : Are you sayi ng, ' Jim ', this was a matter of 

13 

14 

hours after the incident you had suffered with 

Brother ROfti•W? 
15 A. Yes . 

16 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

17 A. This place -- you ' ve got to understand, this place was 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

evil. I don ' t care what anybody e l se says about it . 

I don ' t care what any other witness says about it . If 

anybody says different from me, then they were in 

a different place or their head is completely screwed, 

one of the two . 

I mean , I know what happened in that place . They 

done it for years . They just beat you and raped you . 

I mean, that Bernard, he come up to the room, I was ill 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

in bed, couldn ' t get up, I was really ill , and he come 

up with my l unch lunch . He put it to the side , 

pulled my sheet up , the bed sheet up and pulled my 

nightshirt up and he raped me , plain and simple raped 

me , in the middle of the afternoon, dinner time, about 

1 o ' clock . 

And then when he was finished he started crying, and 

started beating me with a whip, leather laces and 

calling me Satan because I had been tempting him . The 

guy ' s a nutter . He shouldn ' t be in a jail, he should be 

in a loony bin . 

You tell people this and they look at you and say. 

' You're off your head , that can ' t happen ' , oh, well , yes 

it can happen and it did happen . 

The only difference between this place and the 

courts I 've been to is nobody ' s called me a liar yet . 

LADY SMITH : ' Jim ', let me say this at this stage, I have 

heard so many accounts from some people who have been in 

similar places run by Catholic Brothers who have had 

dreadful experiences . I don ' t dismiss them . 

21 A . Good . 

22 LADY SMITH : Does that assure you? 

23 A . Yes, it does. 

24 LADY SMITH : I have read both the statement you provided to 

25 us through our statement takers and witness support and 
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1 

2 

3 

the one you wrote in the 1970s, so please don ' t think 

you have to start from an assumption that I don ' t 

believe it . 

4 A. Oh , no , I'm not saying that . I t ' s just 

5 LADY SMITH: It ' s dreadful . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A. that this has been going on for so long . 

The first time I went to the police was in 1990 . It 

took them nine years to get back to me or eight years or 

something, when they found somebody else who 

corroborated what I said . And then it took years again 

to get it into the courts . 

I mean , I just give up . I have tried everything . 

They gave me a few quid, oh, brilliant . That went on 

solicitors . That went on paying guys to come and help 

me get after De La Salle, and they can ' t get the 

records . They ' ve got records of me going in there , no 

records of me coming out , so they time-bar it . How can 

you time - bar something like that? It ' s impossible . 

19 LADY SMITH : Can you bear with us to carry on giving 

20 evidence here today? 

21 A. Yes, I can . 

22 LADY SMITH : It really is helpful --

23 A. Okay . 

24 LADY SMITH : -- and I hear a ll you say about the troubled 

25 history of your life, as an adult , in trying to get the 
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1 

2 

message across about what happened to you . I promise 

you , I ' m listening . 

3 A. Good . Thank you . 

4 LADY SMITH: Ms MacLeod . 

5 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

6 

7 

8 

' Jim', the next morning, I think you tell us that 

you went to your class for the first time at 

St Ninian ' s? 

9 A. Yes . 

10 Q. Who was your teacher? 

11 A. 

12 Q. Did there come a point during that first c l ass that he 

13 asked you to take an IQ test? 

14 A. He did , yes . 

15 Q . Did you take that test in the classroom or somewhere 

16 else? 

17 A. No . There ' s a little room next to this that ' s got 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

a toilet and an office in it and that ' s I don ' t know 

what they used it for , but that ' s where he took me in to 

do this test . It was putting coloured blocks on bits of 

string and fixing puzzles , dead simple . There was 

nothing complicated about it . 

23 Q. You were doing the test and at a certain point in time 

24 did you notice in something? 

25 A. Yeah . He went to the toilet . 
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1 Q . Was the toilet just off the room? 

2 A. Directly -- the room was that shape , that ' s the office, 

3 that ' s the toilet . 

4 Q . When he was in the toilet , did something happen? 

5 A. Yeah . 

6 Q. What happened? 

7 A. He masturbated himsel f . 

8 Q. Could you see this happening? 

9 A. Yeah , the door was wide open . And he told me to watch 

10 

11 

12 

him and when he was finished, he come over, he rubbed 

himself over my face and says , the next time you can do 

it . 

13 Q. I think you tell us that after this you were then taken 

14 back into the classroom? 

15 A. Yes . 

16 Q. You say that your mind was numb? 

17 A. Oh , I was just -- I didn ' t know what to do . 

18 Q . You say that you didn ' t know why Mr - and the 

19 Brothers were doing things to you? 

20 A. I didn ' t have a clue . I thought , you know -- see after 

2 1 

22 

about six months I started to think this must be normal. 

This must be what these places are for . 

23 Q. Because this is only your second day at St Ninian ' s and 

24 

25 

you ' ve told us that this is the third person who has 

sexually abused you? 
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1 A . Yeah . 

2 

3 

Q. Did you tell your brother about what Mr 

to you? 

had done 

4 A . I tol d my brother what happened from the minute I went 

5 

6 

7 

8 

in the place and he says , ' Keep your mouth shut , ' Jim '.' 

He says : 

' You go around shouting about that you ' ll get it 

even worse .' 

9 Q . go on to sexual l y abuse you later that day? 

10 A . He did . 

11 Q . What did he do? 

12 A . He raped me . 

13 Q. Where did that happen? 

14 A . That happened in the classroom. 

15 Q . Can you tel l me about the circumstances? Was it after 

16 class? 

17 A. It was after class . It was after he had sent other kids 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

out to go down to the bootroom and put their soft shoes 

on and he kept me behind a nd t hat was it . He had 

a great big desk, big table that he used as his master's 

desk thing and he just bent me over that and raped me . 

22 Q . Was he saying anything to you while he was doing that? 

23 A. No , he wasn ' t really saying much . Just oohs and ahs 

24 and, ' Are you having fun? ' 

25 Q . Can you remember how you were responding to this at the 
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1 time? 

2 A . I was screaming . 

3 Q . Were you injured? 

4 A . I was injured very badly . 

5 Q. In what way were you injured? 

6 A . I was bleeding profusely . 

7 Q. From your back passage? 

8 A . Yes . 

9 Q . After that had happened, ' Jim ', did you do anything at 

10 

11 

that point? That is the afternoon of your second day, 

can you remember what you did at that point? 

12 A. What I did? Anything that he told me . 

13 Q. Did there come a point where you ran away from 

14 St Ninian ' s? 

15 A . Yeah , the third day . 

16 Q . What were the particular circumstances that led to you 

17 running away at that specific time? 

18 A. Well , I found myself alone in the ablutions and there is 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

a side door at the ablutions and it wasn ' t locked, it 

was open . So I just walked out there and took off down 

past the cages , the flat bit you got locked into when 

they were having their dinner and there is a wee road 

that leads you down , takes you down on to the main road . 

I got down onto there . Didn ' t have a clue where I was, 

and I just started walking along the road . 
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1 

2 

But they came after me in their motor and they got 

me within an hour . 

3 Q. Who was it that picked you up? 

4 A . - and 111111 lilillllllll sorry . 

5 Q. Did they take you back to St Ninian ' s? 

6 A . They did . 

7 Q. What happened on your return to St Ninian ' s? 

8 A . - beat me up . 

9 Q . Where in St Ninian ' s did that happen? 

10 A . In his office . 

11 Q . Was Brother - present? 

12 A . No , Brother - wasn ' t present . 

13 Q. Was it just in the office? 

14 A . Just myself and - . 

15 Q . I n what way did he beat you up? What did he do to you? 

16 A . He just gave me a hiding for running away and wasting 

17 his time . 

18 Q . Which parts of his body he use or did he use any 

19 implements? 

20 A . Yeah , he did try to rape me , but he couldn ' t . I was 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

still bleeding a bit and he couldn ' t do that . He tried 

to put himself into my mouth . I wasn ' t having that . 

I resisted as much as I could and he j ust beat us up . 

Then he gave me cream to rub on myself and says that 

will help the bleeding, but I went to my bed that night 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

and the bed was covered in b l ood, then what is his name , 

Bernard, he come i n and he seen the blood and he says , 

' What is wrong with you? What are you bleeding for? ' 

And I said, ' I don ' t know what I ' m bleeding for '. 

5 Q. Is this Brother Bernard coming in during the night? 

6 A. During the night , yeah, checking to see if you had wet 

7 the bed and --

8 Q. He saw the blood? 

9 A. Oh , yes , he had seen the blood. You couldn ' t miss it . 

10 Q. What did he do? 

11 A. He took me down the stair . 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Firstly, made me strip the bed, and go down the 

stair with him to the locker room more or less , the 

bootroom place where everything seemed to happen , and 

he got me into a bath , told me to wash, come out the 

bath , gave me a towel and gave me a clean nightshirt and 

a couple of clean sheets and took me back up the stair. 

18 Q. Did he ask you what had caused the bleeding? 

19 A. No . What ' s his name , Brother fllll came in at this time 

20 

2 1 

22 

and he said it was bleeding piles , whatever that is . At 

that time I had never heard the word ' piles ' , I didn ' t 

ken what they were talking abou t . 

23 Q. So Brother Bernard knew you were bleeding and 

24 Brother flB? 

25 A. Yeah . 
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1 Q . You told me a few moments ago that when you were in 

2 Brother - • s office that he tried to rape you? 

3 A . Yeah . 

4 Q . Were there further occasions where Brother -

5 sexually abused you? 

6 A . Yeah , numerous , in his own r oom. He would get me out my 

7 

8 

bed, take me along to his room and I would be there for 

most of the night . 

9 Q . When you say his own room, is that his bedroom? 

10 A. Yeah . 

11 Q . Can you remember approximately how long you had been at 

12 

13 

st Ninian ' s when you were first abused in that way by 

14 A . I must have been about a week . 

15 Q . Apart from t he t imes you were taken to his bedroom, did 

16 he sexually abuse you in his office? 

17 A. Yes , he did . 

18 Q . How would those occasions come about? 

19 A . Well , at the least bit of trouble you got sent to see 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I was basically in trouble if I so 

much as spoke or kept breathing, so I was up t here quite 

often and he would just -- any time it fancied him or at 

night-time if you were in the -- lucky enough to get put 

to t he television room, you would sit down the back , he 

would sit down the back with , what ' s his name , McKenna 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

and they had their favourites and they would bring them 

down , sit them on their knee , pop sweeties in their 

mouth, be very nice to them, take them away for 

20 minutes or so and come back with them . I mean 

5 Q. Is that something that happened to you then? 

6 A. That happened to me on numerous occasions . 

7 Q. Was that Brother - • s knee that you would be 

8 sitting on? 

9 A. Yes . 

10 Q. In the television room would you be asked to go and sit 

11 on ' s knee? 

12 A. Yeah , he woul d shout me down the back saying he wanted 

13 to speak to me . 

14 Q . Once you were sitting on his knee what would happen? 

15 A. He would get an erection then , five minutes later he 

16 

17 

would take me up to his office or his bedroom and have 

sex . 

18 Q . You mentioned Mr McKenna? 

19 A . Oh , McKenna . 

20 Q . Was he in the television room as well? 

21 A . Yes , he was there . 

22 Q . Did you say that children would sit on his knee? 

23 A . Yes . 

24 Q . Did you sit on his knee? 

25 A . No , I did not . 
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1 Q . You mention that at holiday times , Christmas and summer 

2 holidays , many of the boys would go home . 

3 A . Yeah . 

4 Q . Would you go home for the holidays? 

5 A . No , I would not go home . 

6 Q . Did you go home during your whole time at St Ninian ' s? 

7 A . I did not . 

8 Q . How long were you at St Ninian ' s? 

9 A . Four years at least . 

10 Q . During holiday times then how many of the boys would be 

11 left? 

12 A. There would only be about half a dozen . 

13 Q . Would the Brothers remain at St Ninian ' s? 

14 A . The Brothers , they stayed or some of them would go on 

15 

16 

17 

vacation to another home and a Brother would come from 

another home to there . Having swapped us about 

basically . 

18 Q . I n relation to the treatment you were receiving in 

19 

20 

2 1 

St Ninian ' s , that you have told us about some of it , how 

was that affected by holidays and the other boys being 

away? 

22 A . Oh , that was fun for them . I mean, they had -- there 

23 

24 

25 

was no school to go to or anything like that , no , you 

just went out for walks a ll the time or kicking a ball 

about and then any time they fancied a boy, they just 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

took him away and that was it . The only good thing 

about it was you got to eat the same as what they were 

eating . And the food was always a lot better what they 

had than what we had, I can assure you . No sago 

pudding . 

6 Q . During holiday time then did the abuse that you ' ve 

7 described from continue? 

8 A. It was ten times worse during the holidays. 

9 Q . When you say it was ten times worse , was it happening 

10 more often? 

11 A. Yes , yes . It was a daily occurrence . 

12 MS MACLEOD : My Lady , I'm going to move on to a slightl y 

13 different part . 

14 LADY SMITH : That would be a good point to break . 

15 

16 

17 

You remember I indicated that we would probably have 

a break in the middle of the afternoon . Now would seem 

to be a good time . Would that work for you? 

18 A . That's okay . 

19 LADY SMITH : Let's do that . We ' ll have a short break . 

20 Thank you . 

21 (3 . 05 pm) 

22 (A short break) 

23 (3 . 15 pm) 

LADY SMITH: ' Jim ', I hope the break ' s given you some 24 

25 respite . Is it all right if we carry on now? 
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1 A . Yeah , thank you . 

2 LADY SMITH : Thanks . 

3 Ms MacLeod . 

4 MS MACLEOD : My Lady . 

5 

6 

7 

' Jim', in your statement you tell us that as well as 

decided that you would 

l earn how to ride ponies , is that right? 

8 A . Oh , yes . 

9 Q . I think you tell us that that happened first of al l 

10 during a summer holiday --

11 A. Yes . 

12 Q . while you were there . 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Can you think back to the first occasion that you 

went pony riding with and what happened? You 

tell us about this on page 41 of the account that you ' ve 

provided for us . I think you tell us that 

away to have a shower and get changed 

went 

18 A . Oh that 

19 Q . and then came back? 

20 A . That wasn ' t the first time . That was not the first 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

time . That was the first time he took me on the 

ponies that was in the cage . I think it used to be 

tennis courts , I ' m not sure . It's got two or three 

benches round the side . He took me -- he was on the 

pony and he took it down into this cage place and he got 
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1 off and he put me on . 

2 Q . Is this behind the St Ninian ' s building? 

3 A. In front , down to the side . And he put me in there and 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

he got me up on this thing and started walking round 

with it . Then he let it go and it was going itself and 

then he put these benches out and he started making the 

horse go quicker and to jump over these and I just fell 

off it . 

So he says , ' We can sort that , you are just not 

holding tight enough '. So he tied me on to it . He put 

a rope under the horse ' s belly to my feet and tied me 

on . I couldn ' t fall off it then , but I could fall down 

to the side , right . That was my first experience of 

horse riding . 

But I ' 11 say this for M\fa- he did teach me how to 

ride a horse . I was a very accompl ished horseman by t he 

time I left there . I was very good on the back of 

a horse . 

19 Q. On these occasions , would it just be yourself and 

20 Mr @fH or would there be other boys? 

21 A. No , it was just me . Just me . 

22 Q. Did there come a time during the pony riding sessions 

23 to sexually abused you? 

24 A. He started sexual ly abus i ng me before that, but he used 

25 to take me up to the stables with the horses and we ' d 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

need to rub the horses down and give them some hay and 

whatnot and put them into the stalls and shut the door 

and then you went to the I ' m sure he had a flat up 

there , up above there -- up above the stables and there 

was a snooker table in it , a full - size snooker table . 

It was torn , it was knackered , and he had this room 

there , I think , and obviously had a shower and that was 

his place and he took me up there and told me to wait in 

the billiard room whi l e he was away getting tidied up . 

When he come back he had a towel wrapped round him 

and he abused me . 

12 Q . What did he do? 

13 A . He tried to get me to give him oral sex and then he 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

raped me. 

Then , after he ' d raped me , he asked me who 

I That ' s what he said to 

me . He said, ' You are - • s favourite , but I like 

you too '. That was his words . 

19 Q . Did you infer from that then t hat h e knew what was 

20 happening with -

2 1 A . Oh , he knew what was -- they a l l knew what was going on , 

22 , though I must admit I never seen 

23 Brother - hit a kid in any way or manner or abuse 

24 anybody and he certainly never abused me . Brother 

25 llllll was okay . But I went to him and told him what 
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1 

2 

3 

was happening and he says : 

'Look , just behave yourself . You ' ll be getting sent 

home to your mum soon.' 

4 But that soon never ever happened . 

5 Q . Did you tell Brother - you were being sexually 

6 abused? 

7 A. I did tel l him that . 

8 Q . Did you tell him that you were being sexually abused by 

9 

10 A. I told him I was being sexually abused by quite a few of 

11 them . 

12 Q. Just coming back to what you have told me just there 

13 

14 

15 

16 

about being when he came out of the 

shower , while you were riding the ponies , how often did 

that happen? How regul arly did that happen to you whil e 

you were at St Ninian ' s? 

17 A. Oh , well , see on a Saturday you more or less had the day 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

to yourself once you ' d done the cleaning of the building 

and some guys go a nd play football , the older kids, they 

had a football team and they ' d go away and play 

football . Some of the k i ds would go to other classes to 

do drawing and painting and knitting and whatnot , but 

23 1111111, he took riding classes but he only ever took 

24 

25 

riding c l asses when I was there . It was only ever me 

that he took on these rides and we would go miles away 
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1 from the school on the back of the ponies . 

2 Q. Would this be on a Saturday? 

3 A. Usually on a Saturday, yeah . 

4 Q. On these occasions -- did he sexually abuse you on some 

5 or all --

6 A. Every single time we went out on those horses . As soon 

7 

8 

9 

as he said, 'We ' re going out for a ride today ', I knew 

what was going to happen . There was no arguing about 

it . 

10 Q. On page 45 of your own statement , ' Jim', you tell us 

11 about a Brother who had an interest in electricity? 

12 A. Yeah , that ' s -- I ' ve been calling him Bernard, but 

13 

14 

15 

really the only name I knew him by after he got there 

was ' Bootsie ' , we used to call him Bootsie , he used to 

wear these great big boots . 

16 Q. When you are talking about Brother Bernard, is that the 

17 Brother who was called Bootsie? 

18 A. Yeah , but Bootsie -- I was there for quite a while 

19 

20 

before he showed up, you know what I mean . He wasn ' t 

even in the school when I came . 

21 Q . I think you tell us that he may have arrived around six 

22 months after you arrived or something like that? 

23 A. I think it was about 1961 or 1962 or something that he 

24 

25 

arrived at the school , straight out of an Irish bog . 

You could barely understand a word he said, though his 
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1 English has improved vastly now . 

2 Q. When he arrived at St Ninian ' s you were already there? 

3 A . Yeah , I was there, yeah . 

4 Q . You tell us that one of the roles that was allocated to 

5 him was looking after the dining hall ; is that right? 

6 A . Yeah . 

7 Q. How did he manage that? What was h is manner in managing 

8 the din i ng hall? 

9 A . He just walked roundabout the tables making sure 

10 

11 

12 

everybody was -- you ' re not allowed to leave anything . 

You had to eat everything that was on the plate , 

everything . 

13 Q. What would happen if you didn ' t eat it? 

14 A . He would ram it down your throat , and tell you how 

15 ungrateful you were . 

16 Q . When you say he would ram it down your throat , what 

17 would he do? 

18 A . He would just hold -- take it up in his hand and rub it 

19 into your mouth . 

20 Q . Did he do that to you? 

2 1 A . Yes , loads of times . 

22 Q . Did you see him do that to other boys? 

23 A . Yes , I did . I see him do a lot worse to other boys , but 

24 

25 

that ' s not the point . If the other boys want to tell 

you they can come here and tell you . 
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1 Q . You tell us then that he had an interest in electricity? 

2 A. Yeah . He would show you magnets moving -- metal filings 

3 

4 

moving about and he had this wee hand-hand generator 

thing . 

5 Q . Was this part of your schooling, part of the school day? 

6 A. No , this is a night class . 

7 Q . A night class? 

8 A. Yeah , this was a night class . 

9 Q. How did it come that boys were allocated to night 

10 classes? Did you choose a class --

11 A. No , you were chosen . 

12 Q. You were told? 

13 A. You were told who you were going with . 

14 Q. One of the night classes was to go to Bootsie , as you 

15 knew him, and learn about electricity? 

16 A. Well , learn about all sorts of daft things . 

17 Q. You tell us that he had a fascination with electricity? 

18 A. He did . 

19 Q. And that he had built a small generator? 

20 A. I don ' t know if he built it or he bought it . I don ' t 

21 know where it came from, but he had one . 

22 Q. Can you just describe that generator? 

23 A. It was a square box , a wooden box , and it had a handle 

24 

25 

on the side that you turned, the quicker you turned it 

the more current you got out . The slower you turned it , 
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1 the current just disappeared . 

2 Q . Were there rods or something? 

3 A . There were wires attached to it and he always had 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

a basin of water . He would put one of the wires into 

the water and tell you to hold the other one , and then 

he would start turning the handle and when he turned 

that handle you just froze . You couldn ' t move . You 

were paralysed . Your arm was getting twisted up your 

back and he would just do it . You could see he was 

enjoying it . You could see that he was excited, 

sexually excited, while he was doing this . 

I can ' t describe how bad this guy is . I don ' t know 

the words for it . I was sent there to learn to read and 

write and become a child. When I left there I still 

couldn ' t read and write . They put me into an ordinary 

school and I was in classes with bairns that size, you 

know what I mean , when I should have been in going up to 

secondary school . I coul dn ' t read and write . 

19 Q . You do tell us that in your statement , that you don ' t 

20 feel you learnt anything educationally? 

21 A . I didn ' t learn a thing . I learnt all about sex , put it 

22 that way . 

23 Q . Going back to the generator , if one end was in water and 

24 

25 

somebody was asked to hold the other end, would that be 

a boy in the class? 
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1 A . A boy in the class . He didn ' t just do it to me . He 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

done it to quite a few boys and then he would get us all 

to stand in a line and hold hands and he would give the 

wire to a guy on one side at the end of the line and the 

guy at the other end of the line and we would all be 

holding hands and then he would start turning the handle 

and we ' d all be in troubl e then, you know . It went 

through everybody . 

9 Q . When you say you woul d be in trouble , was it painful? 

10 A . It was very painful . 

11 Q . Would he be saying anything while he was doing this? 

12 A . No , he would just say , ' How will I go boys? How high 

13 will I go? ' He just kept turning it . 

14 Q . What brought that to an end? 

15 A . When he stopped turning it . As soon as he stopped 

16 turning it , it was gone . 

17 Q . How often would you say that you were in this evening 

18 class? Was it a regular thing or 

19 A . At least once , twice , maybe three times a week . 

20 Q . Did he ever ask you to stay behind ever after the class? 

21 A . He did, yeah , and the tidying up . Putting stuff away in 

22 the cupboard . 

23 Q . Was that something that happened on a few occasions , one 

24 occasion, often? 

25 A . Very often . 
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1 Q . And - -

2 A . It wasn ' t just me he done that to . He sometimes kept 

3 

4 

another boy behind with him and got him to help him tidy 

up, but whoever he kept he abused . 

5 Q . When you say whoever he kept he abused, how do you know 

6 that? 

7 A . You could just tell . I mean , when he was finished with 

8 

9 

10 

you by the end of the n ight you could see he had 

an erection, you coul d see he was aroused and he was 

keeping somebody . 

11 Q. This was at the end of the class? 

12 A. At the end of the class , yeah . 

13 Q . On the occasions that he kept you behind, if we can 

14 start -- do you remember the first time that happened? 

15 A . I remember the first time . 

16 Q . Could you tell me what happened when you were kept 

17 behind? 

18 A. He tried to get me to perform oral sex on him . 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I wouldn ' t do it . I wouldn' t open my mouth . 

Then he tried to rape me and I fought back and the 

whole time he was masturbating and then he obviously 

finished masturbating and it went all over me . All over 

my face . And just as I was coming out the room he told 

me to , ' Go out , get back up the stair '. It was supper 

time . 
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1 And - came into the classroom and Benedict , 

2 he come out , starting screaming at him, Bootsie , and 

3 - looked at me and he took a hanky out his sleeve 

4 and gave it to me and said : 

5 ' Wipe your face , boy .' 

6 And that was it . 

7 Q. Why was he giving you a hanky to wipe your face? 

8 A . Because it was covered in his sperm . 

9 Q . Are you inferring from that that Brother - knew 

10 you ' d been sexually abused by Bootsie? 

11 A . Yeah , he did, without doubt . 

12 Q . You have told me that you were kept behind on a number 

13 of occasions after the class? 

14 A . Yeah . 

15 Q . Were you sexually abused on al l these occasions? 

16 A. Yeah . In the end I gave up . I couldn ' t fight any more . 

17 

18 

I couldn't take any more . I couldn ' t take any more 

violence . 

19 Q . On the occasion you spoke about a few moments ago, you 

20 

21 

told me that he tried to rape you and you fought him 

off? 

22 A . Yeah . 

23 Q. He then masturbated and the semen went on you? 

24 A . Yeah . 

25 Q . You are saying that there came a point where you stopped 
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1 

2 

being able to fight off , am I understanding that 

correctly? 

3 A . Yeah . You can only fight so much . 

4 Q . What happened on those occasions? 

5 A . He would just do what he wanted . 

6 Q . What did he do? 

7 A . Oral sex , anal sex , anything he wanted, that was it . If 

8 

9 

10 

he stuck it in your mouth at least it didn ' t hurt , put 

it that way . Right , you know how horrible it is to say 

that? You don ' t . 

11 Q . Did this happen in the classroom, ' Jim ' ? 

12 A . Classroom, dormitories , rooms , anywhere he fancied . 

13 Q. Would he sometimes come into your dormitory? 

14 A . He came in every night . He was the housemaster . This 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

is over 60 years ago . You know, things get jumbled up 

and mixed up . I mean , they can ' t remember anything . 

They didn ' t even have records of me . They got records 

of me going in the p l ace , no records of me coming out . 

As far as they ' re concerned, I ' m still in there . 

So how hard can it be to -- it ' s not easy to 

remember exactly every single detail and every single 

day, which order and which day happened in which thing, 

but at the end of the day the whole thing happened . 

I mean , my very l ast night was spent with llillllllll­
He took me along to his room, right , he was sitting 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

there , he had a bottle of malt whisky and a glass and 

a glass of ice and water and he was pissed, he was 

drunk, right . He kept me in his bed that night and he 

raped me twice , and that was my last night there . 

5 LADY SMITH : You were raped on your first night and your 

6 last night? 

7 A. Yeah . 

8 LADY SMITH : And i n the period between - - I think were you 

9 about five when you first went in to St Ninian ' s? 

10 A. I was about six or seven , round about that age . 

11 LADY SMITH : Between then and emerging at about 12 --

12 A. I was about 1 1 . 

13 LADY SMITH : It kept happening? 

14 A. It happened . 

15 LADY SMITH : I don ' t expect you to remember e xactly when , 

16 

17 

exactly where , exactl y how every time . Don ' t worry 

about that , ' Jim'. 

18 A. But there are bits though that do stick in your mind and 

19 you just can ' t get rid of them . 

20 LADY SMITH : I can understand that . 

2 1 A. Nothing you can do about it . 

22 LADY SMITH : Yes . 

23 A. I really have a lot more to say, honest , it ' s there in 

24 

25 

black and whi te and I ' m not even reading it . 

I ' m recalling Bernard for ages and it ' s not Bernard, it 
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1 

2 

was Benedict , although there was a Bernard there. You 

know , it ' s -- it ' s hard to remember all these things . 

3 LADY SMITH : Do you remember somebody called Benedict? 

4 A . I remember -- that ' s Bootsie . Benedict is Bootsie . 

5 LADY SMITH : Yes . 

6 A . And the order that things happened . I mean , ft1fl•W '"as 

7 my original housemaster , right in De La Salle, but when 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Benedict come , he got made the housemaster and things 

change and llillll went away for a wee while and came 

back . They supposedly went on courses or whatever it is 

they do and that was just day to day . You got up in the 

morning, you knew something was going to happen . You 

didn ' t know who was going to do it but you knew somebody 

was going to do something . You knew you would not be 

going back to bed without being battered at least . It ' s 

as simple as that . A daily occurrence and not just me . 

Not just me . 

I was not a hero . 

MS MACLEOD : ' Jim', i n relation to this Brother , you also 

tell us that he would use laces --

2 1 A . Yeah . 

22 Q . -- on you . Can you just explain that to me and when 

23 that would happen? 

24 A . Well , al l the boys had these big leather boots , they 

25 hurt like hell and they had leather laces in them, very 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

difficult to tie , very difficult to keep on and he had 

a bunch of them, about seven or eight , it was put 

through a wee bit of stick or something, I don ' t know, 

tied in a knot , so they were all together l ike 

a cat o ' nine tails and he ' d put knots in the end of 

them, tied knots in the end of them, and it was 

basically a whip and he would whip the hell out of you 

with this thing , especially the backs of the legs . On 

occasion, when he was in a good mood, across the face . 

He used this all the time . He was as bad as the 

nuns in my first school . Oh , the nuns were brilliant . 

They had a great big leather belt hanging down one side 

and a great big rosary hanging down the other side . 

Never touched that rosary but that leather belt was 

never out their bloody hands . 

16 Q . When you are talking about Brother Bernard, 

17 

18 

Brother Benedict and Bootsie , that is the same person 

you are tal king about? 

19 A . No , there was a Brother Bernard, b u t what I ' ve said he 

20 

2 1 

done , it wasn ' t him that done it , it was Benedict . 

I get them mixed up . 

22 Q . I understand . So when you were telling us earlier about 

23 

24 

being in bed , unwell and a Brother coming up to your 

bed, was that Brother Benedict? 

25 A . That was Benedict with h i s whi p . 
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1 Q . I think what you are tell ing us , ' Jim ', is that during 

2 

3 

4 

your four years at St Ninian ' s you were regularly 

physically and sexually abused by a number of Brothers 

and by Mr l§lfi◄, 

5 A. Yes . 

6 Q . And that this was happening at the same time , you were 

7 

8 

being sexually abused by , Brother ~ , 

Brother Benedict , in the same period? 

9 A. Yeah . And they all knew what was happening . I mean , 

10 

11 

- told me and said, 

likes you '. I said, ' Oh , does he? ' 

' s favourite , he 

12 Q. You have told us that your evidence is -- we ' re not 

13 

14 

going into the detail of it -- that this was happening 

to other children as well? 

15 A. I' m sure it was . I seen it happen once to another boy 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

and it was lliitlll that was abusing him. I was -- lfriW 
used to have a sweetie shop in his classroom, a little 

room and it was full of jars of sweeties and all sorts 

of stuff and he had me in there one day cleaning it up, 

you know , tidying it up , dusting the shelves and 

cleaning the jars and whatnot and he must have forgot 

I was in there , because this was just when the class had 

finished and he had a wee boy with him and he made the 

wee boy perform oral sex on him . And I seen him when 

I was in the sweetie shop . spotted me and he 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

told me to come out and he told the boy to stop doing 

what he was doing and sent him on his way and he told me 

to finish . 

That was the only time I actually seen another boy 

being abused, but then , I mean, they knew how to do it . 

They wouldn ' t do it with witnesses about . They would 

take you away on your own and do it . 

8 Q. Moving on to a few specific other things I would like to 

9 

10 

11 

ask you about . We have already mentioned the matron at 

St Ninian ' s . Did there come a time when you went on 

a trip with the matron? 

12 A . No , I went to an eye clinic . I had a really squint eye 

13 

14 

15 

16 

and they took me to an eye clinic to get me a pair of 

specs . What a joke that was . I went and I got an eye 

test and we come out and the bus wasn ' t for another two 

or three hours or something . 

17 Q . Was this in Glasgow? 

18 A . This was in Glasgow, some place in Glasgow, I don ' t know 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

where . And she says I ' ll take you to a friend of mine's 

house and she took me up to this flat and there were 

three guys there , three men , and she buggered off , she 

went away and I was left in this flat with these three 

guys . 

Now, I ' ve never found out , although I ' ve looked for 

it, these guys were taking films of me being abused on 
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1 

2 

a little cine type camera thing . They were actually 

making movies of this , of me getting abused . 

3 Q. How many men were there? 

4 A . Three . 

5 Q . How many of the men were abusing you? 

6 A . The three of them abused me . 

7 Q . Sexually abused you? 

8 A . Sexually abused me . They had shots of me . 

9 Q . They had a camera? 

10 A . They had a camera, they were filming this . 

11 Q . Where was the matron while this was happening? 

12 A . I don ' t know . 

13 Q. After a period of time did the matron come back? 

14 A . Yes , she came back . 

15 Q . And took you back to St Ninian ' s? 

16 A . Yes , when they had finished having their fun , they gave 

17 

18 

19 

me a bottle of lemonade and a packet of crisps , real 

l uxury, and I was sitting drinking this lemonade and 

eating the crisps when the matron came back . 

20 Q . Do you know how old you were at that time? 

21 A . I must have been about eight , nine maybe , I don ' t know . 

22 Q . Did you ever see these men again? 

23 A . Never, never seen them again . 

24 Q . Had you ever seen them before? 

25 A . I ' d never seen them before either . 
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1 Q . Were you ever taken on trips to houses outwith 

2 St Ninian ' s? 

3 A . Only supposedly to do gardening . You were taken out --

4 

5 

6 

7 

I remember one house , I mean I ' ve been back to 

St Ninian ' s . I went back with a photographer to get 

photographs of it, and I actually passed the house that 

I was taken to . 

8 Q . Who took you to the house? 

9 A . One of the Brothers , it would either be Benedict or 

10 ,,,,., 

11 Q . Who was in the house? 

12 A . I have no idea who t he guy in the house was . 

13 Q. Was it one guy? 

14 A . Usually one guy, yeah . No women about . No women . Just 

15 

16 

17 

18 

a guy and you would go out and weed a wee flowerbed and 

he would say come on , come in and we ' ll get some supper 

before you go back to school and he ' d take you back into 

the house and that was it , you got abused. 

19 Q . When you say you got abused, what happened? 

20 A . You just got raped . By this time you were accepting it . 

21 

22 

You know what I mean , there was no point fighting any 

more . 

23 Q. Was it the same person/the same you were taken back to? 

24 A . Yeah . 

25 Q . How many times , roughly, do you think you were taken to 
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1 that house? 

2 A . Maybe four o:c' fi Vi:! times . I can take you to t he house 

3 and show you it . 

4 LADY SMITH: Did you , on every occasion get this luxury of 

5 a bottle of lemonade and a packet of crisps? 

6 A . Yeah , usually, usually you got a wee reward . 

7 MS MACLEOD : Did you go to another school run by the 

8 De La Salle Brothers . 

9 A . St Joseph ' s , just up the road there . 

10 Q. Was it on one time you were taken there? 

11 A . I was there twice . Taken there twice . 

12 Q . On the first occasion how long roughly were you there 

13 for? 

14 A . You went for two weeks . 

15 Q . Each time? 

16 A . In the summer holidays when most of the kids had been 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

sent home and you didn ' t have anywhere to go to on the 

summer holidays , so you ' d go with maybe a couple of 

Brothers to St Joseph ' s and that would be your holiday . 

Really what it was was just a swap . That ' s all , because 

the brothers there were the same as the Brothers in 

St Ninian ' s . There was no difference . I ran away from 

the place every time I went to it because I knew how bad 

it was . 

I got caught just up round the corner there in 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

Princes Street . The police arrested me there . Took me 

to t he police station and they knew I had run away from 

St Joseph ' s . And I actually told the police why I ran 

away , I actually told them what was happening . 

5 Q. What did you say? What did you tell t he police? 

6 A . I told them that I was being abused, I was being beaten 

7 

8 

up regularly and being raped . Just battered in general 

and nobody believed you . 

9 Q . Were you taken back to St Joseph ' s? 

10 A . Taken right back . No , two Brothers came down and picked 

11 me up . 

12 Q . You tel l us about this on page 50 of your own statement , 

13 

14 

' Jim ' , and what happened when you were taken back to 

St Joseph ' s? 

15 A . They took me back, I got the belt , then I got raped . 

16 Q . Who gave you the belt? 

17 A . I have no idea , I don ' t know the Brother . 

18 Q . Who raped you? 

19 A . That I don ' t k now h im either . It was the same Brother 

20 that belted us . 

2 1 Q . Was this a Brother that you understood was at 

22 St Joseph ' s? 

23 A . Yes , he worked in St Joseph ' s . 

2 4 Q . Do you know was i t a De La Salle Brother? 

25 A . He was definitely a De La Salle Brother . 
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1 Q . Did you spend some time in a room when you were at 

2 St Joseph ' s? 

3 A. A room? 

4 Q . Were you put into a room at any time? 

5 A . Yeah , they had a wee reception room right at the front 

6 

7 

8 

door type thing, but it was a lockable room . When you 

were in there you were locked in and you couldn ' t get 

out . 

9 Q . Were you locked in? 

10 A. I was locked in , yes , quite a few times . 

11 Q . Did anything happen to you while you were locked in? 

12 A. Yeah , you were abused in there as well . 

13 Q. Who abused you while you were in the room? 

14 A . Benedict done it once , and two Brothers that I don't 

15 know . 

16 Q . Is that sexual abuse? 

17 A . Yeah . 

18 Q . on the two occasions that you were at St Joseph ' s , were 

19 you abused? 

20 A . Both times , both times I ran away . 

21 

22 

23 

The second time I was away for , oh, a good four 

days . I was hiding in the foot of the castle in the 

rocks there . 

24 Q . You have mentioned Brother Benedict , was 

25 Brother - at St Joseph ' s with you on any of the 
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1 times? 

2 A . He occasionally came . He would show up while we were 

3 there . 

4 Q . The Brothers you mentioned who you don ' t know their 

5 

6 

names who abused you at St Joseph ' s , did you ever see 

those Brothers at St Ninian ' s? 

7 A . No , I did not . 

8 Q . Towards the end of your time at St Ninian ' s , ' Jim ', you 

9 

10 

11 

12 

tell us there were some occasions where you thought you 

were going to get home but then maybe realised at quite 

short notice that you weren ' t going to get home quite 

yet? 

13 A . Yeah . 

14 Q . You describe the period up to your actually getting home 

15 as the worst part of your time? 

16 A. It was . It was dreadful . That is when they really went 

17 

18 

19 

to town , because they knew they couldn ' t keep us any 

l onger . They had a l ot of us go home . They had to let 

me out of that place . 

20 Q . On page 58 of your statement you say : 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

' This was probabl y the worst period of time I spent 

at St Ninian ' s . Every night raped by Brother - ­

During the day either Brother Benedict or Mr •§@iF 1oing 

the same to me .' 

25 A. Yeah . 
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1 Q . You describe being so terrified of Brother Benedict that 

2 

3 

you would ask 

ponies? 

if you could help him with the 

4 A . Yeah , that ' s how bad it was , because I knew he woul d 

5 

6 

abuse me as well , but not as badly as - No, he 

wouldn ' t beat me with a leather whip . 

7 Q . Eventually, ' Jim', the time did come when you finally 

8 got to go home from St Ninian ' s? 

9 A . Yeah . 

10 Q. You give us some evidence in relation to the run- up to 

11 

12 

13 

14 

that , including the abuse that you suffered during those 

l ast few days from each of Brother Benedict , Mr -

and Brother l®Gf on your final night at St Ninian ' s . 

You have already told us about that . 

15 A . Yes . 

16 Q . On your final day, ' Jim ', I think you say that you were 

17 

18 

in the class and then called out to go to 

' s office , is that right? 

19 A. Yeah . 

20 Q . That you were told your family had moved house while you 

2 1 were in St Ninian's --

22 A. Yeah . 

23 Q. -- and that you would be met off the bus by your mother? 

24 A . Yeah . 

25 Q . Can I just ask you , ' Jim', were there any visits made to 
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1 

2 

St Ninian ' s while you were there from inspectors or 

anybody who seemed to be looking at the place? 

3 A . Yeah . That happened once while I was there . Before it , 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

before this inspector guy came, we had to get the place 

looking spick and span, so liltlll had us all on our hands 

and knees in the classroom, polishing the floors with 

wax . It had to shine like a mirror before he was happy . 

He would go round with a handful of coppers , ' You ' re 

doing a good job ' and he woul d throw down a tuppenny 

piece or a penny or something like that and you got to 

spend it in his shop . It was great fun . 

And then we were all given new clothes , brand new, 

right , new trousers , new wee shirt and a jumper, a new 

jumper and then the boy would come, he ' d look around and 

everybody was smiling and l ooki ng smart and the place 

was real l y tidy . It l ooked l ovely . Great . 

As soon as he went away, you got the new clothes off 

and gave them back and put your old clothes back on and 

you never seen them again . 

20 Q . Do you know who the inspectors were , where they came 

2 1 from? 

22 A . I have no idea who they were . 

23 Q. Do you know if they spoke to any of the boys? 

24 A . I seen them speaking to some boys , they never spoke to 

25 me . 
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1 Q . Did you have any visits from your probation officer 

2 while you were there? 

3 A . No . 

4 Q . Any social workers come to see you? 

5 A. No . 

6 Q . Did you have visits from family? 

7 A. No . 

8 Q . You ' re aware , ' Jim ', that Brother Benedict appears to 

9 

10 

continue to deny allegations of abuse that are being 

made against him? 

11 A . Yeah . 

12 Q. Do you have any response or anything you want to say 

13 about that? 

14 A . He can say what he wants . I really don ' t care . I mean, 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

he ' s in the jail not just by what I said in court . He ' s 

in the jail because of what a lot of other people said 

about him as well, and it ' s all exactly the same as what 

I said . 

I mean , the guy lives in fantasy land . I ' m telling 

you , he ' s mentally unstable . It ' s as simple as that . 

He shouldn ' t be in prison . He should be in a hospital . 

22 Q. You tell us , ' Jim', at the end of your own statement on 

23 

24 

page 62 that not a day goes by without you remembering 

another detail of what happened to you? 

25 A . Yeah . It keeps happening and happening . I mean , ever 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

since what ' s his name , - got in touch with me , 

I ' ve been having nightmares and thoughts coming back and 

just barely eating a thing and it just brings it all 

back , you know , and for a while I managed to get over 

it . 

I mean , I started a couple of businesses , a computer 

business , but then the big boys came in and so 

I couldn ' t compete with them . I had to give t hat up . 

So I bought a public house . Made a great success of 

that . Took the takings up nearly 200 per cent in the 

first month . Then the police found out that I had 

a public house and that went , bang, took my licence off 

me and says : 

' No , you ' re not a fit and proper person , you can ' t 

run a public house , give it here .' 

And they shut me down . It cost me over £100 , 000 , 

not a penny back . 

Then this - - that , I don ' t know who it was , somebody 

awarded me £100 , 000 , they took criminal injuries off it , 

they took an advance of it and then they took, what was 

it , cost of l iving of it , whatever cost of living was , 

it must have been my board money for when I was in these 

places and that was it . Most of that my own personal 

money went on sol icitors . The money I got in this 

compensation scheme thing , that went on solicitors . 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

I' ve been spending thousands of pounds on 

solicitors , trying to take a private prosecution against 

the De La Salle Order and just banging my head against 

a wal l . They can ' t get any records . De La Salle have 

destroyed them . End of story . 

6 Q . The focus today, ' Jim ', is of course on the De La Salle 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

schools as we have been discussing, but I want to also 

ask you a little bit about some other institutions that 

you went to after St Ninian ' s . 

Once you were home with your family , after 

St Ninian ' s , did there then come a time you went to 

another institution? 

13 A. Yes . 

14 Q . Which was the next one that you went into? 

15 A. The next one I went into was Balgowan, that ' s in Dundee . 

16 Q . While you were waiting to go to Bal gowan , did you go to 

17 a remand home? 

18 A . Yes , I did . 

19 Q . Was that also in Dundee? 

20 A . That was in Dundee . That was in 

2 1 Q . Was that Harestane? 

22 A . No , that was a new remand home in Harestane . I went to 

23 

24 

25 

the old one that used to be in the town and then I went 

to Harestane , because they c l osed that one down and 

turned it into a private house . 
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1 Q . While you were at Harestane did somebody come to see 

2 you? 

3 A . Lots of people . 

4 Q . We ' re now on your Inquiry statement , paragraph 39 . 

5 A . Lots of people came to see me when I was on remand, 

6 taking reports . 

7 Q . Did somebody called - come to see you? 

8 A . Bailie - yes , he did . 

9 Q . Who is that? 

A. He used to be a in Dundee and 10 

11 

12 

13 

a very wealthy man , very wealthy man . I have been to 

his house . I've been out in his yacht, taken out in his 

yacht and I done a painting of his yacht for him --

14 Q . You were in Harestane were you waiting for a place to 

15 come up at Balgowan? 

16 A . Yes . 

17 Q . And - came to see you? 

18 A . Yeah . 

19 Q . Did anything happen when he came to see you? 

20 A . He abused me every time he came to see me . 

2 1 Q . When you say he abused you, what did he do to you? 

22 A . He raped me , he masturbated over me . 

23 Q. How many times did he come and see you in Harestane? 

24 A . I would say I was in Harestane for about three weeks , 

25 four weeks , I would say l east twice , three times a week . 
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1 Q . Did he sexually abuse you on every occasion? 

2 A . Every occasion . He would like to take me for a bath . 

3 He liked to bath the boys in the remand centre . 

4 Q . What was his connection to the institution? 

5 A . He was a trustee or something like that , you know, 

6 

7 

8 

a member of the board , something like that . He sat in 

courts . He hanged himsel f eventually because they were 

coming to get him. 

9 Q. Did you tell anybody what was happening to you? 

10 A . What is the point? What ' s the point? I told the 

11 

12 

13 

14 

police . I told every person in every home that I had 

been in what had happened to me . Nobody believes you . 

Police certainly didn ' t believe me . The sheriff , I told 

Cox --

15 LADY SMITH : That ' s the sheriff in Dundee? 

16 A . Yeah . I told Sheriff Cox I said. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

' What are you going to do , send me back to one of 

these places to be raped again? ' 

' What are you talking about? Things like that don ' t 

happen .' 

That ' s what he said to me , this sheriff . 

22 MS MACLEOD : You tell us in your statement that Sheriff Cox 

23 

24 

was involved in your placements a number of times when 

you moved between different places . 

25 A . Every time I went in front of him . I never went into 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

open court . It was always in his chambers , right , with 

the clerk of the court . .. and the Procurator Fiscal , me 

and, I don ' t know, somebody from the council or the 

probation service . 

5 Q. Was it i n that situation that you told him? 

6 A. Yes , I told him in front of all of these people , every 

7 

8 

9 

singl e one of them and a l l they would do is : no , no , 

recommitted and sen t away for another four years . 

Nobody would believe me . 

10 Q. Did you go to court when you were being moved from one 

11 place to another? 

12 A. Yeah , just went and seen him . Every crime under the sun 

13 

14 

15 

put on to me . Police just lobbed them on, lobbed them 

on , because I was too young to be sent to prison . So 

I thought , until they took me in there I was 13, 14 . 

16 Q. When you were in the remand home , did a place come up at 

17 Balgowan and you were moved to Balgowan? 

18 A. I ran away from the remand home first , I bailed it . 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

I was away for two or three days . They took me back in 

front of Cox . And he gave me an unruly certificate . 

I was 14 at the time . So the remand home was no good . 

That couldn ' t hold me . So he had a better idea . He 

sent me to Perth Prison and he locked me up in the jail . 

24 Q . Did you go to Bal gowan before that? 

25 A. No , I went from Perth jail to Balgowan . 
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1 Q . You went to Perth Prison first? 

2 A . Yeah . 

3 Q . How long were you there for? 

4 A . Three weeks nearl y . 

5 Q . Was it from there that you went to Balgowan? 

6 A . Yeah . Appeared in court first . I was taken from the 

7 

8 

jail to the court and the court sent me to Balgowan, 

because they had a space for me . 

9 Q . There is the record that suggested that might have been 

10 

11 

around 1965 that you went to Balgowan, would 

that be about right , would you be about --

12 A . I was -- it was in the 1960s , some time . I don ' t know 

13 which 

14 Q . Did you encounter - again at Balgowan? 

15 A . Yes , he was on the board of that school as well . And he 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

would take me out for the weekends and thing like that , 

because that is what happened in these days , they were 

trying to teach these kids what real life was about . 

Oh , yes , they taught you okay . He used to take you away 

for the weekend, maybe take you out on his boat , but he 

was only taking you away so he could abuse you . 

22 Q . On the occasions you were taken away from Balgowan by 

23 - did he abuse you? 

24 A . Yeah , he did . 

25 Q . Sexually abuse you? 
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1 A . Yes , he did . 

2 Q. Did he also come i nto the school to visit you? 

3 A . He came in the school any time he felt like coming in 

4 

5 

the school and that was always , always at night- time . 

Usually at bath time . 

6 Q. Did - take you out on his yacht while you were 

7 at Balgowan? 

8 A . He did, yes . 

9 Q . Were there other peopl e on the yacht? 

10 A . Another two guys . 

11 Q . Did anything happen on the yacht? 

12 A . I was abused on the yacht by - and one of the 

13 other guys . 

14 Q . Sexually abused? 

15 A . Sexually abused . And there were photographs taken of 

16 that . 

17 Q . Was there a teacher at Balgowan called Mr llllt 
18 A. There was , he was a woodwork teacher . 

19 Q . Did he take you to church? 

20 A . He took me to church quite often . 

21 Q . Did anything happen when he took you to church? 

22 A . Only ever happened once and it was -- funnily enough 

23 

24 

25 

it ' s a Mormon church and I was making up tickets for 

them because they were having a charity thing and it was 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

ticket entrance only and because I was a bit of 

an artist he got me to ma ke the tickets for him and yes 

I got abused in there by him and that was the only time 

it happened there with him. 

5 Q . On one occasion Mr 111111 took you to church and abused 

6 you? 

7 A. Yeah . 

8 Q. Did he sexually abuse you? 

9 A. Yes , in his car . 

10 Q. What did he do? 

11 A. He made me masturbate him . 

12 Q. While you were at Bal gowan did you report the abuse by 

13 - or by Mr - to anybody? 

14 A. I gave up reporting by then . It was just a waste of 

15 

16 

17 

time . If you went and made a compl aint all you got was 

battered. It was as simple as that , so it was just as 

well to keep your mouth shut . 

18 Q. Did you spend a period of time at Thornly Park List D 

19 school? 

20 A. I did, in Paisley . 

2 1 Q . You tell us you were there about ten days? 

22 A. Aye , that was too easy, that place . 

23 Q. What do you mean by that? 

24 A. You could just walk in and out the place any time you 

25 felt like it . 
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1 Q . While you were there you tel l us you were told you were 

2 going for a bath? 

3 A. Yes . 

4 Q . How did you react to that? 

5 A. I wasn ' t very happy . I says , no , no , this is not 

6 happening any more . I ' m too old for this carry on now . 

7 Q . Why was that? 

8 A. Because I knew I would be abused . If I went i n to that 

9 

10 

11 

room and stripped off I was getting abused . There was 

no way I was doing that so I really -- I was quite 

a hardy guy by then , take my word for it . 

12 Q. Did you go into the room? 

13 A. I went into the room and this guy came in and I beat the 

14 shit out of him . 

15 Q . You tell us that you ran away from there? 

16 A. Oh , yeah . 

17 Q. From there were you caught and did you go to 

18 Rossie Farm --

19 A. Aye . 

20 Q. -- List D school? 

2 1 A . MacDonald wing . 

22 Q. You tell us that the MacDonald wing was a lockdown 

23 facility , very secure? 

24 A . Very , very -- I never managed to run away from there . 

25 There was no way out of there . 
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2 

3 

Q . Who 

A . 

Rossie Farm at the time? 

of the main school , he was liiillll 
of that as well . 

4 Q . You mention a -

5 A . That ' s it . 

6 Q. You tell us that you spent three years in that secure 

7 environment? 

8 A . I did . 

9 Q . Were you seen by a psychologist while you were at 

10 Rossie Farm? 

11 A . That is what he told me he was . 

12 Q . Did something happen when you were seen by the 

13 psychologist? 

14 A . Yeah , I told him what had been happening to me and he 

15 

16 

17 

says , ' Oh, really ', and then he says , ' Show me what they 

done to you . Show me what they ' d done to you ' . That ' s 

what he said and then he abused me in there . 

18 Q . Were you referring to the sexual abuse that you ' d 

19 experienced in the different institutions you ' d been in? 

20 A . Yeah . 

21 Q . Did he abuse you? 

22 A . He did . 

23 Q. What did he do to you? 

24 A . He raped me . 

25 Q . How did you respond to this at the time? 

183 



1 A . I fought back at the time , but he was a wee bit tougher 

2 than me . 

3 Q. I think you tell us that as a result of fighting back 

4 

5 

that you were then p l aced in what you call a concrete 

room? 

6 A. I was in that the day I went in there . I was in that 

7 

8 

room for six months . I ate and slept in that room on 

a concrete block . 

9 Q . You tell us that you didn ' t see many people other than 

10 to bring you food or if somebody came --

11 A. Came to the door , the cell door . There was a hatch in 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

that and they put it through there . That was it . 

I never seen any of the other inmates of the place . 

I seen two on the way in . 

Q . Did come to see you in the concrete room? 

A . Yeah , he ' s a weirdo . 

Q . Did anything happen when 

A. Yes , he abused me as well. 

Q . He abused you? 

A. Yeah . 

Q . In the concrete room? 

A. In the concrete room, 

Q . With , what did he do to you in the 

concrete room? 

25 A . He just masturbated in front of me . He tried to rape me 
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1 but I wouldn ' t let him. 

2 Q. Was that o n one occasion he did that or more than one 

3 occasion? 

4 A. Three times . 

5 Q. Three times? 

6 A. Yeah . 

7 Q . You mentioned ~ was he a mention of staff? 

8 A. Yeah , he ran the MacDonald wing . 

9 Q. Did he come into the concrete box? 

10 A. Yes . 

11 Q. What happened when he came into the concrete box? 

12 A. He beat the l iving hel l out of me , then he raped me . 

13 I couldn ' t fight him. He was too big . 

14 Q. Was that something that happened once or more than once? 

15 A. That happened on numerous occasions , which I have 

16 

17 

18 

reported to the police . The police investigated and 

they say, ' Well , there ' s nothing we can do , he ' s got 

dementia , so let ' s forget about that shall we? ' 

19 Q. You tell us at paragraph 49 of your statement that 

20 - asked you on one occasion or told you on one 

2 1 occasion that - had been on the phone? 

22 A. Yeah . 

23 Q. Wondering if you ' d said anything? 

24 A. Yeah . 

25 Q . Did you tell - anything about - ? 
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1 A . Oh , he knew . He knew al l about him . I told everybody 

2 

3 

4 

by now . It didn ' t matter who you told . I told the 

sheriff that sent me there, but didn ' t make the 

slightest bit of difference . 

5 Q. Did there come a time when you got out of the concrete 

6 box? 

7 A . Oh , yeah , yeah . 

8 Q. Was there an occasion where you were asked to go and see 

9 a female member of staff? 

10 A. Yeah . 

11 Q . At her cottage? 

12 A. Yeah . 

13 Q. To do some gardening? 

14 A . To do some gardening . That was her favourite excuse . 

15 Q . Do you remember her name? 

16 A . I don ' t , I ' m sorry, I really cannot remember . 

17 Q . You say she was a teacher at Rossie Farm? 

18 A . She was a teacher . 

19 Q . Did something happen when you went to her house? 

20 A . Yeah . She come in and says , ' Sit down, there ' s a bottle 

21 

22 

23 

24 

of Coke , drink that , I ' m away to get my gardening 

clothes on , I'll be out in a minute '. 

And she went away into her room and come out naked . 

And I thought , ' What ' s going on now? ' 

25 Q . What did you do? 
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1 A . I didn ' t do anything . I didn ' t know what to do . 

2 Q. Did you leave? 

3 A . Eventually I did . I couldn ' t understand what was going 

4 on , this dame took her c l othes off . 

5 Q. You say in your statement : 

6 

7 

' It was quite clear what she wanted . I didn ' t know 

what to do . This absolutely blew my mind.' 

8 A . Yeah . I knew what she wanted . 

9 Q . You said: 

10 

11 

' I had never been with a woman before . I opened the 

door and ran away . ' 

12 A . I' ve never been out l ong enough to go away with a woman . 

13 Q. After Rossie Farm you tell us you were sent to Glenochil 

14 Detention Centre? 

15 A . Yeah , I had a wee sojourn there, that was a good place . 

16 Q . Then when you were 17 that you were sent to 

17 Polmont Young Offenders institution? 

18 A. No , it was a borstal then , it was not a young offenders . 

19 Q . Did you spend two years there? 

20 A. I certainly did . 

2 1 Q . You tell us you were out of there for about six weeks 

22 

23 

and you were then back before Sheriff Cox , who sent you 

to the Young Offenders Unit at Saughton Prison? 

24 A . That ' s right . 

25 Q . Then you tell us that you were out of Saughton in your 

1 87 



1 

2 

early 20s , that you were then back in a young offenders 

institution called Friarton Young Offenders in Perth? 

3 A . Yeah . 

4 Q . And that on your 21st birthday you were transferred to 

5 Barlinnie Prison? 

6 A . That ' s correct . A great life , I ' ve been locked up since 

7 I was seven . 

8 Q . At the age of 22 were you then in Perth Prison for 

9 a while? 

10 A . I was . 

11 Q. Then you say that you got out and realised it was 

12 getting beyond a joke? 

13 A. Yeah . 

14 Q. That you were going to learn to read and write and get 

15 yourself a job? 

16 A . Well , I tried . I learnt to read and write , but 

17 

18 

19 

I couldn ' t work for anybody . I just couldn ' t do it . 

I couldn ' t take discipline . I couldn ' t do what I was 

told . It didn ' t work for me . 

20 Q . You tell us then ' Jim ' that in the mid-1970s you met 

21 

22 

your wife , who you have been married to for over 

40 years , and that you have a great relationship? 

23 A. Yeah . 

24 Q . You have told us already a little bit about your career 

25 and the pub you mentioned . And that you then went on to 
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1 work with computers and had your own business? 

2 A . Yeah , well I had a computer business first . I did try . 

3 Q . You set that out in detail in your statement . I ' m not 

4 

5 

6 

7 

taking you through the detai l but we do have all of 

that . 

You tell us now that you are looking after your wife 

and you ' ve got children and grandch ildren? 

8 A . Yes , it was when I had kids that I decided to talk about 

9 

10 

11 

this , even the s l ightest off chance one of my kiddies 

might have been sent there, to one of these places , and 

that wasn ' t happening . 

12 Q . You spoke to the police in the 1990s --

13 A. Yeah . 

14 Q . -- about your experiences at St Ninian ' s? 

15 A . Yeah . 

16 Q . You have spoken to the police since then about your 

17 experiences at some of the other institutions --

18 A . Yeah . 

19 Q . -- that we have spoken about today? 

20 A. Yeah . 

2 1 Q . You provided evidence in the High Court in relation to 

22 the trial --

23 A . Three times . 

24 Q . I n relation to Brother Benedict? 

25 A . Yeah . I ' ve grown old with them . 
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1 Q . At the end of your statement , ' Jim', you set out some of 

2 

3 

4 

5 

your views and hopes for this Inquiry and that ' s at 

paragraph 90 of your statement . You say that the only 

way to stop abuse is to stop children getting invol ved 

in religious establishments? 

6 A . That ' s correct . 

7 Q . You say that it ' s not natural for a man to be celibate 

8 and walking around dressed in a gown? 

9 A . No , it ' s not . 

10 Q . And you think more should be done to ensure that the 

11 

12 

staff who work at Local Authority places are fit and 

suitable to work with chi l dren? 

13 A. Certainly . 

14 Q. And you hope that this will help protect children and 

15 

16 

that the Inquiry wil l help keep weirdos away from 

children? 

17 A. Well , I hope it does , but I have my doubts . 

18 

19 

20 

Q . ' Jim ' , I ' ve been asking you a l ot of questions today . 

I just want to ask you if you have anything you wan t to 

add or you want to say at this point? 

2 1 A . I just want to say that a ll due respect to you , I mean 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this has been going on for years and at the end of it , 

and this is still with the utmost respect for yourself, 

I don ' t think a singl e thing will change . As long as 

kiddies are being sent to these residential places , they 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

are going to be abused . 

It doesn't matter how good you vet the members of 

staff , they always get through, always get through . You 

can do a l l the background checks you want on them . 

They ' re always clean as snow , but there will be abuse . 

It will not stop . 

I t is not going to stop until sending kiddies away 

stops . 

9 MS MACLEOD : Thank you , ' Jim'. 

10 

11 

My Lady, I haven ' t received any applications for 

questions . 

12 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

' Jim ' , I just want to thank you for bearing with us 

so patiently as you have done and providing as much 

evidence as you have done . Really grateful to you . 

You ' l l probably go away exhausted tonight after a ll 

you have given us . But I hope you appreciate that we 

will put what you have tol d us to as good use as we can . 

We have to try . I hear everyth ing you say, but we have 

to try to make things better . 

2 1 A . Well , I hope you ' re successful . 

22 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

23 A . I have my doubts , I ' m sorry . No personal doubts about 

24 you . I ' m sure you ' l l do your job --

25 LADY SMITH : I always liked a challenge, ' Jim '. 
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1 A . -- but I can ' t see this changing . 

2 LADY SMITH : It ' s hard . I understand that . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

But we need to make people understand what happened 

in the past -- we have made great headway in doing 

that -- and then move on to challenging those who can 

make changes to make changes for the future to protect 

children better than in the past . 

I'm not promising we can eliminate it . 

9 A . But the thing is you can ' t give these peopl e their lives 

10 back . 

11 LADY SMITH : I know . I do know that . 

12 A . They ' re gone . And a ll their childhood . I never p l ayed 

13 

14 

15 

with bairns and toys and things like that . There was 

none of that . I was used as a sexual ornament 

basical ly, right . I was there just to be abused . 

16 LADY SMITH : I get that . 

17 A . There was no teaching me anything . 

18 LADY SMITH: For the price of a bottle of l emonade and 

19 a packet of crisps , I get that . 

20 A . Yes , basically . That ' s what you were worth . A bottle 

2 1 of pop and a packet of crisps . 

22 LADY SMITH : Well , I see a woman sitting quite close to you 

23 

24 

25 

who I think values you rather more than that and 

I' m delighted that she is here to support you as you 

leave us today . 
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1 I wish you all the best as you go home. 

2 A. Thanks very much . 

3 LADY SMITH : Thank you . 

4 (The witness withdrew) 

5 LADY SMITH : Names again , some of them are repetition of 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

earlier, Brothers -

- 111111, Benedict, 

Mrfillll- and 

zMJO 
,_ 

Mr McKenna , 

I f anyone is in any doubt as to whether they can 

identify them outside this room please check before they 

do so . 

I think that ' s the end of today . 

13 MS MACLEOD : Yes , my Lady , that is the end of today . 

14 

15 

We have an early start tomorrow morning with 

a videolink coming in at 8 . 00 am . 

16 LADY SMITH : Yes . 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

My apologies in advance to the fact that this is 

happening in the depths of winter , but we ' re linking 

with somebody in a place that is not winter and there is 

a time lag and 8 o ' clock is the most social time , if 

I can put it that way , we could arrive at . 

I look forward to any of you who are going to be 

here tomorrow being here in time for the 8 o ' clock link . 

I wi l l be here , as will the team. 

That ' s all for today . Thank you . 
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2 1 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

(4 . 25 pm) 

(The I nquiry adjourned until 8 . 00 am o n 

Wednesday , 10 January 2024) 
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