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and toothpaste or whatever, they would replace them and
for some reason, he seemed to like the idea of getting
new things. So he would eat his socap so he could get

a new bar the next again week.

And you tell us in this part of your statement that on
one occasion, a member of staff caught him eating the
soap?

Uh-huh.

And can you remember what her reaction was?

Erm, I'm sure it was Miss that caught him eating
the soap and she used to wear Scholl's and I remember
her taking it off and hitting him.

Okay, and can you remember how you felt about that at
the time?

I was guite shocked because obviocusly me and my brother
had never been hit growing up, erm, so I didn't even
know that that's something that people would want to do
to other people.

Other than that occasion, were you aware of anybody --
any of the other children being hit while you were in
Drever House?

Yeah, some of them were -- och, I remember, you know,
some of them maybe just getting a slap on the legs or on
the hand, erm, but I couldn't tell you specifically

what -- what for.
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Okay. And then you tell us at this part of the
statement about the issue with the tomatoes that you've
already told us about in your evidence?

Yeah.

And then you talk again at paragraph 65 about another
member of staff?

Uh-huh.

And this was an occasion, you tell us, where a member of
staff came into the dormitory at nighttime --

Yeah.

-- and there had been a picnic --

Yes.

-- during the day --

Yeah.

-- and she asked if you wanted something else from the
picnic?

Yes. Yeah, that was when I had not long moved into the
actual main Blind School itself. I was still in primary
school and the oral hygienist had been round that day
and we had to bring a teddy to school and we had a teddy
bears' picnic and at the teddy bears' picnic we got,
erm, cubes of cheese, pieces of apples and some cucumber
and then it was , the member of staff, and
she came into the room and at that time there were six

of us sharing a room and said: 'Who wants some of what
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that's having a baby, it's me that's having a baby'.
And I said, 'No', you know, 'It must be your mum', and
she said, 'No, the baby is in my tummy', and I remember
thinking that was very odd.
And again, is that something that you've reflected on
since?
Yes, yeah, and with everything that's happened with
David Penman, you know, I've probably put two and two
together, whether I've come up with four, I don't know.
And then at the next paragraph, you talk about letting
the staff know how uncomfortable David made you feel?
Yeah.
You say:

'T regularly told the staff.'
Yes, yeah.
So which staff did you tell?
It would have been the house staff that were working on
the girls' floor, so it would have been, you know,
Fiona, Kerry, i} Gillian, any one of them, but they
were obviously limited on what they could do, because,
you know, they couldn't stop him coming to that floor
because unfortunately that's where the dining room was.
You know, they couldn't really do anything about it,
because he was in my class at school. But I just felt

that, you know, I wanted them to know that that's how
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LADY SMITH: 'Diana', can I just add my thanks.

A. Yeah, thank you.

LADY SMITH: 1It's been so good to hear you talk to us about
your experiences and I'm grateful to you for how open
and frank you've been able to be about those. I'm sure
it can't have been easy, taking yourself back to that
period of your life.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you for that.

A. No problem.

LADY SMITH: And well done for where you've got to now.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: You've obviously built something important of
your life.

A. Yes. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: You are now free to go and I hope the rest of
the day is restful for you.

A. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Let me just mention a couple of names before we
have the morning break, names of people who are not to
be identified as having been mentioned in our evidence
and that's _ and a Miss . Thank
you.

We'll take the break now and I'll sit again at about
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A.

where, erm -- what's the pseudonym you used? 'Diana'?
'Diana', I think, yep.
When we explored that during trial, obviously pointing
out: well, look, here's, you know, one of the
productions. This is -- when it was put to her, it was
like, 'Right, oh well, maybe I've got that wrong'. And
obviously when staff gave evidence at my trial as well,
they were able to confirm the position that I was in
with four girls.

It should be noted that one of the things that -- as
you pointed out -- I still have a conviction for the

Royal Blind School, but I was not convicted where

was concerned -- oh, sorry, my apologies,
where she was concerned, because of -- during the trial,

we were able to point out serious inconsistencies and
that was one of them, about obviously one person saying
I'm in this class and we're able to say, well, no, this
is in actual fact where I was. I think in my final
statement, I was able to name who I was in my class
with.

You have done that, David, in your statement. Thank
you, we do have that.

So I hope that answers your question.

MS INNES: Thank you.

LADY SMITH: And I think, David, you're talking about
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Now, at paragraph 13 of your statement, on page 3,
you talk about _ at the school
and you say -- you mention some names there and I just
want to ask you a little bit about each of them.

So you say that when --
Can I just -- hold on -- try and catch up with you?
Because obviously the braille one's different. You're
talking about number 137
Paragraph 13, yes.
Right, okay. Sorry.

(Pause)

Right, I'm with you.

You say:

'When I started in August 1986, was
C—

That's correct.

So stopping there, what are your memories of Mr ,
what kind of person was he?

Erm, I would say old-fashioned, so to speak I would --
you know, he was -- he wasn't afraid to utilise the old
corporal punishment, so to speak, not as a literal

thing, but -- I'm not talking about like, you know, belt
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or ruler-type thing, but certainly giving someone a slap
around the ear was something that he was known for.

He didn't have as much interaction, certainly not to
the level of Myra Meek ||
It's quite -- it's wvery hard to answer that question,
because my perceptions of him at the time and my
perceptions of him now are greatly different and my
perceptions now influence how I answer that guestion, in
that, you know, we had instances of, you know, if you
take what I was convicted of out of the equation, we had
instances of staff abuse.

Do I think -- did he know, yes, I think he did, but
that's -- I have no evidence to suggest that, that's my
gut instinct.

Okay. Now, you mention Myra Meek there and we

PXJ ?

Yes.

And, again, what sort of person was she and, if you want
to answer it separately, you know, what were your
impressions of her at the time?

At the time -- well, she was -- she was -- she also
taught as well as doing her role. She was originally

should I say, at the point where everything came out
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there was, like, an illness, but I wouldn't say I had
any more dealings with her than anyone else. But she
was very much so -- she was very hands-on and a spade's
a spade, it's -- I think that that would be -- that's
certainly how I would describe her and I think most
people that worked with her would probably describe her
as that, or I would like to think so.
Okay. Now, going on to paragraph 16 of your statement,
you talk about houseparents and you say there that
houseparents were four to a floor?
That's correct.
And did the houseparents work shifts?
Yes. So your shifts would be -- your early shift would
be 7 to 1. They had a day shift which was 9 to 5. They
had another shift which was like 2 till 10, but they had
a broken shift which was, say, 7 till 12 and then 6 till
10. I think it depended on the day because obviously --
sorry, Friday was a half day.

My understanding from the weekend was it was
a straight run shift, like a 12 -- 9 till 9, even though
they stayed on in the premises, erm, but yeah.
And how many houseparents would have been on at any
given time?
Two. So if you -- even though I'm saying two, you could

have -- so where the boys' floor was concerned,
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that to you?

Yes.

And again on this occasion he was interrupted again?
Yeah, same member of staff.

And what did the member of staff who interrupted you --
him on that occasion, do?

Frank had left before she could say anything, but she --
knew exactly, I think, what was going on, because
at the time -- and even I think it was certainly later
that day -- I mean, he only did that once to me and she
had made that clear that -- he wouldn't be doing that
again and then if someone is saying te you, 'Look, he's
not doing that again', you usually infer that she knows
what's going on.

And beyond saying to you that it wouldn't happen again,
did she speak to you about what had happened or say that

she was going to tell maybe the headteacher about that?

No. There was more -- it was more —‘had -
had worked out that in many respects I kind of

felt rejected by being sent to the school and in many
respects the relationship between me and my mother
wasn't what I think you would class normal on account of
that.

I don't -- I think that's wrong. I wouldn't say --

I'm not saying we had an abnormal relationship. I just
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think that there was a bigger -- it was strained and
had picked up on that and in many respects she
kinda took on, as well as a houseparenting role, I think
she'd seen the necessity for also a motherly role as
well and she very much sort of played that and I think
it was more about -- not just her kind of protecting me
but also, you know, 'Don't worry, you know, I've fixed
ity dblg ==

Erm, you know, she doesn't need to go to someone
else 'cause she's already dealt with it. I don't know
-- I know what I'm saying, I'm not sure if that's coming
across the way I want it to.
At paragraph 50, you refer to Frank's photography?
Yes.
You say that it was a hobby and he had a room set up for
photography. Can you remember if boys were invited to
his room for him to take --
I don't think there is -- I don't think there's a boy
that wasn't in that room, to be guite frank.
And what was the purpose of them going to the room?
He was passing it off as -- he was passing it off as
an activity, he was trying to say, 'Well, I'm doing
photography', as a way of, you know, providing
an activity.

In truth, I think that in reality it was a way for

130





















10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

these people can't see and they might slip or they might
...', everything else.

I mean, we used to -- if you were to interview
anyone from the school and you were to ask, you know,

was there somecne called ', that's what

everybody called her, because she would sit and eat

a packet of _whilst she watched you, either

in the bath or the shower, which just isn't normal but

Now, moving on to paragraph 66 of your statement, you
talk there about a member of staff you've already
mentioned, who was a houseparent called [l
Yes.
And I think you tell us there that she stayed
permanently in the school --
Yes.

-- is that correct?

And you tell us at paragraph 67 that you used to
have a red cassette case with your music cassettes. You
loved music and then you say that on one occasion, she
invited you through to the staff wing and into her
bedroom on the pretext of her looking at your tapes --
Yeah.

-- is that right? What --

That actually became an instance where that happened
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pled guilty.

When I look at something like what happened to me,
was that a contributing factor towards me perhaps being
on a path of offending in relation to circa 1993 and
1999, I would say yes. It's not an excuse. It's not
a minimisation, but it is -- it's something that when
I was -- when I went -- when I gave my statement to the
Inquiry, I hadn't really thought about this. When you
think about even what happened with Frank, the amount of
opportunities there was for actually genuine and true
help at the time was zero. I mean, even when they were
investigating Frank, it was more about: right, what did
he do? What did he not do? It wasn't about: right, you
know, he's been convicted, right, how do we help you
deal with that?

Erm, and that's such a serious problem and that
didn't really certainly hit home to me until I've done
my statement to the Inquiry, 'cause like I said, I had
bottled a lot of things up with [N} T just let that
be.

Okay. So you have told us about that in your statement.

I'm conscious of the time, David. We normally take

a break at 3 o'clock for a short period.

LADY SMITH: TWould this be a good point to break?

MS INNES: Yes.
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rather than about other pupils?
No, they were asking for general -- there was --
although they were asking about staff, everybody was
asked if anyone, you know -- are there anything else
that -- you know -- the opportunity was there for anyone
to have said. I mean, the opportunity was there for me
to say about . I didn't take it.
Now, going on to paragraph 81 of your statement, you say
that you left the Royal Blind School in 1992 when you
were 17, because you were expelled. Why was it that you
were expelled from the school?
I was in -- I was in the Hostel at the time. I had
participated in a work placement in a school and my work
placement was the Citizens Advice Bureau and at the same
time as my work placement, there was a student from
Queen Margaret University, she was on -- part of her
degree, she was on a placement as well.

In short, we entered a relationship which was
a physical and sexual relationship, consensual, but
I was sneaking out the Hostel to travel halfway across
Edinburgh to go and stay in her flat overnight.
And you say that you'd been -- at paragraph 82 -- warned
three times before you were expelled?
Yes, verbal warning, erm, a written warning, a written

warning, plus sent home early and then obviously the
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A. My Lady, can I --

LADY SMITH: What is it?

A. Can I also, before we conclude, can I make a final point
which I think is quite important, not just only for
myself but for the Inquiry?

And that is that when I gave my statement,
I'm obviously disclosing certain things for the first
time in my life and where there are safeguards in place
here in custody obviously to ensure that, you know,
I'm safe and everything else, my concern is that, you
know, by doing so, there's no opportunity for someone in
my position to then explore that, either further through
some type of either counselling or support remit 'cause,
like I said, until this Inquiry I had never discussed
what had happened wherewas concerned with
anyone.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A. Erm, and I don't feel it is fair for me to go the mile
and put all my cards on the table and then not be given
the opportunity to not only get support, but also to
explore what -- you know, help in terms of counselling
or anything else that comes after that, if that makes
sense.

LADY SMITH: I've noted all that, David. It's here.

I hope you appreciate that these are things that
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1 I have no power to influence or make any decisions
2 about. Do you appreciate that?

3 A. Yeah. At the end of the day, for me, it's just being

4 documented, I think's important or even just, as you
5 said, you can't influence but I don't see why the
6 question can't be asked.

7 LADY SMITH: Well, it's now in the transcript, because

8 you've made your position clear on that, so you'll see

9 it there in due course.

10 Thank you very much again for your time, David, and
11 we're now able to let you go and we'll be able to switch
12 off the link. Thank you.

13 (The witness withdrew)

14 MS INNES: So, that concludes the evidence for today.
15 LADY SMITH: Yes.

16 MS INNES: We're not sitting tomorrow. We had hoped to have

17 evidence from another person in respect of the

18 Royal Blind School, that is _

19 Unfortunately, we'wve not been able to conclude

20 a statement from him to enable him to give evidence

21 tomorrow, but should that become available that will,
22 of course, be shared in due course in the normal way.
23 We will resume evidence again on Friday with two

24 applicants giving evidence in relation to their time at
25 St Vincent's School for the Deaf.

164



10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Final names for the day of people who

are not to be

identified as referred to by us today: a member of staff

whose nickname was ', a member of staff

referred to by name and she's not to be identified

either.

You will also maybe have noticed that
referred to and we have
him before. 1In the meantime, he's not to
outside this room. If that changes, that
clear. Thank you.

(3.54 pm)
{(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00

on Friday, 29 August 2025)
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