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BSL

she was good to me, and the rest of the nuns I couldn't
say I had any dealings with at all.

And you also mention a Sister . What was she
like?

Oh, didn't like her. I never liked her, nah. She was
very strict. She was very mean. She was always hitting
me .

Do you know what her Jjob was?

I don't know, I think she was quite high up, I suppose.

I don't know if she's like of something,
S

And you've mentioned that there was very little sign
language used, it was all oral and lip reading
communication, but that some children were allowed to
use sign language; why was that?

I don't know, maybe it was their parents, their parents'
wishes. I don't know why. I remember my mum and dad
hearing the Sisters saying that 'signing makes you like
a monkey'. I thought, what? That doesn't sound very
nice. And that's what apparently was said.

And were you able to understand what was being said or
what was going on?

INTERPRETER: Do you mean as in speaking or as in

signing?

MS INNES: In speaking.
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Sisters also took classes?

There were teachers, there were teachers in the school.

And so were there no Sisters in the school?

Erm, yeah, there was sometimes, sometimes. Like they

were watching for who was signing. You know, it's like

they were just watching us all the time, spying on us.

And was sign language ever used by the teachers in the

classes that you were in?

Both really, both ways. We had to wear these

headphones, earphones.

If T can go on in your statement, it's at paragraph 43,

you say that you remember having lessons where you had

to follow a book and it was like an assessment. It

would be one-to-one with Sister [N or another

Sister. Do you know why --

Could you say that again, sorry? I didn't get that.

So you tell us that you would have lessons where you had

to follow a book and it was like an assessment?

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

It would be one-to-one with Sister or another

Sister?

Erm, I kind of remember it, yes, I do.

So, you've told us in your statement, I'll read it out:
'I just remember feeling so nervous having to do

this because I wasn't allowed to sign and had to use my

17
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MS INNES: Do you know who these Sisters were?

A. Sister and the other one was -- oh,

I've forgotten her name. It began with a} It wasn't
- it was somebody -- no. I can't recall -- it was
a . It's in my report thing that I have. It says the
name in there. ., began with a .

Q. Now, going back to your statement, you were talking
about having the headphones on and then you tell us that
the teacher would put a feather in front of your mouth?

A. Yes.

Q. What were they doing with this feather?

A. It meant that -- well, it was like B or P or M or -- the
blowing that comes from your lips would hit the feather
and would help you to understand and speak. And they
would put their hands against your cheek and go, 'Mm,
mm'. Sometimes there would be like a board in front and
they'd say, 'What did I say? What did I say? Come on,
you've got to say it'. I never answered 'cause I didn't
understand. I didn't know.

LADY SMITH: '"Cassie', this Sister whose name you think
began with the letter ., was it Sister ?

n. [Eel PQF . PQF

LADY SMITH: Ah, |{SSSS +vou think. Okay. Thank you.

MS INNES: Now, 'Cassie', you were saying about sometimes

when the teacher would be working with this feather or

20
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BSL

And I'm a healthy -- I was a healthy girl. I was

a healthy, young girl. I don't know why they were
giving me this.

And you've told us in your statement that one day

a friend of yours asked where you were and then went to
loock in the dormitory?

INTERPRETER: Sorry, I'm just getting 'S sign
then, apologies.

That's right, yes, uh-huh, that's right. 2nd there were
three of them actually and the three of them didn't want
the Sisters to know. They wanted to know where I was
and they realised that the door was locked, so they
brought a chair and stood up to look through the window.
They were young at the time. So there was a high window
so they used a chair to get up to see, but unfortunately
there was a wall there -- where my bed was so they
couldn't see me 'cause I was round the corner, behind
the wall.

They didn't realise the Sisters were coming 'cause
obviously they were looking through the window and the
Sisters were coming up the back of them and as deaf
people, they wouldn't have heard that. So they were
caught. So they were grabbed by their backs and pulled
off the chair. One girl fell back and was really

injured on the back of her head. I don't know who the
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Sister was. I don't know what the name of the Sister
was that did that though. Very upset. Got reprimanded,
smacked, three girls then left and they had explained
that -- what had happened to them to me, so -- and that
was only recently I found that out, they had never said
that before. It was quite shocking to hear that that
had happened to them.
Now, 1in your statement, at page 19, you tell us a bit
more about Sister . So paragraph B89.
Sorry, I'm just going to turn to the right page. Yeah,
I've got it. Thank you.

(Pause)

Yes, thank you.
And you tell us there, as you've been saying, that you
would try to sign to each other but keep it hidden?
Yeah.
When was it that you were able to learn sign language?
I was late when I started to learn. I was about 15.
And then you tell us that if you were trying to use sign
language with your other deaf friends and not use
speech, Sister would come and punish you?
That's right.
And you say:

'If she caught us signing I would get my hands

slapped.'
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I mean, it was too late for me.

At page 27 of your statement, paragraph 122 --

Yeah.

-- you talk about a friend who wrote you letters after
you left St Vincent's. Did you ever get these letters?
Never. Erm, I met my friend,-. She told me, 'Oh,

I always wrote to you. I always posted the letters'.

I said, 'Really? To my address?', and she said, 'Yep'.
So I asked my mum. I thought maybe she'd put them away
somewhere and my mum said, 'No, I never got anything for
you'. So I think the Sisters must have lied. They must
have not posted those letters and maybe Jjust binned
them.

And then in the next paragraph you tell us about going
to a reunion at St Vincent's?

Reunion, yeah.

And how did you feel about going to the reunion and
seeing people again?

Very nervous, very anxious. You know, what if the
Sisters are there, what will I see when I'm there?

Maybe they won't be. Maybe they will be. When

I think it was Sister , I can't be confident about
that, but I think it was Sisterthat was there

and I hadn't seen her for such a long time, over maybe
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about 30 years. So I said, 'Oh, hello'. And I said,
'0Oh, do you remember me?', and the Sister looked a bit
off-guard about that and I said, 'It's '. And
the Sister seemed very awkward. She didn't really say
anything and I thought, 'Oh, right, okay, cool'.

I would have loved to have been able to ask questions of
her about the tablets, but it wasn't the right time for
that to happen. There were friends there -- it was, you
know, a reunion. Everybody was wanting to kinda meet
and get pictures taken. So it wasn't the right time to
be able to ask those questions of her, but, you know,
it's still in my head. I want to ask that gquestion.

I want to know what that was they were giving me.

And you say that it made you angry to see the Sister at
the reunion?

Yep. Didn't have a habit on. Looked different, like

a normal person. That was quite shocking to see as
well. Maybe she'd retired by that point. I don't
really know.

Why did you feel angry to see her there?

Because I feel that they should be telling the truth,
you know. You know, there should have been the truth
told to the police but that never happened. You know,
they were obviously trying to save their job.

Now, going on to page 29 of your statement, at

36
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here this morning and being so helpful and open in the
evidence that you've provided to us yourself. It's made
such a difference having you here. Thank you.
You're free to go. Safe journey home.
A. Thank you, thank you very much.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Now, I think I'm right in saying that our next
witness 1s scheduled for 2 o'clock; is that correct,
Ms Innes?

MS INNES: That's correct, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: So I'll rise now and sit again at 2.00. But
before I do that, we've used some names this morning of
people whose identities are protected by my General
Restriction Order and that was Sister , Sister
or and Sister and at one point, the
witness used her own first name, and that's
also protected by my General Restriction Order.

None of these people are to be identified as
referred to in our evidence outside this room.

I'll rise now and sit again at 2 o'clock. Thank
you.

(11.32 am)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.02 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon.

40
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blanked out in your statement -- but it -- you say that
there was a Sister who became ?
Yes, that's right.

What was she like?

I would say horrible, wvery tough, no kind of compassion
for deaf people. Very, very strict. I was, you know,
guite frightened of her, you know, I didn't really want
her to have anything to do with me. She was quite --
quite a figure.

And you then mention a Sister S . What was she

like?

Honestly, a lovely woman. When she arrived at the
school, it was kind of later on, I think maybe '85-ish,
'84/'85. Her teaching was amazing. She had empathy.
She explained why maybe I had made errors or things were
wrong. She then explained what it was that was wrong
about it. She taught me really well and I personally
wish she had been there since the start. I think if
she'd been there educating me, I would have had a much
better education, but unfortunately I only had her for
a very short time before leaving school.

Now I'm going to ask you a couple of questions about
meal times. And did you have lunch at the school?
Yeah.

What was the food like?
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so some of the parts of that sentence would be dropped,
because of the grammatical make-up of British Sign
Language, but of course back then I didn't know about
that, but that's what Total Communication was. It was
much later that I found the difference between that and
now I know obviously British Sign Language is

a completely different language but Total Communication
was based on English grammatical structure.

The oral side of things, you had Total Communication
and I think during the school holidays, I was home,

I came back, and when I got back to school, they put me
into the oral side so I stopped being in the
communication side, Total Communication, and I was in
the oral side and I would walk in and say, 'Good
morning', and you sign and I was told not to do that.
You speak only when you're in here.

I'm a profoundly deaf person so that seemed at odds
to me and I had been in the Total Communication class to
begin with. My mum had noticed that my behaviour was
a bit different and then when I said to her, 'I'm in
that oral class and that's the problem', my mum went
straight to the school, met the Sisters and said, 'No, I
want my son ... ', so Sister was like, 'Oh
right, okay, I'll put him back into

Total Communication'. So, yes, we signed, but the
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It was very, very frustrating. I should have been able
to learn it, but that teacher had no understanding.

You know, I mean, you would think she would be
looking for the children's behaviour and the minute they
gave you maybe a hard sum, be able to see straightaway
that you were struggling with that, like nine times
seven, I was stuck and it would have been good if they'd
been able to kind of give you tips on, like, how to
understand how to do multiplication or whatever, but
I was just totally stuck with no explanation at all so
I had no idea.

That teacher, the maths teacher, thought that the
oralist method was much better. I mean, I didn't like
her. She was a horrible woman. She thought speaking
was best, that was superior, but, you know, deaf people
that sign are just as good as anybody, so she was just
not a nice person.

And then you told us that she sent you to

Sister Why did she send you to

Sister

I think I didn't understand or couldn't understand
something and, because of that, she sent me to

Sister . S50 she was so I had
to sit outside in the kind of waiting room. Mrs Kay

went in and then I was given a book, it was a blue book,
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A.

a blue maths book, and there were lots of sums inside
this maths book and then, you know, it was like, you
know, whatever times 16 and I struggled to do it and

I was told to sit and do this and I was told to sit and
do it over lunch so I missed my lunch.

And I just -- because of that, I absolutely hate
maths now. You know, if they had explained it clearly
and simply to me, if they'd allowed me to try and
understand, but that never happened. You were just
forced to do it. I was so upset. I wasn't crying but
really upset because I didn't know how to do this and I
couldn't do it and I was being punished for that.

And what was Sister 's reaction?

Very strict, very tough. There was no softness, no
empathy, no nothing. It was very, very hard. Gave me
a very hard time.

And you've told us that she made you stay in over lunch
and you didn't get any lunch when you were doing this?
Yeah, that's right.

Okay. Now I'm going to move to some paragraphs in your
statement that I think you wish to correct or clarify.

Okay.

MS INNES: I don't know if you wish to stop just now or ...

BSL INTERPRETER: Yeah, so [ZJJ}s ooing to get a --

'Adam's' going to get a water and Brenda and I will

539

































10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

St Vincent's.

Yeah.

So in that paragraph you talk about Sister who
you describe as a really tall and really vile woman, who
was for a while. And you've already
told us about her keeping you in over lunchtime as

a punishment because you couldn't do maths and you
weren't able to get anything to eat.

Do you know if the same sort of thing happened to
other pupils at the school?

It must have, yes, I believe so.

And then at the next paragraph, paragraph 54, you say
that the staff were really physically forceful with the
kids. You say there:

'"They would always be grabbing kids and dragging
them about by the scruff of the neck or the arm. It
happened every day. The teachers were sometimes
physical ...'

Yeah, normally every day. If somebody was being naughty
or whatever, they would be grabbed, yeah. I thought
that was normal, you know, but now I realise it's very
much not, but I thought it was normal.

And where would they take the children when they grabbed
them?

To the headteacher's room. They would sit in the
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waiting room so they'd be left to sit in the waiting
room. I mean, I don't know, I did -- I didn't see
exactly where they were, but yeah.

And you've said the teachers were sometimes physical but
it was mainly the non-teaching staff that were more
physical. 1Is this the auxiliary staff who you've
referred to in your evidence already?

Yes, that's right, yeah, the auxiliaries, yeah.

And you mention a couple of people, a Mrs and

a Mrs ﬁHFIII?

That's correct.

And you say that they would always drag kids around and
even spank them?

That's right.

And where on the body would they hit them?

It would be, if I can stand and show you, it would be
like the thigh or the bum.

And did this ever happen to you?

No.

You saw 1t happening to other children, I think you tell
us?

Yep, I did.

Now on page 11 of your statement, at paragraph 55 --
Yeah.

-- you say there:
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LADY SMITH: Just let me finish off with some more names
I want to mention, names we have used this afternoon and
they're of people whose identities are protected by my

General Restriction Order and that's a Mrs ,

a boy called_ and also at one point the

witness's own first name was used. Now, none of
these identifications are to be referred to outside this
room as being of people who were referred to in our
evidence.

That completes the evidence for this week and,
Ms Innes, I invite you to give me an update on where we
are going after this.

MS INNES: So, hearings will recommence on 23 September for
a final block of hearings in this case study. The focus
of those hearings will be primarily in relation to
Donaldson's School for the Deaf in Edinburgh, but there
will be some other evidence from other sources.

LADY SMITH: Yes. Thank you very much.

Well, thank you all. I hope you all have a good
weekend and I look forward to seeing people again on
23 September. Thank you.
(3.45 pm)
(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on

Tuesday, 23 September 2025)
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