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you tell us a bit more about that? What happened?

Yeah, I was tied tc the bed. They tied me to the bed.

I mean, I think because I was trying to get out of the
bed, they kept putting me back in the bed, they were
hitting me, smacking me, putting me back into the bed
again and again, and eventually they took the sheets and
actually tied me tc the bed, they tied my legs to the
bed. I was kicking and trying to get out of the bed, so
they tied my legs to the bed. I couldn't move. I was
strapped down, and I was there until the next morning.
And I had wet myself, I'll never forget that, when

I woke up.

I had, like, a dress, a dressing gown -- a blue

- and I remember I had-shoes also, and they

were lovely shiny-shoes, and they took them away
from me. They took them away. And I was so angry about
that. I was so, sc angry that they had taken my lovely
dress and my shoes away.

I ended up going downstairs to the bathroom and you
had, like, the toilet, you had to go to the toilet, and
if you couldn't go in and do the toilet, you were hit on
the back of your head. You were hit by a brush on the
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back of your legs. That's what they did. They'd smack

you. They whacked you on the back of your legs. It was

really painful. And that wasthat did

that.
Okay.

Do you know what 's job was in the
school?

She was there to look after us in the dorms, take us to

class, help us get changed, do our hair, check for

head lice, cut our nails. I can't remember everything.

There was probably a lot more that she did, but that was
kind of her job.

There was two people that took turns in doing that,
and . PWZ was the other person.
She had, like, glasses that she kind of peered out the
side of. Very, very angry face, this person called
. Both of them, yeah, they were angry people.
Okay.

Not very nice people at all.

Okay, and the staff member that you called or
, what was her job?

Carer. She was a carer as well. So she did the
nighttime. She was the one that tied me to the bed.
And would usually change us, do our --
check for head lice and would hit us with the brush.
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and would be there at mealtimes.

If one was off, the other one would come in. So they
both kind of shared that role, if you like.

The teachers, some were okay, but some were not
okay. They used balloons in the class to teach us how
to speak, but they would push it right into your face
and you couldn't breathe, so it was -- you felt like you
were inhaling the balloon. It was right up at your nose
and mouth and you couldn't breathe. You couldn't
breathe. 1I'll never forget that. They would shout into
this balloon and you'd have this balloon right in your
face, and you couldn't -- and it was very kind of loud,
the vibration was really loud. And so they would scream
into this balloon, scream and scream, and you'd have it
crushed into your face.

Do you know why they were doing that with the balloon?
Because I wasn't speaking correctly, so they used the
balloon -- they would shout into the balloon to try and
get me to say it properly, and they would also, like,
say, on the hand, they would do like S, and then they
would use the balloon and they would repeat it and
repeat it to try and get you to copy that sound, or
'puh' and 'suh'. So that's what they were doing. They
were trying to get you to say the letters.

And, I mean, I felt like my mind was blocked by it
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and I couldn't get past it because I was so frightened
and I was so anxious that I just couldn't learn it.
I couldn't write anything down.

They had, like, the board, and you'd have to try and
copy the words from the board, and I just couldn't.

I just -- I didn't want to. I was just -- I was just --
the teaching and the way the staff were, shouting at you
all the time, it was too much for me. Too, too much for
me .

Did any of the staff communicate with you by sign
language?

They would gesture mostly, and kind of grab you and
point at you, or use the sign 'bad' a lot. So they knew
that sign. You'd see a lot of facial expressions.

Very, very old fashioned. So, yeah, that's what they
would do, mostly gesturing.

Did that change over time? Were you ever taught sign
language at Donaldson's?

When I moved to Donaldson's School, I learned sign
language there, in Donaldson's School.

Okay. Okay.

So just staying with Henderson Row at the moment,
you tell us that hit you with a hairbrush
and that she hit you because you had lice in your hair?
Because I had lice, yeah.
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Okay.

I mean, apparently it was my fault. Stupid. Really
stupid.

You tell us that there was a boy at Henderson Row who
was bullied as well, and that you and he were treated
badly by the staff. What sort of things happened to

the ==

Yeah, it was - Yeah.

What sort of things happened to him?

They would use a ruler to hit him. They would lift him
and they would whack him with a ruler. He would be put
in the corner and he would have to face the corner. The
same happened to me. You were to face the corner, so
you had to stand and face the corner, and your head had
to be in the corner against the wall, and you had to
stay there for a lcong, long time. You got really tired.
If -- sometimes you fell because you'd been standing for
so long.

So that'd either be the teacher or the staff, and
what they would do is they would -- you'd be leaning
against the wall, so you'd be off balance because your
head was leaning against the corner, and then they would
pull the legs out from under you and you would fall
forward and whack your face off the ground.

And when you were standing against the wall, you
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obviously couldn't see anyone or hear anybody. How did
you feel about that?
And also we had to keep our hands behind our backs, so
our head was against the wall, we were off balance and
our hands were behind our back. So you were really at
an angle against that wall.

And then, like I say, they would pull the legs from
under you and you would just fall forward.
How did this practice make you feel when you'd be made
to stand against the wall?
I mean, I would hurt my head, I'd hurt my neck.
Obviously, your body's quite heavy, so you're holding
your whole weight of your beody for a long time. I mean,
I would say it was maybe about three to five minutes you
had to stand there for. I mean, it felt much, much
longer as a little kid, but I would imagine it probably
only was three to five minutes, but it felt like you
were there for a leong, long time, and I couldn't tell
you exactly how long I was there for, but I was very
young and, you know, things feel a lot longer when
you're younger. Sc, you know, I was maybe only about
6-ish then.

I know also that they would 1ift you up using your
ear, they would pull you up by your ear, and they would
throw you to the wall and you would hit yourself off the
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wall as they threw vou into that corner, and then you'd
have them poking your face, 'You're bad, you're bad’',
and saying, 'You're bad' and 'Get back there now'.
Yeah.

And, you know, it was awful because you would be
really terrified, and you felt totally trapped, and you
were thinking, 'What have I done? I don't know what
I've done', and you couldn't escape because you were in
a corner so there was nothing you could do. So you just
had to stay there.

Some children, you were able to see, and you could
see the kids just looking at you as you got moved to the
corner, thinking -- then would come and
everybody would sit down and be like, 'Oh, right, okay,
say nothing, say nothing, keep quiet'. If you spoke, oh
my goodness, you got a whack. So you had to keep
yourself silent. And so stay silent, silent all the
time. Awful.

You've told us about a time when a tricycle was thrown
at you. Can you tell us about that? What happened?
Yeah, it was me and _ I can't remember her name,
I think it might have been - Anyway,-and
-, and there were some other kids there as well, so
there was about five of us there and we were all wanting
to play on the bikes and race each other on the bikes,
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having fun. I know there was a wheel that broke off the
bike and I put my hand up saying, 'Can I get another
bike', and they said 'Yeah, they're over there', so

I was like, 'I don't know where', and they said, 'Come
here', so I followed them, and they said, 'You can take
this one', and I was like -- I had to try and 1lift it,
but then she liftec it and threw it at me and it hit my
face, hit my head, hit my chin. I've got a bit of

a scar still to this day from that.

So I get this heavy bike thrown at me. I remember
my finger -- as it came towards me, my pinkie finger was
pulled back. It was a heavy metal trike, you know, back
then, and it just kinda hit me in the face, the chin and
my chest. It was the wheel, if I remember right. It
was the -- you had the kind of body of the bike and then
you had like a kinc¢ of a loop almost, and that hit off
of my face, my mouth and my chin, and it ended up with
a cut on my chin.

Like I say, the pinkie was kind of pulled back, just
because of the way I had kind of tried to put my hands
up to stop it from hurting me, and then I fell back and
they said, 'You're so stupid, stand up', so I had to get
up, and obviously I was shaking and got the little trike
and kind of walked away with it. And that was it,

I didn't want to go back on the bike, so I just stood by
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the wall at that point. And all I got was, 'Move, away
from the wall', but I wouldn't. I just stood by the
wall. Again, I felt like I was trapped.

Same with the others, you know, somebody, . was
coming down the stairs and they actually fell down the
stairs, this person, - And when they fell down the
stairs, you just had to pretend like nothing had
happened. You just had to kind of look away from it.

And they'd been pushed down those stairs, but you just

had to look away from it, you couldn't actually -- you
know, you couldn't -- you just had to stay gquiet. It
was really not nice at all. It was horrible.

You've told us that used to hit you with

a belt. Was that a belt for clothes or was it a school
belt, like a tawse?
Yeah, it was one of the belts that hung up. It's
a leather belt, with the like -- the long leather belt,
and it's got maybe four or five, like, sections on the
end of it, you know like the old-fashioned ones you used
to get, and you would get hit with that. It was always
hanging on the wall. So if you were naughty, it would
get grabbed and you would be hit with that.

So we call it a belt, but not necessarily a clothing
belt. It was, like, a belt that hung on the wall with
this, like, five fronds at the end.
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And where on the body would she hit you with the belt?
If I can stand and show you, you would get your

calves -- so the calves of your legs, you would be
whacked on the calves. So seeing as everybody -- of
course, we had a skirt on, and the boys had shorts, and
so that's where you didn't have anything to protect
yourself, and so I guess they preferred that. It was
very painful. Very painful. You know, it would be --
oh, my goodness. The pain in your leg. Awful. I think
that was -- the leqg was worse, much -- I think your bum,
when you were hit on your bum, it wasn't as bad. The
back of your leg, ch, that was so, so sore. I don't

think I'll ever forget that.

LADY SMITH: 'Mary', was —--

A.

It just wasn't nice. And for nothing, for no reason.
For no reason. You know, we were maybe just playing tag
or something, like tagging each other in the playground,
and you just -- the next thing you knew you were whacked
on the back of the legs, and you would think: what have

I done?

LADY SMITH: 'Mary', was the belt made of leather?

A.

Yeah, it was leather. Yeah, yeah, yeah. Same as like
a clothing belt, ycu know, a leather belt, yeah, it was
the same, but it was a belt that hung up on the wall,
But, yes, made of leather.
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LADY SMITH: Did it have a buckle on it?

A. Yeah, so you had the fronds at the end --

LADY SMITH: Ah, yes.

A. -- and then you hac, like, a metal -- like a sparkly
bit, almost like rings, they went up them, they went up
the kind of fingers, if you like. Does that make sense?

LADY SMITH: You said a frond, like a small fringe at one
end of it?

A. That's the very one, yes, that is the one, yes.

LADY SMITH: Yes. I've heard about belts like that before,
'Mary'. And as you say, they were very painful.

A. Yeah, it's something you can't forget, especially
getting hit on the legs.

LADY SMITH: Were your legs bare when you were being hit
with the belt?

A. No, nothing, because you had a skirt on, or the boys had
shorts. We had sheort, like -- it was the '80s, so --
well, it was late '60s to early '70s --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A. -- you would have, you know, your old-fashioneds -- you
know, they weren't the longest of dresses you had on,
so -- sorry, so, you know, '69 to kind of '71, that era,
you know, so you weculd have bare legs.

LADY SMITH: Did that mean that the belt would hit your bare
skin?
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MS INNES:

Yes. Yes. Really painful. And, you know, it was
awful, the feeling you had. You Jjust felt all --
everything drain out of you, with the pain. And your
leg would burn. ©Oh, it would burn and burn and burn.
And walking.

I remember one boy had said, 'You know, you can take
the pain away if you get chalk dust, get chalk dust and
rub it on the bit where you've been hit, it will reduce
the pain'. I was like, 'Right, okay, thanks very much’',
and I would go and get chalk dust. So I did what he
suggested to try and relieve the pain. Yeah, so chalk
dust was something we did to try and take that pain
away.

Now, you've told us that you were hit by
with a wooden hairbrush and that she would hit that
off the back of your legs.

Yes, uh-uh that's right, yes, and she would hit me on
the head as well with that. Yep, because I had the

head lice, so0o I would get whacked on the head with that,
and then if I was playing, I'd get the hit on the leg.
And did she hit you with the flat side or the side with
the bristles?

It would be the flat side. I remember it being a pink
brush. So it was like a pad, a very old-fashioned
brush. It almost was like a floor brush, if you think
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of the hard bristles, that's what it would have been on
the brush, and then it was wooden on the other side and
it had been painted pink, and some of that paint had
come off. I remember that. But that's what they would
use. And it was a big -- it was like a big paddle
brush, and they would hold the handle. Almost like if
you think of an old-fashioned mirror, the roundness of
that, it was a similar sort of size, if you can try and
visualise that, and they would use that to whack me. If
my behaviour wasn't great, I'd get it on the back of the
leg, or I'd get it on the head.
Now, I am goling to ask you some more guestions about the
person who you know as . You say --
INTERPRETER: Okay, yeah, I'm just clarifying the sign
name there, yeah.
Yes, we knew them 'cause they_arl awful lot, so
that's how they got that name, and if they got really
that's how we ended up giving them that sign name.

I don't know what their actual name is, that was

just the name that we gave them. But very similar to

. RWO , I don't know what her name is,

other than ",. but I just cannot think of what
their names were. I do have -- you know, if I seen

a visual of them, a photograph of them, I' be able to
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point them out, but other than " and ",

that's all I can refer to them as.

LADY SMITH: 'Mary', don't worry about that. If that's all

you can remember, I don't need any other names.

Ch, perfect, thank you.

MS INNES: You'wve told us that liked to pinch and

twist the skin on your arms. Can you tell us a bit more
about what she would do?
Oh, yeah, that was her way, definitely. I remember when
school was finished and it was nighttime and we were
heading back to the hall, we'd all get our spaces and
we'd all go and sit in the hall, and I can't remember
what it was, I think -- I don't know if there were toys
there or books there. There was definitely storybooks
being read out, because that was our homework. We had
to get the book, we had to look at the words, and then
if we got anything wrong in terms of the words, then I'd
get a pinch in my arm. She would sgueeze my arm, even
here on my chest and on my back, and here in my neck as
well, if I got any of the words wrong when I was doing
my homework. Sometimes it would be my hair at the back,
it would be twisted round and then pulled, and I would
scream.

And then they'd go to me, 'Oh, wow, I can hear your
voice, well done', is what I would get. Because I would
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normally not use my voice. But when they pulled my
hair, I would scream and then I'd get that patronising,
'Well done, you have used your voice, well done'. And
I would also go 'Ow' when I got a pinch, and they would
be like, 'See you can use your volice, keep going, use
your voice'.

So, yeah, that was very frustrating, and then it
became quite difficult when I was trying to read books
if I got something wrong. I remember the books being
something about a rabbit and a rabbit falling over, and
they had a sore knee, and we'd maybe sign this, sign
for, like -- 'Oh, they've got a sore knee', and I would
sign it and then I'd get a squeeze on the arm and
I would go 'Ow', and they would go, 'Use your voice, use
your voice', and I had to use this -- I had to then make
this sound and go 'Ow', as opposed to signing it. So
I really do have strong, vivid memories of being pinched
and squeezed like that. It was very, very cruel.

When we all finished and we went to wash our faces
and brush our teeth and get ready for bed, you know,

I would be very frustrated, and I'd get more of that
treatment, which woculd make me then cry, and then I'd
get hit and smackec and that went on and on and on, and
then I'd get tied until I fell asleep. So that was
quite a regular occurrence. And awful.
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You've told us that you would get bruises on your arms
from her pinching you?
Yes, uh-huh, yeah, I had big patches of bruise. My mum,
when she came to visit, I was like, 'Oh, finally, my mum
has arrived, yes', I thought I was going to go home.
But my mum was only visiting, she was just saying hello
and then she headec off. And I remember showing her my
arm and my mum was like, 'Ah, well, you need to listen,
you need to listen to the teachers', and I thought, 'Ch,
okay'. I just had to put up with it then. What can
I do? What could I do?

I never -- I'll never forget that.
How did you communicate with your mum? Did you use
sign?
Oh, it was awful, trying to communicate with my mum.
I would use my sister, my sister, and use gestures with
my sister, and my sister would translate to my mum. My
mum was awful. Dicdn't really speak. She'd grab a hold
of my hand and pull me along wherever she wanted me to
go, right, and then she'd go to my sister, 'Tell her to
go over there', anc my sister would try and gesture to
me and point to say, 'Mum wants you to go over there' or
whatever. But it was very limited in terms of use of
language. But I would -- normally any communications to
my mum would be through my sister.
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Okay.

Now, you'wve told us about your time at
Henderson Row, and you've told us that there was a time
when you were taken into the gym hall at Henderson Row
and you were told that you were going to be moving to
Donaldson's School. Did you --
Yes, that's right.
Did you understand what --
Yeah, I was told that in the hall, I remember that.
Yeah, I was told that in the gym hall, vyeah.
How did the headmaster communicate this to you? Did he
use sign language?
I think I was about 8/9, 'cause my friends were signing
and it was easy to chat with them, and when he spoke,
and a little bit of gestures, we would go to each other,
'What they saying, what they saying, what they saying?',
and then my friends would be like, 'We are all moving to
a different school', so my friends -- so I was like,
'Oh, I'm moving to a high school, wow', but it was
actually my friends. I was like, 'When is that
happening?' and they were going, 'I don't know, I don't
know, we'll all find out when we eventually get moved'.

So I think we moved -- I can't remember if it was
summer or winter time, if I'm honest. I can't remember
which season we moved. But I do remember it was a warm
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day when we went outside, so it might have been summer
when the move happened.

And again, I saw my mum and my stepfather, because
at that particular time my mother and father had
separated, so it was my stepfather that picked me up.
They took me home and then my sister had said to me,
'Oh, you're going to go to another school', and I was
like, 'Yeah, uh-huh -- yeah, uh-huh, I think so, I think
I'm going to be a cay student, so I'll come back and
forth', and I was so happy to hear that that's what was
going to happen. But I was like, 'How is that going to
happen? How am I going to get to school and back
again?' And they told me that I was goling to get a taxi
and I would go as a day pupil to Donaldson's.

So I remember asking who would pick me up. I think
at the time it was Lothian Buses that were responsible
for picking us up. I think it was a mini, a red mini,
that picked us up, and it was -- the company was Lothian
Buses, so they picked me up and tock me to Donaldson's,
and that was the start of my high school journey.

Okay, and --

And as I say, that communication came through my
friends, 'cause it was easy for us all. Someone would
pick up a bit and we'd kind of piece it together. But
from the teachers, straight from the teachers' mouths,
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no idea what they were saying.
And after you went to Donaldson's at West Coates, for
the rest of the time that you were at Donaldson's, did
you ever stay over in the school again or did you always
go back home?
No, I was a day pupil, thank god.
And what were your first impressions of going to the
building at West Coates?
Oh, my gosh, I was gobsmacked at the size of it. Yeah,
I was very nervous. And then when I went in, I went
into the big hall and there was just loads of people,
big lines of people, and then they were saying, 'Your
class is there', and putting everybody in groups of A, B
and C, and then you would get your class number and then
let you know who the teacher was. You'd have the
teacher's name written up. I think my teacher was
Ms Cool. I can't remember if that was right. I'm not
sure -- I am not great at spelling, I am so sorry. It
was Ms Cool or Coll. Cool or Coll. I'm not gquite sure
if it was a double 0 or a double L, I'm not gquite sure.
And I think that was my English teacher, I think, at the
time. I can't fully remember. Anyway, we all got put
into our classes and into our year groups.

And at the start, the teachers were very strict.
The signing was not very clear. I remember not
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understanding what was happening. And, again, just
getting this 'wrong', 'wrong' sign all time, and
gesturing, and they're going, 'No, that there is

a window', and then they would use the window sign, and
then they would use this for 'That is a door, this is

a book', and that's basically how we were taught, 'This
here is paper'. But they would shout it at you, and

I remember thinking: I have got no idea. I just
instantly froze, and I was so frightened.

They were so tough, the change from moving to
Donaldson's High School. They were so hard. I'll never
forget that.

You have told us -- sorry.

I thought it would be nice. I thought I would be really
happy. I was really looking forward to moving to
Donaldson's but, nc, that was -- that was a big mistake.
Now, you told us about some of the staff at Donaldson's,
and you talk about a Mrs O'Hanlon who taught speech and
language, and you cescribe her as being kind and
patient.

Yes, uh-huh, Ms O'Hanlon was really good to me. She
could see that I was maybe withdrawn, and she'd take me
aside and talk to me and she'd help teach me, you know,
what -- this was right and this was wrong, and she was
just really gentle in her teaching approach, and I feel
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I learned a lot from her. I feel like most of my
education was learned from her. She was really, really
good.

Okay. But then you say that she was replaced by

a teacher called Mrs .

_ She was very tough. You could feel the

vibrations of her shoes as she was just walking. She
had a presence about her. And, again, we went back to
this balloon thing, where she would shout at the balloon
and stare at me in the eyes, have that, like, really
severe eye contact and be telling me to focus. You
know, it was like she had killer eyes, just a death
stare right through you.

You know, for example, she'd sit at her desk with
her feet up, having a cigarette. There'd be a knock on
the door and she'd put the cigarette out, she'd shove it
in the drawer, feet would come down, and then she would
let somebody in, she'd say, 'Come in', and the door
would open, and then she'd shout at us, saying, 'Get
back to work, get to work, I'm watching you', and then
talk to whoever it was that came in and was like, 'Ha ha
ha'. So we're seeing her laughing and joking, and then
the minute that door was shut, we got slapped because we
maybe -- our eyes diverted to the conversation she was
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having. It was so bad.

She would pick things up and throw them at us, and
you'd just think: ch, my god, what was that? I just --
we were all like -- I think we were always really scared
to look up and just look away from our desks, what we
were doing, in case we got hit with something.

There was also, believe it or not, brandy in her
drawer. She'd have a little shot of brandy, get out her
cigarette. I remember she asked- to come up and try
the brandy as well, I remember that, and - was like,
'No, no, I don't want to', and she did this gesture with
her fist. So he picked up the brandy and took a drink
and then spat it out, and was signing, 'I don't like it,
I don't like it', and she took it off him, laughed in
his face and drank it and said, 'Och, get yourself back
to class'. She was just very, very tough.

And then she would bring out the ruler and stand up
with it behind her back and look at you and, for no
reason, whack the cdesks and whack people. You could
just see that she was, you know, making it very clear,
like, 'I'm watching you, one step -- one foot out of
step and I'm going to get you'. And then it was almost
like she was thinking, 'Ah, finally, I've got you', and
then she'd put the ruler away and then would be back to
her cigarette. Oh, my goodness, what a hard, hard
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womarn.

I remember visiting her house. There was
Donaldson's and she lived at the back of Donaldson's.
I'm trying to remember what that was called. So there
was obviously West Coates, Donaldson's, and then there
was an office building, and at the back of the office
building is where she stayed, and we all visited the
house.

0Oh, we never went back again. She was hitting us,
punching us, taking drinks, having cigarettes, giving
the cigarettes out to some of the pupils. I just was
gobsmacked that this was happening, that she was allowed
to give these cigarettes to the youngsters, and if they
said no, you got, 'Shut up, have one'. I just -- it was
just unbelievable.

Ch, Mrs . Yeah. Horrible woman. Horrible
woman.

And you've told us -- sorry.

Yeah, sometimes I wish I had a cross to hold up to her,
that's how evil she was.

You've told us that there weren't any deaf teachers at
the school at first, and the-deaf staff member was
I

That's right. That's right. And there was another one,
I can't remember their name now -- Mr Harvey? I think
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there was two deaf people that came, and they were
great. It was great to have communication in our own
language, it was brilliant.

But was a bit of a pervert. He loved
to -- I think he loved to be with -, who was about

12 or 13 at the time. I think he was married. His wife

was-, and- passed away. And then he married
this|jjjj oix1.

Okay, so he met this girl while she was a pupil at the
school and he was a member of staff?

Yes, she was a child. That's right. That's right. We
were the same age when he first met her. Sorry, there
was about two years between her and I, but we were at
school at the same time. I think I was about 11/12, she
was about 13/14, so roughly -- and they fell in love
with each other. I'm sure at the time he was over 30.
Yeah, about that, yeah. Maybe -- maybe, like, vyeah, 30.
And then after-left when she was 16, the two of them
got engaged and then they got married. That's such

a shame. Such a shame for her.

KNJ , a few years ago I bumped into him
and I was just like, 'Get away from me', and I spoke to
-. It was nice to catch up with - But she was
saying to me, 'Oh, my gosh, it's hard work with my
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husband, he's an akuser', and I just thought that's
a shame, that's a shame that, you know, that's the life
that you chose for yourself.

But anyway, I digress. I'm so sorry.

MS INNES: 'Mary', it's nearly 3 o'clock and we usually take
a break around this time in the afternocon, so perhaps we
might take a break.

A. Yeah, no problem. I'm looking forward to a cup of tea
at this point, so thank you.

LADY SMITH: I'm sure we can get some tea for you, 'Mary'.
Let's do that just now.

A. Brilliant, thank you.

LADY SMITH: When you've had a breather, we can carry on.

A. Tea calms me down, so it's a good point to have a cup of
tea.

LADY SMITH: That's great. Thank you.

(3.00 pm)

(A short break)

(3.15 pm)

LADY SMITH: 'Mary', welcome back. Are you ready for us to
carry on?

A. Yes, thank you.

LADY SMITH: Thank vou.

Ms Innes.
MS INNES: Thank you, my Lady.
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We're going to start by going to page 11 of your
statement, where you talk about running away, and you
say that this happened twice.

So the first time you say that you ended up at
Haymarket station and vou ended up in Carlisle. Why did
you run away that time?

I wanted to go back home. I wanted to go back and see
my dad.

And then --

That's why -- well, really, the reason I did that was
because I felt like I was suffering too much at
Donaldson's. Mrs and Mr , both of them
were very, very cruel, would hit and slap and kick all
the time, and I just -- it was enough. I just wanted to
get away.

I had told my mum and she wasn't listening to what
I was telling her. She was just ignoring what I was
saying.

I had a friend, - whose mum listened to me,
and my friend -s mum went to Donaldson's and
said, 'You stop doing this to her'. But-was
never hit. That stopped. She was really lucky. But
I was still -- my mum just never came to do that for me.

So I think it was about half 3, we'd finished school
and I just left, and I went to Haymarket, the old one,
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and there was the cld Post Office train, do you know,
they were putting the mail on? It was like a slide
almost, down to the mail chute, and there was two sides
you could go to, two sides of the train station you
could go to. 8o I thought I'll use that one, I'll go
down that one. Anc there was a mail bag, do you know,
like -- it was at the end of the carriage, the kind of
grated carriage, if you like, and I got one of the sacks
and I just pulled it over my head and I hid inside that
Royal Mail train.

There was a little hole in the sack, so I could see
what was happening, and I saw a man walking up and down.
They shut the doors of the carriage and then I could
take the sack off, and I remember it being black, but
there was almost like a little slit through it that you
could see and you could see the names.

What was the name of it again? It was -- I can't
remember the staticn name, but each stop I could see
where we were getting to, and so I was quite lucky
'cause I could recognise Carlisle, I could see Carlisle,
and I thought, 'Great, I1'll get off here', and I ran,

and I saw a coach, and the coach said, 'We're going to

you to _ and so I ran for the coach, and

at that point I get caught.
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The inspector said, 'What age are you? Where's your
mum and dad?', and I said, 'Oh, my dad's there, my dad's
there', and he said, 'Nah, I don't believe you', took me
to the police and then I got taken back to Scotland. My
stepfather -- I ended up getting hit for that.

So I got taken back to school and Mrs -- or
, I then got the slap on the hand, but I also
got burns, because he had a kind of a heater thing
within in his room. You put ceocal in it and it warmed
up, so you had a fire in it, and I think it was for,
like, do you know, the old-fashioned teapots, and the
teapot would stay on it, and there'd be coal and a fire
going, and I had to hold my hands over that. So he
would slap my hand and I would try and let go, but what
would happen is my hand -- when he hit my hand, nmy hand
would go down and I would get burned on the underneath
of my hand, and then he would do it again.

So every time I tried to move my hands away, I would
still get hit. I would try and move my hands away so
I wouldn't get hit and he got really angry, so then he
would slap me again and again and again and my hand
would go down and get burned on this hot -- kind of hot
plate that held the teapot, if you like.

That was when I tried the second time to leave but
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failed again. I just wanted to see my dad. I just
wanted to see my dad. Yeah, I can't forget that.
And you tell us --
Mrs R4S was so cruel. So, so cruel. You know,
-'5 parents reported and there was an agreement to
suspend Mrs , and we thought: thank goodness,
finally she's out of the school. They brought in a new
teacher, Mrs Knox. Mrs Knox. Really lovely, really
nice, confident person. I felt better there.

And then Christmas Eve, Christmas Day maybe,
Mr Scott -- it was Mr Scott, I think -- and Mr
came in and they were very cruel. I ended up getting
hit that day. And there was a ball or something,
I think, because it was Christmas, there was some kind
of a ball happening, and they were teaching us -- ah,
that's what it was, they were teaching us how to dance,
you know, like your social dancing, and you were going
through your social dancing and they would just hit you.
You were hit so hard that you would fall to the ground.
It was awful. Just awful.
I'm going to come back to an incident with Mr Scott and
Mr in a minute. But I want to be sure that
we've covered everything that you wanted to say about
the second time that you ran away, and I think maybe
somebody was being kicked?
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So -—— this is -'s sign name, 'cause =she
always had this lovely- that was always kind of
_ s0 -,. this is her sign name, -,
my friend.

There was something -- having a bad week, it was her
period, so she was having a bad week, and we were to
go -- she was going to the toilet to change and then
come back. So it was me and my friend. She had come
and asked if she could borrow a towel, so the friend
passed her a towel she was wanting to borrow to go and
get changed in the toilet, but Mrsbecame really
angry and started shouting, 'Where's -?', and we
said, 'Oh, she's just gone to the toilet, it's a bad
week', and she said, 'I don't care', so off she went to
the toilet to get her. Like I say, she walked like
somebody from the army, you know, like clumpy boots, and
down she went. She went flying into the toilets and the
boys and everybody could see in there.

-tried te run. Mrs came after her and
kicked her and pushed her, kicked me as well, and then
we got this, 'Move, move', with the pointing of the
finger, and then kicked again, 'Move, move'. She was
kicking us on the back.

Anyway, - said to me, 'Do you want to come to
my house? Come and stay at my house'. Obviously, we
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were really upset about what had happened, sc we agreed

that we would run away back to _'s house,

-'s parents' house. So we ran to -- we did that,

but then -'s mum phoned the police and the police
contacted the school.

So that would have been the Monday we get taken back
to school and, of course, the reaction was the teachers
were very angry, so we had just to accept we were to go
back to class. Whatever happened with the teachers and
the parents, whatever happened, everything then was kind
of sorted out. The teacher come back in with a big
smile on her face and we thought to ourselves: what've
you come in with that big smile on your face for? No

punishment, nothing's happened, everything is great.

And -was fine. There was nothing happening to

- either. So- wasn't punished for running

away, but I was.
And they asked for me, said, 'Where is 'Mary', and
I thought to myself: oh, gosh, here it's coming. So

I went out, I get taken away to G office, and

they said, 'What did you run away for? Why did you run
away?' And I had said, 'Well, because - my
friend, was getting hurt and we wanted to go to her
parents'. They said 'No, that's not right', and I got
punched in my shoulder several times, and I could feel
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the frustration building in me, boiling up.

I went back to class and, after that, it was about
half 3, then I started to try and run away. I wanted to
get back to Carlisle.

You said a moment ago in your evidence that you had been
taken to 's office and you'd been hit
with a belt, but you had to have your hands over this
hot plate. Was your hand --

So, yeah, that was after the Carlisle incident.

I see.

Yeah, that was after Carlisle. You know, 'Why did you

run away?' And that's when I got the strap, that's when

I got hit on my hand with the hot -- and burned the back
side of my hand there. I mean, I can't forget it. I
still -- I know the exact spot that was burned. It made

me feel sick, sick to my stomach.

And did your mum --

It makes me feel so angry. You know, I know life, we
need to move on, but it still makes me feel angry.

And did your mum see the burn on your hand?

She wasn't listening to me. She took me to hospital and
I got it kind of dressed. I think it was the Sick
Children's Hospital we went to, do you know, the old
one? The Sick Children's Hospital. Yeah, and I got it
dressed, but that was it.
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Okay.

Now I want to ask you about a teacher called
Dksﬁﬁﬂll
Ms , yeah, uh-huh, she was cruel. She was the
assessor for testing audiology. So they would test your
hearing. ©Oh, my goodness, she would push your hearing
aid mould so far into your ear, it was really painful.

I hated the hearing aids.

First of all, we had the one -- the sonic one that
goes round your neck and into your ears, and I hated
that, because when you were signing, it would catch the
wires and they would pop out your ears, and it was
really frustrating, so then you'd have to put them back
in again. And I used to chew on the wire, yeah, and if
the teacher saw you doing that, if Ms saw you doing
that, vou would get an absolute crack on the ear,
actually to the point where my ear started bleeding, and
said, 'Look what you've done, you've eaten through that
wire, you take it off and give you a new one now', so
then I had to get a new one. So I had constant changes
of these wires. And then the new hearing aids with the
moulds came in, and I think that would have been 1980 --
the 1980s, they had these new hearing aids with the new
moulds. Maybe it was -- I don't know -- late '70s,
early '80s, somewhere around about that, the new hearing

115



10

11

12

§ 3

14

15

16

iy

18

13

20

21

22

23

24

25

aids, and we thought: brilliant, we don't have this
horrible wire that you're going to keep -- so I was
looking forward to it.

But Mspushed this hearing aid mould so hard
into my ear and so deep into my ear and just kept
pushing it and pushing it and pushing, because I think
it needs to be properly moulded for it to stay so you
could hear, but oh, my goodness, it felt so cruel. When
it was finished, we had to then go back again later once
the mould was made, and then it was like, 'Oh, there's
your new hearing aids, you must be really happy, here's
your new hearing aids', and I thought: right, okay.

I think -- I didn't think the mould was the right size
and they said, yeah, 'Rubbish, you're talking rubbish,
it's absolutely fine', but I could see it didn't look
the right size. So they ended up pushing this into my
ear and it felt like a bomb had gone off, and then my
ear started bleeding, and they're like, 'Oh, yeah, it's
the wrong size' and I thought -- I actually swore at
that time. If you don't mind me saying, I said, 'Oh,
fuck off', is what I said to them. But really I'd got
that from them, because they would swear at us, so

I just remember repeating it back.

So I got the hearing aid changed to a new one.

I had to wait another week. So I just had to work with
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one hearing aid. But the balance was all off because
one hearing aid and one not, it was far too loud. It
was really difficult to manage with this hearing aid.
And I would say to all the other pupils, 'Are you
finding these really hard?' They were like, 'Yeah, it's
not great, it's not great'. And I think you can change
the numbers on them, number 1, number 2, but nobody told
me that. So my friends were like, 'Change it down to
number 1, it's much lower, you lose that background
noise', but the staff never told me that, it was my
friends that told me that. Ms never‘ told me that.
She said I had to keep it on number 6, but it was so
loud.

So then I got the new hearing aids. I had to go
back again and get that fitted. And, again, they would
say, 'Are you happy, well done', and she actually
whacked both of my ears at the same time. And oh, my
goodness, the pain. And then I just got a, 'Good, well
done, back to class. On you go, move, back to class'.

And they wouldn't sign. They'd be like, '¥You can
hear me, can't you, with your new hearing aids, you can
hear me', and they wouldn't sign to me. ©Oh, I was
terrified. Anyway, back to class, and the teacher was
like, 'Oh, great, you've got your hearing aids', and
then just start to speak. Turn her back on me, turn to
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the blackboard, speaking while she was writing stuff on
the board, and I was completely lost 'cause I couldn't
lip-read her, I couldn't hear what was getting said, and
I said to my classmates, you know, 'Can anybody hear
what's going on? Do you guys get what's happening?' So
we just had to sit and wait until the teacher would turn
back round and say, 'What's the matter with everybody?
All of you are just thick, aren't you', she said,
'You're just thick', and we were all sitting there
thinking, 'All right, well, could you sign to us,
please? You're toc fast, we can't understand what
you're saying, you're turning away from us, we can't
lip-read you'. Anc she just said, 'No, that's 'cause
you're all thick. Do you understand me now? You're all
thick. Your brain needs ...'
INTERPRETER: Coal? Oh, coach.
'You need to coach your brain. You need to coach your
brain. That's what you need to do. We need to coach
your brain. So we just have to shout at you. We need
to coach your brain. You have to learn and you'll learn
much faster. Come on, you'll learn much faster.'

So that was the kind of attitude you were getting
when we got these new hearing aids. So I just thought

I was thick and that was it.

MS INNES: Now I want to ask you about another teacher,
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one --
Yes, uh-huh.
And one day you tell us he took over the woodwork class
and picked up an implement, he was furious, and --
Oh, yes, and he threw -- it was a wooden stick, yeah,
mm-—hram .
And you say he slammed it hard --
Hit off my head.
Okay.
Yeah, uh-huh.
And --
So there was a chair -- well, like a stool in the
woodwork classes, there was a stool, and it was a kind
of wavy kind of stool -- a wavy kind of stick. The
stools were wavy-legged. So there was four legs and
they were kind of wavy-legged. BAnd he would sit there
and go, 'Can you hear me?' and bang the table, 'Can you
hear me?', bang the table again, louder and louder, and
then eventually threw this stick at me that hit off the
front of my head. There was a few of my friends in the
class at the time who saw it, and then ... I'm trying to
remember now

He said, 'Pick up the wood leg, please, now, move'.
So I had to pick this wooden thing up. I can't guite
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remember. I had to pick this up. I felt guite
disorientated because obviously I'd been hit on the head
with this wooden thing.

But I thought I should have to go te the nurse,

because I had a big bump and it was really sore and I

felt really disorientated, but -- and I did go to the
nurse, but didn't really seem to care -- Mr, SOrry,

didn't care. I just had to stay there. I can't quite

remember everything about that. I'm trying to remember.
I can't remember much more about it.

Okay.

That's fine, yeah.

You've told us in your statement that another boy in

your class was injured by Mrslamming ia

Yeah, this ——-. -, that's right.

Yeah, . I remember that. I'm sure he ended up with
a burst forehead. Yeah, it was awful, from what I
remember that, yes. I don't know where he went off to,

I don't know what happened thereafter. Somebody called

-—— -, yeah. I think it was-—— was it
B sovechico I - [

I'm not fully sure if that was his full name, but
I remember him losing his temper and it became a fist
fight with Mr . It was just awful to watch.
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I can't fully remember it all, but I remember there
was a fight and then we all were taken out into the hall
to the main school in Donaldson's, because the woodwork
department was actually outside, so after this incident
we were all taken into the hall, and then the fight
continued once we got into the hall. It was really
quite bad.

Mr , SNR , and Mr came
running into the hall when they heard the ruckus 'cause
it was really loud and they grabbed and separated them
from the fight that they were having.

_had said that it all started
because Mrhad thrown this thing at - and he
burst his head, but he wouldn't allow him to go to the
school nurse, so this is how the fight had started.

Yeah, but the full things of what happened
thereafter, I can't fully remember. But I do --

I think -- it comes to me in flashes. I've told
somebody this recently, but I -- just for the life of me
today, I can't remember.

So is_a staff member or a pupil?

He was the same as me, he was in my class, a deaf child.

Yes, we were in the same class.

In my class, there was -, there was- there
was another - - I think his name was, and
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-, then - I think there was one more,

because I think I said there were six of us all in
total. Three boys, three girls. Yeah, so six in total.
Okay.

Now, you've mentioned Mr already, and
you've told us there was an incident --
The swimming pool, is this where you are going?
So there's --
Yeah, I remember that I got a smack and the social
workers were involved there. There was -- Liz was
invelved, Liz Gibson. ©Oh, gosh, now, is it G-I-B --
yeah, Gibson, that's right. Yeah, Liz Gibson. This is
the sign name that we use for her. And she was watching
that the whole time. She just seemed really intrigued
and it was as if she was enjoying it, when I was getting
smacked. I was in my swimming costume when this
happened, and it was my fault. I had pushed a pupil --
sorry, I had pushed my teacher into the water. There
was no harm meant by it but oh, gosh, did I receive
a punishment for that. Mr came out and grabbed
me by the arms -- , sorry, came out and grabbed
me by the arms, and I remember my feet dangling and
I got whacked, and the social worker was right beside,
watching it happen. Didn't stop it because you're not
allowed to hit kids, but they just allowed that to
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happen, and I'm thinking, 'You're a social worker,
you're my social worker; why are you here if you're not
here to support me? You're here for me and you're
actually watching me suffer.'.

And the social worker got involved because I ran
away, so that is why they were there. They knew that
I had a problem. I just couldn't understand. And, as
I say, I got that slap while I was in my costume and
then I got thrown into the shower room.
You've told us in your statement that you spocke to
Mr about this and said that he was essentially
the same as your stepfather for hitting you, and you
said that he seemed to become very upset about that.
Yes, that's right. He grabbed a hold of me and he
calmed down there after that, and he never did anything
like that again. I remember when he lifted me and he
smacked me and he threw me into the shower, or the
shower rooms, there was like benches that we sat down
on, and I said, 'Oh, my God, you are like my stepfather,
you abuse me like he does, you're exactly the same.
You've hit me, you've punched me, you know, listen,
you're like my stepfather, so I feel like I'm your
daughter, you're just treating me the exact same'. And
he was guite shocked. He was like, 'What, you think I'm
like your stepfather? I am not like your stepfather',
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he said to me. He was like, 'I would never do that'.
And I was like, 'Well, why were you smacking me? Why
did you smack my bum?' And Mr just said there,
'I feel really guilty for what I've just done', and he
gave me a hug, and we were both quite upset at the time.
But, yeah, it was -- I don't want to talk about it.
I don't want to talk about that. I just -- it makes me
feel sick. I wish I'd left. I wish I'd got out.
I was -- he hurt me for -- you know, when I think about
the pain in my hands, the pain in my backside,
everything, I was bright red and I had lots of these
marks, like you could actually see his hand marks on my
skin, and the social worker Liz was there watching that,
you know. But he did say he felt guilty afterwards and
gave me a hug and apologised for it. But ... That's
p
There's one more staff member I want to ask you about,
'Mary', and that's somebody who you say you called
who was a caretaker.
Yeah, a female, yeah. That's right. This is the sign
that we used to use to indicate that that's who we were
talking about.
What did I say about her, I can't remember? Was it
at nighttime, something at night?
Okay, so we'll just look at -- it's on page 20 and
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paragraph 108 of your statement, and you talk --
A. Give me two seconds, I'll just have a quick look.
108, did you say?
Q. Mm-hmm.
A. BAh, right. That's right.
Q. So that's the sign name for the person, I think.
A. It's a teacher that we used. It was a male teacher. It
was a -- who was there at nighttime. He was a pervert.

He was a pervert. He used to take pictures.

Q. Okay, that's Mr .

LADY SMITH: So 'Mary', are you saying --
A. Yeah, he hung himself, I think, in the end. He hung
himself in the school.

LADY SMITH: Are you saying he was known as ?

A. That's right, yeah. This was the sign we used for
Mr , which would be _, yes. So this
was the sign name because he used to walk around doing
this all the time. So this is how the deaf children
identified him, and when we talk about Mr , we
use his_ 'cause he had _ So
this would be the sign name we'd use for him.

LADY SMITH: Yes, thank you.

MS INNES: At paragraph 109 of your statement, you tell us
that you became aware -- sorry.
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Yep, sorry, I'm with you. Yeah, that's right, yes.

You tell us that there was a camera being used in the
girls' changing rocms. Can you tell us about that?

Yes, that's right. I think it was round about Christmas
time. Again, back to the school dance. Everyone had
gone back to the changing room to get changed. The
girls specifically who'd stayed in residence, they went
along to a room to get changed. We went into the door
and then up in the corner, there was -- what was it now?
Victor, victory, like a victory old-fashioned wooden
cupboard.

INTERPRETER: So held on twe seconds, I have now got

a visual. So it's old-fashioned -- in the room, there
was a panel above that you could open and see down into
the hall. So that's what 'Mary' is describing.

So we had noticed that and it was all closed over. It
was all white, as we noticed it, and it was all closed
over, and we thought: oh, okay. And then as we were
getting changed, it caught someone's eye, they kept on
looking up, and I'm thinking, 'What's going on?', and
they're signing to me, 'Something funny's going on up
there'. So we all turned round and had a look at these
windows that you cculd see into, and then we saw a glass
mirror which it allowed us to see behind us, and we
moved the mirror ever so slightly so that we could
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actually see what was happening behind us, and we saw
someone move in the mirror, and we all turned to have
a look. There was definitely someone there, but you
could only see the shadow. You couldn't actually see
their face. But there was definitely someone there.
And we're all thinking: who was that? Who is that?

And we all knew how to get there, so we all ran out
those changing rooms as quick as we could to try to get
up to this particular area in the school, and we just
saw this figure shoot off, and we thought, 'That's
Mr , was it him?' And we were all going, 'I'm
not sure, they left too quickly'. So we're not
100 per cent sure if it was him or not. And we went
back into the changing rooms and we were like, 'Come on,
let's go have a look, let's go see', and so some of us
went back and went upstairs to this particular walkway.

I remember there being a lot of dust up there as
well, because it wasn't a passage that was mainly used,
but we saw footprints when we went up, so we knew
someone had been there. There was a torch that we
found, so we managed to go up and have a look, and we
saw that there was little things on the wall and then we
realised that little corner there, if we touch that and
open that up, we can actually see into where the girls
get changed, where the girls are actually sleeping, and
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then we realised that if you opened another window, you
could see into another room, if you opened another
window, you could see into the bathroom, and just by
exploring that corridor, we could see that, actually,
you could have windows intoc lots of different areas of
the school, and it was all the way round the school that
you could get access to if you were up in this
particular corridor, and we Jjust could not believe that
somebody could spy on us getting changed, sleeping. It
was unbelievable.

So we came back down the stairs and it was Mrs --

Ms or Mrs Cath -- Ms Cath, this is what we would sign
for Ms Cath, and we had said to her, 'Do the teachers go
up there into this corrider and have a look and perve on
us?' And Ms Cath was like, 'Oh, don't be silly, that's
not something that we do'. And we are going, 'Do you
understand us, do you understand us signing?' and she's
going, 'Oh, a little bit, I understand a little bit',
but she did not understand us, so it was really
frustrating.

So we went to see and said, 'Are you
aware of this, up in the upstairs that you can open
these and see into the changing rooms?', and he just
signed this, 'I'm not saying anything, I'm keeping my
lips shut'. 2And I'm thinking: you must know this goes
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on. It really made me guestion what was going on.
I was 50/50 at that point.

And then-said that Mr was taking
photographs, like taking dick pics, effectively, and I'm
saying, 'Why are you letting him take pictures of you?'
and he was like, 'Oh, I'm just so anxious, I'm so
nervous, I don't want involved, I don't want involved'.
And I was just thinking: oh, my goodness, I can't
believe this is going on. And we're like, 'He's taking
pictures of you; what for?' Sc I had said to-
'Thank you for letting us know, I didn't know that this
was going on'.

And then back in the changing room again later on,
we were aware of flashes happening up in that corridor,
and we just became very suspicious that photographs were
being taken of us. So we decided to go right against
the wall and get changed so that if somebody was looking
in, they wouldn't be able to see directly below them, so
that's where we all ended up getting changed.

I'm sure there was a girl called-, and she was
quite heavy endowed-. She was a big girl and
I remember her being heavily endowed, and she was not
bothered, she thought, 'Do you know, I don't care, I'm
taking my bra off, I'm getting changed', and you could
see the flashes were going crazy at that time, and
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that's a memory that I have, that that happened in the
girls' changing rooms, and that was Mr .
Okay.

Now, 'Mary', I'm going to move towards the end of
your statement now, and I know that you don't want to
talk about your son's experiences, but you've told us
that your son --

Yeah, I don't want to discuss that, yeah, mm-hmm.
You've told us --

That's for my son. That's not for me.

LADY SMITH: 'Mary', that's fine, I quite understand that.

You don't need to talk about it.

I'm a little bit angry because I feel like I was part 1
and he's part 2. Like, I do not want a part 3. I don't
want this to happen to my grandchildren. It's not

acceptable.

MS INNES: You'wve told us in your statement that he went to

Donaldson's when it was in the new school in Linlithgow,
and I think that was --
That's correct, yes.
-- probably round about 200. to 201..
Yeah, roughly that time, yes. That's correct.
Okay.
And then you go on to talk about the impact of your
experience in Donaldson's on you. What impact did what
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happened to you have on your life after you left
Donaldson's?

I'm a very angry person. I definitely reported this.

I reported it to sccial workers. I just feel it went in
one ear and out the other, if I'm honest.

But the anger I live with. I'm angry still. The

services at Deaf Action are so poor, so I just feel like

now, I'd like to see things happen. _

What can I do?

I've reported _to social work and
for myself. They con't listen to me. I've also spoke
to Deaf Action CEO, which I think is Philip. So, yeah,
the new CEO that's in Deaf Action, Philip, I think he's
come up from Carlisle himself, actually. I'm so angry,
so angry. I've told them and I just feel like they're
not listening to me either.

And the social work manager there as well,

Mr Frankie McLean at the time, yeah, as well, I spoke to
him, and he was like, 'I don't know, I don't know, you
know, what do you want me to do?', and that again made
me really angry, and then when he left, he went and
started working in the government, and I have to say
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I just -- one thing after another after another. I feel
really pissed off, if I'm honest. I just think: why is
there social workers at Deaf Action? You know, if I go
to you, they should be reporting this to the police. Is
that not their job? You know, Deaf Action is there to
support deaf people. What are they there for if they're
not doing that? What are they there for?

I'm pissed off. I really am. Imagine the future
for these children if we don't do anything. You know,
if something's happened, and they -- who do they report
it to? If the social workers aren't listening to me,
then where do the future generations listen to, do you
know what I mean? That's what I think about.

And you've also told us in your statement, 'Mary', about
the impact of your education at Donaldson's, and you say
if you'd had a better education, you could have gone on
to have a degree and a career and things would have been
different for you.

Yes. Yes. I wish. I wish that's the life I led.

I could have gone to college, I could have gone to
university. These were options that were open to me,
but -- I could have achieved a job. But now, look at
me. Look. I have got nothing. I can't finger spell
into English, because the teachers ruined my life.

I had that blackout. I feel like I've got this mind
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block that I just can't actually learn anything now
because of the trauma of my time at Donaldson's. It's
just too much. I'm so, so disappointed. It's very sad.

MS INNES: Okay, I've come to the end of my questions for
you, 'Mary'.

A. Thank you.

MS INNES: We obviously also have your statement, which
forms part of your evidence to the Inquiry. Thank you.

A. Thank you very much.

LADY SMITH: 'Mary', let me add my thanks to you for all the
effort you've put in to providing evidence in person
this afternoon.

A. No problem.

LADY SMITH: It's been such a help to have that in addition
to your written statement. You've made these accounts
of your time as a child come alive, and I can see it's
been a painful thing to do, but it's adding enormous
value to the work we are doing here, so thank you for
that.

A. No problem, thank you.

LADY SMITH: Do feel free to go.

A. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Some more names that I want to mention, some of

them I'm repeating. These are names we have used in
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evidence today, but the people are not to be identified
as having been referred to in our evidence outside this

room.

There was somebody referred to as or
-- Mr , we understand is the person
that that's meant to refer to -- somebody referred to as
', the sign " is used for that, we
understand; Ms or Mrs ; Mr A% 3 ;
was also at Donaldson's at the same time as the witness;
somebody called -; another boy called-
possibly _; and a girl called-.

And one more, I think.

Ah, vyes. -,--and-. It was just
referred to as '.'. Please respect their anonymity.

So that completes the evidence for today. Tomorrow
we'll start at 10 o'clock again with evidence in person,

I think, Ms Innes; is that right?

MS INNES: The evidence at 10 o'clock will be by a Webex

link, hopefully.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS INNES: And then we have a witness in person in the

afternoon. $So in the morning, the evidence is from
John Chalmers, a previous Chair of the Board of
Governors at Donaldson's, and then in the afternoon,
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evidence from Mary Mulligan, who's also a previous Chair
of the Board of Governors.

LADY SMITH: So the in-person is coming to us by Webex, but
I think we have finished the read-ins we need to do this
week, haven't we?

MS INNES: We have.

LADY SMITH: Thank you all for your attention. I look
forward to seeing any of you who are going to be here
tomorrow morning.

Thank you.

(4.05 pm)

(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Wednesday, 1 October 2025)
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