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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

GBG

Support person present: No

1. My name is Sl ' have changed my name legally in the United States
because of my profession. | wish to use my birth name which is the name | was
known by when | attended boarding school. My date of birth is || jlj1962. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. I was born in Bethlehem and my parents are Palestinians who were refugees who had
been living in Lebanon at the time. We came from a very poor background. My father
was in the oil industry and as such he managed to accumulate a certain amount of

wealth and prominence.

3. The reason | was born in Bethlehem even though my siblings were born in Beirut,
was because my mother had my sister who was a year and half when she was
pregnant with me. My father suggested she go to Bethlehem to my grandmother’s
house. That would mean she had someone to look after her as we had no-one in
Lebanon. She went back to Lebanon shortly after | was born. | lived in Lebanon until
| was about ten years old.

4. My older sister is called [Jjfjand when we were in Lebanon my mother was more

of a single mum because my father was not around because he was always
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23.

24.

25.

26.

In junior school the housemaster and his wife were responsible for looking after us at
night. If | didn’t feel great | could knock on their study door and he or his wife would
make me feel better. Again, when you can’t communicate with someone who doesn’t
speak your language what can you do. You show up and if you are crying and

miserable you can’t express yourself.
In senior school | was in Moredun House and Mr [jiiJfjwas the housemaster.

The structure of the routine and school are all very similar in senior school compared
to junior school. Reserve Officers’ Training Corps training was introduced in senior
school on Wednesdays and you had compulsory chores to do and you just had more
things you were responsible for. | don’t specifically recall what all the differences were
for me | just blended into the senior school.

Routine at Fettes College, Edinburgh
First day

My father showed up a few days before | was supposed to go to school and he and
the lady | was staying with drove me to the school. | don’t recall any visits to Fettes
before this. | arrived a few days before the school started. | felt lost and didn’t know

what to expect. | cried a lot.

| met the housemaster whose name was Mr and he was a very charming
and nice person. He and his wife made me feel comfortable at the beginning. As days
go by and you start meeting the other kids you realise it was not going to be an easy
thing because a lot of the kids couldn’t communicate with me. They looked at me and
| was different from them, | looked different, acted different and couldn’t speak the
language. | wasn’t accepted by any means. There was a lot of mocking and making
fun right from the get go.
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

In those first few days Mreither had a person who was working for him or
someone who was a friend who walked me through the school. The junior school was
separate from the senior school but they were on the same perimeter. You didn’t
interact with the seniors but you would see them here and there. It was just an
introduction to that campus. It was just a huge campus for a little boy and | felt like |
was in a country all of its own. That was the only introduction | got. They didn’t even
tutor me in English they just kind of threw me in there. | was just expected to learn

English myself as | went along.

When | went to Fettes Junior School and | remember the housemaster’s wife was from
Malta and she tried to talk to me. Maltese has a little bit of Arabic in it. | didn't

understand much of what she was trying to say and | didn’t really know how to respond.
Mornings and bedtime
In the very first year | had problems sleeping. | was a mess.

On an average day we would be woken up around seven, get up and get dressed.
After breakfast we would come back and get ready for class. They would ring the bell

and you would be there for whatever class that you had.

Bedtimes were always very structured. We would be told it would be time for bed and
we would have to go and brush our teeth and get into our pyjamas. We would have to
be in our bunks and they would come and turn the lights off. Some kids would fall
asleep right away and some kids would talk. Kids would get into trouble if they were
caught talking. | think Mrs [Jffwould come in, ask who was talking and basically put

them in check.
Mealtimes/Food

Our meals were taken in the cafeteria so in the morning we would go there for
breakfast and it was horrible. It was porridge and if you got a fried egg you were lucky.

If you were early enough you would get a roll so it was competitive at every level. It
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was not a place you could just coast so you would have to compete with everybody
else on everything including food. | remember on a Sunday we would have the best
breakfast out of them all. On Sunday we would get sausages, baked beans and that
kind of thing.

The cafeteria was used for the junior and senior school but there were different

sections for the junior and senior schools.

The food was served to us so you would have to stand in the line, take a plate and go
to the servers who would put the food on your plate. There was never enough food for
everybody. If you didn’t get there on time by the time you got over there would be
nothing left for you except for porridge. Once they ran out of food that was it. The
luxury of getting a bread roll was difficult. They put them on the tables and it was like
a piranha attack. The kids would just grab them and take as much as they could. Some

were greedy and some were not. Getting milk was not easy either.

The other meals were not much better really. It was a lot of stews and haggis. Things
like that. It was very different from the food | was used to so | lived more on things
from the tuck shop than | did on their food. | would buy potato chips and sweets. | was

a growing boy and | was hungry all the time.

The staff didn’t oversee the mealtimes because we had prefects. Prefects were
students and they really shouldn’t have been in charge in the first place. Prefects were
senior school and they took care of their own people. There would be one member of

staff there but they were not supervising or regulating the food distribution.

There were no choices with the meals. If you didn't like it there was nothing else to

eat.

| think we could get tuck every Tuesday and Thursday although | am not sure it was
definitely those days. | didn't get pocket money initially but | asked for it. | asked Mr
Bl =nd | think he asked my father. There wasn’t anything else | could use my pocket

money for in junior school as you couldn'’t leave the school. | didn’t handle the money.
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Personal possessions
Everyone would keep their belongings in their trunk which was kept in the bedroom.
Bed Wetting

| didn’t have any problems with bed wetting. There was a boy that had a problem and
he would get the brunt of bullying and laughing. [ cre not pleased
about it but they were kind enough to kind of brush it under the table and not talk about

it to give him a chance. That boy left, he couldn’t stay.
Visitors/Visits

My father would drop by from time to time to surprise visit me. He actually, at some
point, established a kitchen cabinet company with his Scottish partner which was in
- He ran that company to pay for my education basically. He would take me out
of the school but we had a very strained relationship. | held a lot of animosity towards
him. | was very scared of him too so it wasn'’t like a pleasant experience. Sometimes |
couldn’t wait to get back. It didn’t give any sort of respite it was more of a chore than
an outing. | would tell him about being bullied and stuff and he would tell me that if
someone hits me | should hit them back doubly hard. | didn’t know what to think of that

and he didn’t understand it. Sometimes it was six or seven boys against me.

One time | was invited home by another student whose name was -
I | ihink his dad was a reverend. They were very kind people and | went
to stay with them once and they brought me back. | am assuming my parents were
contacted to authorise this but | am not sure. | may have had a conversation with my
mother about it when | may have told her but | don’t know if that was before or after
the visit though.
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68.
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70.

Family contact

When | was new to the school | was told | could call my mother once a week. | would
call her and ask her to please get me out of there. | would tell her | didn’'t want to be
there. Sometimes she would cry down the line. My father dominated the family and it
was his way or the highway basically. She was not equipped to have any authority and
therefore she knew she couldn’t do much about it. | felt that. | think it was so painful
for both of us but especially for her because she is a single mom really. She didn’t
have anyone from the immediate family around her either. It wasn’'t something that
was afforded to me every week because international calls at that time were very
expensive. | got to make these calls for the first couple of weeks only. | would probably
speak to my mum once every month or every six weeks. It was something like that.
They would try to limit the length of the calls to a few minutes not only for the cost but
they didn't want me to get more emotional. [t didn't want me to get
more attached to me talking to my mother. They were not present when | spoke to her.

They would shut the door and leave me in their study.

While | at was at Fettes my mother had my brother who is twelve years younger than

me. His name is [jjfjand he lives in Sussex | think.

During holidays there were times when | stayed at the school and there were times |
left. When | did go back to Lebanon it was either Christmas or summer, mostly
summer. Sometimes at Christmas | wouldn’t go back. One time | stayed at my father’s
friend who had a son similar to my age and one time | stayed with a family in England
that my father had befriended. | did that maybe three or four times so really | only went

back to Lebanon in the summer.

| was overjoyed going home and couldn’t believe | was actually home. It is a very long
journey from Fettes to Beirut and it took me a day and a half to get there. Going home
gave me great joy for the first couple of years and then civil war broke out and it
changed everything.
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something that meant | lost my identity so | could live without having to worry about

being accepted and part of something.
Discipline

Keeping in mind that the ages in the junior school were from ten to thirteen or fourteen
the discipline part was very tame compared to senior school. It was mostly disciplining
by you can’t have this or you can’t have that. Privileges would be taken away such as
you can’t go to the tuck shop. It wasn’t physical in nature. | think Mrdid discipline
somebody. He caned him but it wasn’t me and | think it was because he left the

campus.

They would use running as a punishment but that was more in the senior school. They
would make you do a variety of different tasks in a row in a time limit and if you didn’t
beat the time limit you would be punished even more. It was a cycle. It was prefects
who dished out the punishment and it was all traditional so these punishments would

have been dished out for decades before then.

In the boarding house | thought were quite strict but it was nothing
compared to senior school strict. Not even close. For me coming from that flower child
attitude it was strict but there was such a difference between the levels of strictness

from junior to senior school.

| got punished a couple of times in senior school. Twice was for fighting once by the
headmaster Mr Chenevix-Trench and once by Mr the housemaster of
Moredun.

| think there were expulsions and suspensions for more serious disciplinary issues. |
think | heard about them but not in my house. | think Carrington House had one and |
am not sure if there were any others. | think you could be expelled for not being at
school overnight. | also think if you got caught shoplifting in the town and the police
were involved then you would definitely get expelled. | think if you were caught with

alcohol it was a caning. Caning was for smoking as well
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would become real men. Fettes has memorials of pupils who had died in World War
One and Two. This is not an institution that was known for its kindness. They wanted
to build men out of boys and that is why we had our OTC training every Wednesday.
We never got to be a child, all these children had to become men at that young age.

That is exactly what my father wanted for me.

When | infected a lot of people with measles or chicken pox after my return from
Lebanon the bullying got even worse. That was still when | was in junior school. It was
everybody who blamed it on me because | was the one who got it first. They were

saying that | had brought it from Lebanon and that | was a disgusting foreigner.

The bullying from the other boys started right away. It is easy to imagine at the
beginning of the time | went to Fettes | was very small for my age. The longer | stayed
the fatter | became but | didn’t grow in height so the bullying got worse as not only am
| short but | am short and fat. The teasing, mocking and bullying just got worse. |t
included tripping up and pushing and it all accelerated and | had to accept it. | got hurt.
| had a black eye once. | also got into a fight with |||l and | hit my wrist
against the metal frame of the bed and it broke. He was a big bully, nothing but a big
bully. He wanted to provoke me as much as possible. Everybody looked up to him and

he was like the authority between the kids. He was big and way taller than me.

I think [ 2"d other staff were aware of what was happening. When |
had my black eye they knew what had happened. | don’t know of anything they did
about it. | did something about it afterwards. | found a dead branch when | was walking
from the cafeteria at night. It was pretty dark and the three people who bullied me the
most including-were walking together. | had had enough. Something snapped in
my head and | just ran towards them with the dead branch. Before they knew what
was coming | had hit |||l The others must have thought | was a maniac so
they hurried back running into the house. | got in trouble for it. | had had a black eye
from them and | was beaten. | think my weekend free time privileges were taken away
and | had to stay in the dormitory. This all happened from the get go and continued

during junior school.
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Mr [l 2sked me to go and find a branch that was whippy enough to hit
me but wouldn’t break. | was told that if it broke he would have to start over. That was
the psychological torture that they used to break down the kids. | had ten minutes to
go find one and go back to him. | did and he used it on me across my buttocks. Lucky

for me it didn’t break.

Another time | was caught fighting with my bullies Mrtold me what | did was
very serious and | was going to have to have a chat with the headmaster. He sent to
see Mr Chevenix-Trench who was regarded a war hero and everybody looked up to
him and thought that he was such a great man but my experience is kind of bizarre
with him. | was very frightened and this lady opened the door and let me into his study
before he came in. He was a very small man and he had these glasses which had a
patch over one of the lenses. | think he had been tortured in World War Two. He wasn’t
in great health and couldn’t see out of one of his eyes. He asked me if | knew why and
what | was there for and | nodded. He told me to lay on the couch with my back arched
on top. He had an actual wooden cane. He struck me across my buttocks and | think
he made me take down my trousers but | didn’t take down my underwear. With Mr
Chevenix-Trench it was different because it was almost like he enjoyed doing it. | could
see for a small man the amount of force he put into it took every ounce of his effort to
do it. It took unusually long before he started doing it. | remember | was very sore and
tears were going down my eyes. He smiled at me, told me to sit down and then he

rang a bell. The lady who had opened the door for me came in with tea. Very bizarre.

In senior school the mockery, teasing and bullying wasn’t as frequent but it was much
more violent. | wouldn’t just take it anymore so | would fight back. That created a clash
all the time with me defending myself. | was injured frequently. My nose was broken, |
suffered bruising over my body and black eyes. | never got medical treatment for these
injuries because you were expected to take it. There was never any enquiry carried
out. The schools culture was about being tough. It was literally about ploughing
through whatever the odds were. It was not about babying. If you went to the nurse
people would mock you for it. That kind of atmosphere is really kind of military like.

There wasn'’t anyone that | or any other child could go to speak about things like this.
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When | was in Moredun the prefects put a boy in a frozen bath where he started having
hypothermia shock. | witnessed that. The boy had to leave in an ambulance. There
was a bath for the prefects and only they could use it. You have to keep in mind that
that section of the showers and bathrooms had no ceiling so they would run a bath the
night before until there was a sheet of ice on top in the morning and then they would
put the student in it for a punishment for five minutes. | do not remember the name of

the child who was taken away in the ambulance.

Reporting of abuse at Fettes College, Edinburgh

The first time | got a black eye [ 2sked me what happened and | told
them but | didn’t see anything happen as a result. They didn’t do anything about it that
I am aware of. | think the staff were aware of the bullying but they didn’'t know what to

do about it. It was lack of experience | think.

It was the same as the sexual abuse. It was rampant and it was obvious as it was in
front of everybody and yet nothing was done about it. They looked the other way.
Everyone knew what this man was doing. The students and the other teachers but
they just didn’t do anything about it. | remember one of the teachers saying something
pertaining to him. | think it was about an incident with a boy but | don’t exactly recall
the incident but another teacher made a comment like ‘oh you have so and so next’

and he insinuated that he knew that this was a bad person. He kind of felt bad for us.

| never said anything about the teacher who sexually abused me and the other boys.

| know | didn’t have the words to tell.
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129. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

GBG
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