






































100. It really rapped my friend right across the palm of his hand and-just smiled 

and told him he should have moved his hand. Afterwards it swelled right up, but I don't 

think my friend went for any medical attention. 

Reporting of abuse at Edinburgh Academy 

101. I think Wares behaviour was what turned me away from maths, because I just didn't 

enjoy it afterwards. I never told my parents anything about Wares and consequently 

they jumped to the conclusion that it was_, my-teacher in prep school, 

who stopped me having an interest in learning. Actually it had been Wares, because 

he had frightened me so much. I was more concerned about what was happening to 

me than I was about learning. 

102. We boys never discussed what Wares was doing, because we didn't know it was 

wrong. We were only nine years old and all we might say to each other was that he 

was "being weirdo again", or "he was touching me". Only one boy, Kim Wolfe-Murray, 

who was quite vocal, did stand up against Wares and he walked away. We knew that 

our parents had sent us to a good school and for all we knew this might have been 

part of the education system. Consequently, I never mentioned what was happening 

to my parents, or to any member of staff. Like everyone else, I just sucked it up and 

got on with it. 

103. I also always had the attitude that I didn't want to disappoint my parents, particularly 

my dad, by telling them that the school he held in such high esteem was full of 

paedophiles and sadists. I didn't want to go home and tell them that I had been beaten 

for something Dawson might have thought I'd done, even though it might have been 

something entirely innocent. 

104. In subsequent years, when Dawson was again my history teacher in third year, I had 

more confidence and was able to stand up to him. I swore at him once in third year, 

after I had again banged the door as I entered his class slightly late and he called me 

up to his desk. He told me to bend over, but I refused and he went puce. 

20 



105. I think Mrllflwas-by that time and I was hauled in front of him for disobeying 

a master. He questioned me in the Masters' Lodge and I explained what had 

happened. I told him I was prepared to take a beating with the clacken if I had done 

something wrong, but I told him that I wasn't prepared to be tickled, given a sweet and 

then beaten by Dawson with one of his implements. I don't recall liiif.lreacting much 

to what I was telling him and instead I was sent away. Nothing more was said and 

nothing got sent back to my parents. 

106. There was nobody I was aware of who had a responsibility for pastoral care, other 

than Reverend Haslett, but all he was interested in talking about was drinking and 

rugby. I think the only master I could possibly have talked to was Mr_, my 

-teacher, but by that time both Dawson and Wares were in the past for me. 

Leaving Edinburgh Academy 

107. I left Edinburgh Academy in 1981, when I was eighteen. The school had us sit both 

the Scottish and the English exams and when I left, I had eight O-Grades, eight O­

Levels and one Higher in history. 

108. Before I left, I had a careers meeting with one of the masters and I told him I was 

interested in the military, the ministry or being a mercenary. I don't remember who the 

careers master was, but it was very poorly done. I don't think he was qualified, I think 

he had just drawn the short straw. I don't think he had even been one of my masters 

and therefore wouldn't really have known me. I think that if you weren't going to go to 

university you were placed in the too difficult box and I was never bright enough to get 

all the results I would need. 

109. I decided to join the army and sorted out getting in myself. My dad took me to one of 

the recruitment seminars and I thought I would do better as an officer and so I applied. 

I went for a regular commission board assessment and was accepted before I actually 

left school and I went to Sandhurst a few months after I left. 
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Life after Edinburgh Academy 

110. I served three years in the army, before I then got into security. I started off doing 

shop security and then a couple of mates from the army contacted me and I got into 

close protection with a private firm. I worked in that field for six or seven years before 

I smashed my knee up playing rugby and left and got into the pub trade. 

111. I worked in some terrible pubs around London, before meeting my wife and deciding 

to leave and joining the Metropolitan Police. I have worked with the police for twenty­

eight years now. My wife and I married in 1996 and we have one son. 

Impact 

112. My whole attitude towards respecting the masters changed as a result of what Wares 

did to me and that affected my performance in the upper school. I had been good at 

maths in Denham Green, but after prep school I just didn't take an interest. I moved 

away from respect, guidance and learning to self-preservation. Not opening up, not 

asking questions and not approaching masters because I didn't know what might 

happen. 

113. I think I became a harder and less approachable a person through going to the 

Academy. I think I put defensive screens up and didn't progress my own potential 

because I didn't want to open up to some of the masters. I didn't know that only a 

minority of them were paedophiles or sadists. I put up barriers because I didn't know 

who I could trust. 

114. I think putting up those barriers also meant that I was harder and less tolerant of the 

weaker boys at school. I think I might have turned the boys who were less sporting 

into victims and now my way is to try and protect the weakest. 

115. After I left school and before I joined the Met, my experiences probably continued to 

affect how I viewed people in authority. I have never been tempted to abuse drugs or 

alcohol, but I did have some disciplinary issues, although nothing too major. 
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116. After we had our son, we decided to become foster parents and have now fostered 

children for about fifteen years. I knew that I could protect those children because I 

knew what those children had gone through after what had happened to me. I had 

more of an awareness and so I was better able to protect them. I have a great 

relationship with my own son and I think I was similarly protective of him too. 

117. Previously, I only really used to think about my time at the Academy if I saw some of 

the ex-pupils playing rugby, although I have been thinking more about it recently. I 

had put everything in a box and I never used to dwell on it and always thought that the 

school itself had meant well. If I had stayed in Edinburgh, I would have sent my son 

to the Academy because I thought the whole ethos of the school was good. 

Treatment/support 

118. I have never had any treatment or counselling. When I met my wife, I told her that the 

school had a couple of teachers who would touch boys, but I didn't go into details. 

She has asked whether I thought I might benefit from some counselling, but I didn't 

think I would. 

Reporting of Abuse 

119. I was of the belief that lain Wares must have been dead and I was surprised when I 

heard Nicky Campbell's podcast 'In Dark Corners' to discover that he wasn't. After 

finding out Wares was still alive, I decided to report what had happened to me to the 

police. My parents had both passed away by then and so I had nobody that I felt I 

needed to protect from hearing what had happened. 

120. In August 2022, I contacted Police Scotland, but because I am down in London, it was 

going to be a bit difficult so I spoke to the Child Abuse Investigation Team at Brixton. 

Within an hour or so of me contacting them they sent a OS and a DC over, who took 

me to Brixton and I gave a video interview over four hours, or so. I gave a statement 

about Wares and about Dawson, but I didn't mention anything else at that time. 
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121. Brixton sent everything to Police Scotland and now, every couple of months, I get a 

letter from the Procurator Fiscal, updating me. I have also had a couple of calls from 

detectives in Police Scotland, although I'm not sure whether Wares has been charged 

with assaulting me. 

122. I had possibly the longest phone conversation I have ever had with Nicky Campbell 

after I had spoken with Police Scotland. He phoned me after somebody else had been 

in touch with him and mentioned me. He tried to encourage me to join the 'Facebook' 

and 'WhatsApp' groups, but that wasn't for me. Nicky also put me in touch with a 

member of the 'Panorama' team, who I spoke to for several hours. 

123. Nicky also encouraged me to contact a firm of solicitors, so I did and I am now pursuing 

a claim for compensation from the Academy. I don't recall the name of the firm. 

Records 

124. I have looked for my old report cards, but I can't find anything. I know that my parents 

had kept them, but I'm not sure where they might be. I wasn't aware you could ask 

the school for anything they might have and I have not done so. 

Lessons to be Learned 

125. All masters are responsible for the wellbeing of their charges and if one sees, or 

believes, something is going on, they should have the backbone to report it. 

126. What sickens me is why the Academy took on Wares after he had spent several 

months in a psychiatric unit for, on his own admission, being attracted to boys. The 

school should have known about this treatment and should have checked into it. Any 

school, or any establishment such as the Scouts, or the Guides, or whatever, shouldn't 

let somebody like that anywhere near boys or girls, but to add insult to injury, the 

Academy let him go to another school, Fettes. 
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127. There need to be closer, proper checks of anyone who wants to work in a school. 

Anyone who is open and honest doesn't mind being checked and being done so 

rigorously. 

128. Despite my initial reservations, I think the addition of girls to the Academy has diluted 

the possibility of abuse such as I suffered reoccurring. I understand there is more 

pastoral care now. 

Other information 

129. I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence 

to the Inquiry. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed .. 

cJt/c)S j J.4-, Dated ........................................................................................... . 
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