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To us, as his loving family, we always wondered what had caused such a radical
change in the behaviour and demeanour of my happy, gregarious, beautiful brother.
My family carry a strong sense of guilt for not recognising that there was an underlying
cause from psychological damage and treating it wrongly as a teenage rebellion

phase. Through our berating, we merely added to his lack of self-esteem.

Throughout his adult years, living just round the corner from our family home, my
parents were very close to him. Our parents were hands on grandparents in the early
years. My parents suffered severe anxiety at my brother’s physical and mental decline.
They have agonised as to what more they could do and could have done for their
proud and much-loved son. He stopped them from providing private medical help

throughout, despite the obvious and evident likely outcome.

Reporting of abuse after leaving school/Edinburgh Academy survivors’ group

It was arranged through Giles Moffatt for my brother to join the EA Survivors’
WhatsApp group on |JJJJll 2023, twenty years after the first abuse cases were
reported to the Academy. Contact from the Edinburgh Academy survivors was life
affirming for my brother. He was shocked at how brave the other survivors were. He
was really surprised that they could talk about their abuse without shame and openly
with one another. He realised that he wasn’t alone and it was a revelation to him. It

made things a lot easier for him to process.

The cyclical nature of abuse is that the abusers become abusers. On the EA Survivors’
group,was able to find support but also understand and forgive his peers for
their previously aggressive behaviour towards him. He said it was incredibly brave of
his dormmate to reach out to him in this way. It had a huge impact on my brother that
he had taken the time to contact him and apologise. It gave him peace to know that it
was not personal and that it was indicative of the culture that the masters had

cultivated.
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After joining the survivors’ group, my brother immediately identified as having the
same PTSD symptoms as the other survivors. They all shared the same symptoms
and character traits because of the Academy abuse. He learnt that they shared the
same pattern of struggle that he had had throughout his adult life. They had the same
relationships issues, stemming from similar experiences of violence at the hands of
pupils and teachers at the Academy. This was also hugely impactful on my brother.
This was the turning point for him and the starting point for his recovery, counselling
and finding of self-worth. | saw a fundamental shift in his ability to cope with the burden
and his positivity about the future. My family will be forever indebted to Giles Moffat
and the Edinburgh Academy Survivors’ Group for reaching out to my brother in a
positive way that brought him dignity in his final month of life and for representing the

EA survivors at his funeral.

At this point, so close to his death,finally felt that it might be possible to share
his experiences with the inquiry and the police. He started writing his testimony. | did
know that he was dying. My sister is a doctor. Two years previously, she wrote a letter
to our brother along with a letter that | also wrote, pleading with him to find help. My
sister told him that he had two years left to live if he carried on drinking the way he
was. We knew that we did not have much time to try and turn things around for him.
toId me he was going to give his testimony to Giles Moffat. He had a flash stick
that he planned to give him at an arranged meeting ats house four days before
he died. Unfortunately,was too ill to see Giles. He cancelled their appointment,
and he died four days later.

Lessons to be learned

It is my intention to report the abuse on [§EIfs behalf, to assist schools in finding
others like [l before it is too late, and to reach out to schools to put systems in

place to support survivors of historic abuse.

There is no doubt in my mind that [SRIIlland the other master not only physically

abused my brother, but that they groomed him for repeated abuse over five years,
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irrevocably scarring him for life. If they had tortured and killed him thirty years ago they
would have been arrested by the police, held accountable for their actions and locked
up in jail for the past 36 years that my brother has suffered. Instead, they abused my
brother and rid him of his innocence to satiate their own predatory desires and then

were given safe harbour to move on to others.

My brother’s abusers not only caused him mental torture, but their actions ultimately
led to his untimely death. The impact of their actions caused immense damage to our
family over this time, whilst these masters roamed free. The pain and suffering is
incalculable. It is a disgrace and a travesty that they were allowed the privilege of being
my brother’s teachers and ‘locum parentis’ during his informant years, only to be
permitted to continue teaching when doubts and rumours must have persisted

throughout their careers.

They did not spare him. They stole my brother’s dignity and the love he so very much
deserved and needed from others. They stole his ability to sleep and to dream and his
ability to be the father he wanted to be for his children. They stole his ability to become
a grandfather, to die one day in the future as an old man in his bed. They stole our
family’s peace of mind, and they broke my parents’ hearts. Surely, justice must prevail
so that even if there is only one moment of rational thought left in their life, if there is
any chance that they could have a moment of happiness or comfort, that it is taken
away from them. And in that way the survivors, the families and the Academy alumni

will know that justice has been served.

It is important for schools to understand that survivors of historic abuse need support
structures in place in order to survive the process of healing. This should be put in
place by every school. Knowing now how far the ring of abuse spread in Edinburgh
society and how far reaching and entrenched the paedophilic community embedded
themselves into establishments where children reside in their care, ALL schools must
assume there are historic abuse survivors born from abusers in their institutions in
their past. Without support from the school and its alumni, recovery for the survivors
is almost impossible. In this way, the Academy continues to fail its pupils. When a

school is confronted with overwhelming evidence of past abuse it must prioritise the

39



Docusign Envelope ID: FB69EGE8-8574-4D0OE-8FAQ-F564AESCT7F37

140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

safety of the survivors over its own image, brand and prestige. The schools’ insurance

companies play a big part in what seems to be a blanket ‘admit nothing’ strategy.

My recommendation is that schools are required to have an independent abuse officer,
preferably a police counsellor, who works with pupils and teachers to form an
independent mandatory reporting channel that records complaints and works with anti-
bullying groups within the schools. Reporting suspicions or evidence internally has not
proven to be effective both in record keeping or in circumnavigating the ever-present
desire of schools to brush abuse claims either under their carpet or pass the offender
on to other willing schools. Based on my experience, | would suggest that boarding
schools and their alumni stand together against perpetrators of historical abuse and
create a support structure to give survivors dignity, a chance to be heard, as well as a

chance to report abuse, whilst offering support for the survivors and their families.

Alternatively, this safeguarding should be managed by an independent body with the
mandatory handover of alumni databases so that communication can be managed

and support offered where needed by an external body.

| believe it should be mandatory for a school to contact its alumni when reports of
historic abuse come to light.

Mandatory reporting should be firmly in place. It should be mandatory for teachers to
report even a suspicion of abuse. This report should be logged directly with the police
and not with the school so that the information is captured and held to create a larger

picture across schools and across teachers’ careers.

The Academy should action a sensitively constructed search for survivors like my

brother through Facebook and contacting the alumni.

Looking from a bird’s eye perspective, delivered by hindsight, it is apparent to me that
the abuse that my brother suffered at the Academy generated shock waves throughout
his life. The shrapnel devastated all the relationships that he held dear. He was averse

to authority, institutions and bully boys. He was so fearful of “going back to the Titanic”
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that contacting the police was something he would have avoided, without knowing
there were a significant number of other survivors with the same issues. He spent his
entire life believing that he was the only one and that he alone had been singled out.
He deserved answers as to why he found his life harder to live than everyone else

around him. He remained utterly alone and in mental and physical pain.

Final thoughts

The rest of my life will always be bittersweet without my brother. He was an amazing
uncle to my children, and | will no longer have the special person | relied on to make
me laugh, share life’s ups and downs or discuss the state of the world with.
and the other master and all those who saw but said nothing have stolen this from us.
Knowing that my brother’s life was fundamentally devastated by his experience at our
shared school carries a sense of guilt that he did not want me to feel. | will be forever

grateful that he chose to share his burden with me. That is what sisters are for.

| think it would be fitting to end my statement with jSEEl s own words, which he shared
on Whatsapp with Academy survivors: “The academy did a lot of damage to all of us,
and those that broke the law deserve to be judged, but please don’t fall into the trap
of passing on the hatred that we were subjected to. We cannot change the past. We
cannot undo what’s been done. All we can do is be the best we can be so that we
don’t pass on those feelings to future generations.”

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PKW
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