Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KKI

Support person present: Yes

My name is SSIEEEEEGEGEGEGE 'y oate of birth is ||| 962 My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

| am an only child and was born in Falkirk to my mother- who was a housewife
at that time and my father [} who was a tool maker. | was a baby when we moved
to live in South Africa as my father had taken a new job there. We stayed there until |
was nearly five years old and returned to live in different areas in Falkirk.

| started my school life at Camelon Junior School and then we moved from Falkirk to
Grangemouth. | don’t know why, but when | was in Camelon, the school put me into a
class with three or four other boys. When | was in that room | can’t remember being
given any education and we just sat there for most of the day. When | was in any of
the normal class size | was always sat at the back of the classroom with the three or

four other boys.

When | moved to Grangemouth | transferred to Bowhouse Primary. When | was there
| was placed in some remedial classes as | was having difficulty with my reading and
writing. | think | was in Bowhouse for about two years before moving to Fettes. My
mother during this period believed there was something wrong with my learning and
went to university to qualify as an English teacher. She identified the issue as a new
thing at that time, dyslexia.
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When | was at Bowhouse mum arranged for me to be assessed by Dr Catriona Collins
and she diagnosed that | had dyslexia. | was given a half day extra tuition by Dr Collins
at her house in Edinburgh one day a week, to help bring on my English and maths.
When | was home at night, for about two hours, my mother would help me go over
what we had studied that day and with that help | was able to participate in the class
the following day. Even to this day | still have issues with my dyslexia.

It was around this time that my mother was attending university to qualify as an English
teacher. | thought | had been receiving some funding for attending Fettes, but | found
out later when she was teaching my mother used most of that money to pay for

schooling.

My mother had always been disparaging of the local school and the education they
offered. She always wanted me to have a better education and along with the research

with Dr Collins, they chose Fettes. | was not involved in this selection process.

Fettes, Edinburgh

| was made aware that there was a unit being built at George Watson's. This was to
be for pupils, like myself, with issues such as dyslexia and dyspraxia. The unit was not
ready until | was due to be in Senior School. In the meantime, | was being sent to

Fettes as a day pupil.

Prior to attending as a pupil, | had to sit the common entrance exam. My mother
ensured that | had extra tuition to help me pass the exam. Before the start of the

summer holidays, | was told | had passed and | then had to do a one-to-one interview

with Mr [ S o the junior school.

| did have a visit to the school before | started and | was shown things like the rifle
range, woodwork classes and the art studio. | suspect | walked around the junior
school, but | can't remember if that was the case.















32.

33.

34.

35.

There was an occasion | bought a Space 1999 model for £5 from another pupil. During
that day the money | had given him went missing and he was blaming me for stealing
it. | had denied it strongly to the teachers. The teachers then decided that because no
one had come forward, the whole year | was in, were to be searched to try and find
the money. We were all taken into different rooms with different teachers, including
Wares, being involved. Each of us were then strip searched. They even made sure
that we all parted our bum cheeks to make sure we had not hidden the money.

There was a lot of bullying from some of the other boys. This would involve being
called a scroat, messing up my clothes and hair to make me look generally untidy.
This is the reason | am not in any school photographs as | was too scruffy. | still don’t
like having my photograph taken. Vulnerable people, like myself, were subjected to
beatings from some of the other boys. On some of the occasions | was being beaten
there were teachers watching what was taking place. Other boys would trip me up as
| walked passed or started punching me. If they were not able to get hold of me in the
class | would often be beaten as | walked away from the school.

The bullying from the children was condoned by the teachers. They were fully aware,
but their attitude was it was a pupil issue, and it was up to the pupils to sort it out. A
lot of the older pupils who were bullies, had themselves been bullied. | could never
have graduated to this as | cannot even face up to people and am not a violent person

in anyway. | cannot even impose my personality on others.

Reporting of abuse at Fettes, Edinburgh

| did try to tell Mrabout what Wares was doing to me. This was about a year
before | left Fettes. After telling him, his response to me was that he was not believing
me, and he said | had an over fertile imagination and what would my parents think of
me saying those things about a teacher. He told me the school was trying to help me
with my reading and writing and | was risking this by coming forward. He put a great
guilt trip on me. Although he said this | still had Wares as my form teacher but that was
only for about fifteen minutes each day. | was taken out of all his other classes. | knew
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Other information

| would like to see Wares charged and dealt with at court for the abuse he carried out
on all the boys he dealt with. | doubt that this will ever happen. The school governors
also need to be held to account for not taking appropriate action to stop the likes of
Wares and others. They could not have possibly been unaware of his actions as every
pupil he ever had in class was terrified throughout their time at school.

| have been to the school on a couple of occasions. | have no issues with the school,
but | do have issues with the teachers and what they did to the children. Fettes gave
me a good education, but it came at a huge cost in my life, for which | am paying to

this day.

| have met with some people in a former pupil group, but they are so wrapped up on
the bad things and | cannot cope with those bad memories.

| seriously thought about coming to the Inquiry when it first started but kept putting it
off. It was only recently when | read an article in the Daily Mail, which mentioned
incidents similar to what | had suffered. | later learned from another news article that
Wares was still alive. | saw a Panorama programme and there was a person on that
episode who | knew from school. This had such a profound effect on me that | phoned
the Inquiry line the next day, and | was in tears. It was after that when | came home |
was able to tell my wife [Jilijall about it.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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