Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PIF

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is ||l 1957. My contact details are

known to the inquiry.

Life before care

| was born in Calderbank House Hospital in the Baillieston area of Glasgow. My
mother's name was || ] ]l 2nc my father's name was [ | have
no memories of my life at home. I've been trying to gather up stories from relatives, to
put everything together. | don't think | got to see my mum and dad. My dad used to go
out and work. He worked in the bottle works in Shettleston. The story I've heard is that

he used to spend all his money on guitars, leaving my mum and me without food.

| then ended up in the care of my paternal grandparents in Bailleston. | think my
grandmother’s name was _ My grandad’s name was also - He
worked on the farm in Baillieston. My memories of being at my gran’s are great until |
started to get myself into trouble. My grandparents then turned quite evil. My grandad
built a table and a chair to put in the corner. If | did anything bad, | had to go and sit in
the corner. | still got up to tricks. If my grandad wasn't happy, | got caned across the
back by my gran. When | ask anybody, they tell me that didn't happen. They're
covering up for my grandparents and I'm trying to uncover the truth. I've been abused
from when | was five years old right up until | was old enough to look after myself. It's
happened all my life, but it's not happening now.
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me from my gran because she was unwell. She couldn’t cope with me because | was
a bit of a rogue. However, | was also telling people what my gran was doing to me so
| don’t know if someone reported her. | told my classmates and the teachers at school.
In school, you got the belt. | used to say to the teachers, “Just bang away because I'm
getting it at home anyway.” | can't find out the truth because nobody will tell me.

Dunclutha Children’s Home, Dunoon

| can’t be sure about how old | was when | went to Dunclutha. | think it was sometime
between 1963 and 1966 though. Dunclutha was just by Kirn in Dunoon. | don’t know
whether it was ran by the council, so I'm not sure who the staff worked for. It was a big
mansion at the front. It had an extension at the side. There were bedrooms on the
ground floor of the main building and also upstairs. There were also bedrooms in the
attic. There was a big building at the back, like a war shelter. That was where we sat
and watched TV and things. The house father, [{Zll} had a room at the back of that
building. There was a piano in the room and football stuff. | don’t know|jiialll's second

name.

SNR was She was probably in her forties, quite wee with blonde
hair. I'm sure there was also a nurse called Nurse il She was there to look after
the boys and the girls. | think she was [N Sl She was quite tall and
thin. She wore glasses and she had curly blonde hair. She was in her late forties, early
fifties. RN vore a blue nurse’s outfit and Nurse [jgilffwore a pink one. My
mind goes blank about any other staff. | think it's because those three were most in
the picture. There were quite a lot of other staff there for cleaning and things like that.
We didn’t have to do any cleaning or chores ourselves.

There were roughly twenty boys and girls at Dunclutha, aged from five to sixteen.
There were two separate parts. [fjiilj was in charge of the boys’ section and
Sl was in charge of the girls’ section. Boys and girls mixed, but [jgilj was in charge
of the boys and EMIlwas in charge of the girls. Everybody met in the rec room.
| met my girlfriend in the rec room and we went everywhere together. After | left, |
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would go over to see her most weekends. One night, when | was about ten or eleven.
| couldn’t get back home because the water was too rough and the ferries were
cancelled. | asked the staff in Dunoon if | could stay the night but they said | couldn’t

so | ended up sleeping rough in a shed in Kirn.

Routine at Dunclutha
First Day

Nobody explained why | was going to Dunclutha. | remember a social worker took me
to Dunclutha. It wasn’t sinking in that | was going there. She was talking away and |
was doing my own thing. | think we got the ferry from Gourock or Greenock to Dunoon.
On the ferry, the social worker told me that | would like Dunclutha because they would
look after me. She said that they would give me things that my grandparents might not
be able to afford, like school uniform. She made it sound really, really good. | don’t
think a lot of people knew what was really going down at Dunclutha.

Dunclutha seemed quite nice at first. The social worker came in with me. Right away,

| was introduced to [iESIand BN i~ A sitting room. | was told their

roles, [fllj was the house father and [SEXIIllthe girls’ housekeeper. The social
worker spoke more to [jllland [ but | don’t know what she was saying,

then she went away.

| was shown my bedroom. They showed me how my bed was made and showed me
the ropes with the hospital corners and all that. | was then taken down to the air raid
shelter place and introduced to everyone else. They said something like, “This is
please take care of him.” | didn’t feel right that day. | didn't feel like | should be
there. | told that | didn’t want to be there. |iZalll said that | had no choice in the

matter.
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got there. We would be in the rec room and [jiiJjwould tell people to go for a bath. |
was quite quick so | always made sure | was first to the bath.

Clothing

They provided our clothing and our uniform for school. We took our uniform off when
we came in from school. | wore a pair of shorts and a t-shirt. | think the social work
department supplied the home with clothes. When you arrived, you were fitted out.
They gave you the biggest stuff when you were only a wee thing, big jackets and things
like that.

School

I went to Kirn Primary school. | didn't always stay for the day. | didn’t enjoy school. |
just couldn’t take anything in. | got into trouble loads of times for missing school. I'd
get the belt fromat home. Sometimes, | got the belt at school as well. It depended
who your teacher was. A lot of the female teachers couldn’t strike you with the belt.
The male teachers used to hide the belt over their shoulder. They'd pull it out. The belt
had two wee legs. They would make sure they would hit you with the hardest part of
the belt. You'd walk around with two big red marks on your hand. Once, | threw
something at the teacher because he was giving me the belt. | thought he was being
too rough. | got expelled. | think it was only for two or three days and then | went back
to the same school. | got a bad mark for that at the home, but | didn't get whacked or
anything.

Leisure time

We got back from school around 3:30 pm. We would get changed out of our school
uniform and go into the rec room to play games or watch TV. We could also watch TV
after dinner until bedtime. There were games like Buckaroo and there was a case of
books. |l would do recreation and sports with us. He arranged football,
basketball, racing and all different things. We did that on Saturday. Sunday was a day

of rest.
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The American Navy was based in Dunoon because the HMS Hood was docked there.
They used to take us out on a Saturday. When you came off the boat, there was a big
leisure centre, ran by the Americans. They would get in touch with and ask for
a number of kids who were able to go. We went there almost every Saturday. We
would see films. We were given candy. They were quite good that way and those were
good times.

Trips and Holidays

| never went on any trips or holidays with the home. | just went out with my gran when
she came to visit. She wasn'’t allowed to leave Dunoon because | was under the care
of Dunclutha. Towards the end of my time at Dunclutha, | was allowed to go and stay
with my gran for the weekend. It started when | was about seven years old. My gran
was meant to meet me from the ferry at the other side, but she never made it. | had to
get the train from Greenock or Gourock into Glasgow city centre and then get a bus to
Blackhill. | would never get the bus to Blackhill because | would already have spent
the half-crown I'd been given. I'd spend the money on fags. | was given tickets for the
train into Glasgow, but I'd walk from the city centre to Blackhill. Being at my gran’s for
weekends was good.

Birthdays and Christmas

At Christmas, we were given a toy and a selection pack. | got Buckaroo. | dismantled
it. | was just one of those children. | demolished everything. We had Christmas dinner
in the dining room with all the usual things. The Americans did well. They used to take
us at Christmas time. They would give us toys and candies. We would watch movies.
Only certain people got picked for that. There were the “goods” and the “bads” in the
home. | always thought | was in with the bads. | must not have been in the bads
because | got picked two or three times. If you did anything wrong, you didn’t get the
good things. If | got the belt four times in the week, | had been a bad boy that week.
I'd get left out of treats like that and all the goody-goodies would get to go. | can't
remember any birthdays being celebrated at Dunclutha.
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the boats going up and down. When | got back, [jiallj would usually come up and ask,
all nicey nicey, “How was your day?” It was all for show.

used to threaten me. Because | kept getting the belt, he said that he’d get in
touch with my gran and tell her not to visit me because I'd been bad. It never happened
because she always came. My paternal grandmother didn’t come to visit me. | never
had any visits from social workers while | was at Dunclutha. We weren't allowed into
the main part of the building so | never saw any official visitors come in from the

outside.
Healthcare

| remember Nurse weII because she used to give us our medicine at night. She
gave us milk of magnesia and black stuff, which was syrup of figs. We were given that
every night before bed in a wee room where they kept all the medication. | never got
ill in Dunclutha. Maybe it was because | got that medicine every night. | don’t
remember going to the dentist at Dunclutha.

Running away

| think | ran away three or four times. There was an old scrapyard in Dunoon. | used
to hide and sleep in there. | got found out because | lifted a torch from the scrapyard.
| was caught by the cops and taken back to Dunclutha. When the police were there,
would say, “Don’t you ever do that again.” After the police left, he would say,
“Right, move. You know what's going to happen.” You either got a cold shower and
sent to your bed without any tea or you were left to sit in a room by yourself, staring at
the four walls. You would be left there for an hour or two hours before being sent to
bed. All the other children would be watching the TV. | had an uncle in Dunoon, but
staying with someone would have made it too handy for the police to catch me.

One week, my gran didn’t turned up for her visit. | was broken-hearted. | started getting
worried. | decided to do a runner. My gran stayed in Blackhill at the time. | was trying
to get to Blackhill to make sure she was okay. | got as far as Gourock or Greenock,
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wherever the boat goes. The police caught me there and took me back to Dunclutha.
My aunt came up the next day and told me not to worry, that my gran had taken unwell.

Abuse at Dunclutha

There were three seats outside s room, which was within the rec room. Every
time | did something wrong, the first thingwould say was, “Take a seat. You
know what's going to happen.” | would sit there in front of all the other children and
they'd take the micky out of me. They would slag me off, saying, “We know what'’s
going to happen. You're going to come out with a sore arse.” | was left to sit there for
ten or fifteen minutes. | think made us wait in those seats because he got a kick
out of it.

Bl \vould then come down and take me into the wee room. It was only ever him in
the room. He would say that he’d make sure I'd never sit again. He'd tell me to pull my
trousers and underwear down. There was a piano in there and would get the
piano stool out and tell me to bend over it. | got about six or seven lashes of the belt
on my backside. He used a school belt. After he was finished, he'd tell me to leave. A
lot of the time, | knew what | was getting it for but he never, ever said. He did turn
round at one point and say, “This will be good for you because it'll teach you a lesson.”
Little did he know that it just made me worse.

| was given the belt in [{g3ll}s room four or five times in my first couple of weeks at
Dunclutha. It continued to happen throughout my time there. | saw other children sitting
on the seats as well, but once they were in that room | don’t know what went on. Girls
were taken into the room as well. | don’t think there was any sexual abuse, but he was
heavy-handed with the belt. You'd hear screams. | don’t know why [fgJijwas involved

in doing that to the girls becausewas in charge of them.
RoN must have known what was happening because of the way [ acted.

The must have discussed things. [jgllf was a bad person. | think he used to get a kick
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out of it because he belted you on your bare backside. You'd walk out holding your
backside because it was sore. Everybody would know what had happened.

If you were fighting with other children and found out, he would say, “Time for
boxing gloves.” He would then make you box in front of all the other children in the rec
room until someone got hurt. was probably in his forties. He wasn't skinny and
he wasn't fat. He had jet-black hair and one of those faces you can never forget. He
always wore a black suit and a white shirt. | kept thinking it was my fault because of
the things that | was doing. The very first time | was beaten, | rebelled. | swore nobody
would ever do it again. That was me at the age of five or six years old. When | went to
Dunclutha, | felt like | wanted to Kill because of what he was doing. The lesson |

learned was to run away.

Reporting of abuse at Dunclutha

After | ran away, the police would take me back to the home. | was too frightened to
tell the police what was happening in Dunclutha. | knew that if | grassed up, I'd
probably get it worse. At that time of my life, | thought it was the usual thing and that it
was meant to happen. They looked after you like your parents and they'd do what your
parents would do. It's all coming out now because | know that they've done wrong. It
was just a nightmare.

My maternal gran used to come and visit me every weekend. One weekend, we were
sitting on the pier and she asked me why | was so quiet. | told her that [jgJl] seemed
to be taking the law into his own hands. | told her that he was giving me the belt. She
asked me if it was on the hands and | told her it was on the bare backside. She wasn’t
too happy about it. She took me back to the home, but wasn'’t around at that
time. | don’t know whether she went to the social work department or where it went
from there. It may have been why | left Dunclutha and went to stay with her, but | don’t

know.

11



41.

42.

43.

Leaving Dunclutha

One weekend, my gran asked if | could go and stay with her. My gran was in her fifties
or early sixties. She told me that she'd spoken to [SEXN 2o Eland they'd let
me go to her for the weekend. The social work department decided | might go and
stay with my gran for good, but it wasn’t going to happen there and then. | was to go
and stay with her at weekends to see how things would work out. | think everything
went okay. Even although | was quite nasty, | think my gran understood the reasons
why. took me into a room and sat me down. He said that he had good news and
that | was going to stay with my Granny- | then went to stay there for good about

three or four months later.

| was excited to go to my gran’s. It was great to go to grandparents who | belonged to
and who didn’t want to whack me about. In a family, you have the good bit and the
bad bit. Mr and Mrs |} my father's parents, were the bad bit. Mr and Mrs |l
my mother’s parents, were the good bit. My dad’s mum had put me into care. | ended
up staying with my mother's parents. My mum’s mum would never hit me. My granda
had an accident and lost the use of his two legs, but he would sit at the window and

throw his voice. They were great times.

Living with grandparents, Blackhill and Tollcross, Glasgow

| didn’t stay with my gran for very long. My wee pal drowned, which is the worst part

of what happened to me. When | left Dunclutha, my gran was staying in Blackhill. The

family were originally from Tollcross and then the family moved back to ||
[l i~ the Tollcross area. | hung about with a wee boy called [l He was

seven and | was twelve. | liked the younger ones because 1 liked being the boss. The

two of us went to Mount Vernon. There were big plastic canisters so we made rafts. |

left him doing what he had to do and | went away and did what | had to do. | told him

to wait on me. As soon as | turned around, | couldn’t see him. The first thing that came

into my mind was that he’d gone and left me. | looked around and | saw his raft in the

water. | didn't twig that he was in there.
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For an hour or two, | wandered around the whole of Mount Vernon. He was only a
young boy and | was looking for him. On my way back down to where my gran stayed,
| went to -s mum and dad’s. | asked whether- was in and they said, “No, he
was with you.” That made me feel worse. | went to my mum’s in Polmadie for a wee
while. It was the first time that | had seen my mum in my life. | came away with some
story. | didn’t tell her about the wee boy. I told her that my gran had said that | could
stay with her and my mum said, “Right, that's okay.” The next minute, the police were
at the door. My mum said, ‘{giiiiili} the police are at the door looking for you. What
have you done?” | said, “Nothing.” The police said they needed to talk to her.

That's when it all started. They had divers going into the pond and they found -s
body. | was staying with my gran and [JJjlf's family were nearby. It was starting to get
difficult. They were calling me a murderer because | had been interrogated by the
police. The police said that | had pushed |Jjjin and they were blaming me for murder.
| was interrogated for two days, but | tried to tell the police the story.

| went back home to stay at my gran’s and everything quietened down, but I still felt
the blame. Every time | saw -s family, | didn’t want to talk to them or anything. His
mum and dad said it was my fault because | was older and he was in my care. Being
called a murderer, it just broke me. I'm still dealing with what happened now. | keep
saying to myself that I'm still here. I'll never know what happened to him. | feel it
because | showed him what to do. | think about that boy all the time. | don’t think Ill

ever be able to erase those memories.

Around that time, | used to hurry home to watch Joe 90 and my favourite programmes.
| saw my gran’s purse, sitting on the unit. | went up and opened it to take out some
money. | got caught before | took it. | got a slap right across the head from my gran. |
turned around and said out of spite, “I'd rather be in a home.” My gran said, “If that's
what you want, you'll get.” Then the social workers came along and | was sent to the
next home. The social workers came three or four times to speak to my gran. They
told me about the home. They said it was an all-boys’ home. | was looking for girls.
They told me everybody was treated the same way there and we would be taken on
holidays. It all happened really quickly.
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Gryffe Castle Children’s Home, Bridge of Weir

Gryffe was an old castle. It didn’t look big from the outside, but you couldn’'t see what
was behind it. There was a big orchard at the back. | think that what used to be the
stables had been made into a rec room. At the back of that, there was a table tennis
room and games. There were two or three smaller bedrooms on the ground floor of
the main house. There were three doors to the main building. We were only allowed
to use the back door. The only time we got to go out of the front door was when we
had visitors. There were about 26, 27 boys there, ranging from age ten to about fifteen.

Gryffe wasn’t the best of places. It was a bit better than Dunclutha, but the staff weren't
any better. I'm not sure who was running it, but | think the social work department in
Johnstone had a lot to do with it. A man and his wife were XM The police told
me that their surname was [t M dealt with the boys. His wife never got

involved in discipline.

There were two ladies who took care of the laundry and gave us our medicine at night,
called Nurse Smith and Nurse McGarrigle. The other staff were Mr Mr
and Mr SUEHIl There was another one called Angus, but | don't know
whether that was his first name or his second name. The boys were quite nasty and

they had names for the staff. Mr [UCHEE was called ‘(ASNIIIGE 2r¢ v
R 25 called ‘SUMIIE - The male staff looked after us. They worked

shifts, so there were usually two staff on at a time. Mr jgidliwas usually on duty at

night. He lived in Houston. Mr [y lived in Kilmacolm. Mr (il stayed in
the town. |
Routine at Gryffe

First Day

| was brought to Gryffe by a social worker and then taken into Gryffe by a staff member.
| can’'t remember the name of the staff member that took me into Gryffe. | get a bit
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mixed up about the names, but the police told me the couple SN were Mr and
Mrs [imial | Was taken into the front of the house. The main bit of the house was
theirs. There was a front door and a part for visitors. | got taken in and the staff member
sat and spoke about the dos and don’ts. He was telling me that I'd go to Linwood High
School and that Gryffe would supply me with the stuff. He said that they didn’t supply
us with pocket money. After that, | was left in Gryffe's care by the social worker. | was
shown to my room, which was called Ben Neuvis.

Mormnings and Bedtime

The bedrooms were all named after mountains. | was in Ben Nevis and there was
Mount Everest. Ben Nevis had about ten beds in it and Mount Everest had five beds
in it. There were six beds in another room and three or four beds in another room. In
Ben Nevis, the boys ranged from aged ten to aged fourteen. Everybody went to bed
at the same time. They put us to bed at around 8:00 pm or 8:30 pm. | never wet the
bed, but a few boys did. | could tell because they had a big ring on their sheets in the
morning. They would then end up with a rubber mat on their bed.

There used to be a house father in each room. He would make sure the room was
clean and the boys were spotless and ready for the day. | was appointed to that role
in my third year. | was quite pleased about that. I've always liked to be in charge. I've
been the manager of a security firm and | like to be on top. | thought | was doing really
well when | was made house father. The staff had their good points and their bad
points.

Mealtimes/food

There was a dining room with four or five tables in it. There were four people at each
table. There was a top table for six or seven people. That was where all the do-gooders
sat. | never got there. The food was okay. It got to the stage where you just ate what
they gave you or you'd starve. | think | had enough to eat. Because | was in care, | got
free meals at school. The meals at school were better than the meals in the home, so
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| didn’t worry about getting enough to eat in the home. If you went for second sitting at
school, you got a lot more plus you got extras.

Because | ended up as leader of the room, | ended up being the leader of the table
that | sat at. The boys from my room would sit at my table. | had to make sure that they
ate right and that they were okay.

Washing and bathing

There was a washroom with baths in it. There were two or three baths and two or three
wash hand basins. We washed our hands before meals. The staff told us when to
have a bath, but you could have one whenever you wanted. You were given privacy
when you had a bath. If they knew that you were dodging a bath, they'd have
something to say about it. They'd look behind your ears and make sure you'd cleaned
behind your ears. One boy would get a bath one night and another the next night. Mr

RO v ould say, “Right, you, you and you, bath time.”
Clothing

My gran used to get a cheque for clothing. She would go to get clothes, like a black
coat and a pair of black training shoes and things like that. She would take them to the
social work department in Johnstone, so | think they were running the home. At school,
we wore a blazer and long trousers. In the home, we wore shorts and a t-shirt. They
didn’t believe in long trousers. When we went on holiday, we were fitted out for new
clothes. They were long army-type shorts. The first two years | was given those shorts,
but others wore khaki shorts. | ended up being a leader, so in my third year | was given
the khaki shorts too, which were nicer.

We wore shorts and t-shirts all year round, but it was what we were used to. When |
ran away with a friend, we were given a pair of tartan trousers. We thought they were
brilliant. When we got back to the home, they gave us shorts again. | told them | wanted
the tartan trousers, but | had to wear the shorts. We had to wear whatever they wanted

16






62.

63.

64.

65.

Leisure time

After school, we would go in the back door of the building, go up to our rooms and take
our kit off. We would change into our play clothes and go into the rec room. After
dinner, we got to go to the rec room again until we went to bed. We could play table
tennis in the rec room. If you didn’t want to play table tennis, there were other games
or you could watch TV. There were benches to sit on, like the ones used for PE at

school.

We weren'’t allowed to leave the main gates, unless we were going to school. | don't
know how the staff could see, because the gates were miles away from the main
house. Gryffe Castle was in amongst a forest. We used to buy ten fags and hide them
in the forest. We would smoke in the forest.

Trips and Holidays

There were no day trips at Gryffe, but we went on holidays. We went to Garlieston in
Galloway. We were away for about a week. It was a seaside resort. All the children in
the home went on the holiday. We stayed in a kind of hostel. The man SRS of
Gryffe came with us, along with his wife and a couple of the other staff. They would
take us into the town and keep an eye on us. Mrmade sure we didn’t get up
to anything. We used to go dancing, which was good. We would go down to the
seaside. There were nice beaches. It wasn'’t very exciting, but it was an opportunity
for a break away from the home. The staff's bad points never happened when we were
on holiday.

Birthdays and Christmas
At Christmas time, we were given a toy and a selection box. We would go into the
main living room and they would give us our Christmas presents. We went down to

the rec room to open them, but there wasn't much of a Christmas dinner or a
celebration. Birthdays weren’t celebrated.
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a school dentist on one occasion whilst | was there. | had a tooth taken out. | had eaten
too many sweeties. | was always scared of the dentist and needles. | had a tooth taken
out when | was staying with my gran. | was given gas and | felt so ill afterwards. It put
me off going to the dentist.

Running away

When | went back after the holiday, the fun and games started. | started running away.
| didn't like school and I didn’t like the home. | had nobody to go to. | couldn’t go to my
family because they would just turn me in. | ended up running away with a boy from
the home. He ran away because he was being mentally abused by the boys in the
home. He asked me to come with him. The boy had a problem with doing the toilet.
He kept wetting himself all the time.

The boy wet himself about three or four times after we ran away. | didn't realise how
difficult it would be. We were sleeping in a bin shed and it was quite small. He was
wetting his trousers and he was stinking the place out. | had gotten to know a guy
called | \vho was a gypsy. When we ran away, we went to see him. |
asked him to give my friend a set of clothes. | told him that he'd just done the toilet and
that he couldn’t help it, he had a health problem. After we got the change of clothing,
the boy wet himself again. | ended up saying to him that we were maybe as well just
giving ourselves in.

We had left the home on Friday and by that time, it was Sunday. We stole two bikes
and we were caught by the police. The police said, “You boys look like homers. Which
home are you in?” | don’t know how they could tell. Quarrier's was nearby as well as
Gryffe. We said we weren’t from Quarrier’s and they realised we must be from Gryffe.
The police took us back to the home. They man [ of Gryffe, Mr I said,
“No problem, no problem. We'll deal with it.” He didn’t half deal with it. We were belted
for running away. After we were belted, we were sent to our rooms with no TV or
anything.
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Discipline

Mr ERRlwas quite easy-going. He'd let you do most things. Mr [REIhad 2l

Bl so e I I you ran, that's what happened. He'd fling it at you

because he couldn’t run. He'd do that if you wound him up. Mr S} the man
Sl of the home would belt us and send us to our room without anything to eat.

Abuse at Gryffe
Physical abuse
If you did anything wrong, you got the belt. It was always from the man XS Mr

Kl 'f you spoke to anybody else who went to Gryffe, | think they would say the
exact same thing. | ran away with another boy. We were taken back to the home by
the police. The man JJJij of Gryffe told the police that he’d deal with it. He took
us down to a room. He told us to get over a table and get our trousers down. He then
gave us the belt. He hit us four or five times each. It was always on the backside. |
don’t understand why. | always used to think it must turn on the staff who did it. At
school, they would always belt us on our hands. When you were in the homes, where
nobody could see you, it was your bare bum.

If you did anything wrong, Mr couldn't catch you. We used to call him
‘S because of his |l Ve would wind him up and he never liked it.
We'd just be messing about, calling him (I and we’d know when to run. We lived
with him for so long, we could always tell by the expression on his face. We always
used to run. He would throw his |||l 2t vs. He must have got used to us
because he never missed. Sometimes, | would be injured by that. It depended where
it hit me.
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85. | worked in London. | made dummies for shops out of fibreglass. | just applied for the
job myself. | enjoyed it, but | didn't last long. | also worked in a cushion factory. A big
blower would blow the filling in. A woman would sew it up and then | would bag it. | got
fed up doing the bagging. | was putting them all in the wrong way. The man that ran
the place liked me. He said he'd get me on the blower. Every time | did it, it went
everywhere. The guy before me had no trouble with it, but it was quite a powerful
machine. | did something in that job that | shouldn’t have and | was sacked. Every job

| was in was short-lived. My dad would tell me not to come back unless | had a job.

86. | lasted about a year at my dad’s. It was a very tough year. My dad was a hard man.
He was strict, like my grandpa. It was the [[Jllside of the family. My dad said he
couldn’t look after me anymore because | was too difficult for him. My dad found out
that | had been stealing. He told the social work that he couldn’t handle me. A social
worker came to London and took me back up to Glasgow on the train.

87. | was put into Ardoch Hostel in Ibrox. | still hadn't turned ﬁfteen.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

88. | was at the hostel for just over a year.

That was then me, down and out, sleeping rough on the

streets. | was then living on the streets from the age of about nineteen until my late

twenties.

89. | was sleeping rough in the Gorbals. At that time, the Talbot Centre was in the Gorbals.
| used that quite a lot. It didn’t have any beds. It was like a big hall and we would lie
on the floor on bits of newspaper, but at least it was warm and you got a couple of
sandwiches and soup. The problem was you had to be out by 7:00 am so they could
clean it. We used to go down to Anderston Street Bus Station and get cleaned up. We
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101.

102.

103.

to talk to people because it's driving me nuts. I'm talking to a psychologist to see if |
can get help. I've just been to see a psychologist at the Anchor Centre. | was referred
there by Future Pathways. | told the psychologist that | sometimes can’t be bothered.
She said that she wanted me to come to the Anchor Centre so not to say that | couldn’t
be bothered going to see her. I've only seen her once, but we talked about my

behaviour and suicidal thoughts.

My marriage has not been straightforward. Because of the way that | was when | was
younger, | wanted that kind of lifestyle. I've lived with gypsies. My father-in-law used
to call me, "Gypsy” I've had that kind of life. | always thought that if | got married,
I'd get tied down. Things have settled down in the last ten years. Things still go on. If
| wasn't physically unwell and on the oxygen, | don't think I'd still be married. | have
suicidal thoughts. The hospital has told me to stop smoking. The doctor has told me
to stop smoking. I'm smoking to kill myself. Everything has just built up. The past and
the future.

Reporting of abuse

If | had known that | could have those people prosecuted earlier then | would have
done it. Nobody told me how to go about doing it. It was only when | saw all the homes
coming up as part of the Inquiry that | realised | could come forward. Dunclutha
appeared on the list of homes. | spoke to the Inquiry first and then the police got in
touch with me.

A police officer from Dunoon came to see me in my house recently. He took a
statement from me. He said it would be put in a file. He told me that it was likely nothing
would come of it because the perpetrators are all deceased. The police said that they
had traced a guy that might beand he had died in 1981 or 1991. | want to tell
my story and I'm quite happy for people to know where I've been in life. There’s not a

lot that can be done because the people are all dead.
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much. It was frightening because the school would then get in touch with the home.
What would happen after that?

111. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.

PIF

ST C] . . . v s e v g i o gy

Dated. .. Q Eo A
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