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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PYW

Support person present: Yes, ||| GzG
My name is From birth my surname was [SAMI | started

using my wife’s surname of [SSMJJ when | got married. My date of birth is [}
I 1963 My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| don’t remember anything about my life before | was in care. | have been told by the
social work department that | was brought up in Bellshill, just outside Glasgow. My
mum was called || lil} 2nd she was an alcoholic and a prostitute. She is
dead now. | don’t even know my dad’s name. | was introduced to a man when | was
twelve and | was told he was my dad. | ran away from him and have had nothing to
do with him since. | have one brother, || | | |  EEEEEEE o is 2 years younger

than me, and a sister_ who is six years younger than me. When |
it
was in Dunclutha a boy called [JJJJlilf was brought to the home and | was told he

was my brother. Social workers also told me that my mum had fostered or adopted

another girl called _ | have been told | was put in care when | was
three or four.

Dunclutha children’s home

The only place | know | was in care was Dunclutha Children’s Home in Dunoon.
Dunclutha had a long driveway, and there was one main building. Attached to the

main building was a long extension and then another long part which we called the
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back hut. The main building had a big door and inside a hall. It was run by Glasgow
Corporation. There were over sixty children, both boys and girls living there.
Downstairs were two girls’ dorms and upstairs three boys' dorms. In my dorm, which
was called the McDonald dorm, there were about ten beds. The boys in the dorms
were all different ages and we were not put in dorms according to age. The dining
rooms were downstairs.

There was a smaller pink building which was just a short distance away from the
main house. It was a long building. That was where the younger children lived up
until the age of five. At five they left nursery to go to primary school and they would

then move up to the big house.

Staff

RN WER of Dunclutha. She lived in the middle of the big

house. The other staff were called nurses although they weren’t actual nurses. There
was and her sister = Their mum worked in the

tchen. There was aiso Vs ) RN, G - 3

When | was around eleven or twelve years old [S& left and Mr
and his wife took over. They moved into the big house. previously

worked at Larchgrove Children’'s Home before Dunclutha. The staff didn't wear any

type of uniform. There were always staff on duty. There was a staff room where |
assume they slept at night.

Other children

| remember the names of some of the other children who were in Dunclutha at the

same tr aa me. Trey oro [N I N - [
B o vas known as [ =~ R L =<

They were there as a family. One of the -sister's fell pregnant at the age of

fourteen and they left.
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the staff what we had done and we would get punished when we got home. We got a

beating.
Pocket money

We got pocket money on a Saturday morning. It depended on how old you were as
to how much you got. We would all sit in the back hut and would shout

our name and throw the money on the floor. We had to pick it up off the floor.
Visits / Inspections/ Review of Detention

| was never visited by my mum when | was at Dunclutha. | was told years later that
my mum had come to visit me but was drunk and the police had to come and take

her away.

My social worker, Rosemary who worked for Glasgow Corporation, came every few
months to visit me. | also saw her when | ran away. | can remember she came in a
Mini Clubman car. When she came she took me out for the day into town. | don’t

remember seeing any other social worker.
Healthcare

Every Sunday the nurses would take us to a room where they would brush our hair
with a bone comb looking for nits. We didn’t get any other healthcare in Dunclutha
that | remember. | was once taken to Dunoon General Hospital because they thought
| had burst my ear drum. That was after being hit with a hairbrush. | was over eleven
years old. The staff took me in the minibus. | told the medical staff | had been hit with
a brush but nobody believed me. They knew | was a ‘homer’ and they probably knew
the nursing staff as well. We were all generalised that if we were ‘homers’ we were
naughty. They assumed that we were either glue sniffers or we burgled houses.
Some of us were there because we needed cared for.
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time | was in the big house. -was only a baby when she came in. When the

came to Dunclutha my brother [JJij 9ot very friendly with their son [}
I cded up sharing a room with him up in the attic. It was almost like the

IR Fostered I

Bed Wetting

| sometimes wet the bed and others did too. | remember | had a copper coloured
rubber mat on my bed under my sheets. When the nurses came in in the morning
they would check our beds. If the sheet was wet they would hit us with the brush. |
once had my face rubbed in my sheet. | saw this happening to other boys too. We
had to take our sheets to the laundry where someone washed them. A woman
worked in there.

Chores

We never really got any chores to do. There were cleaners there who did all that sort
of stuff. | don’t remember ever having to brush or polish anywhere. We weren't even

allowed into the kitchen.

Abuse at Dunclutha

In the morning when we got up the staff made us sit in a line on the floor beside the
cupboards. We then had to lift our feet off the floor and hold them there. If our feet
dropped and touched the floor the nurse would hit us. All the nurses carried a plastic
hair brush. It had big plastic bristles. It was as if it was part of their uniform. They
would hit our feet with the brush. It was a game to them. This happened as long as |
can remember being at Dunclutha. All the staff would do this. | have no idea why
they did this.

FFX wasn't called a nurse. We called him Mr FRJJ ! think all the
other staff were frightened of him. He was the one who used to give us the belt. He

8




32.

33.

34.

35.

WIT.001.002.0777

would take you into his room, get you to take your trousers and pants down and
make you bend over the piano stool. He would then hit you on the bare backside
with a leather belt. The belt had a split in the end like a tawse. | can't really
remember how many times he would hit me but he would do it until | cried. Certain
members of staff would send you to see (SRl if you were sent there you
knew you would be going for the belt on your backside. | would have preferred the
brush rather than the belt.

RCN was very physical. When you were taken in her office she would punch
you properly in the face or wherever she chose. When you ran away and were
returned to the home you would either be beaten by Mr or
did not hold back and you knew if you went there you would probably
be kept off school the next day because you were going to have marks or bruises.

FGG would punch, kick and properly beat you up. It was like two men fighting
but the only difference was | didn't fight back. There was one time | was caught
stealing fruit from the fruit market, and | hid it in a shed. | started sharing it out. One
dinner time | was sitting at the dinner table and all of a sudden a hand grabbed me
and dragged me along the corridor. On the way | was getting punched by
Sl He then took me into his office and he gave me a beating with his hands
and feet.

Mrs [Jll never hit me but she never tried to stop I When he was
beating me up. Any mother seeing what he was doing to me would have tried to stop

it. The [FESmellhad their own two children [l and N

One of the nurses would sit at the end of our dining table and make sure we ate all
our food. If you said you didn't want something or left food on your plate you would
get hit over your head with a brush until you ate it. | remember once being made to
eat a full plate of green beans. That wasand he pulled my head hair
back. | didn't have a choice | had to finish what was on my plate. | saw [JJJij once
getting pulled along by the hair by one of the nurses.
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| saw other children being made to eat food they didn’t want. | saw them getting hit
with the brush too. When the nurses hit you with the brush on your head, your head
would be marked or bruised. If it was bruised, they would keep you off school. |
regularly saw other children getting hit. That was just the way it was and that is what
| thought was normal.

Some of the nurses would come into the dorm when we were in our beds at night.
They would tell us that the first person to get in bed and be asleep would get a kiss. |
used to shut my eyes to get a kiss. | liked this because | actually felt like | was
getting some attention. It turned out it was more than a kiss. They would put their

hands under the blankets and fondle me. _-
S =B o' 2!l kiss me on the neck and give me love bites and

fondle me under the covers.

RCO and RSN v< sisters and they lived with their mum who
worked in the kitchen. The sisters were probably in their late twenties to early thirties.
They would come and see me at the dinner table and tell me after dinner to go to a
place called the Valley Hill which was near the house. They did this separately. |
went to meet whichever one arranged it and they were naked from the waist down.
They took my trousers down and | lay on top of them. | don't think | had intercourse
with them. | think | would have done this from the age of eleven or twelve. They took
the lead and told me what to do. Afterwards they would give me sweets and
cigarettes and told me not to tell anyone. It was a regular occurrence and it went on
all the time | was at Dunclutha, or as far back as | can remember. Both sisters were
never there at the same time but | am sure they both would have known what the

other was doing with me.

They sometimes also planned for me to go to their house which was an old Victorian
house. It had a conservatory. It was always just one sister there each time. Their
mum was never there. The same thing happened there that happened at Valley Hill.

Mrs [§RM didn’t do anything to me sexually but she was a strict disciplinarian and
regularly hit me. was alright with you one minute, and then the next
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minute he would really beat you up. When we were all in bed in the dorm he would
play the mouth organ and | enjoyed that. The next day he would be hitting me again.

There was no member of staff who was particularly nice to me or who ever showed
me any real love and attention. There was a woman Pat who worked in Dunclutha as
a nurse. She was nice. Her husband Terry was a racing driver. They lived opposite
where the American houses were. If Pat liked you she would arrange for Terry to
take you racing in a rally car. Everyone loved Pat and Terry. | got quite friendly with
them when | was about fourteen. | don’t think Pat ever hit me. She must have been
aware what was going on but | don't suppose she could do anything about it. There

was never any hugs, cuddling or kisses from Pat but she was decent.

Reporting of abuse at Dunclutha

| told Rosemary, my social worker, for years and years about what was going on in

Dunclutha. | don’t think she believed me and nothing ever changed.

One of the times thatcame into the dorm she sucked my neck hard
and left me with a mark that looked like a love bite. The next morning either
FGG or his wife saw the mark on my neck. | didn't even know what a love bite
was, | thought it was just somebody tickling my neck. ik took me into his
office and asked me about it. | refused to tell him because it was a secret. He kept
me off school and contacted the police. A policeman came and | wasn’t going to tell
him either but he put a hand-cuff on me. He told me that if | didn’t tell him | would be
taken to the jail. | didn't want to tell them because | was getting attention, and if | told
them it might stop. | would have been eleven or twelve at this time. | told them it was
_ | have no idea what happened after that but (sl and (e
were still there for years afterwards. | don't think the police took me
seriously and must have thought | was lying.

| used to tell my teachers at Dunoon Grammar school about getting hit by the staff. |

told Mr and Mrs Kundu. He was a maths teacher and she was a music teacher. | told
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Mr Thane the head teacher. They would then contact Dunclutha and tell them what |
had said. When | got home after school | would get a slap for speaking out at school.
The next day a member of staff would take me to school and | would be told to tell
the teachers that | was lying and had made it up. | am sure it was [gE€ that

took me back to school.

When we ran away we usually handed ourselves in to the police. We went to either
Barlanark or Glasgow Central police offices. We begged them not to send us back to
Dunclutha and told them why. We told them what would happen if we got sent back.
We even tried to stay at Longriggend List D School. It was supposed to be worse

than Dunclutha but it definitely wasn't.

Leaving Dunclutha

You were never given any warning when you were leaving Dunclutha. They didn’t tell
you in case you ran away. Quite often when | came from school | saw the social
worker’'s black Austin Princess or Austin Maxi sitting there and always wondered
who they were taking away that day.

I remember coming home one day and the Glasgow Corporation car was parked
there. | knew that someone was leaving that day but | didn't suspect it was me. |
walked in the front hall and Mr [EEJj told me | was going to Glasgow. | had no part
in this process. No-one had asked me or discussed with me the possibility of getting
moved. | didn't argue or cause a scene. My case had been packed and was ready
for me. | still remember seeing that blue suitcase sitting in the hall when | went in. |
didn’'t know where | was going but | wasn't frightened. | got in the car and the social

workers drove me to a hostel called Inchbank Hostel in Scottstoun.
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Life after Dunclutha

48 Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Aﬁer six months, when | left school, | was moved again to a woman'’s

house near_in Glasgow. It was one big room that was divided into four

by a wooden panel. It was like ‘digs’ in her house. This lady made our breakfast and

tea for us. | can't remember her name.

49.  After | left Dunclutha | never saw a social worker again. | have no idea who was

paying for me being in the hostel or in the digs, Secondary Institutions - to be published lat

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

50. No-one ever sat down with me in Dunclutha or in the hostel and gave me any advice
on how to look after myself, and pay bills or anything like that. All our clothes were
washed for us too. | started drinking when | was in the hostel and not long after that |

started taking drugs.

51. | met my mother when | was sixteen or seventeen. | hoped that by then she would
have re-married and have a new house and life would be lovely. That wasn't the
case. | tracked her down to a house in || ] llli» Glasgow. | went to the house
and it was all bed sits in that area. A man let me into the house and | think he
thought 1 was a punter looking to use my mum who | later learned was still a
prostitute. The place was horrible. | went to her room and my mum was lying in bed
drinking a can of Carlsberg Special Brew. | asked her if she had a son called
and other children called || ]}l I =<l She said she did and
| told her | was She just started crying. | left her and went to the pub with
one of her friends. Not long after | met my mum she died. | went to her funeral but |

shed no tears. | had no feelings for her.
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Impact

| realise now that what the female members of staff did to me sexually was wrong. |
didn’t really want it to stop at the time because | felt | was getting attention. | was
also getting sweets and cigarettes and | felt wanted. They told me it was a secret

and | wasn't to tell anyone. | didn’t even tell any of my friends.

When | got married | took my wife up to Dunclutha. | would have been in my forties.
We arranged a visit to Dunclutha. We went up and Mrs [S&8l was there. We were
taken in and went to the dorms. We saw the cupboards and | showed my wife where
we used to sit and hold our feet off the ground. My wife asked Mrs how could
pecple do things like that to children. Mrs replied that she knew and that all it
takes was for someone of [REMIs intelligence to open a can of worms. After we
left the home | was so upset by what she said that | bought a bottle of whisky and
drank it all. | ended up in hospital.

A few years ago | had it in my mind to go back to Dunclutha and find Mrand
see if he was still the big hard man. | phoned up the home and made stupid threats
just to get someone to listen to me. | threatened to burn the home down. | felt that if |
burnt the home down it would have taken everything away from me. | kept phoning
and trying to find out where [ESIli] was. ! just wanted to get back and hurt the
people who hurt me. | went through a period when | was very angry.

| still have flashbacks about my time in Dunclutha. The flashbacks really started a
few years ago, probably from when | was about forty and when | was contacting the
home. | have been having them more since | have been in touch with this Inquiry. |
suffer from anxiety and | really don't like going outside my own house. | feel safe in
there.

| am partially deaf in my left ear but | am not sure if it was because of the time | got

hit with the brush on my ear and perforated my ear-drum. Ever since | got hit | have

had problems with my ear.
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to her and she has helped me do what | wanted to do and that was to report what

happened to me to the police.

| have just recently had a few sessions with a memory specialist because | am losing
my short term memory. | can remember things from years ago but can’t remember
things like where | parked my car. | went to my doctor and was referred to the
memory specialist. She has mentioned post-traumatic stress disorder. | thought that
was for people who had been in the army and things like that but she told me it could

relate to things that happened in my childhood.

Reporting of Abuse

Some people who | am very friendly with were in Turkey a few years ago. When they
came back they told me they had met someone | knew, ||| | | N QN EEE They said
that he had been in touch with the police and through them he asked for me to
contact the police and report what happened to me in Dunclutha. He told my friends
that he had told the police.

Last year | contacted Dunoon police to report it and they told me | had to report it to
Newport Police. | went in to Newport police station and they told me | had to contact
Dunoon police. | did eventually make a statement to a policewoman called Suzanne
from a specialist unit dealing with historic sexual abuse, attached to the CID in

Newport. She told me that she would pass my statement on to Police Scotland.

Records
| am not aware if any records were held at Dunclutha or if any of the staff were

updating them. | certainly never saw any records. Similarly | don’t know if any
records were kept of the times when | got the belt from Mr RSN
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When | was in prison a psychologist Anne Gomersall tried to get my records for me. |
was getting asked lots of questions that | didn't know the answer to. It didn't go

anywhere and | never got my records. | don’t want to see my records now.

Lessons to be learned

| want someone to listen to me and to believe what | am saying. In the early days no-
one ever believed me. | want the people responsible to stand up and admit what they
have done, apologise and be punished. | also don’t want it to happen again to any
other children | would love to punish someone physically myself but | am too
sensible now to do that.

Other information

| have no objection to my withess statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PYW
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