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I understood. I was told that I was going to a nice
place by the sea and it was dressed up as an adventure.
I can understand why they would do that, but I was still
terrified.

'I was 12 years old when I was taken to a children's
home with my sister. We didn't take anything with us
because we lost everything when we were taken from our
home. We had nothing to take to the new place, except
the clothes we were standing in.'

The home the applicant refers to, my Lady, is
Dunclutha Children's Home in Dunoon. Records show that
the applicant was admitted in early _ 1976, when
she would have been 12, coming up for 13, which indeed

accords with her own memory.

LADY SMITH: Yes, she thought she was about 12, we see that.

MS MACLECD: Yes:

'I remember going over the water on the ferry. It
would have been my social worker, Don Evans, or
an emergency social worker who took me and my sister.

'"The home had a driveway and a walking path that led
up to it. It was a huge, impressive building that was
set back and looked over the Clyde.

'I remember it being noisy when I went into the
home. A couple called were when
I first went in. They were delightful when we went in
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about nine girls in my dormitory, including myself. My
sister was in the same dormitory as me.
'I think the only staff that lived on the premises

were |RElCESIHE]

;, the children, and possibly a man
called [Fod who was care staff. The rest of the staff
were day staff.

'I remember going into the cupboard, which was along
the wall in the dormitory, to get school clothes in the
morning. I must have had school uniform. Then we had
breakfast and went to school.

'T think I read a lot when I wasn't at school.

I would sit at the front of the home with the other
girls. We would maybe share a cigarette. Sometimes we
would go to the local sweetie shop. I would have pocket
money that I got from my aunt. I don't remember getting
any pocket money from Dunclutha.

'We had good times as well, when we would jump about
on the beds and singing Elvis songs. You tried to hold
on to the happy memories. Those girls [who were in
there with me] were going through hell too.

'We weren't allowed to have any money. I remember
getting some from my aunt and hiding it down part of the
bunk bed. It went all the way to the bottom and I lost
a8

'We had to go to church every Sunday.
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stamps in it so that I could write to my aunt. My socks
would be down to my ankles because the elastic had
burst. It was awful. The driver had a false hand and
was very kind.

'I got one visit from my aunt and cousins at the
home. I remember the visit taking place in the
dormitory. I don't remember any privacy.

'Every time we went into care, we got sent to
a doctor who was assigned to the home. The doctor would
check you for lice, nits and scabies. It was to see if
you were clean, so it wasn't really a health check.

'I didn't have a problem with bed-wetting at
Dunclutha but other kids did. I remember their beds
being stripped in front of all the other children.

I think they had to strip the beds themselves.

'I felt trapped and angry. I dealt with it by
trying to make the person who was being humiliated
laugh.

'There was one guy calledwho was a carer in
the home. He was a handyman in the home before he
became a carer. I think he was an ex-army guy. He
acted like [the] typical ex-army guy and was quite
brash. I think he had a dachshund dog and he would wear
these leather gloves with the fingers cut off. He was
a creepy man. He was guite small and had slick black
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hair. I thought he was in his 40s but maybe he wasn't.

' liked to hit people with a dog chain. I got
hit regularly with it. I saw him hit other people too.
He hit my wee sister with the dog chain once because he
caught her eating her Easter egg lying in her bed. [
whacked and whacked her with the dog chain over the
blanket that she had on her. She was only 6 or 7 years
old at the time.

'I think the boys got it worse. They were taken
down to the playroom which was used as a gym or boxing
room. would take the boys down there and make them
fight each other to make a man of them or to sort their
issues out. It must have been talked about for me to
know about it. I remember being in there one time and
the gym mats being down.

'I have a photograph of .

'"There were three incidents of sexual abuse that
happened at Dunclutha.

'One was when I was lying in bed because I had the
flu or something and I had asthma. I was in the top
bunk and the shower lady came over. She asked if I was
okay and was showing me some kindness and rubbing my
tummy. Then she sexually assaulted me. It stopped
because another member of staff came in.

'TI think the shower lady was a residential social
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worker. I don't remember her name and I think that's
because I've deliberately blocked it out or because
there was too much trauma happening too quickly.

'There was , who sometimes worked as a gardener
and handyman in the home.

'"There was the _ man called g8, I'm not

sure if it was the same one who was [the] handyman in
the home. ran the _ in Dunoon with his
wife, which was a stone's throw away from the home.

I was sexually assaulted there.

'I remember being taken down to the ||| N oY
older girls at the home and through a door at the back
that had plastic strips hanging down. The girls said
I would get sweets. I went in and I was made to sit on
his knee. I got sweets afterwards.

'One of the older girls was a bully. She and other
older girls orchestrated the _ thing. I know
that the same thing happened to them too at the -
-. I witnessed them sitting on s knee and his
hand going up their skirts. He gave them sweets too.

'I went to the _ once and never went
back. I would hide in the bushes in the grounds
whenever the older girls would go, so that I wouldn't be
made to go.

'Some of the older girls would get taken down to the

16
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submarines. I would hide under the bed or the bushes so
I didn't have to go. I don't know who took them. They
would come back with sweets, so I thought the same thing
was happening that was happening at the _ It
was the same girls that would go.

'T felt trapped and angry being in the home. I was
so traumatised and terrified that I can't remember
things. I have memories, but they are dislocated and
I don't know where they fit in.

'One girl later told me that she was so glad I was
in the home because I protected them, but I've no idea
what I had done.

'TI didn't tell anybody what was happening in
Dunclutha. There was nobody to tell.

'I've done a bit of digging and there were
accusations that were made in the 1970s and 1980s about

Dunclutha.

when the accusations were made, it was _

Mrs _‘s name, so nothing really changed at all.
'I was in Dunclutha for about six months.'
My Lady, the Inquiry so far have been unable to

locate a specific date of discharge for this applicant.

LADY SMITH: ©h, right.

MS MACLECD: But there is an indication in the records that
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'I was in Dunclutha from 1965 until 1969, from the
age of 6 to the age of 9. It was very upsetting when
I got to Dunclutha. I was in many places for a young
child, from pillar to post, over a ... short period of
time. I was in three different places within a decade.
To do that to a child is bewildering, outwith the abuse
and the torture which I had to endure further down the
line. They allowed "foreign forces" to take me away and
abuse me physically and sexually. It was all wrong.

' was of Dunclutha. She was
a lovely lady. She was maybe 55 to 60 years old at the
time. Misshad an enforcer called [l vho was
a brute. His role was general maintenance and keeping
discipline. I think he was also in charge of the
laundry. There were other staff, but they were just
people who lived round about. The cook came from up the
road. Some of the staff there were there for a few
months and then they were away. There were volunteers
who came from VSO but I'm not sure what that was. The
staff weren't social workers. They weren't trained.
There was a nursery at Dunclutha. They took children
from the age of 5 up until about 16.'

Describing children up to the age of 16 as being at

nursery 1is something of a misnomer.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

&Y
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MR MACAULAY: 'I think there were about 20 children there,

maybe more. Life was blissful in the early stages [of]
my being there.

'After I was abused at Christmas time in 1967 or
1968, I wasn't a good eater. My whole life was
shattered. Physically and mentally, it was devastating.

'There was a lady called Chrissie who was employed
to work in the wash house. She washed all the clothes
and the bedding. She was my only friend at that time.
She was a very kind woman.

'We had a play area which was in something like
an air raid shelter. It was the main hall where the
children played in bad weather. In good weather, there
was a green to the side of the children's home.

'We got a penny pocket money. We had to spend all
the money in ‘s tuckshop, so he profiteered quite
nicely. The tuckshop was at the back end of the play
area.

'Mr and Mrs Walker lived in Strachur, Argyll.

Mr Walker was a major in the British Army in India. He
and his wife were very nice people. They used to come

and visit me at Dunclutha. I was very wary of them. It
was thought it would be good for me to have this man and
lady spend time with me. They didn't have any children.
They used to come and visit me every month. They didn't
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by boat. He was about 6 feet tall, wearing a big long

coat and a trilby hat. He came to speak to
about my mother's death and met with me in 's

sitting room. She was all in blue with a little hat.

Mr McLeish took my hand, shook it, and gave me half

a crown. I was just coming up for 6 years old.

I didn't know what it was. It meant nothing to me.

I don't know what happened to the half a crown. He
patted my [hand and he went away]. I wasn't informed
about my mother's death at that time. Mr McLeish didn't
come and visit me again. That was the only social work
visit I had at Dunclutha.

'In 1962, the Polaris Base of the United States of
America opened on the Holy Loch. Prior to my arrival at
Dunclutha, the base became involved in taking children
out of the children's home as a public relations
exercise. They had built up trust with the orphanage at
Dunclutha quite successfully. Prior to my arrival,

I can't speak to what happened.

'When I arrived, it was all set up. On a Saturday
and on holidays, they would come with a naval minibus.
It had the black writing on the side, "US Naval Base,
Holy Loch"™. They would pick up the children. I don't
recall any staff members accompanying us. They just had
carte blanche to pick us up and do what they wanted. It
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in his big American car. It was like a big, beige
Cadillac type car. Sometimes the woman was there on
days out, here and there. He would touch me. This went
on for some time.

'"The man was about 5 [foot] 9, maybe taller, heavy
build and maybe dark Mexican. He could have been mixed-
race, I don't know. He lived off base. He lived in
a large sandstone villa which was on a hill overlooking
the naval base. It was a very substantial property. He
could have been renting it, but a lot of American
servicemen did buy properties. He wasn't like the
ordinary soldiers who had to live on the boat or in
accommodation at the base. He would come now and again.
He went away for a while and then he came back.

I trusted him. I didn't know what grooming was then.

'I've tried to be very accurate with my legal team
in trying to pinpoint exactly when these next events
took place. I'm of the view that it was in 1967, but it

could have been 1968. Mrs [H®\EM allowed the servicemen

to take us out for breaks. Christmas was coming up.

I was taken from the children's home by the individual
who had taken me out previously. He came and picked me
up with the woman. The first day was all right. We
went on a wee run out to the woods and forest part of
Argyll. They took me to a place just outside Arrochar.
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of there quick enough. I couldn't leave because we were
far away from the home. They cleaned me up, made it all
look good and bought me toys. They were trying to take
the "derry" off them for what they had done to me over
the number of days that I was there. They were acts of
depravity beyond one's comprehension. I can't speak for
other children in that home who may have suffered the
same fate. I don't know.

'I was there for a number of days over Christmas.
I was still bleeding and soiling myself when I got back
to the home. I was very withdrawn. The housemaster,
, was the enforcer of discipline in the children's
home. He was very abrupt, "What's the matter, boy?" He
was small, about 5 foot 5 or 6, he had dark hair and he
was a brutaliser of children in the home. He took great
pleasure using the cane and the belt for corporal
punishment. All the punishment of me and other children
took place in his tuckshop. In the days of corporal
punishment, they could do what they wanted with
impunity. The punishments were severe for many
children, including myself. He would pull your hair or
your ear, but he avoided punches to the face. All the
marks would be down below.

'TI was forced to go back on the bus to the naval
base after I had been sexually abused. I did everything
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I could to avoid it. I ran away. I would hide in the
woods. I was punished again for absconding. I would be
beaten again by [ Big Chrissie, the lady in the
wash house, tried to prevent it. She washed me and
looked after me. I didn't discuss what had happened but
she knew. She was a lovely lady.

"s head was in the sand. She entrusted
to deal with things. He was too authoritarian.
called me a liar and repeatedly punished me. He
would send me to bed and I would urinate [in] my bed.

I was constantly urinating and soiling myself. I would
be beaten for that, but it was all because of what had
taken place. I was corporally punished for soiling the
bed. I was bleeding and no medical physician came to
see me. It continued for a long, long time, until the
pain and the bleeding receded.

'I recently found out that they shouldn't have been
giving me corporal punishment in the first place because
of my health issues. They should have had a log. If
you were disabled or troubled in any way, a physician
was supposed to make a decision about what punishment
was adequate for the offence. They didn't have that,
but the law states that they should have had it under
the provisions of the 1958 Act. The Social Work Act was
then introduced in 1968. It is all there, the standards
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that were required of keeping logs and reports.

' had a vested interest in what was happening at
the naval base. That was the impression that I formed
from it. In a child's way, I tried to tell him what had
happened that Christmas. I was pointing. He brought
out the cane and whacked me. I would have to take my
shorts down and he beat the hell out of me. I still
have scars on my legs from where he used the cane. He
would then use the belt, which was allowed in the times
of corporal punishment.

'After what happened at Christmas 1967, I went into
a downward spiral. I was unable to attend school.

I had terrible nightmares. I was soiling myself and
wetting myself. I wasn't coping at all with life. It
was getting a bit much for them at Dunclutha. You can't
keep beating a child about. My health faded badly when
I was there. Because of what happened to me, my mental
state of mind was failing badly. The physician came to
visit. He was a local physician, asked to give his
opinion. The decision was made that I would have to be
shipped out to another institution.

'"The Chief Superintendent of Lennox Castle Hospital
was contacted again. He came to visit. The offer was
on the table again. By this time, my mental and
physical health had deteriorated badly. The impact of
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got the belt. I used to say to the teachers, "Just bang
away because I'm getting it at home anyway”". I can't
find out the truth because nobody will tell me.

'T can't be sure about how old I was when I went to
Dunclutha. I think it was sometime between 1963 and
1966 though.'

Records recovered by the Inquiry indicate that this

applicant was admitted to Dunclutha in- 1965.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLECD: When he would have been aged 8.

'Dunclutha was just by Kirn in Dunoon. I don't know
whether it was ran by the council, so I'm not sure who
the staff worked for. It was a big mansion at the
front. It had an extension at the side. There were
bedrooms on the ground floor of the main building and
also upstairs. There were also bedrooms in the attic.
There was a big building at the back, like a war
shelter. That was where we sat and watched TV and
things. The housefather, “ had a room at the back
of that building. There was a pianc in the room and
football stuff. I don't know {iSM's second name.

A - . She was probably in
her 40s, guite wee, with blonde hair. I'm sure there
was also a nurse called Nurse . She was there to
look after the boys and the girls. I think she was
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RCN 's EBIS . She was quite tall and thin. She

wore glasses and had curly blond hair. She was in her

late 40s, early 50s. [de8 wore a blue nurse's
outfit and Nurse wore a pink one. My mind goes

blank about any other staff. I think it's because those
three were most in the picture. There were quite a lot

of other staff there for cleaning and things like that.

We didn't have any cleaning or chores ourselves.

'"There were roughly 20 boys and girls at Dunclutha
aged from 5 to 16. There were two separate parts.
was in charge of the boys' section and [N was
in charge of the girls' section. Boys and girls mixed,
but was in charge of the boys and was
in charge of the girls. Everybody met in the rec room.
I met my girlfriend in the rec room and we went
everywhere together. After I left, I would go over to
see her most weekends. One night when I was about 10 or
11, I couldn't get back home because the water was too
rough and the ferries were cancelled. I asked the staff
in Dunoon if I could stay the night, but they said I
couldn't, so I ended up sleeping rough in a shed in
Kirn.

'"Nobody explained why I was going to Dunclutha.

I remember a social worker took me to Dunclutha. It
wasn't sinking in that I was going there. She was
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talking away and I was doing my own thing. I think we
got the ferry from Gourock or Greenock to Dunoon. On
the ferry, the social worker told me that I would like
Dunclutha because they would look after me. She said
they would give me things that my grandparents might not
be able to afford, like school uniform. She made it
sound really, really good. I don't think a lot of
people knew what was really going down at Dunclutha.

'Dunclutha seemed quite nice at first. The social
worker came in with me. Right away, I was introduced to
and in 's sitting room. I was
told their roles, |3 was the housefather and
the girls' housekeeper. The social worker spoke
more toand but I don't know what she
was sayling. Then she went away.

'I was shown my bedroom. They showed me how my bed
was made and showed me the ropes with the hospital
corners and all that. I was then taken down to the air
raid shelter place and introduced to everyone else.

They said something like, "This is 'Henry', please take
care of him". [It] didn't feel right that day. [It]
didn't feel like I should be there. I told |28 that I
didn't want to be there. [l said that I had no choice
in the matter.

'I can remember an older boy who was in one of the
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'We all ate our meals together in the dining room.
We got our dinner around 5 o'clock. The food was all
right. If you didn't like something, you just went
without.

'We had a wash in the morning. There were toilets
with sinks and baths in them. The baths were on one
side and the wash basins were on the other. There were
four or five baths at Dunclutha. We had a bath every
night but we had privacy. The water was lukewarm. We
shared water so if you were last in, it was freezing by
the time you got there. We would be in the rec room and
would tell people to go for a bath. I was quite
quick, so I always made sure I was first to [go in] the
bath.

'They provided our clothing and our uniform for
school. We took our uniform off when we came in from
school. I wore a pair of shorts and a T-shirt. I think
the social work department supplied the home with
clothes. When you arrived, you were fitted out. They
gave you the biggest stuff when you were a wee thing,
big jackets and things like that.

'I went to Kirn Primary School. I didn't always
stay for the day. I didn't enjoy school. I just
couldn't take anything in. I got into trouble loads of
times for missing school. I'd get the belt from at

6l
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leisure centre, ran by the Americans. They would get in
touch with B and ask for a number of kids who were
able to go. We went almost every Saturday. We would
see films. We were given candy. They were quite good
that way and those were good times.

'I never went on any trips or holidays with the
home. I just went out with my gran when she came to
visit. She wasn't allowed to leave Dunoon because I was
under the care of Dunclutha. Towards the end of my time
at Dunclutha, I was allowed to go and stay with my gran
for the weekend. That started when I was about 7 years
old. My gran was meant to meet me from the ferry at the
other side, but she never made it. I had to get the
train from Greenock or Gourock into Glasgow city centre
and then get a bus. I would never get a bus because
I would already have spent the half-crown I'd been
given. 1I'd spend the money on fags. I was given
tickets for the train into Glasgow, but I'd walk from
the city centre. Being at my gran's for the weekend was
good.

'At Christmas at Dunclutha we were given a toy and
a selection pack. I got Buckarco. I dismantled it.

I was just one of those children. I demolished
everything. We had Christmas dinner in the dining room
with the usual things. The Americans did well. They
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from. I used to say to the boys around me, "I wish he'd
hurry up".

'My maternal grandmother used to come and visit me
nearly every weekend. She'd always ask me what
I wanted. She would buy me something every weekend.

She would take me into Dunoon, so the staff weren't
around. She used to take me to the funfair and things
like that. Sometimes, we would go to the tea room and
the amusements. We'd then get a couple of ice creams
and sit on the pier. We'd watch the boats going up and
down. When I got back, would usually come up and
ask, all nicey-nicey, "How was your day?" It was all
for show.

& vsed to threaten me. Because I kept getting
the belt, he said that he'd get in touch with my gran
and tell her not come and visit me because I'd been bad.
It never happened because she always came. My paternal
grandmother didn't come to visit me. I never had any
visits from social workers while I was at Dunclutha. We
weren't allowed into the main part of the building, so
I never saw any official visitors come in from the
outside.

'T remember Nurse well, because she used to
give us our medicine at night. She gave us Milk of
Magnesia and black stuff, which was Syrup of Figs. We
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were given that every night before bed in a wee room
where [she] kept the medication. I never got ill in
Dunclutha. Maybe it was because I got that medicine
every night. I don't remember going to the dentist at
Dunclutha.

'I think I ran away three or four times. There was
an old scrapyard in Dunocon. I used to hide and sleep in
there. I got found out because I lifted a torch from
the scrapyard. I was caught by the cops and taken back
to Dunclutha. When the police were there, would
say, "Don't you ever do that again". After the police
left, he would say, "Right, move, you know what's going
to happen". You either got a cold shower and sent to
your bed without any tea, or you were left to sit in
a room by yourself staring at the four walls. You would
be left there for an hour or two hours before being sent
to bed. All the other children would be watching TV.

I had an uncle in Dunoon, but staying with someone would
have made it too handy for the police to catch me.

'One week, my gran didn't turn up for her wvisit.

I was broken-hearted. I started getting worried.

I decided to do a runner. I was trying to get to [where
my gran lived] to make sure she was okay. I got as far
as Gourock or Greenock, wherever the boat goes. The
police caught me there and took me back to Dunclutha.
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My aunt came up the next day and told me not to worry,
that my gran had taken unwell.

'There were three seats outside ‘s room at
Dunclutha, which was within the rec room. Every time
I did something wrong, the first thing would say is
"Take a seat, you know what's going to happen". I would
sit there in front of all the other children and they'd
take the mickey out of me. They would slag me off,
saying, "We know what's going to happen, you're going to
come out with a sore arse". I was left to sit there for
10 or 15 minutes. I think {2l made us sit there in
those seats because he got a kick out of it.

‘Wl would then come down and take me into the wee
room. It was only ever him in the room. He would say
that he'd make sure I'd never sit again. He'd tell me
to pull my trousers and underwear down. There was
a plano in there and would get the piano stool out
and tell me to bend over it. I got about six or seven
lashes of the belt on my backside. He used a school
belt. After he was finished he'd tell me to leave.

A lot of the time I knew what I was getting it for, but
it was never ever said. He did turn round at one point
and say, "This will be good for you because it will
teach you a lesson”. Little did he know ... it just
made me worse.
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'T was given the belt in 's room four or five
times in my first couple of weeks at Dunclutha. It
continued to happen throughout my time there. I saw
other children sitting on the seats as well, but once
they were in that room, I don't know what went on.

Girls were taken into the room as well. I don't think
there was any sexual abuse, but he was heavy-handed with
the belt. You'd hear screams. I don't know why
was involved in doing that to the girls because
was in charge of them.

' must have known what was happening
because of the way @3 acted. They must have discussed
things. was a bad person. I think he used to get
a kick out of it because he belted you on the bare
backside. You'd walk out holding your backside because
it was sore. Everybody would know what had happened.

'If you were fighting with other children and |
found out, he would say "Time for boxing gloves". He
would then make you box in front of all the other
children in the rec room until someone got hurt. [RRa
was probably in his 40s. He wasn't skinny and he wasn't
fat. He had jet-black hair and one of those faces you
can never forget. He always wore a black suit and
a white shirt. I kept thinking it was my fault because
of the things I was doing. The very first time I was
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beaten, I rebelled. I swore nobody would ever do that
again. That was me at the age of 5 or 6 years old.
When I went to Dunclutha, I felt like I wanted to kill

because of what he was doing.'

LADY SMITH: Judging by what we've seen from the records, he

was probably a little bit older, but maybe only about 8.

MS MACLECD: Yes, at least 8, yes:

'The lesson I learnt was to run away.

'After I ran away, the police would take me back to
the home. I was too frightened to tell the police what
was happening in Dunclutha. I knew that if I grassed
R up, I'd probably get it worse. At that time of my
life, I thought it was the usual thing and that it was
meant to happen. They looked after you like your
parents and they'd do what your parents would do. It's
all coming out now because I know that they've done
wrong. It was just a nightmare.

'My maternal gran used to come and visit me every
weekend. One weekend we were sitting on the pier and
she asked me why I was so quiet. I told her that
seemed to be taking the law into his own hands. I told
her that he was giving me the belt. She asked me if it
was on the hands and I told her it was on the bare
backside. She wasn't too happy about it. She took me
back to the home, butwasn't around at that time.
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I don't know whether she went to the social work
department or where it went from there. It may have
been why I left Dunclutha and went to stay with her, but
I don't know.

'One weekend, my gran asked if I could go and stay
with her. My gran was in her 50s or early 60s. She
told me she had spoken to and AR =nd
they'd let me go to her for the weekend. The social
work department decided I might go and stay with my gran
for good, but it wasn't going to happen there and then.
I was to go and stay with her at weekends to see how
things would work out. I think everything went okay.
Even though I was quite nasty, I think my gran
understood the reasons why. took me into a room
and sat me down. He said that he had good news and
I was going to be going to stay with my granny. I then
went to stay there for good about three or four months
later.'

Records suggest, my Lady, that this witness was
discharged from Dunclutha in- 1968 when he was

aged 11.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: 'I was excited to go to my gran's. It was

great to go to grandparents who I belonged to and who
didn't whack me about. In a family, you have the good

70





















10

L3

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

'A police officer from Dunoon came to see me in my
house. He took a statement from me. He said he would
put it in a file. He told me that it was likely nothing
would come of it because the perpetrators are all
deceased. The police said they had traced a guy that
might be [but he died quite a number of years ago].
I wanted to tell my story and I'm guite happy for people
to know where I've been in my life. There's not a lot
that can be done, because the people are all dead.

'TI remember the layout of everything at Dunclutha
and Gryffe.

'The police can only do what they can do. If the
people were still alive, then they would go for it. You
can't bring them up from the graves. The important
thing to me is that I know that my story is right.

I know the people who ran it, I know the layout of the
building.

'I'd like to know how to get my records. I don't
know whether to approach Glasgow City Council or Dunoon
or Bridge of Weir.'

In terms of lessons to be learned, the witness says
the following:

'I think there needs to be better care for children.
No child should be slapped about. Children need to be
better looked after and their families should be
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main building had a big door and inside a hall. It was
run by Glasgow Corporation. There were over 60
children, both boys and girls, living there. Downstairs
were two girls' dorms and upstairs three boys' dorms.
In my dorm, which was called the McDonald dorm, there
were about ten beds. The boys in the dorms were all
different ages and were not put in dorms according to
age. The dining rooms were downstairs.

'"There was a smaller pink building, which is just
a short distance away from the main house. It was
a long building. That's where the younger children
lived up until the age of 5. At 5 they left the nursery
to go to primary school and they would then move up to
the big house.

was of Dunclutha.
She lived in the middle of the big house. The other

staff were called nurses, although they weren't actual

nurses. There was and her sister

RCP . Their mum worked in the kitchen. There was
RCT . When I was around 11 or 12 years old,

RCN left, and Mr and his wife took

over. They moved into the big house. [g&€
previously worked at Larchgrove Children's Home before
Dunclutha. The staff didn't wear any type of uniform.
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So you were taken to a home in Dunoon and you
mention there that there were nuns, so was it your

understanding that it was a Catholic home of some kind?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Okay. Do you remember roughly how long you were in that
home before you were moved?

I don't. I don't know if it was a couple of weeks,

a couple of months. I really don't remember. It could
have been based on space in Dunclutha, I don't know.

And you've just mentioned Dunclutha there, and was it --
were you then moved from that initial home in Dunoon to
Dunclutha Children's Home, also in Dunoon?

Yes. Mm-hmm.

Now, how old do you recall, roughly, that you were at
the time that you went into Dunclutha?

I would have thought between 6 and 8, but I believe
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God knows why they called them those lovely names.
Okay.

And_ Dunclutha, who was EAIS when you

arrived there?

At that time, and FFX , which was
referred to as the housemaster.

Okay. So was it your impression that they were equally
or was one of them or what
was the situation there?

RCN I believe, would be the
And looking at then, can you give us

an indication of what she was like?

Erm, I remember she had a little sweet shop and, you
know, we got pocket money, we could go and -- I don't
remember how I got pocket money at that age, or maybe if
we were good we would get to go in and get a candy.

I remember her as being pleasant. Nothing -- I don't
remember too much personality-wise.

And , we'll come to loock at him a little
bit later, but how would you describe him as a person,
how did he come across?

I just remember he was a big old man and probably that
could have been intimidating to me. Erm, he could be
described as nice-nasty in this day and age. You know,
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you could be okay in front of people and then if you
were in trouble, you would ... Yeah.

And you say of the place overall that it was

a regimented place with lots of rules and order; is that
your recollection?

Yeah, and I understand that rules and regulations have

to be applied.

Okay. And you say that it was less dismal ReUCCPRUEIEEEIRRCEI L
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Yes.
Can you just tell me about that, what was the difference

there that you're thinking of?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

I remember the staff, some of them were very young, some
maybe more relatable to younger kids. As the years went
on, you know, you could get cigarettes and, you know,
stuff from them. PBut it was more relatable, more free,
as far as, you know, the big field, it would ... you
know. I think it was certain times it was very
regimented, from waking up, to getting your bed
straight, to getting to school. I mean, there was
rules. I understand the rules.

In terms of the environment, vyou've mentioned there,

I think you tell us in your statement that there was,
for example, a conservatory where plants were grown?
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Yeah.
And a wooded area outside and a farm?
Mm-—hmm.
Okay.

Okay, so looking at the staff then, you've told us
a little bit there about and .
But in terms of the other staff, you tell us in your
statement that other staff tended to be called nurses.
Is that right?
Yeah. Yes.
And do you know if they were actually nurses, as 1in
medical nurses?
No.
No?
No. No, this was just, I mean, who calls somebody
a housemaster and, you know, what is a housemaster? Who
is a nurse? I mean, I remember I was so sick that my
appendix ruptured. Those were not nurses, that was just
how you addressed them. Maybe a respect thing.
And did they wear nurses' uniforms, do you know?
Yes. There was a uniform. I believe I have a picture
of it somewhere with them in uniform.
And you provide us with some names of the nurses that
you remember. Are you able to help us with any of these
today that have come to mind?
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Maybe Nurse [S¢SEM> Erm, and Nurse ? Yeah,
I would have to be reminded of some of their names, but

Nurse and Nurse you mention in your
statement and alsc you mention a Nurse Ratchet?
That's probably what we would address her, you know, or
we would -- I don't remember who it was. I remember
there was some of them were nice. Erm, it seemed like
the older ones were a bit fierce.
And you also mention a Nurse , but you say that
may have been another name for Nurse
Yeah, yeah. As kids you would, you know, attach some
names to them.
And is there anything about any of these nurses in
particular that stand out to you? For example, Nurse
, did she have a particular role? Did they all
have the same role?
I think Nurse , I just remember being a short
little lady. Could be fierce, you know, it could have
been that. I just remember she was about 4 foot 5,
4 foot 6, tiny, but you didn't mess with her. But it
wasn't. I think she was just a rule abider and wouldn't
let you slide.

I don't remember, you know, the parts where -- who
was in the shower rooms, who was, you know, mean.
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I just have kind of -- this has been 40 or 50 years that
I have learned to block all this out.
And what about Nurse Do you remember anything
in particular about her?
No, other than in my head, I just remember her being
a redhead and just kinda, yeah, not so nice.
You've alluded there to that there may have been quite
an age difference between some of the nurses. In your
statement you say that some of the nurses may have been
the same age as some of the older girls in the home?
Correct. Correct.
But that the nurses who were older, I think what you say
is they were just miserable?
Yeah, they were probably there just, you know, it's
a career you've done all your life and you're going to
finish. I mean, I know one of my current friends -- I'm
not going to mention their name -- there's a two years
difference with me and we're still friends. Erm, and
she was a nurse and she was 16. So we used to get
cigarettes and, you know, all this stuff you weren't
supposed to do, we could get through her.
Okay.

Now, you say that during your time in Dunclutha,
that a Mr and Mrs [EEERE] came to the home?
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came. They had two kids, erm, - and I forget the

other boy's name, but it was totally different. It

would make (SN 100k soft, compared to him.
So were they then then, Mr and Mrs

once they arrived?
Yes.
Okay.

Now, in terms of the daily routine in Dunclutha, you
give us a bit of information about that, that you would
be woken, perhaps about 5.30 or 6.00 in the morning and
then you got washed and dressed for school?

Yes.

And then that there was a particular routine: you made
your beds, went into the dining room for breakfast,
walked to school, had lunch at school, and then walked
back to the home?

Mm~hmm, yes. Yes.

Okay. And in terms of bedtime, you tell us that that
was 8 o'clock?

8 o'clock, mm-hmm.

And that there would be nurses on night duty and the
girls would loock out to see if there was nurses coming,
because you would be talking and playing games and
things after lights out; is that right?

Yeah, there was a lot of dare games, stealing of food.
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Erm, I don't know, just silly things that kids do.
Okay.

I want to ask you now about the food at Dunclutha
and the dining room experience. I think you tell us
that everybody ate in the dining room together. Is that
right, all the children?

Yes.

And you say the dining tables were round --

Round tables of eight to ten, I believe.

And that there was no talking. Are you saying there
that you weren't allowed to talk in the dining room?

I don't know, it was Jjust one of those things. Eat up
and get out so it could be cleaned up. I just remember
the kitchen being to the side. So I think with a lot of
kids, maybe that was the reason.

And how was the food?

Well, for me, erm, it wasn't so good. I believe I had
maybe a food issue, and possibly textures. I remember
a lot of times putting my food in my shoes or in my
pockets or up my sleeve. Erm, and obviously I get
caught a couple of times. I believe I was pretty much

underweight and so {Ra

would make an example
of me if he caught me not eating the food. And
I remember I had to get cod liver oil for -- to build me

up, but literally it would just make me more sick.
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So if caught you then, not eating your

food or trying to put the food into your shoes or your
pockets, what did he do?
Erm, he would pretty much make an example of me by
pulling me -- not -- by the back, you know, of your
shirt, and you know, making you eat it in front of
people, or if you couldn't, then he would just shove it
in your mouth, erm, to the point you were just sick.
And did he do that to you?
Yes. On many occasions.
Okay. So did he put food in your mouth to the point of
you being sick in front of the other children?
Erm, yes. It was more of me being defiant, I believe,
or I'm thinking I'm defiant, but I believe, you know, to
this day and age, I have -- I had a food issue, but
I don't think back then it was pretty much understood.
I didn't like textures, I didn't like things touching
each other, I didn't like -- I would literally just
rather do without than eat the porridge and the stuff
that -- I don't know, just -- and maybe some kids were
okay with it but for me it wasn't a diet, for me.
And as you've indicated in your evidence there, you tell
us in your statement about , you say:

'He would grab me by the hair and force feed me.'
Mm—hrmm.
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And this process that you've been describing of him
treating you in this way, how often did this happen to
you? Was it a weekly occurrence or more often than
that, less often than that?

I think more if I get caught, you know, shoving food.
And there was kids that would take my food because they
knew I couldn't eat it, so it was kind of 'Let me help
you out'. You know, you had some healthy kids there and
unfortunately they would want more food. So if I could
get away with it, couldn't oversee
everybody at one time, so sometimes foods would be
swapped, you know, 'Here, you take this and I'll take
your potatoes'.

Did you see |a2d force-feed other children?
Not that I can recall. I was probably just stuck in my
own little world at that time.

Okay.

I now want to ask you, please, about the showering
arrangements at Dunclutha, and what you remember about
that.

How often was showering, did showering take place?
What was the routine for that?

Erm, jeez, I remember the nurses, or nurse, whoever it
was in charge at that time, it would be curtains, and
sometimes you would be in there and sometimes they would
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Yeah. There was an area where the -- you know, the
sinks were or whatever and you would get out the shower
and everybody would dry themselves, you know, in front.
I don't think it was the girls looking at each other,
I think it was just more an uncomfortable situation for
a lot of people. I mean, even in schools, when you went
to school, you had PE. It would be the same situation.
You know, you have a private locker and you all kinda
dressed and undressed in front of each other.
And was it the female staff only who were in charge of
the showering? Were there male staff ever involved?
No, I don't believe the male staff came in, if any.
I don't recall -- I don't even recall a male staff other
than and whether he would come in, if he
did, I don't remember. I don't remember if he would
come in and shout, you know, but I don't think --
I don't think he actually come in and was saying things.
I think it was more the females.
Okay.

Now, you talk about schooling in your statement and
you tell us that you went out to a local school?
Mm~-hmm .
And how did you find school? How was that experience
for you?
Erm, it was fine, I guess. It seemed like I struggled
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I don't even know when _ came, I don't know when
- left. I don't know. I just know he was there,
then he wasn't there. And probably described as
difficult or whatever the case may be. I don't know.
Still trying to piece those together.

Now, at a point in time, was there an expectation at
Dunclutha that children would go out and get a job,

a part-time job?

I started working when I was 13. 12, 13.

And what job did you get at that time?

Er, there was a little teashop down at the waterfront
which was right outside the home, and it was called-
-. I didn't stay there too long. I just remember it
was deckchairs and a sweet shop and an older gentleman
running it, but he was a bit of a creepy weirdo. So

I didn't stay there too long.

Yeah, I was -- worked in, I believe, _
- as a dishwasher for a while.

So the shop you mentioned, _, the man who ran

that shop, do you recall his name?

No.

At the time of your statement, you thought he may have
been Calledor or something like that; does

that ring any bells?

Um, , ... maybe at that time I thought his
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Many times.

And why were you running away?

Erm, I must have been unhappy, must have been -- I mean,
people don't run away from nice situations. I would
climb. I would get sheets, tie them, climb out windows.
I would ... stole a rowing boat and would run away.

I ran away so many times that I really don't even think
anybody took it seriously anymore. It could have been

the whole situation.

I believe I ran away only when were
there. I don't recall when S8\ was there, but

I do remember . And I remember him finding

me and that, you know, caused a lot of problems.
And are you thinking of a specific occasion there, where
you were found by Mr
Erm, I was probably just walking, thinking and walking,
I don't know where I would be walking to, but him --
I don't know how he got me back, I don't know if it was
walking, but I remember him being so angry. It wasn't,
'Hey, let's talk about why are you running away'.
I think there was probably more problems than what I can
recall. It could have been lots of things then. You
know, why does somebody run away.
Okay.

Now, on these occasions that you ran away and you
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were brought back teo Dunclutha, were you ever asked why
you were running away?

If I was, I don't recall. It was more, yeah, what

I caused, not what caused it.

And were you punished for running away?

Erm, yeah, probably, . He was pretty rough.
I know I was slapped a few times, but I believe that
they were very careful in how you were treated, because
I believe that maybe a social worker was involved and
would probably ask me some of those gquestions. Do

I recall everything? I don't.

I believe I had to admit that I was wrong in order
not to get moved anywhere else. I don't recall the
whole situation but it was mostly reversed, it was me
that was the problem, and not them.

In your statement, you mention that Mr would beat
you up when you were brought --

Yeah --

-- back after running away?

-- the slapping, the punching. Erm, everything was
always done behind closed doors, so there was no
verification of anything. It was, you know, a kid's
word against this, you know, upstanding citizen that ran
a home. I don't know, it was just -- I know Mrs -
would kind of be there but, disciplinary, a lot of times
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she would look away.

So, on occasions then when you were brought back and

Mr was -- you mentioned there that he punched
you, I think you said, and slapped you; is that right?
Mm-hmm, yeah.

Where did this happen? Which part -- were you taken to
a particular part of the home?

Their office there. There was an office with the sweet
shop and then there was like their -- I don't know,
maybe their living room area that was his office. But
it was more of a comfort setting, more like a living
room style with an office in it.

And do I understand from what you said a few moments ago
that you would be there with Mr and also
Mrs- but she would loock away?

Yeah. Yeah, I don't think it was something that maybe
she would condone. I think most of the times that she
would be upset is if the kids were messing with their
kids, and then she would be more involved.

Okay. So just looking then to Mr and what he did
to you in response to running away and being returned to
the home. When you say he punched you, can you Jjust
help me with that: where did he punch you?

I remember getting slapped in the face or a punch in the
stomach, but not to the point that you were passing out,
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just -- I don't know, I don't know how to describe it.
O ==
How old were you, 'Jessica'?
-- what I would do.

Erm, maybe by then, 14 or so. I was probably
described as the unruly kid, possibly.
And did Mr say anything to you when he punched
you or slapped you in this way?
I can't really remember, I guess, you know, because
anytime somebody would run away, I'm pretty sure it had
to be reported that -- you know, in case anything
happens so -- I think he was careful in how he would do
things, 1f he knew that somebody was coming to visit.
It was almost like once again being nice but being
nasty. I don't know.
So how many times do you think you were taken into his
office and he punched or slapped you? How many are we
talking -- how many times did that happen roughly?
I don't remember how many times. I mean, I was
pretty ... I would say I was probably, to them, more in
trouble more often than not, and that was, you know, the
defiances, they would describe me as being defiant, the
not eating the food, the -- you know, the not doing good
in school. I don't remember all of the details as far
as why or how.
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A.

grilling you with guestions for an hour or so now. What
if we take my usual five, ten minutes just now and then
get back to your evidence after that; would that work
all right for you?

That's fine.

LADY SMITH: Let's do that then. Thank you.

(3.03 pm)
(A short break)
(3.10 pm)
LADY SMITH: 'Jessica', welcome back. Are you ready for us

A.

to carry on?

Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady.

We were speaking just before the break, 'Jessica',
about Mr and how he dealt with children and
particularly yourself when you returned from running
away and other matters where he felt children needed to
be disciplined.

Can I ask you about now and how he
dealt with disciplining children.

You've spoken already about the force-feeding in the
dining room but can I ask you more generally about
. Did he physically discipline children in the
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h=

home?

Erm, I can't speak for others. I can only speak for me.
Did he physically discipline you in the home, as
punishment for things?

Yes.

Okay. What sort of things would lead to
feeling that he needed to punish you?

I don't know if it was the non-compliance, the not
eating, the -- my face maybe have irritated them, the
picking on their kids. It could be 101 things. I think
a lot of it was me in general. I don't -- you know,

I can't go back and think of one thing that I did just
to annoy them. I think my mere existence annoyed them.
Okay.

I don't know how else to say it.

Okay.

And how diddiscipline you then? What
did he do?
was rough. Um, he was a big -- kind of a big man,

a stocky man. He was more grab you by the shirt, you
know, by the neck, or, once again, I -- mostly what

I remember with [l is with either when I had
ran away, you know, the being kinda knocked around. And
I can't say, you know, every detail 'cause honestly

I just remember being knocked around. Whether it was
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with or with |gE€ , you know, respectively, which
one did what, I don't remember.

FFX -- and I just remember , like,
I never tried to get on their good side. I think I
was -- it was pretty known that we disliked each other,
probably --
And you describe --

-- and mine's more fear from him. Whether it was

or whether it was I thinkcould have been
just as bad as , erm, but that could have been
him trying to be compliant with ; I don't
know.

So are you describing there, 'Jessica', certain
occasions when and were
together when you were physically disciplined,
physically touched?

I think it was more when I ran away.

You know, when I say, you know, I got beaten, you
know, what do you describe as a beating? I remember the
belt. I remember, just as a kid, I would say you were
knocked around, and is that any more than what your
family member would have done back then? I don't know,
it just became a norm. So it wasn't like 'poor me', it
was just this was the norm. So that's all I knew was
the norm, because from families to the home, it was
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the norm.

Okay. Did physically punish you in front

Erm, I don't know that he would do it on his own but, if
he did, it would be more of [JE& 's approval, you know,
a nod on the head, you know, if you fought back maybe.
I don't know if it was an approval thing -- really,
couldn't tell me
So were there occasions then when
physically punished you and Mr was present, he
was there too, the two of them were there?
I believe so.
Okay. And were there occasions where Mr
physically punished you and was there?
I believe so.
Okay.

Now, you mentioned a belt there, 'Jessica'. Who
used the belt on you at Dunclutha?
Erm, I would say |[RRSM but, also, I remember that being
done in school, where you would cross your hands over
and they put the books on your wrist. So that was, once
again, the normal punishment when you were not doing
right.
So you're describing there at school the belt being used
on your hands. Were the books put there to protect your
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wrists; i1s that what that was for?

Yeah.
Okay. And when used the belt on you,
where -- first of all, where in Dunclutha did that

happen? Which part of the home?

It would be probably in the dining room area. Erm, that
would, you know --

Did he carry -- sorry, carry on?

I don't know if he carried it or it was just available
when he needed it.

What would lead to belting you?

I would probably most likely say the food seemed to be
a big issue.

Okay.

Erm, once again, you know, the kids at night, we would,
you know, when the night nurses come, we would probably
do stupid things like dares, go steal the night nurses'
food, erm, go do stupid things. So, obviously, 1f we
get caught, then we would suffer the consequences. I
mean, that was just --

And what were the consequences?

Probably the belt, a slap.

And who was doing the belting or the slapping on those
occasions, when it was something that --

It would either be, mostly, I would say and ,
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Mr . I don't remember the nurses —-- the nurses
could be quite cruel. I don't remember them belting,
you know, I don't remember.

So when |iRs used a belt on you, which part of

your body did he hit with the belt?

Erm, it would be your hands. You know, you would cross
them over and, yeah -- that's, you know, as best as
I can remember. I don't think he just ran down

the halls beating me or whatever. I think it was more
in front of people, so the -- an intimidation to prove,
you know, he's in charge, sort of a thing.

Do you recall how many times you would be hit with the
belt?

No, I couldn't even recall that in school.

And Mzr , when he used the belt on you, which part
of your body did he hit with the belt?

Erm, I more so remember . I believe was more
physical in -- and I'm pretty sure, back then, most
people you crossed your hands. It wasn't you walk
around and they just beat you with the belt. They were
very smart in how they could get away with things, I'm

pretty sure.

Now, we've spoken there about Mr and [ER
FFX . Did any of the other staff physically punish

you, the nurses or anybody else like that?
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If they -- if they did, or when they did, I don't think
it was as severe as these two. I think it would just
be, I don't know, more name-calling or, you know --

I don't know, I can't really recall everything.

Okay.

Something you say 1in your statement about Mr

and is you say, at paragraph 102, you
could smell the fear when and came

near you to hit you.

Erm, if they came near me to hit me, then it was because
either I've done something -- but it was like I can
explain going to the dentist, I smelt that fear. So it
wasn't a smell that they could have put out, it was --

I would smell, you know -- it was just a sense.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

-- you know, that it's -- I can't explain it.

LADY SMITH: You seem to be telling me it's how you felt and

how you felt was like a frightening smell.

Yep. Yeah, it was almost like going to the dentist and
you had that smell that you just, like, I would smell,
you know, like, the fear was in me but I could smell it

from them. I can't describe it.

LADY SMITH: I think I know what you mean. Thank you,

'Jessica'.

Ms MacLeod.
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MS MACLEOD: My Lady. I think you explain in your

statement, 'Jessica', that when you felt that fear
coming near you, that you learned to run?
Mm—hrmm .
Okay, and is that what you did, would you run?
Well, like most people, if somebody is coming teo hit
you, you run. I think that's just -- you're more like
a feral cat, you just run.
You say that all the kids did the same?
I would -- we all had our fears. I mean, I can't relate
to every kid. There was Jjust some of us that may have
been more rowdier or defiant, or whatever, you know,
people want to call it, whatever name they want to call
it but we would probably be described as -- to them, as
the problem kids. I don't know.
You say that:

'If a kid was being battered, the rest would scatter
and run so that they wouldn't be next.'
Yeah, and I mean if you -- if got in a, I would
imagine, you know, a rage about his kids -- I'm pretty
sure we weren't, you know, too nice to his kids.
Obviously, you've seen the preferential treatment,
the -- you know, all this, they want them to intermingle
with us. They were nothing like us. They were
absolutely nothing like us. So you'd get these rough
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time I wouldn't have wanted to be relocated to another
home, to another place. I knew that I either didn't
have long there and just would much rather stay there
than going somewhere else. I knew what it was.

Do you remember which part of what was happening to you
that you may have reported to social work or what sort
of thing you might have said?

Probably, I don't remember it exactly; maybe when [IESEEEL
wanted me out of the home. And I believe at
some point I went to stay with an aunt in some little
island. Erm, I don't remember where but it didn't last
long. So the home became my home. That's what I knew
as home; that, you know, I was familiar with it, I knew
what to expect and probably at that time I just wanted
to hurry up and finish school and leave and go work,
move .

And I think that you tell us in your statement,
'Jessica', that when you were 16, that you left
Dunclutha?

Yeah, I think I aged out -- at that time anyway.

And indeed records which the Inguiry has recovered
coincide with that, that you left shortly after your
16th birthday. You say you finished school and that was
the age everybody left Dunclutha, at that time.

Unless maybe they had the opportunity if they did
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referred to in our evidence outside this room.

I think I have the list correct and up to date.

possibly was one of them; somebody called
FGH , according to one witness; Nurse or
; Mrs ; RCO-RCP , and I think that's

also, various members of the last witness's family were
referred to, brothers, sisters and at least one of her
parents, if not the other parent as well. And they all
have the protection of my General Restriction Order.
Now, I just want to check with my experts on my left
whether I've missed anybody on that list? I have,

haven't I?

MS MACLEOD: I think the only other one, my Lady, is that

I think the last witness here mentioned one of Mr and

Mrs [SEESIHO' s children by name.

LADY SMITH: That's right. And any of these people's family

members are also protected by my order, so they
shouldn't be referred to.

If anyone has any gueries or doubts before
disclosure of these identities are made, please check
with us and we'll confirm one way or the other.

So that is it for today and we move on tomorrow to
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