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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PFI

Support person present: Yes

1. My name is Sl iy maiden name is[gi} My date of birth is |

Il 1949. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. lwas born in Govan, Glasgow. My parents were |Jjiljan< N

I 'y mother’s maiden name was [l | don't remember

my mother. | have only ever seen one picture of her.

3. My earliest memory is of being in an infirmary near Govan with my identical

twin sister, |l my younger brother, |l and my older sister ||l

We all had scarlet fever. [Jjjjihas now passed away. She was a year older
than me and ||l and il is 2 year younger than us. | don’t know
what age | was when | went into the hospital. | just remember the cots and
little wooden tables.

4, We were taken straight from the hospital to Lagarie Children’s Home. My
mother had left us and my father, who was in the Navy, took all four of us to
Lagarie. My father told me that [[llllwas three, |JJJJJland | were two,
and [Jjwas one when we went into Lagarie. | remember the day he took
us. My Granny-was there. It was snowing and | remember my dad took

us into the home and then he left.
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uniform and yellow tie. When | was in the Rangers, they took you to a local

home for handicapped children and you helped to bath the children.

| remember when | was older a woman called Mrs McLeod used to come in
and teach us sewing and knitting. She was quite old, wore glasses and had
dark hair. She was very nice. She lived in Rhu. She taught us how to make a
pinafore on the sewing machine and we knitted gloves, a cardigan and socks

with grey wool.

Chores

31.

32.

When we were older we had to do the laundry. We washed the sheets and
hung them on the pulleys. The matron wore great big bloomers down to her
knees and my twin and | had to wash them for her every week and hang them
up in her bathroom, which was off her bedroom. We used to have a bit of fun
with them. We'd throw them to each other, both of us telling the other that it
was their turn to wash them. Sometimes we had to polish and shine the floor

with a cloth on a big square thing.

They had rabbits in cages in the back and we had to mix oatmeal with water
and feed them. | tried it one day and | loved it, so | used give a spoonful to the

rabbit and a spoonful to me.

Trips/holidays

33.

We never got taken away on holiday. | never went to stay at my gran’s or

anything like that. used to go on holiday and || Mrs
Sl Used to come and look after us. She had a son ||| -

who came and stayed too. Her husband used to visit, but | don’t think

he stayed in the home. [SESIll2nc I v<re spoiled brats. They
obviously had everything they wanted and they treated us like dirt. WWe used to

say, “Here come the spoiled brats”.
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37.

38.
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There were great big bikes at the top of the stairs which were supposed to be
for us to play on, but we weren't allowed to ride them. One time when the
matron went on holiday, | took a bike all the way down the stairs and went for
a ride round Rhu. | fell off and hurt my knees, and | remember thinking that
this had happened because | had stolen the bike. | only dared take the bike
when the matron wasn'’t there because you felt you had freedom when she

wasn't there.

The company Westclox took us out for the day and gave us all a watch, but
the matron took them off us as soon as we got in the door and we never saw
them again. | remember being so chuffed about getting a watch from
somebody | didn't know, and | was excited about learning the time. |
remember thinking that the matron was probably going to give the watches to
¥ and [l Ve had to write a thank you letter to Westclox for
taking us out for the day and giving us a watch.

| remember going to a party at Faslane Naval Base. WWe went there on a
Royal Navy bus. | remember seeing this big ship, the HMS Vanguard | think,

and thinking that it was so big it was going to fall on me.

| also remember going to the theatre one time and going to see a movie, The
Five Pennies. | remember the movie because | was quite moved by it. We
went for a picnic once with the matron, to Gourock | think, where a man with a

bald head and glasses had a place. That's all | can remember about that day.

| also remember when the Royal Family came to Rhu and we stood outside

with our little flags, waving.

Birthdays/Christmas/treats

39.

| remember having birthday parties and blowing out the candles on a cake.

We didn't get birthday presents.
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44,
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We got cakes and sandwiches and sausage rolls at Christmas. We got
Christmas dinner, probably turkey, but | was more interested in the cakes and

other treats. | used to stuff myself with meringues and cream cakes.

| always wanted a nurse’s outfit, a sweet shop and a knitting kit at Christmas.
You would get up in the morning, all excited, and your presents with your
name on them would be laid out on the floor in the room where the rocking
horse was. You'd get sweets and an apple and orange as well. You more or
less got what you wanted, but unfortunately if the matron decided she wasn't
happy with how you behaved, she took your sweets and presents off you and
you wouldn’t see them again. | found that very upsetting. Later on when | was
older, | said to her that | didn’t want anything if she was going to take it away

again.

| remember one Christmas Dr Campbell dressed as Father Christmas and
brought in the Christmas tree. They had Christmas music playing and the
matron was asking us.if we wanted to give, Father Christmas a kiss. | then
heard him speak and | said | wasn’t going to give him a kiss because | knew

he was Doctor Campbell, not Father Christmas.

There was a woman next door to Lagarie who we called Colonel Barge. | think
we called her that because her father was a colonel. She had beautiful red
hair. We used to go into her garden for Easter egg hunting. You'd find the
eggs and try and stuff what you could down your throat because you never
got to keep all the eggs you found. The matron would take them from us.
Somebody used to donate a beautiful, big Easter egg with flowers on it every

year as well. | really took to chocolate. | adored it.

If you were very good, the matron would sometimes say - go to
the cupboard and bring out the sweets for the children”. When she was in a

good mood, she called me and |||} ] TN . bt that wasn't very

often. She usually just called us [filland Il There was a locked
cupboard with Mars bars, Milky Ways and all different things. These treats
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hide them in the hedges and then | could never find them when | went back

for them. | did that quite often and got a hiding from the matron each time.

She used to examine our shoes every week. If the heels were down, she’'d
throw the shoes at you. Unfortunately, | was very heavy on my feet so | often
got hit with the shoes. She used to say that she'd put tackety boots on me,
which were like army boots. When | was a bit older, I'd be cheeky and say to
her, “Do you want us to fly in the air to school?” | don’t know where | got that

from. She would just answer me with a smack.

She used to look at me and say, ‘{gilJ} you are the bold one of the twins. You
are as bold as brass”. She wanted to hurt me. And she would say that we
would all go to prison when we grew up. | used to think that maybe | would go

to prison for stealing the sweets.

One of the other things she used to do was hit me under the chin with her

hand. | hated it when she did that as it made me bite my tongue.

Another horrible thing she used to do was stick her two fingers down my
throat to make me vomit. Why she did that | do not know. She'd also give you

too much syrup of figs and you'd have diarrhoea for a couple of days.

If you got one spot on your face, she would cut out holes in a piece of gauze
for your eyes, nose and mouth and make you wear it on your face for a few
days. | didn’t want to go about with that on my face, but | wasn't allowed to
take it off until she said so. She'd say to me that | was to stay away from the
rest of the children because | was infected, or she'd say that | had scabies.
She’'d sometimes put gentian violet all over my face as well. I'd look like an
idiot. | didn’t go out looking like that. | would stay in the home, but the other

children would see me. | found it very upsetting.

If you got lice in your hair at school, she would bone comb your hair, put stuff

on it and then cut it very short and tell you to stay away from the other kids, or
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| don’t remember exactly how old | was when my granny took the four of us
out of Lagarie. | think | was about fourteen. | don’t know why we were taken
out. Maybe it was just because we were older. | don’t remember finding out
that we were leaving Lagarie. | just know that we went to live in my granny’s

council house in Cardonald.

Life after being in Lagarie

74.

75.

76.

T 4

78.

My dad sometimes lived with my gran and sometimes he'd be up at Fort
William working. | met some other members of my family, a cousin, who came
to live with us, and aunts and an uncle, but | only saw them about once or

twice and never saw them again.

My gran was abusive to my twin and | remember -slapped her back
one time when my gran hit her. | remember trying to explain to my gran that
- wasn't bad or wicked, it was because we had already gone through
enough in Lagarie. | was stronger than -and | managed to contain my

feelings.

| went to Penilee Secondary School for a short while. | remember | came
home one day from school, about a month or two after we had moved in with
my granny, and my twin wasn’t there. When | asked where she was, my

granny said, “She is the bad one. She has gone to a mental home”.

A couple of days later, my granny put me and my brother in a van and told us
we were going to the council for new clothing. She then dropped me off at a
home in either Greenock or Gourock and then took- away, and | don't
know where he went. She kept my sister [Jjjfj at home with her because

she was old enough to work.

| don’t know the name of the home | went to. | wasn'’t there for long. | didn't

want to be separated from my farmi TN
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

taken to Paisley Police Station and | heard my twin’s voice next door. |
shouted, “Is that you, |Jil?” and she said yes. She said that she had run
away to find me. | then told the policeman that my twin, who | hadn’t seen for
a long time, was there and asked if | could see her. He said no and | didn’t
see her again for about thirty-five years. | find this very upsetting.

| got sentto a reformatory Secondary Institutions - to be published later | don’t
remember the name of the place. It wasn't far from Helensburgh. | don't know

what age | was. | find it very hard to remember how old | was when | was in

the diferent places.
SRR ik | was there for a couple of years.

| was sent to a borstal for a couple of years. The advice |
got at the borstal was along the lines of ‘If they say kiss the floor, just do it. Do

what you have to do and you'll get out'. | did that and then | got out.

After that, | got some live-in jobs in the south of England. One was in a home
for handicapped children and the other was in a home for people with

epilepsy. Every job | got had to be live-in because | didn't have anywhere else

to live.

| then got a job in a hotel in England which was near a naval base. | started
going out with my now husband, [} who was in the Royal Navy. His mum
invited me to move in with her when | took ill with food poisoning, so | went to

live with her. | got engaged to [Jffwhen | was about nineteen and we got
married when | was twenty-one.

My daughter [JJlfiwas born in England in 1973. There are naval quarters
between Lagarie and Helensburgh and | ended up living there for a little while
when [Jljwas only one. | remember she was poorly and | took her to the

doctor and it was Dr Campbell we saw. | told him my maiden name and he
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109. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the

evidence to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are

true.

25



