Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name i My date of birt is SN

1964. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Edinburgh. | have two sisters, [JJjj who is seven years older than me,
and-who is one year younger than me. | don’t really have many memories from
when | was really young. | am not sure why | can’t remember earlier memories before
| was seven years old. | can’t remember my mother, so | don’t have any memories

before | was four years old.

My father worked at sea. My mother died when | was four years old and we went to
stay with my grandmother, my father's mother. My other three grandparents had all
died from flu. | think | was five years old and | came home from nursery one day and
my father told me that my grandmother had died. | was very upset. | can remember
coming home from school and people saying, “We have landed on the moon.” So she
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children sitting in his lap. | knew | didn’t want to do that. | didn’t want to go near him. |
don't know if it was a trust thing.

It was a bit more obvious with Mrs Barrie because she was always shouting at people,
grabbing people, and being really nasty. You knew not to go near her. | used to go up
the staircase to a tiny room that was crammed with linen. | don't know if it was called
the sewing room but nobody went up there so | used to hide there and just stay out of
the way so | could avoid Mrs Barrie because | was terrified of her.

Regarding the other staff, there was Heather Skead who became a good friend of
Il There was a girl called Edith who was nice. Carol Willis was nice but she left
shortly after the Barries took over. kI vasn't nice. | think there were some
people who wanted to work with children and there were some people who maybe
couldn't get a job elsewhere. Some people should work with children and some
shouldn’t. e was one who shouldn’t have worked with children. She

didn’t have a caring attitude.

There was a cook, Mrs Cotterel, but we didn't have much to do with her, we just saw
her in the kitchen. The kitchen was big but very sparse. It had big, clean work surfaces.
Mr Skelton was the gardener but | didn’t go near him, he was scary. He lived in the

cottage at ||| |} I At the age | was he seemed really old.

| don’t know why | found Mr Skelton scary. He never smiled at anyone, he just walked
around with a lawnmower. | see how people act with children nowadays, if someone
is leading a group of children in an activity and a child’s shoelace is undone they will
rush up to the supervisor and they will tie the child’s shoelace. It is all as it should be.
You wouldn’t have done that with Mr Skelton, you would just avoid him. It was a very
different way of treating people.
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from things like that. That is one of the things that | find so upsetting. Maybe if we, or
more likely i} had known about it at the time, we could have helped.

The Barries were just so evil. Sometimes you think there would be no point in telling
people because they wouldn’t believe how bad things were. It may have assumed that
| would have got some sort of support when | left care but | didn't.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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