Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PIE

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is ||l 1945. My contact details

are known to the inquiry.

Life before going into care

My mum’s name was [JJlif and my dad’s name was i} | had a brother,
B o is about a year and a half older than me, and a younger sister, | ] ] NI
who is about a year and a half younger than me.

| was a war wean. When all the soldiers came back from the war, they had nowhere
to stay and people were farmed out to army camps. They were shoved in there with
their families. My family and | stayed in | ll Camp. 1t was in amongst the trees,
near || | can remember being there and staying in a Nissen hut.
Every now and again, | drive past and | wonder if the concrete’s still there but I've
never stopped the car to go and have a look.

We then went to a place called |l Camp. It belonged to Lanarkshire County
Council. A whole bus load of people went to il 't was at the back of
Bishopbriggs and Auchinairn. There was a camp up in Garscadden and a camp up in
Drumchapel as well. It was next to a pit but it's all flattened now. There were a lot of
Nissen huts. There were cottage-type houses for the soldiers and they were alright.
My best memories are from there. My playground was from Hogganfield Loch right up
to the Campsie Hills. We used to walk it, even at that age.
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38.

39,

40.

| married my wife and we lived in Castlemilk. In those days, my wife was prescribed
Valium and she took them like sweeties. It ruined the marriage. It ruined everything for
us.

Our children were taken into care. They were in Quarrier’s. | blame the social work for
that. In those days, a man was meant to work. If a man didn’t work, he was idle. Men
weren’t meant to be looking after weans. If a man did that in the 1960s, the attitude
was that he was lazy and he didn’'t want to work.

| went to Quarrier's every second week to visit my children. Their mother was
supposed to go up the other week. The first time that | went, a wee boy came to the
door and shouted to my boy, “Here’s your dad to see you.” That child had never seen
me before. | met a lot of parents going up to Quarrier’s, but a lot of kids didn't have
anybody coming to see them. They'd be standing at the bus stop to see if their mum

or dad was coming up.

My boy played football at Quarrier's. There was a coach called Mr He was a
great guy. He was brilliant with the kids. | can’t say anything bad about the place. Cliff
Richard was there one day. | went up to visit and he was up on the stage with a guy
on the piano. When he played, “Living Doll,” all the women started screaming and the

weans panicked.

| was lucky that my children had good house parents. When my children first went into

Quarrier’s, they were in a cottage with one woman trying to control twenty children.

I ook over and they had their own family. Mr Sl was brilliant with the
kids. He had no time for people who were messing about, but he used to repair the
bikes and things. A lot of adults didn’t like him, but he was great with kids and he was
a nice guy.

My children were in Quarrier’s for about five years, maybe less. It seemed like a long
time. When they came out, they went to stay with their mum. She was being backed
up by social work. They actually talked me into signing the house over to her, my
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Lessons to be learned

It's an aggravating phrase, “should have”. It's in the past tense and there’s nothing you
can do about it. You can bring things forward and try and make people aware of what
happened. People need to listen to children. The policeman who held me by the wrists
wasn't listening to me. I'll never forget that. We were going back to get a hiding, but
he wasn’t caring. It seems that the police in Helensburgh knew about it and did nothing.

That's what makes it worse. The people at the top set the level of society.

They've not learned anything. | remember the case of Maria Colwell. It was the most
tragic thing. | remember reading about it. They've learned nothing and that’s the worst
bit. They don't listen to children. The young lassies who were being sexually abused
in Rotherham and Rochdale were telling the police what was happening to them and
they were being ignored. It's criminal. That's the establishment and you're fighting the
establishment. I'm giving my evidence to the Inquiry in the hope that it is going to help
it a bit. There's nobody to charge, but at least Rhu will be exposed. | hope children’s

homes get decent people in to run them.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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