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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

KEQ

Support person present: Yes

My full name is S and my date of birth is | 1958. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

| contacted the Inquiry after | saw a programme made by the BBC about Lagarie
House in Rhu. | contacted the BBC reporter and he told me to contact the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Kirkcaldy, and was the youngest of seven siblings in our family. My dad

was [ and my mum was [ Vv oldest brother was [Jjij then
there was [l she died from cancer, then ||l I I I = ¢

myself.

My dad was a sailor in the merchant navy and he drowned when his boat went down
in 1859. | was only six months old at the time but I've since been told my mother
wished | had drowned at birth. That’s why | hate my mother, | don’t even know if

she’s still alive.

As a kid, life was terrible for me at home, | wasn’t close to any of my family. VWhen |
was growing up | used to get picked on and battered by my brothers. |||} I
and i would all pick on me, hit me and batter me. That was just because | was

the youngest that was it. My life’s been crap.
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First day

On my first day at Lagarie, | went with my mum and my sister, [l We got there
and my mum said bye and she was away. | can't remember any of the rest of my

siblings being there.
| remember we got a brown tag with our name on it and that was tied to your jacket.
I remember the matron, she was about forty or something. She was heavy built. She

had dark hair and she sometimes wore specs. She was a nightmare. She’s dead
now, which is unfortunate, as there’s a few things I'd like to say to her.

SNR was there every year | was there, except one. One year there was
SNR . perhaps the usual one was- _was
definitely called . | remember she had relatives that came from Kirkcaldy. She

wasn't as bad but she would still give you a slap.

Mornings and bedtime

The children would all get woken in the morning by whoever was on duty, it could be
matron or ancther member of staff. They would come and wake us up and we'd get
washed, dressed go down for breakfast and be outside playing.

We would go back in at lunchtime and wash our hands and faces before lunch. Then
after lunch we were back outside again. | got on well with all the other kids, | never
had any hassle with any of them. It was just the matron.

After tea, we would go and get a bath or shower and then we would sit and watch TV
until it was time to go to bed. Bedtime was about eight o'clock. Staff would take you
up and it was into bed, settle down and lights out. If there was any noise, matron
would come up and you would get it.
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After | saw the programme on Lagarie on the BBC, | contacted the reporter, Mark
Daly. He then told me to contact the Inquiry and the British Sailors Society.

| did contact the British Sailors Society, to advise them of my situation, and they
wrote back and confirmed Lagarie House was to be subject of an investigation by the
Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. They also said a number of survivors from Lagarie
House had been in touch with them.

The British Sailors Society thanked me for getting in touch, as it was helping them
get an understanding about what happened at Lagarie House. They also said they
regretted that any child had been abused and they apologised for any abuse that
was suffered by children who were in their care at the time. They also offered to

finance counselling for me.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

KEQ

Dated.......... =8 O 8 TR
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