Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PJQ

Support person present: Yes.

My name is S but | am known as (SRl §&llis my married name and
the name on my birth certificate is My date of birth is

I 963. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

My mum’s name was [Jilland my father's name was |JJili} Both of my parents
are dead. My mum died three years ago. My mother had seven children in total and
I'm the middle child. The first four children were to my father and I'm the youngest of
those four. The next three children all have different fathers. There were a lot of men

coming in and out of our lives.

I s the oldest sibling and he’s now 62 or 63. [ illis 61, then there’s | R
who's 59, 'm 57, then there’s | I who is 54, [ who is 51, and R
who is 45. We grew up at the bottom end of || ]l in Glasgow, which is called
I /< had two rooms, a wee room and a big room. There were three sets
of bunk beds in a row. We moved to Possilpark after we came out of Lagarie and we

then moved to Maryhill when [JJfifwas a baby.

When my mother was pregnant with me, my family have told me that my parents’
marriage was more or less over. My dad had an affair while she was pregnant with
me. To add salt to the wounds, the affair was with my mum’s Aunty ||Jli§ who was
only a couple years older than her. Aunty |JJJJJli] was my grandmother's sister.
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When my mum was seven months pregnant with me, my dad declared his undying
love to Aunty |l He was prepared to give my mum and his kids up. My Aunty
I =5 going to give up my UncleJjand their kids and they were going to go
away together. At the last minute, my Aunty [l backed out. She stayed with my
Unclell but after that | just remember her being an alcoholic. My Uncle [Jjjijdid
everything, went out to work, took care of the house and fed us when we were allowed
to stay there.

When | was born, my mum didn’t want me. In those days, the father would go to
register the birth. He registered me as [Sill} That was just another kick in the teeth
to my mum. She wanted to change my name completely, but by law she couldn’t. Once
it's done, it's done. They told her that the only way it could be changed was if there
had been a wrong spelling. They were able to change it from [zt EEIEEE '
was a reminder of what had happened when she was pregnant. My mum had a
continuous hatred of me that lasted my whole life, even when | was an adult.

My family have told me that | was in hospital when | was very young. | have no
memories of being there, but apparently my father fractured my skull and pulled my
arm out of its socket. They have told me that | lost my memory. There was an African
nurse who looked after me. She called me [l and the name stayed with me. | think
the name suited my mother as well because she didn't have to call me
ESHE. There is nothing about that hospital admission in my medical records. | was
born in |l and | was put into hospital with gastrointestinal problems in
October. | was there for about a month. That's the only letter that's in my medical
records from my childhood.

| don’t have any memories of being at home before going into care. | believe that my
mum and dad split up when | was about two. My first memories are of being in the
children’s home in Rhu, which | now know to be called Lagarie. Apparently, my mother
had a breakdown. My father was in the merchant navy so that was why we got into
Lagarie.



10.

T

Lagarie House, Torwoodhill Road, Rhu, Argyli

| think | was maybe about three when | went into Lagarie. We called it Rhu because it
was in Rhu. | might have been a bit younger. | know | was roundabout that age
because my first memory is of wondering why they had put me in a cot. | knew that |
shouldn’t have been in a cot because | was too big for it. | was in Lagarie with my three

older siblings.

| can remember going in the door to the home, but | don’'t know whether it was my first
day. You would go in the door and there was a big staircase coming round. To your
left, there was a nursery. To your right, there was a dining room, which was a large
front room with big windows. I’'m a bit confused about the layout because | was kept
downstairs for a lot of the time.

| can remember the lady in charge. |Jij remembers the names of staff and she’s
told me, but | don’t know remember any names. The lady in charge was called the
matron. She was a big woman. She reminded me of my grandmother, my nanny. She
used to wear an old nurse’s hat that folded down at the back and sat up at the front.
She had a white collar with a brooch on it. She wore a big, blue dress. | can’t remember
whether there was a belt with it. It had white cuffs. | always remember her being very
no-nonsense. You never saw her smile. There was another member of staff at Lagarie.
| didn’t know it at the time, but she was RaIIINGININ She was a wee and meek
kind of person. | don’t remember any other members of staff, other than a man who

cut the grass.

There were a lot of children in Lagarie, but | don’t know how many. | don’t remember
any of the children being older than my brother. He would have been ten or eleven,
maybe younger. | think we were there for about four years over the two spells. | do
remember going back. I think that was when | was put upstairs. It may not have been,
but that’s how I think of it in my child head.






16.

4.

18.

19.

20.

21,

Mealtimes/food

| remember that the food wasn’t good. | wouldn’t eat the porridge. | don’t remember
being given anything else to eat at breakfast and the porridge was disgusting. | would
be forced to sit in the dining room for the whole day because | wouldn’t eat it. (&8
KER would sit with me. Everybody else would be away from the dining room
and | would need to sit there. | would stare out of the big windows.

KGR would sit in a big chair or a desk, doing stuff in big books. She
would be made to sit with me until | ate it. | never ate it. | would sit there in the dark. |
was there for the whole day. | think | probably did eat it at some point, but | can’t
remember eating it. | wouldn’t get my lunch or dinner until | ate my breakfast. | think
other children would come in for their meals and look at me. | was the bad one.

KER was the nicer one of the two. She used to beg me to eat my
breakfast. She would say, “Please just eat it. Come on, you'll be able to get out of
here.” | remember her begging me a lot.

| don’t really remember getting lunch or dinner at Lagarie. | don’t remember eating any
food that | enjoyed.

Washing and bathing

| have no memory of bath time. | just remember standing at the row of sinks, brushing

our teeth at bed time.
Clothing

| remember at the top of the stairs, there was a double door. You opened the top half
of the door but the bottom half stayed shut. It opened into a cupboard. It was like a
linen cupboard and it had loads of shelves with clothes and underwear in it. We had
to stand there and hand in our dirty clothes. [SaIEGE ould take bits and
pieces off the shelves and give us our clean clothes. The matron would check our dirty
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27,

28.

29.

30.

Healthcare

[ had a prolapse in my back passage when | was very young. It happened again when
| was in Rhu. | remember that | was still in the cot. | was taken to the hospital, but |
don’t remember much else. | remember being taken back to the home when | was
better.

Religious instruction

We definitely said our prayers before our dinner. | don't think it was a particularly

religious place. | don’t remember going to chapel or anything like that.
Christmas and birthdays

| have no memories of birthdays at Lagarie. | remember Santa would come and it was
a big deal. The tables would all be set up. We were allowed to make a noise, talk and
laugh. We had everything to eat in abundance. We ate in the big dining room and the
tables were put together. | think it was the first time that | had ever seen or eaten jelly.
The home was decorated. We did get a present for Christmas, but | can’t remember
what | got. | remember it was stuff that we never usually got and we were allowed to

be happy.
Visits/inspections

| can’'t remember any social work visits. Lots of time would go by between visits. My
mum came to visit us twice. | remember she had her hair in a beehive hair-do. She

had a leopard print fur coat on. She had a new man by then called ||| EGcGcTczNEG
He came with her when she visited. He's the father of my sister || i} ! remember

not liking it when my mum came to see us. Although | was unhappy in Rhu, | would

rather have been there than at home with my mum.

My Uncle [JJllis 21 in the photograph of me with the peg doll. He was holding onto
me, making sure | didn't fall from the roof of the doll's house. I'm really wee in the
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40.

41.

42.

43.

Leaving Lagarie

We were in Lagarie for about two years. Apparently, we got home for about six months
and then we were put back in again. | don’t have any memories of those months at
home. I've been told that we went back to Lagarie for the second time because my
mum wasn’t coping. The matron andwere still there. | don’t have a sense of

length of time or ages when | was at Lagarie.

| don’t remember leaving Lagarie for the first or second time. | do remember moving
to the house in || ] ] Bl Possilpark and it was after we had come out of the
home for the last time. When we all got home, | made my first communion. | don'’t think
we’d been home for very long so | must have been about seven when we left Lagarie.

Life at home in Possilpark, Glasgow

My mum had another child after me, ]I} who we called i} Nobody knew
who her father was, but we now know his name. We didn't meet him and | don't
remember him. | remember || s father, | He was there for
ages and then he was away for ages. He was there when we came out of Lagarie and
he was there when we moved to Possilpark. | remember my mum being pregnant with
I | remember her sitting by the fire, knitting cardigans.

| remember we had a social worker called Mrs Hillhouse. She was always in the house.
| hated her. She knew my mum was abusing me and she didn’t do anything. She
ended up being my mum’s pal and | hated her because of that. In my mind, she was
there to help us. | don’t know whether anybody told me that. She wasn’t helping us.
She would sit with my mum, drinking cups of tea and having a laugh and a joke. She
didn’t know that my mum had given me a doing an hour before she came or I'd be
upstairs, having been told not to come out of my room because | had a black eye. |
couldn’t understand how everyone that | thought would take care of me never did, Mrs

Hillhouse being one of them.
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44,

45.

46.

47.

For as long as | can remember, my mum abused me. My mum most definitely had
mental health problems. | didn’t know that at the time, but looking back as an adult |
can see that she definitely did. She didn't abuse my siblings, just me. | was the
&5 bastard'. That was how she'd address me in the house. She would say
things to my siblings like, “Go and tell thatbastard to get down here.” | didn’t
have a good upbringing.

I don't think | was at home for very long before |l and | were taken to the next

children’s home. Il and [l didn't go into that home. |l an< |

went together to foster parents. | don’t know why we separated from our siblings, but

I think we went into care because my mum wasn’t well again.

Unknown children’s home, Glasgow

| was probably about seven, coming up for eight when |jjilland | went into another

children’s home. | called it Hamilton home so | presumed it was in Hamilton. ||l
has told me it was down the banks of the River Clyde, off Maryhill Road. She says it

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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48.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

| don’'t remember being told that we were going somewhere. | just remember being in
Mrs Hillhouse’s car, going to that home. We were taken there by our social worker,
Mrs Hillhouse. It was a nice, sunny day. | remember the driveway. When we arrived,
the dog, Polo, ran out. | can remember that clearly. | don’t think | had any personal
possessions at that home. | don’'t remember having a bag when | went into that house.
| don’t even know if | was aware that we were going into the home.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

56.
57.
58.
59.
Leaving the children’s home in Glasgow
60. | think we were in that children’s home for nearly a year. | remember the woman in the

home telling us in the playroom that somebody was coming to get us. She said
somebody was coming to get us that day and that we were going home to our mum. |

remember that | didn’t want to go home. ||l was saying, “We're going home.” |
was crying and saying that | didn’t want to. Mrs Hillhouse came to take us back.
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68.

69.

70.

to hit it to break it into three pieces. It was in three pieces. | was supposed to be using

it for the competition.

My sister had a toy telephone with a cord that you pulled to make the eyes go up and
down. | remember my mother lifting that and putting it round my neck. She was not
letting go of it. | knew at that point that | was going to die. She grabbed me by the neck
and ran towards the balcony door. She was ready to put me through it. [[Jjjjjjijran in.
screaming, “That's enough! Stop it.” It was probably the last big doing that my mum
gave me. It was about four months before my sixteenth birthday. | thought she was
going to kill me that night.

| couldn’t even lift my arm. | couldn’t get dressed. | was covered. | was sore and | was
in pain. | had big marks down my face and marks on my arms and my back, but | was
more upset about the badminton racquet. The next morning, my sister helped me to
get dressed because | couldn’t lift my arm. Every morning, our mother would stay in
bed and we needed to take her up tea and toast. If there was something wrong with it,
we would be sent back down to make another tea and toast until she was happy with
it. We were all ready for school and she shouted, “Where's the [SRIJ bastard?”
She shouted, “Get fucking up here."- was lying in the bed, not moving. She
asked me where | was going and | told her that | was going to school. She said, “You're
not going to fucking school to get me the fucking jail. Get those clothes off, you're

going nowhere.”

As soon as she said that to me, it was like a penny dropping. | didn’t know until that
day that she wasn’t allowed to hit me like that. | realised that she wasn't allowed to do
that to me. | had thought my whole life that she was allowed to do that to me. That was
the very last time that she hit me. Just before | left home, she tried to do it again. She
flicked a spoon and the mashed potato hit the door. It was sliding down the door and
| laughed. It was probably nerves. She said, “And it was you who done it.” | knew what
had happened and whatever it was, it was my sister who had done it. | wasn’t going
to tell her that.
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another child walking about Iike That would be sad. That could have been my
daughter.

106. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Dated.. ?\QD ? % ] L. T —
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