Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

RFJ

Support person present: Yes.

My name is N ' dte of birth is I

1947. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My mother's name was |||} I and my father was called || N
I iy sister I vas four years older than me and my sister

I v 25 three years younger than me. [l always had to look after me. |
was a difficult child. We lived in Govan. My father was a seaman. He was in the
merchant navy and he was away a lot. We stayed mostly in single ends which were
one bedroomed houses where we slept and lived in the one room. Some of them
had outside toilets. Sometimes we were fortunate and had an inside toilet.

We were quite poor. | think my mother found it difficult to manage us as most people
did in those times. My mother’s health wasn’t great and she was in and out of
hospital quite a lot. She had been ill as a child and she was left with a lot of
weaknesses. | believe she suffered from heart disease. She coped quite well for
somebody with her condition. She was a very loving woman and quite gentle. She
struggled with my dad being at sea all the time and having us as young children.

Other family members lived nearby. | remember family gatherings at my gran’'s and
the children would be sent to a different room to play. We also played in old buildings
which used to be wash houses. We cleaned them out and made wee houses. | fell
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That night in bed | couldn’t lie on my arm because it was so sore and | had to lie on
my other side. | couldn'’t lift my arm up and | couldn’t use it to get dressed the
following morning. It was just hanging. We went home not long after that incident.

One night | was being punished for something and | was sent to my dorm. | missed a
meal because of this. During the night | was crying and one of the staff members
who had come around to check on us asked me what was wrong. | told her that |
was hungry and she brought me a half slice of bread folded into a quarter. Matron
came in and caught me eating it. She stuffed it down my throat. | remember her nails
scratching the back of my throat. It was horrible. | just kept crying. All | did in that
place was cry.

One day we were out walking in the country and the children were picking brambles.
This was within walking distance of the home. We used to get a freshly laundered
hankie every day and | put all my brambles in my hankie. One of the other children
told me that | was going to get into trouble because the juice from the brambles had
stained the hankie. | remember being terrified and thinking that the matron was going

to get me again.

Leaving Rhu Home

| don’t remember leaving Rhu, | just remember being at home again. My granny
noticed there was something wrong with my arm and | have been told that my mum
took me to the doctor about it and that it had been pulled out of the socket. My mum
asked me what had happened to my arm and | told her but | think || l| save her
more details. My shoulder was dislocated and somebody pushed it back in but | don’t

remember who.

| went to a home in Largs after | left Rhu and | shared a dorm with my sister

-_ Secondary Institutions - to be published later

think | was there for three or four weeks because my mum wasn’t well again.
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40.

41.

Lessons to be Learned

| am just hoping that by speaking about my experience that lessons will be learned
and people won't suffer like we did. It is hard, though, to make individuals act like

humans. People in authority should be taught how to look after children in care and
treat children like they would like their own children to be treated. Just because you
are a child doesn’'t mean you don'’t have feelings and you don’t suffer pain and hurt
which you carry through the rest of your life. This affects the kind of parent you are.

| hope the inquiry can achieve an awareness of the damage. | don’t think staff like
the matron should be left in control for the period of time that she was. She knew she
had total control of the home for as long as she wanted. She was in control of
everything. People should be checked and monitored and moved about. People
should have to write reports and other people should check on them. Questions
should be asked. Children should be spoken to as they grow up and are able to

answer.

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed..
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