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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PGK

Support person present: Yes.

My name is SN 2nc ! liked to be called My date of birth is [JJi

-1 950. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before going into care

My first memories are from when | was in care. In later years | found out that | had
older sisters and they told me that | was born in Glasgow in the house my family stayed
in at the time. My dad’s name was |} but | don’t know what my mum’s name

was.

| have three sisters who are [lli} who is two years older than me, and ||l
and [JJlij who are twins and who are one year older than me. [l died a couple
of years ago.

As far as | knew when | was young my mother was dead, nobody told me she was still
alive. She just disappeared and | never knew her, | only found out she was still alive
when -toid me later on she had met her at one point.

It was also only later that | found out my sisters and | were all put into care because
my father couldn’t cope with us. Dad was a slater and a plasterer and worked for a
big company and travelled about a bit. Apparently we had been staying with my
granny, his mother, because he was also an alcoholic. Eventually he died with the
drink.
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She didn't live at Lagarie, but she did stay overnight as part of her duties. If Liz was
on, she was on by herself and she would give us sweeties sometimes. She never

shouted or bawled at us, she was a quiet woman.

There was a gardener, who lived in the cottage ||| I but !

don’'t know what the rest of the staff were called. All | knew is that they came from
outside to work and Matron and the gardener were the only ones that stayed.

Routine at Lagarie House
First day

| went into care at Lagarie in 1951 and my first memories are from when | was about
five.

Momings and bedtime

At first | was in the nursery just inside the front door and then when | was five or six |
was moved into the dormitory up the big teak stairs. There were four beds in that
dormitory and the other boys in it were about six or seven years of age. | remember

two of them were brothers calledjifjand |l They were good guys.

After that | moved to the dormitory next to the arch and the toilets. | was in there for
about a year. The last one | was in was the big one up the windy stairs, which had at
least ten beds in it.

There were always dim lights on in the corridors so that any of us could go to the toilet
during the night if we had to.

We were woken in the morning by one of the staff, usually between six and seven
o'clock. We would all have to get washed and dressed and make our beds before we
went down for breakfast at eight. The staff changed the sheets on our beds every so
often, but we had to make them and they were quite strict about how we did that. They

4















48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

A doctor came to the home every so often to check us over and give us any
vaccinations we needed, like measles or whatever. | think her name was Dr Campbell

and she was from the local practice.

If you were unwell, you would just stay in your bed for a few days and your dinner
would be brought up to you. Sometimes the doctor would be called in, it just depended
what was wrong with you.

| used to be quite bad with warts on my hands and a runny nose and | would get sores
around my nose. The Matron used to put iodine on them. It was very painful and the
colour of the iodine would make them stand out to the other kids. It was humiliating.

Religious instruction

In front of the school was a big church where we went to Sunday School every week
while the Matron went to church. If we were caught talking in church after Sunday
School it would get back to the Matron and we’d be in trouble. We'd either be put in a
room for a while or she would wallop us on the back of the head.

Work

| used to like gardening and would often help out the gardener,
There was a big greenhouse and | would help with the tomatoes or | would do some
digging, usually on a Saturday or Sunday morning. The Matron never knew anything
about it because | didn't tell her.

Sometimes the older children also had to wash the dishes, dry them and put them
away and then sweep up afterwards. Everybody had to take turns doing it, although

nobody liked doing it.

Birthdays and Christmas
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Another punishment if you'd done something wrong was Matron used to make you go
and stand at the bottom of your bed with nothing on. | remember being made to do
that when | was in the big dormitory at the top of the wee stairs. | was left standing
naked at the end of my bed for a couple of hours and wasn't allowed to move. That

happened three or four times to me.

| used to struggle against her holding my head under the water when she was bathing
me. Sometimes | swore at her and she used to shove the carbolic soap in my mouth
and make me bite down on it and tell me it was to clean my mouth out. | saw her doing
that to a couple of other kids as well.

If anyone was in the garden with Mrand they did anything wrong he would
give them a clout on the back of the head. | got on alright with him because | used to
help him in the garden and | used to think he was okay until he gave me a clout one
time across the back of my head. He had hands like shovels and it was sore.

My sister [JJlhas told me when we were older that she was sexually abused while
she was at Lagarie. | don't know who did it and | wasn’t aware of it at the time, but
she said that someone had touched her private parts. | was never aware of anything
like that happening while | was there.

Reporting of abuse at Lagarie House

| knew that | couldn’t say anything about what the Matron was like because it would
just make things worse for me. | think most of the other kids would have felt the same.
| was just too scared to say anything to anybody. | didn’t think anybody would believe
me if I'd told them what the Matron was like.

Although Liz was nice and | might have been tempted to tell her what the Matron was

like, | never did. | was too scared. | don’t know whether she would have known herself

how Matron treated us.
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The police got back in touch with me later by phone and told me that there was not
much more they could do because all the people involved were dead.

Records

| tried to get my records from Lagarie, but | got a letter back from the British Sailors’
Society saying they had no details of me or my sisters having been there. The lady
who sent the letter had checked with the school in Rhu though and fortunately they
had records. Seemingly the school records said that we had been staying at the home.
Lessons to be Learned/Hopes for the Inquiry

| think the people that look after children should be properly vetted by the police and
the authorities and checked regularly. When | was at Lagarie there wasn’t proper
vetting and anybody could get a job. That's when the problems start. | hope that there
will be proper vetting after this Inquiry.

It would probably have helped if there had been someone | could have talked to,
although | would probably have been too scared. There should be people to go round
and talk to children and check they are okay. It would be hard for the children to say
anything, but there should be someone.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PGK
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