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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

EQZ

Support person present: No

My name is |aad | was known asas a child. My date of
birth is [ 1949 My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in the Western General Hospital in Edinburgh. My mother was_

I = my father was [l she was born in 1927 and he was in 1925.

My earliest memory is of being in Stockbridge. We lived in a basement flat in
_ My memory before children’s homes is that we didn’t have a lot
but we were fine. We used to just go out and play all the time. | lived with my mother,
siblings and my Auntie- My auntie stayed with us until she joined the RAF in
1953. It was my mum and two aunties, Auntie-and Auntie-who really
brought us up, they all loved us. We got Christmas presents and peanuts and oranges
at Halloween. After dinner, we would watch Robin Hood and my mother would put the
wee ones to bed.

My dad was away at sea. | think my dad ran away to the trawlers when he was fourteen
so he was guaranteed to become an alcoholic. He worked as bosun in the Merchant
Navy. We weren't frightened of my dad because he wasn’t a danger to children.

My sister | NN 25 born on | 1948. So there were thirteen

months between us. My sister-was born in-1952. Then there was
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62.
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64.

for them to let me see him. Eventually, a nurse wheeled him in and when | saw him, |
thought he was lovely. He was a big, beautiful baby boy. | just couldn’t feel anything. |
can remember thinking this isn’t anything to do with me. | can remember looking down
at him and saying, “I'm sorry, | can’t keep you.”

He was adopted by a Catholic family who lived in Dundee. The adoption was arranged
by the St Andrew’s Adoption Agency. There was no consultation. His parents told him

he had been adopted when he was thirteen.

The council evicted us from our house. My mother lost her house and | was fostered.
After I'd had the baby, nobody told me what was happening. They just came and got

me from the mother and baby home.

I don’t know if |l abused any of my siblings. | have since learned that people
who do that kind of thing can be crafty. My mother probably thought he was helping
her. My mother loved us and tried her best. | don’t think he assaulted my sister,-
because she seemed to have more gall than | had. | think if | hadn’t been so terrified
in that children’s home, | might have been able to stand up for myself. | might have
been able to tell my mother but instead | just went about in wandering shock. | often
wonder if the strangling incident with Miss Miller affected my ability to speak, every
time | tried to speak, | couldn’t find the words.

Mrs Foster Care, Brechin

No one told me where | was going. | was only thirteen. The social worker didn't speak
to me at all. | was taken to a house in Brechin. The woman, Mrs il Was quite old.
When | first arrived, | didn’t know what was happening. When the social worker was
there, Mrs [iagll] showed me to my room. It had a big, beautiful bedspread on it but
as soon, as the social worker left, the bedspread came right off. There was an eight
year old girl and a seventeen year old girl there too. | can’t remember either of their
names.
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On my first day, Mrsteft me alone in the living room with a young man who had
a severe facial disfigurement or disability. He lived there too. | can remember feeling
very scared. However, once | got to know him, he was a ‘big, gentle giant'.

| can remember getting mince with an egg in it and lentil soup. In the mornings, | got
a buttered roll and cornflakes.

The wee school | went to was old fashioned but it was alright. | would come home and
get soup and bread. | was supposed to get pocket money, four shillings, but Mrs sl
didn’t give me it. | would say that she wasn'’t very interested in me. She was doing the

job for the money.

The older girl who lived there slapped me in the face once. | did ‘tattie picking’ during
the holidays. | hadn't heard of it so | asked the teacher what it meant. | enjoyed it
because | got away from Mrs

I never had any change of clothing. | used to have to wash my things in the sink. Mrs
Gl didn’t buy me clothes even though she was given money for them. | can
remember people not talking to me. It was as if | didn’t exist.

Brechin was a small ‘backwater’ compared to Edinburgh. | can remember missing the
colours of the buses in Edinburgh. | must have been homesick. Mrs Skl wrote in
my care package that | wrote three letters home every day and that | cried a lot. | think

| was there for about ten months.

| came back from Brechin and went straight to my Auntie [Jilfs. | can remember my
cousin opening the door to me and letting out a yell. She put on a record and made us

a cup of tea.
My mother was still homeless at the time so she was moving around between various

rental properties. It took three years for my mother to get a house after the incident
with- She was separated from my dad but they weren’t divorced. My Auntie
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Treatment/support

| went back to Rhu once. The mansion isn’t there anymore. A letter was sent to my
niece from Birth Link. | phoned them and received my care package. The care package
gave me information about Polworth, the sexual assault and stuff about Rhu.
Reporting of Abuse

| have never reported any of the abuse to the police.

Records

| have received my care package which dates back to 1955.

Lessons to be Learned

Institutions aren’t the best places but if they are used for children, they should be run
by people who have been vetted heavily. | think that people from outside should come
in to speak to the children. Children will be open to someone if they're kind to them. It
should be someone who would arrive at the home unexpectedly and speak to the
children on a one-to-one basis. There should be better communication with children. |
think the worst thing was wondering if my mother was coming to visit or not.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

EQZ
Shoprclejmmem L

Dated —7//2 #2020
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