Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No.

My full name is [ iy Christian name is (Sl

but | was called [SilJflfoy my sisters when | was growing up, which became i
so | prefer that. My date of birth is ||| BB 1964. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My father was | 2o my mother was [

| was born in Simpsons Hospital in Edinburgh. | have two older siblings, ||l o
I who is ten months older than me and [Jjwho is seven years older.

My dad was a big man, as were all the men in the family and the women were very
strong independent clear thinking women that you just didn’'t mess with. That's one
part of my heritage that | really like and hold strong to.

My father was a |||} with the Merchant Navy and got his ticket when he
was quite young, certainly still in his twenties. He could sail any merchant vessel in

the UK or maybe Scotland, so he was |||} BB My mother was a teacher
and with my dad being away at sea for long periods of time, my mum wanted some
support, hence us going to her mother-in-laws house.

Our family lived in Linlithgow and [[Jilij was the name of the house. We then
moved to my fathers’ mother's house in Bathgate. We might have moved from
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Another member of staff | remember was (Sl Who was from Helensburgh. She
was connected to something that happened to a boy at Lagarie that | wasn't
particularly happy about, in fact | still hate her for it. She caused the boy to get hit.

It was when the Barrie's were at Lagarie and we were all getting ready for school one
morning. One of the younger boys was all excited because he had won a coconut at
the circus the weekend before. He was outside our room hitting the coconut off a cast
iron radiator to try and break it open. There was a crowd of us watching him and
laughing but he ended up breaking the radiator and water started coming out of it. [gail}
&l vas there and had been laughing at him with everyone else but then she
disappeared and didn’t come back up. Mrs Barrie came back up though and we knew
instantly that we were all in trouble.

Mrs Barrie came up to us and just hit that boy. Everyone was so stunned that we
couldn’t speak. Another staff member, Heather was also there and she told us to go
to our rooms and get ready for school. Mrs Barrie only hit him the once, she used the
back of her hand and hit him right across his face. It was awful and it was in front of
everyone. That was the first time | saw Mrs Barrie hit anyone. She was so full of rage
and anger and hate and that was towards a boy who was only about six or seven years
old. | don't remember the boy’s name. | blame G} she told Mrs Barrie and
she caused the poor boy to get hit.

I remember Heather working there, she’s actually a distant relative, she was quite
friendly with my sister [} There must have been others working there as well, | just
can’t remember them now. There was possibly as many as six staff in total.

More recently | have done some research into our family background through voting
records at the National Library. | discovered the Barrie's and maybe another six names
that | knew of, were resident at Lagarie when we were living there.

There were cottages in the grounds as well and that's where the Barrie’s lived when
they came. There was possibly a gardener’s cottage as well. I'm not sure who lived in
all the cottages but I'm pretty sure the Barrie’s lived in one.
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wish. You have control over that and this control in that situation was abuse. It was
abuse, manipulation, control and power, and it was wrong.

That abuse was by people that were in a position to help and to understand how to
bring up these children, who were already probably damaged, and they just didn’t do
it. It's such a simple thing, you just give them love. You can spend a lifetime trying to
undo that kind of damage.

| don’t know who was responsible for the decisions that were made surrounding us
going into care, but there are certain distant relations, on both my mothers and fathers
side of the family that | just cannot forgive for it. | also can't forgive the authorities for
not stepping in at Lagarie. | never saw an inspector, there was nothing, there was
nobody to speak to and nobody did a thing. There was no after care, my sister was
left on her own and | cannot forgive that.

My sisters, -and - have both approached the Inquiry and both are giving
statements regarding their experiences. We have since spoken to one another about
our time in care and openly shared our memories. These have been the first times we
have all spoken about Lagarie in such depth and it has been far more intense. It's
been extremely difficult for all of us and it has caused us much pain. | still feel so angry
about the situation, so far down the line, and my sisters are the same. We all feel
Lagarie should be named and shamed and that the British Sailors Society needs to be
held accountable.

Other information

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PTH

£ N . i i



