Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is G VY date of birth is || 1965. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| grew up in the Isle of Mull. | was born in the back bedroom in |||l R
Tobermory. My dad was a sailor in the merchant navy. My mum was an alcoholic
and hid bottles of whisky in the bath when she was doing her washing.

My mum is || !t's 2 oaclic name. My dad was || R
B They were married on the same day as my birthday, | llof

I | had four siblings. [l was the oldest, he was one year older than me.
My younger sister [JJlllis about a year and a half younger than me. [JJJijis about
four years younger and [JJjfjis about a year younger than him.

I went to the little school in Tobermory. It's a café now for tourists. There’s a big high
school been built too. | went to the high school too, | remember because | won one
of the races and got a chocolate bar. My dad said we were never at school there but
| can remember it and my mum can remember it. | can’t remember the name of the

schools. We went to Sunday school too, although my mum was always drunk.

| remember my mum battering me all the time. We all got battered because she was
drunk and wanted peace. My granny lived in a caravan about half a mile away, up in
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

With my brain injury | have some long term and short term memory loss, but | can
remember more about Lagarie than Kippen House. Just before he passed away my
brother [l 9ave me a phone call. We spoke for about an hour. He remembers

everything, dates, times, days, everything.

No family visited us there. | think my dad was fighting with the courts at the time. In
the sixties the mum automatically got the kids. Because he was in the merchant navy
and Lagarie was a British Sailor Society children’s home, my dad had words with
them and the courts. Suddenly we were all moving down to Helensburgh.
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Leaving Kippen House Children’s Home, Dunning

| didn’t know | was leaving Kippen House. A social worker came and took us and told
us we were going for a drive. It was a long drive. We went to Lagarie Children’s

Home in Helensburgh.
Lagarie House Children’s Home, Helensburgh

We went through a gate and saw this huge white house. From the gate it was about
four hundred yards to the front door. It was beautiful, there were rhododendrons,

swings and a big rock. There was a gardeners hut at the side.
Routine at Lagarie House Children’s Home, Helensburgh
First day

Me being me, | jumped out of the van and kids were playing on the grass. | saw a
bow and arrow and picked it up and shot it at a member of staff. That was my first
recollection of getting battered. It was a female staff member and she slapped me
about the back of the head saying | was a naughty boy. | thought, ‘I'm just playing’. |
had been there for five minutes. This was Lagarie. | think the member of staff that hit
me was R ' couldn’t remember her name but my brother told me on
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Mr and Mrs Barrie ran Lagarie. It was Mrs Miller before them. [ SIIIGNG V2s 2
member of staff. She was an angel. I'm still in contact with her today. There was an
old lady called Barbara. She drove up in a gold beetle car. She was as mad as a
hatter, but lovely. We would hear her coming up the stairs because we were having
a carry on but she was so slow we were sleeping by the time she got to our room.
Mary Chambers was one of the cleaners. She became a member of staff. When you

were ill she brought you sweeties and told you to hide them under your pillow.

If the Barrie’s were on there would be four or five others on duty. |Gl vas 2
big woman, but lovely too. There were about twenty members of staff there over the
years. There was one guy, [l but that was near the end of our stay.
There were about twenty to thirty children in the home. There were others that came
in, but they weren't there that long and went away again. The ages were from -’s

age to about sixteen, then they all disappeared.
Mornings and bedtime

In the morning you got up and made your bed, put your school clothes on and went
down to the dining room for breakfast. A staff member put the dorm light on and told
you to get up. We had a school uniform. We had separate little lockers in the small
bedroom. In the big room there were massive wardrobes built in across the wall with
massive shelves. Your name was on a shelf. The lockers had your school clothes
and play clothes in them. You had no other personal possessions. You only had toys
at Christmas but you left them in the playroom and everybody played with them.

After breakfast Mrs Barrie would give us all chores to do, two to do the washing up,
two to dry the dishes, tidying the rooms, hoovering the floor. Between the ages of

seven and twelve | could sew, knit, darn, be a waiter, everything.
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but you just kept singing. We went out a few times a month to city missions all over
the place, Glasgow, Falkirk and Edinburgh. The perk was a sausage supper on the

way home.

Sometimes [Nl came to the choir because she was a Christian and she
played the guitar and could sing. She had a beautiful voice. Mrs Barrie came
sometimes. She sang but she was terrible. She thought she was excellent.

Every year we went to Arbroath for two weeks. | thought we were going on holiday
but we were singing there during the Christian convention. We got the use of one of
their halls to sleep in. We sang every night. | loved the two weeks there because it
was always sunny. We got money every day to spend. Mr Barrie had a big bag of
money and he would ask how much you wanted because you had saved up sixty
pound. I'd ask for a fiver but he would say | wasn't getting that and gave me two
pounds. Mr Barrie said we'd saved so much as you got pocket money and some was
put away to save and sometimes your dad would leave you money. That was the

only holiday, every year.
Birthdays and Christmas

The date of my birthday was right, | know that because it's my parents anniversary,
I O vy first birthday there they gave me a cake with seven
candles on it. | said | was eight but they told me | was seven. The cake came out at
tea time, after school. | never ate cake but everyone else ate it. They sang happy
birthday and you didn’t have to do any chores. There was no present, just the cake.

We got things from our parents when they eventually came.

Christmas was wonderful in Lagarie, like Hogwarts, the castle in Harry Potter.
Christmas trees all over the place, lights everywhere, a sixteen foot Christmas tree in
the hall. | sneaked down at night and sat between three trees and stared at the

lights. There was a Christmas dinner.
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up on the Saturday and they would say, “You've got a sore head, back to bed”, and
you wouldn’t get any pocket money that week. So | got used to thinking | better not
say anything when | had a sore head because I'd get no pocket rhoney. | can’t
remember ever seeing a dentist.

It was the summer time when | got the migraines. My nose was always blocked but
they didn’t give me any medicine. It was found out that | had sinus problems later on
in life. That's what caused my meningitis. | had a blocked nose and | was in a hot
country, America, and | just kept fainting and it seeped through into my skull.

Every few months the doctor was there to see someone. His house was just along
the road. We would pass it when we went to Helensburgh on a Saturday to spend

our pocket money. He had a lovely big house at the front, looking over the sea, but
he came to the home.

One time when | was eleven or twelve | had to go to the ear, nose & throat hospital
in Glasgow as | had a tooth growing at the back of my ear and they didn’t know how
it got there. So | was there for a couple of weeks. Mrs Barrie visited me twice a week

and brought me sweets. | never got them though, they were shared with everyone.

If you split your head they got so worried. | did it once, when | walked into a wall.
They had a little dispensary and bandaged me. | never saw a doctor, it just healed
on its own. It wasn't in my files. My older brother had my files. We fell out for a few
years and | think he might have burnt them. | had seen them, but when he died and
we were clearing things out he only had files for the || ll family and my three
younger siblings.

| was sent to see a psychologist by the Barrie’s, a Dr Jollie, because | was play
fighting with my brother-and jumping on couches. | probably had ADHD that
kids are diagnosed with now. | can see in their behaviour what | was doing back
then, but they thought there was something wrong with me. | remember in my files
Dr Jollie wrote, ‘would fight with his own shadow”, but | only used to fight with
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throw you in the shower room, change the bed, come into the shower room and
close the door. She would skelp you and throw you in the shower and scrub wash
you. | learned when | went into the second bedroom. | slept next to a radiator, so if |
woke up during the night and | had wet the bed | would put the quilt over the radiator
and fall back asleep. In the morning it would be dry but then you were going to

school smelling.

who had started there, told the Barrie’s that if they gave her two
weeks with me I'd stop wetting the bed. She used to bribe me with ten pence any
time | didn’t wet the bed for two weeks. She told me that the Barrie’s took her in the
office and told her she wasn’t there to mollycoddle kids and that she was finished
with me. Mrs Barrie was a big woman. She would tell me that | was disgusting and
shouldn’t be doing that at my age. When you were a little kid, she was very big. My
bedwetting stopped when | was about thirteen.

Abuse at Lagarie House Children’s Home, Helensburgh

Because it was a Christian children’s home if you mentioned the word ‘God’ as in,
“For God’s sake”, you would get slapped and they would grab you into the bathroom
and stick carbolic soap in your mouth. That was disgusting. Mr or Mrs Barrie would

do this, none of the other staff.

If you came out of the shower room there was a staff staircase you weren't allowed
to use. We would go past the girls toilets and down the back stairs, but most nights
you came out the boys toilets and ran round the corner and Mr Barrie would be
kissing one of the girls just after their bath, or one of the staff members, so we would
run quickly down the staff stair.

There was a choir. If you didn’t join the Christian choir you got no pocket money on a
Saturday. | joined just to get the sausage supper afterwards, but | didn’t sing, | just

mimed. Mr Barrie would touch the girls up in the front seat of the mini-bus. He would
have one of the older girls in the front seat. One night after singing, on the way back,

_screamed as he was touching her up. Two of the older boys, |
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After we met the police, | had taken too long, | was about five hours, we then had a
coffee in Marks and Spencer and she told me about three others that raped her in
the home. | know some of the older boys went into the girls bedrooms when they
were in their beds, moving from bed to bed. i told the police everything about
what they all did to her and nothing is going to happen. | found one of them on the
web. | wrote to him and asked him nicely to apologise to my sister and he went off
his head. He told one of the staff members, SNSI and she phoned me and
said if | did that again he’s going to call the police. | told Thompson's solicitors all of
this. They said they are dealing with it. The person | wrote to was |||} but he
is high up in the merchant navy so he doesn’t want anyone to know anything
because he might lose his job. My sister knows it was him, it was a big boy with fair

hair and there were only two in the children’s home with fair hair.

There was a rumour that after the sailors left, a couple of the older girls started going
out with them. A Chief Superintendent investigated the abuse, but there’s a
difference with military law and civil law and Faslane wouldn’t give them any
information. | saw the sailors for a couple of weeks while they were building the
climbing frames. | was climbing trees and things. Even before they had finished |

was climbing their ropes. They didn’t stay in Lagarie while they worked there.

The BBC made a documentary about the abuse at Lagarie.

Thompson'’s lawyers are still fighting the British Sailor Society. They say we

were hever in the home.

| saw one of the |l oir's being groped by Mr Barrie outside their bathroom and
she didn’t want to come forward. Even the cook ||l she's dead now, was
a bit of a drinker and she asked Mr Barrie to help her out and allow her to bring her
daughter to the home. Her name was || and she was in the bedroom next to
us. It was a staff bedroom, a single bedroom. That poor girl was molested for years
by Mr Barrie. He was always putting her to bed early. You couldn’t see anything but

21






him right across my bed. My brother got up and clenched his fists and Mr Barrie ran
out the door. He came back in and said, “What are you doing?”, and started

punching him in front of me. | couldn’t believe a minister would act like that.

98. Someone scraped on the wooden staircase. You could spot it a mile away.
There was ||| ] 2n¢ myse!f with those initials, so it had to be one of
us. | kept saying it wasn’'t me, then one of the bigger boys, |} said it was him.
He got battered for that. It was me, | was rebelling. Other than the abuse, the place
was beautiful. It was a bit like the Harry Potter castle.

99. The Barrie’s had their own little caravanette and they used to go touring. On one of
those occasions there was a guy who came from a borstal to look after us for a
couple of weeks. He was handy with a pool cue across your back. | can’'t remember
his name. Before he came to look after us he took us to the borstal to show us
around. It was somewhere outside Glasgow. On the drive back, Helensburgh has a
big hill on it down to the waterfront, as we approached it he turned the engine off and
took his hands off the wheel. We were all screaming in the back. He was laughing,
saying, “Look at you all greeting”. | was about thirteen. He was a grown man.

100. He had a son and daughter, | can’t remember their names, and if you didn’t let his
son play pool he would hit you with the pool cue. On his first day there he put his foot
down and started battering everyone, throwing us over tables and things like that. JJJjj

I < it fear into you. He

never got back after that.

101. We went to church once and were sitting in the back of the mini-bus after it and my
older brother started a fight with someone. Mr Barrie came in and started punching
him, in front of the congregation who were standing outside the church. You could
see all the crowd thinking, “What’s he doing?” He gave himself away in front of a

church crowd. He was evil when he wanted to be.
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Leaving Lagarie House Children’s Home, Helensburgh

| think | was sixteen when | left Lagarie. | never went into the little cottage. My

brother lihad moved into a guest house in Helensburgh by this time, doing his

college work. _there were only eight kids left. I'd been

there from the age of seven until | was sixteen. | was there with my three younger
siblings and three or four others ||| R

Quarriers — Overbridge Children’s home, Glasgow

We were moved out of Lagarie and went to Overbridge, which was part of Quarriers,
in Glasgow. Mr and Mrsran the home. He was an ex-sergeant in the police
force. He sent for my birth certificate in Mull and found out | was actually eighteen.
So | got an ultimatum from him, he was like a Sergeant Major. He said, “You've got a
few months to leave, we're not in control of you anymore.” | thought, “I'm not able to

look after myself”.

Mr Barrie had retired ||| s Barrie didn’t want to retire so went

to work in Overbridge as a staff member. We were taken there in a mini-bus. Mrs
Barrie was so nice in Overbridge, she never hit anyone. She had totally changed. |
would be up in my room myself and she would come in and ask if | was ok and liking
the place. There were two people above her now, Mr and Mrs. Mrs

was the matron. Mrs Barrie and her didn’t get on, they didn’t see eye to eye.

Overbridge is a big Georgian house but it had a tiny postage stamp front garden, so
it was a big change from four acres and woods and a football pitch as well as a big
orchard. There were about ten children there. The youngest was about ten or eleven
years old and the oldest was up to seventeen to eighteen. There was an older boy
than me, |l and his sister was a year older than me as well. There was
only two girls, my sister and her.
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The place wasn'’t bad, but similar to Lagarie. You had your seating arrangements
with the top table watching you. They had a cook. She was scary. [ZlEGEGERPvas a
member of staff there too, she came from Lagarie, and there were cleaners.

Upstairs there was a long landing where there was the boys and girls toilets, then
there was a girls room and the small kids bedroom. Upstairs again to the first landing
and all the boys were on the left hand side in a big, massive room. Onto the top floor
and two girls rooms were there. On our landing, Mr and Mrs [Sisaslhad their
bedroom. The level was split. There was like a new building built on to the back of

this Georgian house.

Routine at Quarriers — Overbridge Children’s home, Glasgow

Momings & bedtime

We all went to bed together at the same time, about nine o’clock to nine thirty. In the
morning we got up, made our bed, put on our school uniform, had our breakfast then
out to school. We didn’t have to do any chores there.

There was a shed outside and you had your own locker in it, but they weren’t locked,
you could look in anyone’s locker. It was about five times the size of a normal shed.
The play area was outside. We watched TV and saw guests within the home.
Mealtimes/Food

We all ate together, with staff at the top table. We sat where we wanted but most of

the boys sat at the one table, with the younger ones at a different one. The food was

okay. The cook was good. If you didn’t eat what you were given you got nothing else.
School

| went to Bellahouston Academy. | walked there. We had our lunch at school. You

had to do your homework out in the shed. It was heated, there were couches and a
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big, long table. You weren'’t supervised doing homework. | didn’t get much because |
was leaving [l ! just done mostly cooking and sewing at school. We wore
a uniform to school and play clothes when we came home. These were kept in a
cupboard next to your bed. | wasn't there long enough to get new clothes. | was

there just over a year | think.
Leisure time

We had bikes. We could ride them on two streets outside the home because they
were quiet roads. We could go out and meet friends at night. There was a bit more
freedom because | was a bit older. The girl upstairs had a boyfriend so was allowed

out until nine o’clock. The younger ones had to stay in.

Washing/bathing

They had baths, no showers. The first time | was in having a bath Mr [GRMI came
in and saw that we were a bit older and said, “Oh, | don’t have to wash you lot” and
left. | think he was used to washing the boys. We had a bath once or twice a week.
The girls had a different bath day.

Birthdays & Christmas

| can’t remember anything about birthdays or Christmas while | was there.

Visits

| know the social worker used to come down from Perth and talk to us in the violin
room at the front of the home. We weren’t allowed in there unless with a social

worker. This was about twice a year. You could tell I vere outside

listening, you could hear the floor creaking, so you couldn’t say anything. There were

no visits from my mum or dad while we were there.
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Healthcare

There was a doctor’s surgery and a dentist in Pollockshields that we went to if there

was anything wrong with us.
Running away

A couple of boys and | ran away once. We only got to the west end of Glasgow. We
went to a church, but someone fired a BB gun at us and it scared us so we called the
police and got taken back to the home. It was the middle of the night but Mr
just told us to go to bed and we didn’t get punished.

Religious instruction

We went to church in Pollockshields. | think it was Church of Scotland. We were told
to go but no-one came with us. We walked there and back. We could sit where we
wanted to in the church, so we sat at the back. I'm not sure if we had to say prayers
in the home at mealtimes. We probably did, | can’t remember.

Abuse at Quarriers — Overbridge Children’s home, Glasgow

One time we were carrying on in the dining room and Mr EMItold us to be quiet.
One of the boys told a joke and | kept laughing and he told me to get out. He ran out
after me and grabbed me by the throat, right off the ground. His daughter came out,
grabbed his hand and told me to run. | ran out and down the road. | saw |||
Mercedes coming after me. He chased me all over and caught me in a garden. He
took me back, round to the back of the building and head butted me. His name is
Leslie Gilmore. | don’t know the daughter's name. [Eallllaroued with him

because my head was all red, but he denied it.

Mr SENIl was fair, he never hit me. There was only that one occasion he got [}
-to do it. One time a boy and | were having a joint round the back of the bins and
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he caught me. He said, ‘| let everyone try something once. It's up to you whether you

like it or not”, and he walked away. It did nothing for me.

During my time at Overbridge | went on a Youth Training Scheme job in a bakers.
When | got my first wage Mr [GRill allowed me to go into Glasgow. | bought a
couple of Elvis records. | was standing at the bus stop with my grey suit on. It wasn'’t
a suit, it was grey trousers, grey jacket and grey shoes. It was the first time I'd ever
been in town and this guy chatted me up. He took me into St Enoch’s Centre, which
was Lewis’s then, and into the toilets. He said the security guard was coming and |
was to kid on | was doing the toilet. He sexually assaulted me. | don’t want to say

any more about that.
Leaving Overbridge — Quarriers Home, Glasgow

When it was found out that | was eighteen | was given an ultimatum to leave.
Because my dad was a merchant sailor, | went to the merchant navy office and sat
the test the next week. | failed the test so | went into the army office next door and
passed the test. It was the same test. | didn’t even want to go into the army.

Life after being in care

| went into the army when | was seventeen. It was worse than the children’s home. It
was as regimented, don’t speak until they speak, throwing me up against the wall
because | wasn't listening, bullies. | was in a room with twelve other guys. It was
hard trying to shower when you've been abused. | waited until everyone else came
out, then the sergeant would have a go, “What are you doing having a shower when

the rest are out?” | couldn’t tell him so | got forty press-ups to do.

One day we had a thirty mile hike to do then a parade in front of two captains. | put
my dirty boots back on instead of clean boots and went on to the parade square. The
bombardier, a corporal up here, told me he wanted my resignation in an hour. He

told me to sit there now and write it, so | did. | was only there for six months. | was in
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Other information

158. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this withess statement are true.
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