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the rabbit and a spoonful to me.'

She then talks about trips and holidays at
paragraph 33:

'We never got taken away on holiday. I never went
to stay at my gran's or anything like that.
used to go on holiday and _ Mrs used
to come and look after us. She had a son_

[who she names] who came and stayed too. Her husband
used to visit, but I don't think he stayed in the home.
and-were spoiled brats. They obviously

had everything they wanted and they treated us like
dirt. We used to say, "Here come the spoiled brats".

'"There were great big bikes at the top of the
stairs, which were supposed to be for to us play on, but
we weren't allowed to ride them. One time, when the
matron went on holiday, I took a bike all the way down
the stairs and went for a ride round Rhu. I fell off
and hurt my knees and I remember thinking that this had
happened because I had stolen the bike. I only dared
take the bike when the matron wasn't there because you
felt you had freedom when she wasn't there.

'The company Westclox took us out for the day and
gave us all a watch. But the matron took them off us as
soon as we got in the door and we never saw them again.
I remember being so chuffed about getting a watch from
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somebody I didn't know, and I was excited about learning
the time. I remember thinking that the matron was
probably going to give the watches toand
- We had to write a thank-you letter to Westclox
for taking us out for the day and giving us a watch.

'T remember going to a party at Faslane Naval Base.
We went there on a Royal Navy bus. I remember seeing
this big ship, the HMS Vanguard I think, and thinking
that it was so big it was going to fall on me.

'TI also remember going to the theatre one time and
going to see a movie, "The Five Pennies”. I remember
the movie because I was quite moved by it. We went for
a picnic once with the Matron, to Gourock I think, where
a man with a bald head and glasses had a place. That's
all I can remember about that day.

'T also remember when the Royal Family came to Rhu,
and we stood outside with our little flags waving.'

'"Charlotte' then talks about birthday and
Christmases in paragraph 39. She says:

'I remember having birthday parties and blowing out
the candles on a cake. We didn't get birthday presents.

'"We got cakes and sandwiches and sausage rolls at
Christmas. We got Christmas dinner, probably turkey,
but I was more interested in the cakes and other treats.
I used to stuff myself with meringues and cream cakes.
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home -- at home with her because she was old enough to
work. And again, from the records, we know that she was
admitted to Lochgarry on _1962, and on the
same date her brother went to Gryffe. And her twin
sister was already separated from her. So this seems to
be the period where the siblings are then separated.

LADY SMITH: Right.

MS FORBES: She states that she doesn't know the name of the

home she went to and she wasn't there for long.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later . We know that

she was there until about -- it \.\.*‘515_1963‘r so

a period of a couple of months. And from the records,

my Lady, she then was discharged to her grandmother for
a period of time, and it was actually a period of about
seven months before her grandmother then, again, gave

her up and she was admitted to Dunclutha on

She stayed there until _ - _1964.

She then went to Eversley, which again we'll hear
a little bit about in this phase.
LADY SMITH: Yes.
M5 FORBES: Later.
She was there from_to _
She was in a remand home for a couple of days after
an incident in Eversley and then she was again
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readmitted to Dunclutha in-l964 until -1964,
when she ended up in Langlands Park. And she was there
for about a year before being boarded out for a period,
then living with her grandmother, and then was recalled
a couple of occasions to Langlands Park over a couple of
years. And I think finally, in about_1966, the
view of Langlands Park was that they could help her no
longer and she needed some residential psychiatric
treatment. But we don't have records to tell us really,

my Lady, what happened after that.

LADY SMITH: I see.

MS FORBES: She does remember, she tells us at paragraph 79,

going to some kind of reformatory place not far from
Helensburgh, Secondary Institutions - to be published later and then
she talks about going to borstal for a couple of years
as well. But she doesn't seem to remember the names of
those places. But from the records we can see where she

was.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: She does comment that when she was in borstal,

the advice she was given was along the lines -- this is
at paragraph 79 -- was along the lines of:

'If they say kiss the floor, just do it. Do what
you have to do and you'll get out.'

She said:
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ground floor you had the dining room, the playroom and

a TV room, the bathrooms and the Matron's office.

I remember the Matron's office had dark panelling on the
walls, as my head got smashed off it quite a few times.

'It was all bedrooms and dormitories on the first,
second and third floors. I think there were rooms and
dormitories. There was maybe six or eight beds in each
dorm. To be honest, I'm not sure, but the boys and
girls were all in separate dorms.

'There was a tower at the front of the building. We
used to call it the small tower and I still have
nightmares about that tower.

'"On my first day at Lagarie, I went with my mum and
my sister ... We got there and my mum said bye, and she
was away. I can't remember any of the rest of my
siblings being there.

'I remember we got a brown tag with our name on it
and that was tied to your jacket.

'TI remember the Matron, she was about 40 or
something. She was heavy built. She had dark hair and
she sometimes wore specs. She was a nightmare. She's
dead now, which is unfortunate, as there's a few things

I'd like to say to her.

‘was there every year I was there, except
one. One year there was perhaps the
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And my Lady, pausing, I think we saw from one of the

inspection reports that Miss Millar _ at one
point.

LADY SMITH: ©Oh, yes. Yes.

MR SHELDON: And had been - for some time.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR SHELDON: So it may be that that's what had happened on

that occasion.
LADY SMITH: It could be.
MR sHELDON: He names FNCHEGTGGEGEGEEGGE - szic:
'She wasn't as bad, but she would still give you

a slap.

'"The children would all get woken in the morning by

whoever was on duty. It could be Matron or another

member of staff. They would come and wake us up and

we'd get washed, dressed, and go down for breakfast and

be outside playing.

'"We would all go back in at lunchtime and wash our

hands and faces before lunch. Then after lunch we were

back outside again. I got on well with all the other

kids. I never had any hassle with any of them. It was

just the Matron.

'After tea, we would go and get a bath or shower and

then we would sit and watch TV until it was time to go
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