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To your left, there was a nursery. To your right,

a dining room, which was a large front room with big
windows. I'm a bit confused about the layout because
I was kept downstairs for a lot of the time.'

She says:

'T can remember the lady in charge. [My older
sister] remembers the names of staff, and she's told me,
but I don't remember any names. The lady in charge was
called the matron. She was a big woman. She reminded
me of my grandmother, my nanny. She used to wear an old
nurse's hat that folded down at the back and sat up at
the front. She had a white collar with a brooch on it
and wore a big blue dress. I can't remember whether
there was a belt with it. I always remember her being
very no nonsense. You never saw her smile. There was
another member of staff at Lagarie. I didn't know it at
the time but she was [EGTENGE sbc v2s 2 vee
and meek kind of person. I don't remember any other
members of staff, other than a man who cut the grass.'

And that may be a reference to Skelton, my Lady, the

gardener.

LADY SMITH: Yes, that would fit, wouldn't it?

MR SHELDON: She says:

'There were a lot of children in Lagarie, but I

don't know how many. I don't remember any of the
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'My sister was a bed-wetter right up until the age
of 16/17. I think it was when we went back to Lagarie
the second time that I was in the same bedroom as [her].
Because she kept wetting the bed, the matron wouldn't
allow her to have any blankets or sheets. She had to
lie on the rubber mat. I always remember the red rubber
mat. You can't forget it. My sister was lying there
with nothing on. She was just lying there in her
pyjamas on the red rubber mat. I had one blanket and
a sheet and I remember giving her either my blanket or
my sheet. One time, I got caught sharing my blankets
with [my sister]. I was pulled onto the landing and
then made to sleep with no blanket and sheets. We had
to make our beds, but I don't remember doing any other
chores.'

She says:

'T remember that the food wasn't good, I wouldn't
eat the porridge. I don't remember being given anything
else to eat at breakfast and the porridge was
disgusting. I would be forced to sit in the dining room
for the whole day because I wouldn't eat it.
would sit with me. Everybody else would
be away from the dining room and I would need to sit

there. I would stare out of the big windows.

ESI o1 sit in a big chair or
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desk doing stuff in big books. She would be made to sit
with me until I ate it. I never ate it. I would sit
there in the dark. I was there for the whole day.
I think I probably did eat it at some point, but I can't
remember eating it. I wouldn't get my lunch or dinner
until I ate my breakfast. I think other children would
come in for their meals and look at me. I was the bad
one.

‘ was the nicer one of the two.
She used to beg me to eat my breakfast, she would say,
"Please just eat it. Come on, you will be able to get
out of here". I remember her begging me a lot.

'I don't really remember getting lunch or dinner at
Lagarie, I don't remember eating any food that
I enjoyed.'

And she says:

'I have no memory of bath time.'

And paragraph 21:

'I remember at the top of the stairs there was
a double door. You opened the top half of the door, but
the bottom half stayed shut. It opened into a cupboard.
It was like a linen cupboard and it had loads of shelves
with clothes and underwear in it. We had to stand there
and hand in our dirty clothes. [N38

would take bits and pieces off the shelves and give us
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I don't want to go into the detail about what happened
to him. That hurts me more than anything that's
happened to me throughout all the times in the
children's homes. It kills me the most. My brother is
such a gentle person. He would never hurt anybody. He
took care of us as much as he could. It must have been
hard for him. He just can't even talk about it. It
just hurts me so much about [my brother].'

In relation to reporting, she says:

'TI remember telling Mrs Hillhouse, our social
worker, that we weren't happy at Lagarie, and that they
were bad to us. I think I was older, so it might have
been the second time that I was in Lagarie. She didn't
ask me anything else. I think I was just seen as
a child. I don't remember telling anybody else what had
happened there.

'We were in Lagarie for about two years.
Apparently, we got home for about six months and then we
were put back in again. I don't have any memories of
those months at home. I've been told that we went back
to Lagarie for the second time because my mum wasn't
coping and the matron and (SN vere still there.
I don't have a sense of length of time when I was at
Lagarie.

'I don't remember leaving Lagarie for the first or

13
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I didn't know that at the time, but looking back as
an adult I can see that she definitely did. She didn't
abuse my siblings, just me.'

And she says that her mother called her a 'bastard':

'"That was how she'd address me in the house. She
would say things to my siblings like, "Go and tell that
bastard to get down here". I didn't have a good
upbringing.'

She says that they went in to care again because her
mother wasn't well again and they were in what's said to

be an unknown children's home in Glasgow when she was 7,

coming up for 8. And taking that very short, my Lady,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

And we can move then to page 14, paragraph €0, and
she says:

'I think we were in that children's home for nearly
a year. I remember the woman in the home telling us in
the playroom that somebody was coming to get us.'

Reading short:

'I remember that I didn't want to go home. [My
sister] was saying, "We're going home", I was crying and
saying that I didn't want to. Mrs Hillhouse came to

take us back.'

15































































10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

I didn't like Mrs Barrie and I don't actually think

Rev Barrie was a true reverend. I heard that from

Mrs Smith. She told us he had some certificate from the
United States that you paid money to get.

'I remember the day they arrived I had climbed up
a tree in the grounds of Lagarie to pick leaves to make
perfume. I had this idea that I could make and sell my
own perfume and save up enough money to leave the home.
I distinctly remember looking down and seeing the Rev
and Mrs Barrie skipping along the road, hand in hand.
They were in their 40s or something, and I just didn't
like that. 1It's a snapshot I have of the Barries being
together and I just had this feeling that I didn't like
them.

'Another member of staff I remember was
who was from Helensburgh. She was connected to
something that happened to a boy at Lagarie that
I wasn't particularly happy about. In fact, I still
hate her for it. She caused the boy to get hit.

'It was when the Barries were at Lagarie and we were
all getting ready for school one morning. One of the
younger boys was all excited because he had won
a coconut at the circus the weekend before. He was
outside our room hitting the coconut off a cast iron

radiator to try and break it open. There was a crowd of
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us watching him and laughing, but he ended up breaking
the radiator and water started coming out of it.
was there and had been laughing at him with
everyone else, but then she disappeared and didn't come
back up. Mrs Barrie came back up, though, and we knew
instantly that we were all in trouble.

'Mrs Barrie came up to us and just hit that boy.
Everyone was so stunned that we couldn't speak. Another
staff member, Heather, was also there and she told to us
go to our rooms and get ready for school. Mrs Barrie
only hit him the once, she used the back of her hand and
hit him right across his face. It was awful and it was
in front of everyone. That was the first time I saw
Mrs Barrie hit anyone. She was so full of rage and
anger and hate, and that was towards a boy who was only
about 6 or 7 years old. I don't remember the boy's
name. I blame [ZJJJJl} she told Mrs Barrie and she
caused the poor boy to get hit.

'I remember Heather working there. She is actually
a distant relative, she was quite friendly with my
sister. There must have been others working there as
well, I just can't remember them now. There was
possibly as many as six staff in total.'

'Stella' then talks at paragraph 29 about doing some

research through the National Library and discovering

37





































































10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

for it. I also can't forgive the authorities for not
stepping in at Lagarie. I never saw an inspector, there
was nothing, there was nobody to speak to and nobody did
a thing. There was no aftercare. My sister was left on
her own and I cannot forgive that.'

And then she talks about the fact that both she and
her sisters have approached the Inquiry to give
statements, and they've since spoken to each other about
their time in care and shared their memories. But these
have been the first times they've spoken about Lagarie
in such depth and it's been extremely difficult for all
of them and caused them pain, and that she still feels
angry about the situation and her sisters are the same.

At the end of paragraph 124 she says:

'We all feel Lagarie should be named and shamed, and
that the British Sailors' Society needs to be held
accountable.'

And then 'Stella' has made the usual declaration and

she's signed it, and it is dated 22 June 2021.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Ms Forbes.

Well, I think we should stop there for the morning
break and then we'll return to more evidence after that.
But before I rise, there's just one name that, of

course, you had to refer to in that statement and it's
the name She is protected by my

60
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between 50 and 60 years old. He was bald and wore
glasses. He only had three front teeth. He wore his
dog collar nearly all the time. If not, he wore

a knitted mustard-coloured cardigan with wooden buttons.
He had his own regular Sunday evening services in the
congregational church in Helensburgh. He did the Sunday
morning service in the church in Rhu. Mrs Barrie became
our new matron, that is what we called her. Things
changed quite dramatically when they arrived. They
lived in a cottage in the grounds.'

She says that some of Mrs Barrie's relations also
ended up working in the home, and actually that in some
respects they were guite sweet. But she notes that
after, Mrs Barrie's sister and husband had become the
deputies, and she says, paragraph 65 that:

'After a while [they] left and a Mrand his

wife moved in and they became and

SNR respectively.'

She says Mr came from boys' borstal at
Blantyre. And pausing there, my Lady, it seems it was
actually Calder House in Blantyre that Mr came

from.

LADY SMITH: I see, thank you.
MR SHELDON: About which we have heard evidence.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

74


































































10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

step and run up the stairs. I could hear him walking
along and I would sneak down the back stairs. I would
go out that door and then he would try and come in the
other way, and I think we were running round in circles.
I was laughing because he couldn't catch me and I could
tell he was in a rage. The next day [my sister] thanked
me, because Mr Barrie chose her to go with him because
he couldn't catch me. [She] said that I owed her one.
It was almost a laugh and a joke at first, what

Mr Barrie did to us. But then after a while we stopped
talking about it altogether. There developed an air of
despondency.

'One weekend I remember I was being punished and
didn't get any pocket money so there was no point in me
going into town with the other girls. I stayed behind
in the house. Mr Barrie called me into his office and
he was sitting in his chair. He asked me to give him
oral sex. A new staff member, Mr came in. No
one normally walked straight into that office without
knocking and being told to come in. Mr was
a so he didn't knock. I was just
getting up after giving Mr Barrie oral sex when Mr
came in. He must have seen, but I don't know if
Mr Barrie managed to zip himself quickly. Mr

started talking to Mr Barrie, and then he was looking at
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actually wanted to have a couple of boys for the
weekend, but there were none. [My sister] thought they
picked on me because my hair and physique made me look
a bit more like a boy than she did.'

She then talks about abuse at church conventions.
She says:

'We were taken to various church conventions.
I went as part of the choir. Several were held in the
Tent Hall on Glasgow Green. There was another one near
Kelvin Hall. Kelvin Hall used to have major events
there too. We were taken in the minibus or the
caravanette because we wouldn't all fit in one vehicle.'

Reading that a little short, she says some people
who went to these conventions would come back to Lagarie
having been invited back by the Barries:

'At one of the religious conventions in Arbroath,

I remember helpingput bibles out
before a service. was a naval

chaplain.'
And pausing again, briefly, my Lady, I think we saw
the document last Wednesday which suggests that he may

in fact have been a Sailors' Society chaplain.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR SHELDON: At the mission in Aberdeen at that time. But

we will come back to that, my Lady, at some stage.
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LADY SMITH: Yes, thank you.

MR SHELDON: 'He sometimes wore his pastoral outfit and

sometimes his naval uniform. He had a-on his
neck.'

And she talks about another individual, a deputy
minister, and says:

'Mr Barrie took me there and left. When I was there
I needed the toilet. When I flushed the toilet I turned
round and was standing there
behind me. He squashed me against the toilet and put
his hand over my mouth. He pulled down my pants and
touched me. I was holding on to the cistern. He
sexually assaulted me and he hurt me. He made me
perform oral sex on him. I felt disappointed and let
down. He treated me like every other male did,
expecting me to do something of a sexual nature and if I
didn't, they took it forcefully. [My sister] later told

me that she had been abused bytoo. We

were in Arbroath for a couple of weeks, and this

happened several times with in the

church. On other occasions [this individual] abused me,

he anally raped me.'

She names another individual, a Mr , and he
was a minister in the church in Rhu and he was often

inappropriate. He was very tall and 'Bette' says:
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Paragraph 130, she talks about abuse by other staff,
and she indicates -- and I'm taking this slightly short,
my Lady, but indicates that her housemother was having
at least an inappropriate relationship with one of the
boys in the home. She was 26 and this boy was 13 to 14.

And at paragraph 131 she says:

'"There was another time [that] we were knocking on
her bedroom door ...'

This is ... (Pause)

Yes, I think it must be a reference toc the
housemother's bedroom door, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: That would make sense, her bedroom door.
MR SHELDON: Yes:

'We were sure [she] was in there. Eventually we
went away, but [my sister] stayed as a lookout and told
me later that [this boy from Lagarie] came out of her
bedroom. "'

And at paragraph 132, says that she also saw this
housemother with another boy from the home a couple of
times, and says at the end of that paragraph:

'"They were hand in hand like a couple would be.'

She says:
anything sexual but he was quite a brute and he was

cruel. He was physically a monster. He would just

106



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

batter or try to throttle the boys. ©One of his
favourite things was to give Chinese burns. They were
really sore. Sometimes he would give you a knuckle rap
across the head or pull your hair. One time he pulled
my hair. Mrs Barrie did the same thing. She actually
dragged me along a corridor by the hair.

'"There was one time in the minibus, Mr was
driving us back from church in Helensburgh. We were
coming down Sinclair Street and he said he was going to
take his foot off the pedals and let the minibus slide
into the water. We were terrified. I remember I was
sitting on the floor because there weren't enough seats.
We were all screaming. I told him he was crazy. He
would speed up and say we were going into the water. At
the last minute he would Jjerk the steering wheel. He
did it several times. I think the boys got wise to it,
and they started walking home from church. I think
eventually we told Mr Barrie about it. The Barries then

took a dislike to B

And pausing, my Lady, in fact the Barries in effect

seemed to have tried to get sacked, and the

matter went to an industrial tribunal. We have a copy

of that, and we may look at some of that tomorrow.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: Ultimately, there were allegations against the
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A C

eSOl - f physical abuse, allegations which, in the

event, the tribunal did not accept. But they didn't
accept the Barries' version of events as to the
suitability of for their employment.

But it certainly supports the view that the Barries

took a dislike of some sort, and for some reason, to the

She says, paragraph 135:

'I saw other female staff members kissing the boys,
so it wasn't just Mr Barrie doing it. There was
a senior member of staff who had a well-known affair
with another girl in the home. Their relationship was
more than just holding hands. They were very intimate.'

Reading short, she says she was probably about 10 or
11 at that time, not any older, and this member of staff
was probably in his late 30s:

'They would often go up to the woods together.’

She says, again, reading short, that this girl had
obviously secured his affections:

'One day his wife must have got wind of it and was
enraged. She threw a hoover over from the landing to
the floor below. I was told it was because she had
found out.'

She describes an incident in paragraph 136 where

this member of staff and the girl are seen lying in
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I know there are good people out there who are

listening

past. Th

, and [we] are aware of what has gone on in the

is will all help to make it safer for children

in the future going into residential care.

'There need to be more safeguards implemented for

children

in residential care, in particular, outlets for

children to go and talk to an adult in a safe place

where they can feel assured there will be no

repercuss

deal with

ions. The nominated person may not necessarily

what the child says, but as long as it didn't

get back to whoever the complaint was about.’

She says:

'When
involving
'One
not to sp
She s
'The
other chi
But t
thg -
LADY SMITH:
MR SHELDON:
LADY SMITH:

MR SHELDON:

GAD-SPO were at Lagarie, something went on

the police and there [were] press.

day we came back from schocl and we were told
eak to the press.'

ays:

police never came to speak to me or any of the
ldren.'

his may be a reference again, my Lady, to

To the tribunal case.
-- tribunal matter, yes.
Yes.

She says, paragraph 189, that she tried to
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never had any visitors.

She says at paragraph 197:

'I am so pleased that we have had this chance to
talk about my experiences. I hope something comes of
everything I have said.'

And she has made the usual declaration, my Lady, and
the statement was signed in 2019.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Well, I have three more names to add to my

General Restriction Order list, people who can't be

identified as mentioned in our evidence outside of this

and a Mr . I think that was everybody.

Well, I'll rise now, and maybe we can start again by
2.10. Thank you very much.
(1.15 pm)
(The luncheon adjournment)
(2.10 pm)
LADY SMITH: Good afternoon.
Now, Ms Forbes, I think we have a witness who's
ready for us, do we?
MS FORBES: We do, my Lady. The next witness is a witness
who's called Heather Le Sommer.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

127



















































10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

looking for a venue.

LADY SMITH: I see, yes.

ZA. And my friend who's in the bridge club said, 'Yeah, but
they'd need to pay for it', meaning they wouldn't get
the room for nothing.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hmm, mm-hmm, I can see that.

MS FORBES: Heather, you tell us that there were the six
nursery nurses, including you when you were there, and
you give us the names of the people that you worked
alongside. And you say that one of them, Sheila, was
only there for a short period of time, and somebody
calledtook over from her.

A. Yes.

Q. So she replaced her?

A. Can I just say, I've got the name wrong on that.

LADY SMITH: Well, tell us what it is.

A. It wasn't Gardiner. It was Lawson.

MS FORBES: Right, okay, so Sheila Lawson.

A. Sheila, yes.

Q. That's fine.

You also say there were domestic staff who did the
cleaning, the cooks. The gardener we've mentioned.
You've named him there as 'Mr Skelton', and you said he
had an apprentice?

A, Yes.
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And you say, Heather, that the softness in the rooms all
went with those changes?

Yes.,

The next thing you talk about, Heather, at paragraph 42,
is she moved the older girls' bedroom to the tower.

I take it that had been on the second floor before, had
it?

Yes.

So it was moved to the tower, and that was where your
bedroom was situated?

Yes, that's correct.

And then she moved you from your room, and then you had
to share a room with another member of staff?

Yes.

And up until that peint, had you had to share a room
with another member of staff?

None of us shared a room.

Okay, and I think you make the point in your statement
that there were plenty of rooms?

Yes.

There wasn't a need to be sharing for staff?

No.

But you also tell us that your old room in the tower was
given to a new member of staff, called

Yes.
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Yes. You tell us then, Heather, about changes that the
Barries made that impact staff from paragraph 50, and we
talked about the situation when Mr and Mrs Smith were
there, and how each day you might have a different group
of children to look after. But when the Barries came,
you tell us they changed that, and they allocated
members of staff to specific ages of children to look
after. So there wasn't this rota system around the
groups anymore?

No.

And you were allocated the older boys?

Yes.

And you say was allocated the older
girls?

Yes.

But again, you say older, but these were about 10 or 117
Yes.

And this was a significant change to the way that you'd
been working at the home, and the other members of staff
had been working?

Yes.

And you tell us that that was one of the main things
that annoyed you about the changes they made. And can
you tell us a bit more about that; what was it that you

didn't like?
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moved into sharing a room with a staff member you didn't
know?
Yes.,
And we've talked about that not being the case when
Mrs Smith was there.

You tell us, Heather, that you obviously kept
a diary during that period.
Mm—hrmm.
And you've got some entries. One relates to you saying
'T will miss my old room', and that was January 19737
Mm-—hmm.
And then another entry in January 1973, where you've
written, 'Work was easy, the atmosphere is awful'.
Yes.
And was that how the atmosphere was a lot of the time?
Yes.
You tell us two staff came into replace Carol and Linda.
One was a girl called Karen and the other .
And there was also a Miss Stewart employed as a depute
matron, so there was no depute matron before, is that
right?
No.
And you describe this depute matron, Miss Stewart, as
Mrs Barrie's lapdog?

Yes, she did everything Mrs Barrie said, and she -- what

180



10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I mean by that, she didn't have a lot of control, or
power.

Okay.

I was later told by that Miss Stewart had
worked with the Barries in Barnardo's in Edinburgh.
Okay.

And they'd brought her to work with them as a deputy.
Okay. But certainly she did what she was told by the
Barries, without guestion?

Absolutely, yes.

And you say , who we mentioned earlier,
she took Sheila Lawson's position, I think you corrected
the surname?

It's Lawson, yes.

And agaln you say you believe she came from Helensburgh,
and ‘s family came from the same town that the
Barries came from?

Yes, but they'd moved to Helensburgh. It was
Garelochhead they lived in, actually.

Ckay.

It was a place in Ayrshire. s dad was

And you say at the end of paragraph 65, Heather:
'"They would shout at the children, which I didn't

Take."
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A.

Yeah.

When you say 'they', who did you mean? Because we've

just talked about and PZF ?
I know was shouting at -- didn't speak
very nicely to them.

And does that relate to as well, or not?

No, it did not relate to her, because what she said to

me once was, 'You need to get your boys under control'.

LADY SMITH: Who said that?

A.

0

ZF

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: I think you tell us, Heather, that you have seen

PZF in recent times?

Yes.

And I think, just before you gave your statement, you
say you'd spoken to her about a week ago, at some point
during the process of you giving your statement. And
you told her that you were coming to meet with the
Inquiry and her words to you were, 'Nothing to do with
me, I wasn't in charge of the older girls, was I?'

Yes. That was to do with when I first -- that would be
20 November, if I remember, the first thing. And after

that. She did not want anything to do with it and was
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very cross with me, because I explained to her that when
I met Mark Daly, I gave Mark Daly everyone's name that

I worked with. And she was not very happy about it
because she said, she didn't see any child being raped
and therefore, nothing to do with her; nor was she in

charge of the girls.

LADY SMITH: You said something about 20 November a minute

A.

or two ago. Was that just last year, 20257

Yes, yes.

LADY SMITH: Yes, thank you.

MS FORBES: And this reference to her not being in charge of

the older girls, was that all about the allegations that

you'd come to learn of about the older girls and sexual

abuse?
Yes.
And I think you tell us, Heather, thatsaid

that after you all left, the Barries converted the tower
into a flat?

Yes.

And employed Mrs Barrie's sister and husband?

Yes.

And then you tell us that once they left, another couple
were employed, and apparently the man in that couple,

I think you say, was evil and made the children get down

on their hands and knees and scrub the floor with
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a toothbrush. So is this something that you heard from
when you spoke to her?

Yes.

But this was after your time there?

Well after, yes.

You don't know who these people were?

No.

Okay. You tell us, Heather, at paragraph 67:

'T believe |4 knows a lot more about the
goings on at Lagarie, but as I said, she apparently
thinks it has nothing to do with her.'

Yes.

And you make the point that it frustrates you that
people like her are not approaching the Inquiry?

That is correct.

And did you think it was important to approach the
Inquiry, having worked at the home during that time?
I think it's your duty. If we couldn't do anything
about it when we were 19, and the opportunity arises for
you to try to do something about it, then you should,
and don't think twice about it.

Yes, and you feel quite strongly about that, Heather?
Absolutely.

Heather, just looking at some more things in your

statement, you talk about the children and say you
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Absolutely.

You tell us, Heather, that the girls went on a Christian
trip with Mr Barrie and he asked you if you would swap
your days off to let the staff member we've
talked about, go. But you told him you didn't want to?
Yes.

And you say that was one of the occasions he gave you
ten days duty in a row?

That's when I had the four days off. So, he gave me the
ten days on the back shift, which meant I finished

10 o'clock at night, but was on call to 7 o'clock the
next morning.

So did that mean, from what you're saying here, Heather,

that you didn't swap your day to let [[RNJJjoc instead
of you?
No. I had everything organised.

Okay. I'm just trying to understand, because I might
have got it wrong, I just want to understand it. Were
you given those ten days in a row on duty after you'd
said no?

Yes.

Okay. So was this a punishment, you thought?

Well, yes.

Okay, I understand.

But it wasn't who asked me. I remember I was
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coming out the kitchen and he said to me |38l —
because that was, I was going to have the days off. And
he said to me, 'Right, wants to swap with you',
and I said, 'No, I've got things organised'.

So to understand, then, him giving you the ten days in
a row, did that mean that you couldn't go on the trip,
or did you go on the trip and then this was the
punishment?

I didn't go on the trip, I was working.

Right, okay, so you were working.

Meaning I was in the home with other children.

So because you said no, the shifts were given ten days
in a row and you didn't get to go on the day off that
you'd already --

No, I did.

You did? Sorry, sorry. Okay.

I went.

Right, it's my fault, it's totally my fault, Heather.
It's okay.

I do apologise.

You tell us, Heather, that in relation to chores,
once the Barries arrived, that Mrs Barrie insisted the
children had to make their own beds in the way that
you've talked about, the kind of military, army style

way, tucking them in?
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A. Yes.

Q. But you didn't know about that from memory?

A. I didn't know. I'm trying to -- I would have remembered
that had I been there, I'm sure.

LADY SMITH: Did you know about children running away while
you were there?

A. No. But I knew the children.

LADY SMITH: ©Oh right, yes. BAbout any children running away
at any time?

A. No.

LADY SMITH: Not just these ones? Thank you.

MS FORBES: You tell us, Heather, that you've since learned
fromthat she tried to report concerns she
had about the Barries to a couple from head office --

A. Yes.

Q. -- who were filling in for the Barries, and she
apparently told them of her concerns and in particular
how Mrs Barrie treated the children. But that when the
Barries returned, she was hauled into the office by
Mr Barrie and reprimanded?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. So was that after your time there?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes. Sotold you that she'd done that, but

that wasn't something that happened whilst you were

201
























10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

Yes.
You say, Heather, that it annoys you to this day that
there were domestic staff at the home who were a lot
older and may well have known of the things that were
going on, but as far as you know they didn't say
anything?
No one wanted anything to do with this.
Yes.
What I mean by that was, they were married and had
grown-up children, and although we didn't observe, they
must have seen Mr Barrie carrying on with the children.
Maybe that should have rang a bell. That's what I was
wondering.
Yes. At paragraph 130, Heather, you say you don't think
anything changed after you left, because [g4d has
spoken to you about stuff that went on in there after
you left.
Yes.
And you say, later in that paragraph, you say you're
specifically referring to her saying to you that:

'"Mrs Barrie would leather "her" three or four times
a day and she was only 3, and as far as I know,
witnessed it.'
Mm-hmm.

And you say:
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'I am unsure which child she means, though.'

So just to clarify this part of your statement,
Heather, did tell yvou that she saw Mrs Barrie
leather a young girl of only 3, three or four times
a day?

Yes.

Okay. But that's something that she told you; you
didn't see that yourself?

No.

And again, you make reference to at some point the kids
being made to scrub floors with a toothbrush, and

I think again this is something you found out later?
Yeah, told me that too.

And this was after you were there?

Yes.

Heather, in relation to record keeping, you tell us, at
paragraph 132, there was two books when Mrs Smith was
there?

Mm~-hmm .

You used to update the duty book, which would record
things like if shoes were polished and various other
things that you checked. And there was alsc an incident
book where you recorded if there had been any problems
with a child, if they'd fallen, if there had been

a wound or treatment given, and these entries would be
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Yes.

And the fire escape goes down from there?

Yes.,

So that was your room?

That was my room there. Beneath that was the older
boys' bedroom.

Okay.

And the one -- the windows on the bottom was the dining
room.

Okay and you say that the older girls' bedroom was on
the other side of that room?

Yes.

So out of sight on the other side of the pitched roof?
Yeah.

Okay.

If we just go back to your statement, then, on the
screen, and I think we were going over, I think, briefly
some of the people you remember from Lagarie, and if we
go to paragraph 161, this is where you talk about --
this is page 26, you talk about and you
say that this was the woman who took over from the
previous girl that was there, and she was the one that
got your room. You say you didn't like her at all.

I think you say that she was one of the people who used

to shout and bawl at the children?
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Yeah, well, I'm going to be absoclutely truthful, no

I did not, nor did I like , and the reason
being because they did not seem to have the warmth or
personality to be positive in dealing with children.
Okay. You talk about an occasion when was
shouting at your group --

Yes.

-- one day to get in the dining room and you stepped
into the hall and said to her who did she think she was
talking to?

Yes, I did.

But you say she was one of Mr Barrie's favourite girls?
Yes.

And she was the one he wanted on that trip?

Mm—hmm.

You say that you saw her disciplining children, and she
would shout at them, but you never saw her 1lift her
hands?

No, I never saw her hitting any child, it was just --
and even talking to them was in a manner that wasn't
really very comforting, or nice.

And then going forward, Heather, to where you talk about
PZF a little bit, this is paragraph 167, you say
your information is that she worked there for five years

and as far as you're concerned, she could tell the
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LADY SMITH: 1In referring to a man aged 60, I take it you're

referring to Mr Barrie?

A. (Nods)

LADY SMITH: Have you any idea what the age of Mrs Barrie
was? Was there a difference in age between them?

a. Yes. G colc me- I think she was 30.

LADY SMITH: 30? 30-year difference?

A. 33, I think.

LADY SMITH: Right, and you say told you that.

A. Yes.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

A. Because I didn't spot it.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hmm. Thank you.

MS FORBES: When you say you didn't spot it, did she not
look a lot younger than him?

A. To be truthful, no.

Q. Okay, but you're aware that there was an age difference,

a significant difference?

A. It never crossed my mind. It was only when we spoke and

she said 'Well, you do know she was a lot younger',
I said, 'Really?'.
No.

LADY SMITH: What do you think she wanted you to take from

that? If she said something like 'Well, you do know she

was a lot younger', what was that about?
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MS FORBES: Thank you very much, Heather.

LADY SMITH: Heather, could I add my thanks for bearing with
us this afternoon. We've grilled you with many
guestions. But it's been very helpful to hear from you
in person in addition to having your written statement.
I'm really grateful to you.

A. Thank you wvery much.

LADY SMITH: I am now able to let you go, and make your way
back for what I hope will be a quieter evening than
we've given you in the day.

(The witness withdrew)
Now, there are some names of people that I want to
mention, people whose identities are protected by my

General Restriction Order. [ids again,

_, I think that was -- and - it was just

-, yes. Yes, I haven't got the full name there.
And they mustn't be identified as referred to in our
evidence outside this room.
So moving on from that, and thinking about tomorrow

morning, what then?

MS FORBES: My Lady, we have two witnesses from the Sailors'
Society who are appearing as a panel together tomorrow
morning.

LADY SMITH: Yes.
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