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Hence its name?

Yes.

You say that originally, that's who got places there,
but later on there were other children in there whose
parents were maybe divorced, or who had been abused?
Yes.

And I think at paragraph 6 of your statement, over the
page, you give us a bit of a description of the
building, and you say this was a huge building, and huge
grounds, is that right?

That's right.

And you remember certain people that you name there, you

say there was a gardener?

Yes.
And this was |alalS ?
Yes.

And his family stayed in a cottage there?
That's right.

So he had his wife, -?

Yes.

So that would have been _

Yes.

and she vas RGNS i~ the hone?

That's correct.

And they had three children, who you name there as well?
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Yeah.

And they also stayed in the cottage with him?

Yes.,

You tell us your recollection, 'Isa', at paragraph 7
about the layout inside of Widowers', and you say that

you remember when you came in the front door there was

a room directly opposite, which was 's sitting
room?
Yes.

And then to the right there was the dining room; is that
right?

That"s coftect.

And then to the right of the dining room was the office?
Yes.

And then you say there was something called an 'older
boys' sitting room'?

That's correct.

And that was opposite the office, and there was a wee
alley, you say, that led through to a staff area?

Yes.

You go on, 'Isa', to describe at paragraph 8 that there
was stairs on the left, is that right?

Right. Left, yeah.

And there was a kitchen, the kitchen and an older girls'

sitting room?
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Yes.
So there were separate sitting rooms, then, for the
older boys and the older girls?
Yes.
You say there was boys' and girls' toilets on the ground
level as well, and another set of stairs by them.
And just beside the stairs, you say there was also
a bathroom area, toilets, and a younger persons' sitting
area?
Yes.
Was the younger persons' sitting area, then, a mixed
one?
Yes.
So boys and girls?
Yes.
And then you tell us that at either end, the stairs went
down to the basement, and also up to the bedrooms?
Yes.
So that's how you would get down to the lower floor or
up to the --
Yeah, there was two sets of stairs.
Okay.
At either side of the building.
Okay. 'Isa', you then go on to tell us about staff at

paragraph 9, and you give us the name of the woman
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Yeah.

And who was that?

Was she what was called

Yes.

But did you have another name that you had to call her?

Aunty .

Yeah.

And we've talked about her, that was 's
wife?

Yeah.

_ You remember some other staff as well.
Yeah.

You name a woman called ?

Yeah.

You say she was not a nice woman?
No.
Is that right?

That's correct.

And you also name a Mary Baxter and , who used to
e
Yes.
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Yes.

Okay. So was she similar, [aiS was she similar in

rank, if you like, to _

was before - and then when
rese, [ vert o v- AN

That's fine. And you give us a bit more description
about . You say that she had an American
accent?

Yeah.

So that's --

Sounded like American, yeah, it was -- yeah.

So that's something that stuck out to you?

Yeah.

And you think she would have been in her 30s?

Yeah.

And you say she was a big woman?

Mm-~hmm, she was tall, yeah.

So, tall?

Tall, yeah.

When you say big, that's what you mean?

Yeah.

And you also point out that she had huge feet?
Yeah.

So that was a particular thing --

Yeah.
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Q. -- that you recall?

LADY SMITH: I suppose when you were a child, you'd have
noticed her feet a lot if she was very tall.

A. Yeah. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: That might have been the main part of her that
you saw.

A. Yeah. 2And I think I probably thought she was big as
well, because you're so small. But she was tall.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: So from your point of view, guite an imposing

character, then?

A, Very.

Q. 'Isa', you tell us that in relation to staff, there
would always be , whoever that was, and
HRF on duty?

A. Yeah.

Q. And the staff all lived in the building?

A. Yes.

Q. So there was always someone. And they had rooms on the
same floor as, you say 'ours', so is it the children?

A. Yeah.

Q. Would that be on the floor above the ground floor?

A. Yes.

Q. And you say you think there were about five of them in

total?
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Yeah, that was, yeah.

And so, 1s that in relation to your whole time in the
home?

Yeah, it was. I reckon it's because I can't remember
before 5, 6, but I remember snippets up until I left.
Yes. But I think you say there was a change after about
1372

Yeah.

Things didn't seem as bad?

Yeah.

But the staff there were the same staff, so it wasn't
that there was a change of staff, or regime, but you say
maybe just because you were getting older?

Yes. And you just adapted, you just toock that as your
normal life. You just got on with it.

So maybe you were used to it by then?

Yes.

'Isa', you say at paragraph 26 that sometimes you would
get a treat?

Yeah.

But it would be at the weekend?

Yes.

And how would that be dished out?

You would stand outside 's, outside the

office, andwould come out. There would be
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You broke into it.

Yeah?
And you would -- it would be two or three of us, and you
would, we would -- we managed to pick the lock and you'd

get in and get the sweeties yourself.

Okay.

So we'd share that --

Was this in her office?

Yes.

Okay.

So yeah, that's what we did. So that was our only way
of getting something.

So somebody figured out how to pick the lock?
Yeah.

And did you do that often?

Oh, guite regular.

And were you ever found out?

Er, yeah.

And what happened?

You got beat, you got beat up. You got the belt.

Okay, and who would administer that?

Yeah.

And where would she belt you?
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Yeah.

And I think the way you put it earlier was that you were

just sort of left to your own devices?

Yeah, yep.

There were people, you say, though, that came into
Widowers' to visit?

Yeah'.

And they were members of the committee of the home?
Yeah.

But they would come in and see Mrs and they

would have a look around, and you remember particularly

someone, 'Weatherspoon', or 'Waterstone', something like

that?
Yeah.

And there was also the local bobby, who you've named

there, at paragraph 75, and he would come in as well?

Yeah.

And if you'd been getting up to bother, he would come in

and give you a talking to?

Yes.

But you didn't like him, is that right?

Yes.

And you say that's just because he was police?
Yeah.

An authority?
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Yeah.

And at that time were you riling up against authority,
really?

Yeah, I was.

When the members of the committee would come in, would

they ever speak to you or the other children?

No.
Okay. So it was Mrs they were coming to see?
Yeah.

'Isa', you tell us about a special day called Pound Day
when local people would come round and donate food?
Yeah.
So that was food donated to the home?
Yes.
And you say that on that day, you had to be on your best
behaviour and in your best clothes?
Yes.
And you describe it as:

'We were just putting on a show for the community.'
Yeah.
'Making them think everything was hunky dory and we were
being well looked after.'
Yeah.
And is that how you feel when you were getting spruced

up for these visits?
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No, never.

And you tell us, 'Isa', paragraph 79, that you don't
remember ever having an opportunity to talk with

an adult?

No.

And even when your behaviour was unruly, we talked about
the shoplifting, nobody really ever spoke to you?

No.

So you weren't sat down and asked what was going on?
No.

Or what was causing the behaviour?

No.

'Isa', you tell us about healthcare from paragraph 80,
and you mention Dr and a dentist. But you say
in particular that you remember getting to that age
where you started your period?

Yeah.

Did anyone explain what was happening to you at that
time?

No, no.

Did you feel there was anybody you could go to, to talk
to about that?

Just the older girls.

So again it was the other children looking after --

Yes.
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-- each other?

Yeah.
But there was a room, outside, you say, 's
room?
Yeah.

And you would go there to get what you needed for your
period?

Yes.

But there wasn't a staff member that explained that teo
you?

No.

And you tell us, 'Isa', at paragraph 81 that when you
started your period, you remember thinking, 'What's
going on here?'?

Yeah.

'Am I dying'?

Yeah.

So was it quite a shock?

Yeah.

And a worry to you at the time?

Yeah, it was.

But then, once it was explained by the older girl who
helped you out, you knew then?

Yeah.

But you say the staff didn't do anything, there was no

50
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Q.

Yeah, yeah.

And you just say, 'That wasn't nice'.

No.

Then you go on to tell us what happened at paragraph 94.
Mm~hmm.

Who was it then that punished you?

Aunty .

And what did she do?

Well, could be anything, as I say, slapped about the
head, the backside, backs of your legs. Sometimes you
would be made to stand with your arms stretched out,
holding books, and if your arms dropped, you got slapped
round the legs.

And so this first thing you've told us about in relation
to what happened when you got back after the
shoplifting, you say she was slapping you about the
head, slapping your backside and the back of your legs?
Yeah.

Where did that happen in the home?

In her, in her wee sitting room.

And was there anyone else there at the time?

No.

So just you and her?

Yeah.

I think you say that went on for a few minutes?
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A. Yeah.
Q. So 's the American accent woman?
A. Yeah.

Q. And you say that started from about the age of 6 or 77

A. Yeah.

Q. That's what you remember?

A. Yeah.

Q. And you go on, then, 'Isa', to tell us a little bit more
about . We've talked about the fact you say
she was tall?

A. Yeah.

Q. She had the big feet?

A. Yeah.

Q. But she also wore something in particular on the feet,
and what was that?

A. Wooden Scholls.

LADY SMITH: Yes, and they were very popular at that time,
weren't they?

A. Yeah, yeah.

LADY SMITH: The 60s and 70s, they were solid wood with just
a leather strap over the toe area.

A. Yeah.

MS FORBES: What would she do with those wooden Scholls?

A. Slap you about the head with them, for no reason.
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You say that you had some injuries --

Yeah.

-- as a result of these assaults and you say that you
suffered bruises and your pride was hurt?

Yeah.

But there was never an occasion where there were broken
bones or anything?

No.

And the bruises would be on your legs, mostly?

Yeah.

But would these assaults, beatings, they would hurt?
0Of course, yeah.

You describe 'Isa', as being the worst?
Yeah.

So she was worse than Aunty

Yes.

And these type of things went on all the time --
Yeah.

-- when she was there?

Yeah.

But there was a point when she left?

Yeah.

And you say she wanted to come back but she wasn't
allowed to?

No.
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And you don't know why she left?

No.

And so then after that, did things get a bit better for
you?

Er, a wee bit, yeah.

You go on to talk about some other punishments, 'Isa',
at paragraph 102. You said, I think you've mentioned
this already, that you were made to stand in

Aunty (giiSSl' s sitting room?

Yeah.

And you said with the books?

Yeah.

So what would it be, can you describe what would happen,
that you'd be told to stand there?

Yeah, so you'd be standing there, you'd have your arms
out, stretched out at shoulder height, where you're
holding books, and if your arms dropped, you got
slapped. You had to keep them at shoulder length.

And would that be books in each hand?

Yes.

And how many books would you have to hold?

About two.

How long would that go on for?

It seemed like ages.

And why would you get that type of punishment?
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Just for normal messing up.

Okay. You describeas being somebody who
would hit you --

Yeah.

-- for any sort of reason, depending on what her mood
was like.

Mm—-hmm.

Was that the same for Auntyor was it different at
all?

No, it was more if you'd mucked up. Just general
mucking up as a child.

So if she thought you'd done something wrong?

Yes.

But when you got punished by her, would you know what
you were getting punished for?

Erm, mostly at the time, yeah.

But that wasn't the same with

No.

And I think you've already told us, 'Isa', that if you
dropped the books you got your legs slapped?

Yeah.

So it was your legs in particular?

Yeah.

But there was also the belt that you've told us about.

And you say that that would be just for normal day
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messing up, nothing serious?
Yeah.
And you describe it as being outside her office, outside
Aunty s office?
Yeah.
And she was the one that would give you the belt?
Yes.
Now, was that on your hands, then --
Yes.
-- with your hands out?
Yes.
And I think you've described it one hand on top of the
other?
Yeah.
Is that what she would tell you to do?
Yeah.
And you say you got that:
'It happened all the time.'
Yeah.
'And to quite a lot of us.'
Mm-hmm.
And you describe there always being a row of kids with
their hands out, standing outside her office?
Yeah, mm-hmm.

So they would be waiting for their punishment?
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yan -
No.

-- about why you were misbehaving?

No.

You tell us, 'Isa', that you remember one particular
occasion when you say you got a beating from

RHJ

Yeah.

And you were about 6 or 7. So do you remember anything
more about that, what she was doing to you?

I don't know why, but I can just remember I got

a beating and I just went up to the dormitory and I just
upturned all the beds. Erm, when I was in the home

I did have a quick temper, I was guite wvolatile, so

I was forever getting into trouble.

And you say that after you went up to the dormitory and

upturned all the beds, you got another beating for that?

Yeah, yeah.
Was that from again?
Yeah.

But you tell us, 'Isa', that the staff would use

a particular method, you say, to try to calm you down?
Yeah.

What was that?

Submerge me in a bath of cold water.
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_also told you something about seeing your

brother --

Yes.,

—-— in the home. What was it she told you about what
she'd seen in relation to your brother?

She told me that she'd walked past

Aunty 's bedroom, and her door was open, and my
brother was lying on her bed naked.

Okay, so that's a memory that she had --

Yeah.

-- that she told you about?

Yeah.

You also tell us, 'Isa', that there was a bit on the end
of the gardener's cottage --

Yeah.

-- like a storage area?

Uh-huh.

And that_has also told you that she once saw
you and a few other girls coming out of there --

Yeah.

-- with the gardener, [ali\ ?

Yeah.

And she's told you that you weren't wearing anything on
your bottoms?

Yeah, none of us had anything on the bottom half.
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actually --

Yeah.

-- hitting someone else?

Yep.

But all you knew was the Widowers' home, is that right,
growing up?

Yeah, that's all I've known, yeah.

And there is another thing that you've been told, 'Isa',
this is at paragraph 116, and you point out that this is
all hearsay.

Yeah.

But a friend of yours, who you knew from school, she
wasn't at Widowers', 1is that right?

That's right, yeah.

But she said that she remembered coming round to visit
you at Widowers'?

Yeah.

And that you told her that you couldn't go into

Aunty s sitting room, or 's sitting
room?

Yeah.

Because that was where she measured all the boys'
willies?

Yeah.

So she remembers vyou telling her that --
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Yeah.

-- at the time?

Yes.

When you were a child?

Yes.

But do you remember that?

No.

Do you remember saying that to her?

I don't

remember that at all.

So you don't remember knowing about that?

No.

But that's gqguite a specific thing that you've told

Yeah.

-- isn't itz

Yeah.
'Isa',
HRF
Yeah.
So were
Yes.
But you
No.

And you

believe

you say that you did report beatings, you say,

?

these beatings by ?

say nothing was ever done about it?

say that she just made out like she didn't

you?
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Yeah.

And there was nothing about it, as far as you know,
there was nothing done about it; is that right?
Yes, sorry.

That's okay.

But you say you just gave up in the end and you say

other people reported things, even to the police, but
nothing happened?

Yeah.

So you were aware of people speaking to the police?
Yeah.

Was that the local policeman?

Yeah.
You've named hin as [N
Yeah.

And did they tell you about it at the time or is this
something that you've learnt as an adult, that people
reported things?

This is learnt as an adult.

Okay, and was that particularly from_?

Yes.

And she, I think you tell us, she told you that she
thought that the local policeman had abused, sexually
abused, her brother?

Yes, yeah.
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Q.

A,

And they were good, it was nice to see everyone, because
these are people that you spent your whole childhood
with?

Yeah.

But you say that there was never any discussions about
abuse?

No.

At that time. But the reunions stopped because the
committee changed, and they said that they felt there
was no need for these reunions?

Yeah.

So, do you remember roughly when they stopped?

God, that's thinking back.

If you can't remember, don't worry.

I got married for the first time in 1991, so it could
have been about that, around about that time, the '90s,
anyway.

So quite a long time ago then?

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: So you'd have been in your late 20s?

A.

Yeah.

MS FORBES: But you kept in contact with -

A.

Q.

A.

Yeah.
-- after you left your Widowers'?

Yeah.
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Mm~-hrmm.
Yes.

But you tell us that she died in 2009.

Yes.

And you say then that the people from the reunion then,
when _started up, there was a group that was
created; is that right?

Yes.

And then people kept in touch through the _
group?

Yeah, yes.

And you talk about- who was somebody who was at the
home?

Yes.

And you say that it was from about 2014 that-
started coming along, and then started discussing
abuse --

Yes.

-- at Widowers'?

Yeah.

So through the_group, then, you would meet up,
is that right?

Yes, yeah.

And how often would that be?
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Erm, we would meet up two or three times in the year,
just when we could all get together.

And in the next paragraph, 134, you give us a list of
names who would come along?

Yeah.

And one of them was -?

Yes.

Who you were close to?

Yeah.

And you also talk about the fact that _ S
Yes.

-- who was 's girl?

Yes.

Although you think maybe he was her stepdad?
Yeah.

That she would also come along too?

Yes.

So she would live in the cottage?

Yes.

With him and her mum, is that right?

Yeah.

But would she often be in the home as well?
Oh yeah, yeah, they would come in.

So his children were, spent a lot of time in the home,

were part of the home?
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-- you shout things out?

Yeah.

And that's not something that you were aware of before?
No.

Ty 1t?

No.

And he says that you shout out things like, 'Leave me
alone, don't touch me'.

Yeah.

And you say you know you've woken up crying, but you
weren't aware of any of the shouting?

No.

And do you know what you're dreaming about when you're
saying, 'Leave me alone, don't touch me'?

I don't. Don't remember the dreams.

Yes. And you mention, 'Isa', that when your maternal
grandparents died, your father told you they left you
and your brother money?

Yeah.

And you say you were in Widowers' then and you never got
% Jee

No.

You don't know what happened to that money?

No.

And that you spoke to about that before she
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Yes.

In 2016, and you gave a statement?

Yeah.

And you say the police were nice and supportive?

Yeah.

But they told you afterwards that and
had died?

Yes.

Or couldn't be found, so there was nothing more could be
done about it?

No.

And again, you say you went to Open Secrets to get
records?

Yes.

And we talked about the fact that you hadn't been able
to get any records.

No.

And you were told there was no records of you ever
having been in the home?

No.

But as you now know, there are some records we were able
to get from the council that have a lot of details about
you being in the home.

Okay.

And I think that's something you might try and get; is
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A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Well, we will move on now to the morning break,
but before I do that, there are some names I want to
mention, and these are of people whose identities are
protected by my General Restriction Order. And although
we've used their names or their first names in the
course of the hearing, they're not to be identified as

referred to in our evidence outside this room.

a Mr and Mrs - but please check with us about
that first. Somebody called - somebody
referred to as -, -, - - - and

- and I'm going to check with my expert at the end

of the desks there as to who I've missed.

tHE soLicITor: Dr RN
LADY SMITH: 1It's Dr . Dr . Thank you very

much. We'll now take the break.
(11.31 am)
(A short break)
(11.47 am)

LADY SMITH: Just before we move on to the next stage,

I mentioned _as possibly protected by my
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General Restriction Order. There's actually only-
-; Dr who we mentioned finally.

So we now move on to other things.

Mr Peoples, welcome.

MR PEOPLES: Good morning, my Lady. We will now move on to
some read-ins, and I'm doing the first read-in this
morning. The first read-in i1s from a statement of
an applicant who is anonymous, and whose pseudonym is
'Rebecca’.

'Rebecca' (read in)

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: And the reference for 'Rebecca's' statement is
WIT.001.001.6027.

LADY SMITH: Thanks.

MR PEOPLES: 'Rebecca' was born in 1956. She was one of
seven siblings, six girls and one boy. She tells us at
paragraph 3 of her statement that the reason that the
children went into care was because their mother died.
I should say we do have some records which help us with
some dates, and the dates are slightly different from
the statement, but I will give them for the benefit of
the transcript.

LADY SMITH: That would be helpful.

MR PEOPLES: And for your Ladyship.

LADY SMITH: And again, are these records we've secured from
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coincides, I think, with the dates that are given in the
statement.

She tells us about arriving. She's got very little
recollection of the point of arrival. She has
a recollection, paragraph 8, of arriving and being taken
into Widowers' to a dining room and seeing what she took
to be -—— -‘r who was sitting at the
head of the table with SNR and she tells us
that - is someone we've already heard
about; Aunty ,

LADY SMITH: Mm-hmm.

MR PEOPLES: At paragraph 9, 'Rebecca' tells us that there

were about 26 children in the home when she was there.
There were two dormitories, one for girls and one for
boys. She shared a dormitory with her sister, but were
not in beds next to each other, because of the
difference of age. She tells us at paragraph 9 that
children were placed next to children who were near
their own age.

But she does say that she saw a fair amount of her
younger sister, and there were no restrictions, I think,
on access between them.

From paragraph 11, she tells us a bit about the
routine at Widowers', when she was there. And I'll just

read that, if I may.
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LADY SMITH: Please.

MR PEOPLES: At paragraph 11 she says:

'You would get up in the morning, get washed, then
get dressed. Then it would be off to school. When we
came back from school, it was homework time before
a play time outside. There was a playground with swings
and a seesaw. You'd then have your dinner before going
to get about 7.30 pm. There were also baths and we had
them a couple of times a week.'

Moving to paragraph 12:

'On the weekend we got pocket money so we could go
to the pictures or to the zoo. Sometimes we'd just go
up Corstorphine Hill. We weren't kept under lock and
key. I had very good times at the home.'

She then has a section dealing with staff, and at
paragraph 13 she tells us:

'"The staff most of the time were good. There were
a few members of staff who stayed, like [,

another auntie called Auntie . However, most
of the time the other staff didn't stay long.'

And I think we'll find that's a recurring theme
that's borne out, I think, by other records that we've
been provided with.

She tells us at paragraph 14:
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'_", noticed the bruising down the back of my legs.
- took me straight to Auntie [gl8= because

Aunty [giSSE was on holiday at the time. -demanded
that something be done about it. I wasn't taken to the
doctor at all.

'Later on, Aunty came back from her holiday.
That night, a member of staff was sacked. I don't
remember the name of the member of staff. I did ask
Aunty [gSSEMl the name of the member of staff at a reunion,
but it just hasn't stuck.'

She goes on at paragraph 26:

'Auntie skelped me that night, but she skelped
me with her hand. In the early years, Auntie and
Aunty Only used their hands. Aunty [siisll did,

a few years later, start to use the belt across your
hands. It was just like the belt you used to get at
school.'

She's then got a section headed 'Sexual abuse',
starting at paragraph 27:

'Mr was -'s husband. He was the
full-time gardener. We had big grounds. Mrlived
with- in a cottage. He did the gardens but he
also did the maintenance in the house.

'"When I was 6 or 7, Mrstarted calling me into

the cottage. I would always try and stay as far away
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from the cottage as possible but he would always come
out. He would call me in, then unzip his trousers. He
would then put his penis in my mouth. Then he would
disappear into the bathroom. He would tell me to stay
where I was. He would then come back out and let me
leave the cottage. It never progressed beyond that.
That's all he did. It happened on five or six occasions
over the years. It was always just Mr I don't
know what happened with everybody else. The abuse
stopped when I was roughly about 8.'

That would be about 1964, I think:

'"That was when Mr retired.'

And then she says at paragraph 29:

'I always thought it was Jjust me.'

And I'll come back to that, because she does tell us
more about that later in her statement.

At paragraph 30, she says:

'I never blamed Aunty I always thought
I wouldn't tell anybody until my dad and Aunty [iiSlll had
died.'

She then deals with reporting of abuse during her
time in Widowers' Home. At paragraph 31 she says:

'TI could never have told Auntyand Auntie
at the time. Mr told me not to say anything.

I honestly can't remember what his exact words were, but
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really doing everything, she did say that, washing,
cleaning, shopping and so forth, from a relatively young

age.

LADY SMITH: And then looking after her father.

MR PEOPLES: And then looking after her father, so yes. And

indeed she says she did get married, but then her
father's illness, cancer, returned and she moved in with
him for a time with her husband to care for him, but he
didn't on that occasion survive.

She then goes on to say that she had -- after she
left the home, - that she'd spoken about, got in
contact with the home to find her. She said she always
had a good relationship with - who wrote to her
and invited her to stay, with - There was
an exchange of letters and she discovered Mrhad
died by that time. And after that she did wvisit, and
she tells us that she doesn't think that- knew
anything about what was going on, and what happened to
her.

She has a section on impact, and she tells us at
paragraph 44, and I'm not going to go into the detail,
but she says with boyfriends before marriage, she was
unable to have sexual relations because of her
experiences in care. She says that sometimes the abuse

would come back to her mind but it wasn't always there,
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'"They aren't great quality and are difficult to
read.'

And I think I could confirm that.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: There's a lot in handwriting at that time, and
sometimes the writing's very difficult to make out, and
faint at times. She was not satisfied with her records
and she doesn't think everything is there:

'There's not a lot there and I can't read what is
there, they're very faint and not great guality.'.

She says she remembers seeing her records when she
was in the home and having a recollection of Aunty
having records in front of her, and saw a phrase, 'Not
for adoption', in the records, and says that phrase
doesn't feature in the records that she managed to
obtain, so she concludes it's not a complete copy.

Now, I think that goes back to the point I made at
the beginning; there are probably Widowers' records and
council records and they are not necessarily one and the
same, which would, I think, explain it.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: It would be helpful if we could have seen some
of these records, but they're not available.

LADY SMITH: I mean, from what she tells us about her family

circumstances, you can understand that the approach to
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information, but again the records related to them

really say that it seems like it was _poisoning,

and it may have been self-inflicted, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: ©Oh. Mm-hmm.

MS FORBES: So 'Robert' then goes on to tell us that once he

was in Widowers', he says he was looked after by the
girls there to start with, and they had to change him
and wash him and clean him, and when they went to
school, he would be put into the laundry, and he
describes at paragraph 3 what he remembers doing in
there. He says he had to stand on and jump on clothes
in the sink and he would catch clothes from the mangle,
and he did that five days a week.

He talks about the regime in the early years, from
paragraph 4, and he says that he had a friend in there,
who he names, and he says that he was left to play with
him in the laundry. They used to play with a pram, and
would push each other around in it.

But, he says at paragraph 4:

'If we pushed the pram to the boys' end, we would
get our legs slapped.'

He says the boy was about 4 when he first came and

then he says:
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RGO was responsible for looking after the boys.
She would belt us with the palm of her hand. She would
hit us wherever she could hit. This included the tops
of our heads, our backs and our ears. This probably
happened once in the morning and once in the afternoon.
She would be shouting, "Get back up there to the girls'
end". It was a strict rule.

'At breakfast we were given a bowl of porridge and
some rhubarb. We ate out of a bowl and a mug using
a spoon. There were no knives and forks. There were
about 40 children in the dining room. One day [he names
the boy; he says he and the boy] were sitting having
breakfast.'

And he goes on, he says:

'TI said "He wants more”. We then both stood up
together and asked for more. We were told to sit down,
we were belted and put in the corner by.

I think we would have been of school age then.'

'Robert' goes on to talk about bed-wetting at
paragraph 6. He says:

'If you wet the bed, you were made to sit at
a separate table in the dining room. Both girls and
boys had to sit at this table. It was just to embarrass
them in front of the other children. I had to go to

that table lots of times. Wetting the bed caused them
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work.'

He then talks about from

paragraph 8. He says:

She didn't rise until 10.00 am. At 6.00 pm the fire

doors on the top area of the building were shut. That

was where her bedroom was. 6.00 pm was bedtime for
everyone, unless there was a special occasion. I rarely
saw Ms . She had her meals in her room at the

top of the house.

'Ms 's room was at the top of the house.
The office was on the ground floor at the entrance. The
dormitories were in between. There was a basement floor
where the dining room was located. The laundry was in
the basement too. There was a visitors' room on the
ground floor. When any committee member visited,
toock them into the visitors' room, which she called the
playroom. She called it the playroom to make it look
good. We would be taken up there from the basement to
be seen to be playing in that room. We would have our
clothes changed first into better than our normal
clothes. Then, when the visitors had gone, we would be
taken back downstairs to the real playroom and our
clothes would be changed back into our normal clothes.

This happened right up until Ms left in about
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the summer of 1959. So in my experience, this happened
between 1953 and 1959.

'"We just did things like normal boys do. If [and he
names his friend and he says] 1if he and I did something
wrong, like go down to the girls' end, we would be
slapped."'

And I think that should say:

'Then we'd be put in the corner until bedtime at
6.00 pm. This would be from after school at about
4.15 pm. If you wet the bed, your sheets were changed
and you had to sit at the bed-wetters' table in the
dining room. If you didn't get caught, you'd take the
bottom sheet on your bed and put it on top and
vice-versa. Otherwise, you'd get belted.

'"One time I was put in the corner, I started seeing

pictures. The one that hit me most was my sister.

I asked to see her and Ms said, "She's not
here". RSY would shake me when I was in the

corner. She would slap me and shake me when I was in
the corner.'

My Lady, we know that he had two sisters, one who
was quite a bit older at the time he went into care, and
then one who was separated from them, and in care for
a time. But she wasn't in the Widowers' with him and

his brother.
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LADY SMITH: I see.

MS FORBES: He says at paragraph 12:

'TI moved to the big boys' side with [he names a boy,
another boy]. We had to wait until there were empty
beds. I was about 6 or 7 at the time. Once we were
moved to the boys' side, we were not allowed to go to
the girls' side. orwould give you
a belting. Ms could see it all from the top
floor landing. She'd just shout. She never did the
belting. She wouldn't have known that the bed-wetters
were put at a separate table. I think the staff were as
scared of UM as we were.

'As far as rules are concerned, you couldn't play

outside before 10.00 am. You would disturb .

It was the older boys and who beat me.
RGO had more to do with the boys. had to

do with the girls.

'"We were frightened to death of the older boys. One

in particular wasn't right in the head. [N and
knew. We were taught boxing and had boxing

lessons from a man who used to box. It was bare-knuckle

boxing. Brother would be made to fight brother.

and knew that the older boys were

hitting the younger boys.

'There were around 40 boys and girls coming and
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and were the main staff. There was also
a sewing lady who came in. She'd make a fuss of me.
She would bring in cream to put on my sores. The sores
were caused by beatings and slapping. The lady would
bring me a sweet. I can't remember her name. I had
hand-marks, bruises, and when I was younger, nappy rash.
She saw marks on my arm first. She then saw there were
marks on my legs while I was sitting. She would pull my
shirt up and see bruises on the top of my shoulders and
arms. I suppose I told the lady I got punished
downstairs. She would be repairing the charity clothes
that were brought in for to us wear. I think she was
a volunteer. She worked in a cubicle. This was when
I was still on the girls' side.

'"There was a cook called _ She was
a member of staff. If she wanted the kitchen cleaned,
then we would brush up, et cetera. As we got older on
the boys' side, we'd have to clean the toilets,
et cetera. This was from age & or 7. We used carbolic
soap.

'For toilet facilities, there was no toilet paper.
We used newspaper to wipe ourselves after the toilet.
Usually there was no newspaper. TWe used our hands to

wipe ourselves, then we wiped our hands on the walls.
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We used to pinch newspapers from letter boxes to use in
the toilets. Staff made no provision at all for toilet
roll for the boys to use. In the upstairs toilets on

the girls' side, you would find toilet roll sometimes.

'I was 8 or 9 whenleft- There were two

otherbefore Ms , one of them -- !

LADY SMITH: 1In fairness, this is the 1950s.

MS FORBES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Toilet roll was a problem. It was not unusual
to find families using newspapers.

MS FORBES: Newspaper.

LADY SMITH: It was in short supply, post war, for gquite
a long time, and expensive.

MS FORBES: He says, I think that should be:

'There were two other before Ms . One
of them lasted for a weekend, the other lasted for
a couple of weeks. Everyone just uproared.’

He then talks about something called 'the boiler
room incident' at paragraph 19:

'When we were moved to the boys' side, we were
lifted at night to be taken to the toilet. This was
when I was 6 or 7. We were in our beds from 6,00 pm.
One night, it wasn‘twho came to lift me. It
was two older lads. They took me downstairs to the

boiler room where the --'
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I think that should be 'coal'?

LADY SMITH: Coke. No, it would be coke.

MS FORBES: Oh, coke, okay.

LADY SMITH: It was a type of fuel.

MS FORBES: Right, thank you, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: 1It's not used now, but it was then.

MS FORBES: '... where the coke was kept for burning. One
held me by the legs and one by the arms. A man was
standing in the middle of the floor with a rake and had
black coal-staining on his face. He opened the boiler.
It was sizzling. It had clocks on it. They picked me
up. They put my head towards the opening of the boiler.
I could feel my hair singeing. The man was screaming,
"Now get him in there". They put my feet in. My feet
were very close to being inside the boiler. My feet
were left blistered and bleeding. Then they started
laughing. I tried to run up the piles of coke to get
away. I wet myself in bed, I was really, really
frightened. I continued to wet the bed after that and
to get punished. I didn't receive any treatment.'

He then talks about somebody called_
paragraph 20:

'"The man in the boiler house was _ His
nickname was - Mrwas the boiler man. He

lived in a cottage in the grounds and kept the gardens.
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a billy can and carry tea for workers. - was

an older boy but to me, he was like a man. He had left

school, but he slept in the same dormitory as us.'
'"Robert' then talks about abuse at paragraph 21:
'Another time, I was taken from my bed to an older

boy's bed. This was during the night. I was made to

take his penis in my mouth and to hold it and kiss it.

I couldn't cope with that. I was taken by _
to _ bed. They bent my arm up my back.
There was _,r _and another boy of
about the same age. They asked me to suck his cock.
_ said, "Suck his cock". _was
lying on the bed. He was about 14 to 15 years old.

I was about 6 or 7 years old. They were laughing.

I don't know if anyone else was aware of what happened.
It happened only once. My brother [and he names him]
would have been in the same dorm at the same time.
This, and the paragraph about the boiler room incident,
detail the worst incidents that happened to me during

RJD 's time. _ was not inveolved in the

boiler house incident. There were five boys, including

_, in total involved in the two incidents.

They were like grown men. I didn't tell anyone about

either of these incidents. You didn't shop or squeal on
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anyone. I kept silent then and afterwards.
I eventually told Aunty [giisll Ms , when she came

He then talks about the boys' dorm at night.
Paragraph 22:

"There were 14 beds in a dorm. Seven on each side.
There were other older boys in the dorm of a similar age
to - -was the ringleader and was in charge in
the dorm. At nighttime, - and the older boys would
spend some time in the staffroom after we went to bed at
6 pm. I do not know if what happened to me happened to
anyone else.'

He then talks about bath time at paragraph 23:

'Bath night was a Sunday night, the night before
school on the Monday. There were only two baths, one con
the left and one on the right. We had to queue up
outside the bathroom. We would have to queue from the
little ones back to the big ones. There would be
perhaps 10 to 12 of us. If you had a small cock [and
he's put in brackets, it says] (penis), you had to go to
the front of the queue no matter what age you were.

I think it was_who organised this. He made
us swing until we were bumming each other, in other
words, pressing our penises against the boy in front's

bottom. Some of these lads went away with erections.
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RGO would wash us. She'd have a little feel at
your private parts. We were naked at the time. She
would drop the socap into the bath in order to have

a feel at you. She knew what was happening. This
happened regularly from when I was about 6 or 7. This
also happened with older boys. These are important

memories I have from the time was .

'My brother left the home in 1958. That was shortly

before Ms retired. I did not feel at all safe
in the era. I felt frightened. I kept wetting

the bed because of these things. I didn't tell anyone
what had happened to me. There was no affection, love
or even kindness shown by and I did
tell Mswhen she came. When my brother had left
and started taking me out, I used to cry when I had to
go back.'

And then he tells us that he didn't have any contact
with his two sisters during the time he was in the home.

Paragraph 26, he says:

'"When we were taken out of the home in Corstorphine
to school, we'd be lined up in twos. The villagers
would cross over onto the other side of the road.
However, when Aunty [ahizl, Ms came, we were
allowed out to go and see friends, as long as we were

back by an agreed time. She trusted us.'
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'Robert' goes on then to talk about SNR F

Ms , at paragraph 27:

_Ms . She wanted to us call her

Aunty. She wanted all of the female staff in the
home to be called "auntie" by the children. There had
been a clear-out of all the boys and girls before she
came. 25 children went. and went too.
Things began to change. Aunty spoke to the older
girls and said things were going to change.'

He names a boy who became the oldest boy and he
says:

'T was about 9 or 10. I was one of the oldest. One
day, Aunty [aiSSlll asked me into the office while I was
doing chores. She asked if there was anything she could
do. I said she could find my sister [and he names that
sister] for me. She said there would be no more
cleaning toilets. After that, we got jobs to do, but
they were not like a punishment. We had to tidy up
after ourselves and tidy the dining room and dorm.'

And he goes on to say that he was in a learning
class at school and he changed primary school from
Corstorphine to Carrick Knowe Primary School. He then
tells us about changes under Ms .

Paragraph 29:

134



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

'Every morning, except on her day off, Aunty
would have breakfast with us. She wanted more staff and
the rooms were cleaned out. She decided to close the
basement area down. The laundry had to stay down there.
The dining room was moved to the visitors' room on the
ground floor. The dining room then had tables and
chairs and knives and forks.

'Aunty [ENSEl was determined to close the basement
because of the stories the children told about the
basement. She asked how things were before. She
planned for all of the children to sleep upstairs and
she closed the basement. Aunty |zl used it only as
a laundry. The basement was more or less shut up. She
set up an older boys' room with a library. She set up
a younger boys' playroom. She did the same for the
girls.

'Aunty talked to my brother about finding my
sister. She lived in England. Eventually, after about
12 years' absence, I saw her. I saw her in 1965. She
came to see me with [my brother]. It was five years
before I saw my sister [this was his eldest sister, and
he says] she lived only three miles away near the
Western General in Edinburgh.'

He then tells us that he remembers some of the girls

in the home, and he names them. And then he talks about
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more changes from paragraph 32 and he says:

'When Aunty came, I was one of the older boys.
She tried to put boys of similar ages together and she
managed that. The number of residents reduced from 40

to 25. There was also a turnaround in staff. New staff

came in. There was Auntie , Auntie
Christine and Auntie Martha. RakEsell came. He

did the garden and boilers. Mrswas the cook.

'Doing chores under Aunty was not a punishment.
The practice of putting children at a bed-wetting table
stopped. She told me she was unhappy about some of the
things that had been happening. The bed-wetting table
was stopped. The doctor stopped coming to us, we went
to see the doctor, like other people. This was in
contrast with during 's time. Drused
to make visits to the home.'

It then goes on at paragraph 34:

'Subsequently I took my children there and we had
a holiday. My wife will confirm this. This was in the
mid 1970s. Auntyhad problems at that stage
because she had some black children who had been abused
by their fathers. They were from Glasgow. She also had
a number of gay boys. Auntywarned me to keep the
children away from some of them.

'I didn't think Auntywas happy with the
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committee. They were short of the money and children
necessary to keep the home open. Aunty KNS gave me
a list after I had left. It was a list of all the
children who had been cared for in the home. I have
produced it to the Inquiry.'

We do have that, my Lady, from the documents.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: 'I received it through the post. I got this

from her about 10 to 12 years before she died in 2011.
She didn't say why she sent it to me.'

He then says that there are some records from his
time in the home; they are the Children's Department of
Edinburgh Corporation records. And he talks about
records of visits to the home by persons referred to as
'Councillor', and he says that these are perhaps records
of someone visiting the home. Again, he's provided
these records to us.

He says that there's a reference in the records to
the effect that adoption was considered for him at the
outset. However, decided he would be better
with his brother.

And there's also a record of him being, having been
incontinent during the night, during Aunty 's time.
But he says there's only two references to bed-wetting.

He talks about the reference to councillors' visits
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and then goes on at paragraph 40 and says:

'"When the committee members visited the home,

RJD would meet them at the door. She would bring
them to the visitors' room. The person would put his
head round the visitors' room door to see me playing
with another child. Tea and coffee would be brought up
for them with cups and saucers. Afterwards, I was taken
back downstairs and put into my old clothes again.'

And then he goes on at paragraph 41 to say:

'"When visitors came to the home, would say
we were to be seen and not heard. I think we did
a salute to visitors.'

He talks about a Reverend and says
at paragraph 42 that he thought there was a family that
he was going to go to Australia with, and he wanted to
go, and he says --

LADY SMITH: He mentions the £10. These were people who
were known as the 'ten pound poms', once they got to
Australia, because they did get £10 funding if they
would go.

MS FORBES: So they were offered the money to emigrate.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: And he wanted to go, he says, and then he tells
us:

'T remember I was in the bath when Reverend
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RGQ was brought up by Aunty to tell me that
I couldn't go.'

And he says it was because his eldest sister didn't
want him to go. So perhaps she was asked, I think, for
permission, but he says that was during ‘s time.

He goes on to tell us about annual reports that he's
been shown, and he says in particular at paragraph 43
about the 59th annual report from 1955 to 1956. He says
he would have been about 5 or 6 at that time and he
says:

'"There is reference to thanks being given to the
residents of Corstorphine and Carrick Knowe for the
continued kindness they had shown to the children in the
home. There is a reference to interest and affection
being shown to the children by Ms
to Christmas parties, picnics in the summer and to
a high standard of hygiene and care being maintained in
the home.'

He says:

'"There were Christmas parties, and we went to
a pantomime. However, it is absolutely rubbish to
suggest, as the report does, that affection was shown by
RJD M RGO and to the children.'

He goes on:

'As far as hygiene is concerned, that is a nonsense.
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We used to have to clean the toilets, which were
disgusting. We had to clean the toilets with carbolic
soap.'

And he says:

'Dr for example, would not have seen the
state of the toilets, no one did.'

At paragraph 45, he talks about the 6lst annual
report which was the year to 30 September 1958, and the
last two paragraphs on page 6, he says:

'"The detail is about continuity and stability
supporting a solid and secure life under . The
detail is not correct. I don't believe a word of it.
Children didn't settle down guickly and securely, as is
suggested.'

He then talks about page 8 of the report, where it
says about children in the home having visits from their
fathers and he says:

'I do remember that my friend's [who he names]
father used to visit him. I used to get sweets from his
dad too. I was told not to do that. I was punished for
that. I was told not to go outside and mix with them.
Other children also said "You don't pay any
contribution", they said "Who's paying yours?" The
other material aboutbeing a mother to all of the

children is rubbish.'
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'"There was one girl thatwas a mother to [and
he names her], she took epileptic fits. We had to help
her. (RN took a big interest in her. She was
looked after a lot better than us. She was the
exception.’

He talks about the 62Znd annual report at
paragraph 47 and he says:

' retired as . This is for 1958 to
1959. I am asked about a suggestion in the report about
countless men and woman throughout the world who knew
RJD as "Mum"”. She was never called "Mum". It is
also said that the success of the home was undoubtedly
due to 's enthusiasm, careful foresight and the
love and affection she has devoted to the many children
who have passed through her hands. None of that is
true.'

He says that there was a meeting with the agents of
the trustees of the home on 15 April 2015, to discuss
some of the things that happened to them, and he told
people about the boiler house incident when he was
a child. But he didn't say anything about the sexual
abuse, nor about bath time.

He then tells us at paragraph 49 about a meeting
with the police on 28 February 2014, and he says he's

asked about a summary of what was discussed, which was
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produced by an individual called Ruth Berta, and he's
asked about a reference on page 4 to activities in
the janitor's room. And he says:

'T remember I was in the older boys' changing roomn.
There were about ten of us. They brought us in from the
dining room. There were girls screaming in the
janitor's office. It was during winter, and about 4.30
to 5.45 pm in midweek, Monday to Friday. There was
screaming and crying. To me it sounded like a cry for
help. I think there was more than one girl. I would
have been about 7 or 8 at the time. It lasted quite
a while, about 15 to 20 minutes. The janitor was
Mr . I didn't see him at the time. I could see
shadows moving in the corridor under the door and
I think it came from the janitor's room. I don't know
who was there. There was no discussion afterwards.
This was during 's time.

'In 's time I didn't tell anyone about
anything. I told ARunty about the incident in the
boiler room, but not about the other things. I have
kept these things to myself. I did tell the police
about them, however.'

He then says he has been getting counselling, from
paragraph 51, through Jessop's Medical Centre. And

during those sessions he's told of awful incidents, he

142






10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

terrible and that hindered him in life and he felt there
was pressure in his head.

At paragraph 55, 'Robert' says:

'My brother and I were able to be reunited with our
sisters.’

And he says he went to live with the younger of the
two sisters. He says:

'T still see my sisters. I have managed to bring my
family up without having too much of an adverse effect
on them of my experiences of childhood events.'

And then he's signed that and it's dated 5 August
2016.

'Robert' then gave us a supplementary statement, and
that is, the reference for that, my Lady, is

WIT.001.001.1178.

LADY SMITH: And this was just about a month later than the

main statement.

MS FORBES: Yes, it's signed and dated 23 September of 2016

and he says, paragraph 2, about physical abuse, and he
says:

'An incident occurred when I was 13 or 14, in about
1963 or 1964. This was during Aunty [gl}'s
[Mss] time as . However, she was on
holiday visiting her aunt in Selkirk, I think. There

was a black woman who worked at the home. She was
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a former police officer. She came from Falkirk, but
I canncot remember her name. She was about 6 feet tall
and weighed about 13 to 14 stones. She worked with both
boys and girls in the home. On a particular day, I was
attacked by this woman. She put her arms around me and
there was a struggle. This happened outside the office.
I managed to put my leg behind hers and tripped her. We
both fell to the floor. Thencame
out of the office. She had a belt in her hand which she
used to strap me on the stomach, back and legs, and then
the black woman put my arm up my back and forced me into
the office. I was again whipped with the belt by
SNR in the office.

'A couple of days later, I required medical
attention. I had suspected appendicitis. RIS
's husband took me to Leith Hospital where I was
checked over. They told me I was okay.'

He says later he did suffer from appendicitis when
he was older, when he was 15.

He goes on:

' and the black woman were
worried about what would happen following this incident,
when Auntyreturned. Aunty [aldSll dismissed both of

them when she returned. It was Auntie

who told Auntyabout the incident.
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'T want to add that I once saw Aunty using the

belt on someone. She belted _ She had
bought three pairs of new jeans for _ He

had ripped all three pairs. She belted him for that.
That is the only time I ever saw Auntybelting
anyone. I am aware that other residents are making
allegations on _and have been giving statements
to the police about events during Aunty '5 time as
of the home.'

And then he's made the declaration and signed it on
the date that I mentioned, my Lady.

I think since giving these statements, sadly

'Robert' has passed away.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: My Lady, there is another statement that I could

start.

LADY SMITH: Let's do that.

'Andrew' (read)

MS FORBES: My Lady, this statement is from an applicant

who's anonymous, and 1is known as 'Andrew', and he is the
brother of the previous applicant.

The reference for his statement is WIT.001.001.0081.
'"Andrew' tells us he was born in 1943, and then talks
about his life before entering care. He knows a little

bit more than his brother did, because he was older and
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paragraph 18. He doesn't know why they were placed in
Widowers' Home as opposed to an orphanage, because they

were orphans, and he says at paragraph 19 about

Ms and he says:
'Ms left some time in 1959 and Aunty

HRF came in asafter I had gone, but also in
1859,
So during his time there, it was Ms ,. he

wasn't there during Aunty 's time.

He then talks about documents that he has passed to
the Inquiry from page 20, a bundle of documents, and
that some of that is relevant to him and his family and
their period in care, and some of it was annual reports
relating to the Widowers' Home. And he tells us that,
at paragraph 21, that in April 2016 his brother posted
to the Inquiry a number of documents running to
106 pages, and that contains information about the
Widowers' Home, former residents, correspondence between
him, ie 'Andrew', and the board of trustees of the
Widowers' Children's Home Trust, correspondence from
HRF to his brother, and some medical and other
records relating to his brother, and there's also a note
of a meeting with the police prepared by Ruth Berta,
which took place on 28 February 2014. And this also

contains the list of former residents that I mentioned
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in the previous statement.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: My Lady, he talks about dormitories, the set-up

at Widowers', from paragraph 22 and he says:

'TI remained in the home between 1953 and 1959. When
I went there, I was a little Christian lad. I would say
my prayers at night, kneeling down by my bedside. I was
placed in a dormitory with a load of other lads and my
bed was before the big one at the bottom. I wanted to
say my prayers, but with all these lads there I wasn't
sure how I was going to be able to do that. Eventually
I did get down, but I didn't actually pray. It was just
the act of getting down. A big silence came across the
whole room, but I just kept on doing it at night.

'One night the boys' nurse, came in
and stood at the door. She said, "Well, we are all
going to say our prayers". That was it, lads sat up in
their beds. There were lads there who were Jjust not in
to that, they didn't like it. So that started one or
two of them pushing and shoving me. As the years went
by I was starting to get further and further away from
what I knew. I started to come out of this church
bubble and inte this home life.

'I was starting to learn about swearing. I was

starting to learn about fighting. Things of the other
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world. I'm aware now that things happened to my
brother, but at the time I didn't know what was

happening to him.

'I remember one particular boy called _

He was older than me. I was appointed to wake him up in
the mornings to go to work with Mr [galll the janitor.

This was because he couldn't get himself up in the
mornings. -was the "Billy Can Boy", his job was
making tea and sweepling up. Mrwas also the
foreman of a road squad. He lived in a cottage at the
home. His responsibilities were to look after the
grounds and boilers. The boys looked after the boilers
and ran the boiler house.

'Looking back, _was a psychopath. I did
know that they took people out of the dorm at night.
They would come up and take a couple of lads out. -
-was the kingpin in doing this.

'I saw boys of _'s age taking younger
boys out of the dorm at night, supposedly to the toilet.
The boys that were taken out were younger than me, aged
about 7 and over. I don't know what happened when they
took the younger boys out. The boys that came back
would never speak about it.

'"There were three_ in the home [he names

them, and he says] one of them,-, beat-up for
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days at the home that I wet the bed. I used to pray to
God to wake me up so I could go to the toilet, and that
worked.'

He then talks about Ms , a staff member, at
paragraph 31. He says:

'T remember one time I had a problem with my penis.
When I pulled my foreskin back it formed into a "rubber
ring" and it wouldn't roll back. I talked to
about it. She put some cream on it and
bandaged it. All the other boys knew about it and it
was embarrassing. She was dressed like a nurse. I was
off school for two days because of that. She wore
a blue gown with a white apron. I'm not sure, looking
back on it, whether she actually was a nurse, because of
the way she dealt with my issue. She gave the
impression she was a nurse. She was regarded as

the nurse, at least on the boys' side.'

He then talks about Ms on paragraph 32.
'Ms wore a uniform and head covering on

special occasions. One such occasion was the dedication

of a plague, seen in the group photograph with

what happened was that the plague was replaced with

a picture. The playroom was never named in memory of

_ the bequest was used for repairs of the
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Widowers' Children's Home. The orphans themselves were
forgotten.

'We saw Ms on Sunday nights with Mrs Bonnar
from the Woman's Voluntary Service. It was our
singalong and sweetie night in the playroom.

Ms dressed casually and watched us enjoy
ourselves. At the end, Mrs Bonnar always brought a box
of chocolates or biscuits.

'Apart from seeing Ms on Sunday nights, we
hardly saw her. We were confined to the basement. She
seldom came near there. Even when playing or working in
the grounds, she would watch us from her window on the
top floor. If we boys crossed onto the girls' side, she
would shout out her window, 'Get on your boys' side'.
Not even allowed to chat or play together.

'There is a photo on page 17 of bundle A which I am
shown. This is a photo of the Widowers' Children's
Home. It was purchased in 1911 for £2,500. The home is
on the left. There is a convalescent home above it.

The home was on three floors. The lowest floor was the
basement.

'"The boys' side of the house was to the west, the
girls' side was to the east, the infants were
accommodated above the girls.'

He then talks about bath time, paragraph 37:
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'Bath time was one of the most embarrassing times at
the home. At bath time there were two lines, one for
each of the baths. There were long benches that went
down the side. BES wasn't always on duty at
bath time because she took days off. On those
occasions, the older boys, like _, _,
and other older boys, would sit on the benches and
instruct you to stand against and rub yourself against
the person in front, or gyrate. They did this in order
to see the size of people's penises, whether it was
round or bent or whatever. They wanted to see erect
penises. When the boys were rubbing up against each
other, the big boys would be getting excited by this.

'"Then, if you'd not been too good, some of the boys
like - who had left the home and been in the navy
or the army, used to come back and introduce little
things that they had learned. They shouldn't have
actually been in the home. One of the things was the
sponge wash. They would get a lot of socap into a sponge
and then they would rub it into someone's nose until
they started to sneeze uncontrollably. These older boys
didn't actually do this to the boys, but they taught
others to do it.

'The bath water was very shallow, just over the

ankles. There would be three boys standing in each
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bath. _would count to ten and everyone had

to be out. Then the next ones were in. So you had ten
seconds to get bathed. That was even if we'd been

playing football or something like that. Ms

hardly ever came into the bathroom. I can count on two
hands the amount of times Mswas ever present
at bath time. I can't remember ever sitting in or lying
or enjoying a bath.

'There was a young man who had previously been a boy
in the home and I think his name was _ He came
and stayed in the home when he was on leave from the
army.'.

He goes on to say:

'"He would have still been a teenager but past 15 or
16. He would come back and stay and would be part of
the bath time process with the residents. Another older
boy used the boys' bathing area to walk about naked.

I don't know who he was or what he was doing there.

I remember because he had _ we called him
"-'. Ms didn't go into the bathing area

very often. If she had done, I don't think she would
have allowed the big boys to make the other boys do the
gyrating thing.'

Perhaps, my Lady, is that a time to stop?

LADY SMITH: That would be a good place to break. Let's
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stop now for the lunch break, and I will sit again at
about 2 o'clock. Thank you.

(1.01 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.07 pm)

LADY SMITH: Now, I take it we're picking up where we left
off, are we, Ms Forbes?

MS FORBES: Yes, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: Yes, just to continue with 'Andrew's' statement,
and we had got down towards page 11.

I think at paragraph 42 he tells us that he only had
a Bible to read and he loved it, and they called him
'the _' . He talks about doing badly in exams
and he said:

'"The children in the home spent most of their time
in the basement where there were no books and there was
no encouragement in academic matters, beyond attending
school.'

Going to paragraph 45, 'Andrew' then talks about
sexual abuse whilst he was a resident of Widowers', and

he says:

'"There was a man called , he was one
of the Boys' Brigade -, he lived in _
He was one of the- in the -Company. They
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paragraph 52:

'Mr Bonnar taught us boxing in the Scout hall.
However, after this, boys fought with each other in the
changing rooms until they were bleeding.

'_ used to organise this, but there were

no staff there at the time. This even happened with
boys, such as the _brothers. Boys were being
injured when they had to box each other. They were
using their bare knuckles to hit each other. Their
vests were soaked in blood.

'_ was about the same age as -
-. He'd punch you in the stomach to wind you and
uppercut you as you bent over. It happened to me once.
They made boys fight when they didn't want to. They
regularly picked on [one boy who he names]. The boys
were picked to fight against each other. They were not
necessarily fighting boys the same age. There was no
referee. It was- an older boy, he was in
charge. Some of the boys were crying, they didn't want
to do it. I never saw anyone being knocked out. This
was one of the things that caused me to go to the
police. Staff such as and
knew about the boxing in the Scout hall. The fights in

the changing rooms were a different story.
T don't know 17 R o N e
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about these fights taking place, but they were
definitely not there when they happened. I didn't know
anywhere else to go to make some of this stuff stop, so
I think the boxing was one of the main reasons that

I decided to go to the police.

'TI was thinking that something had to be done about
the bullying in the home. I remembered a police box
that my father had gone to years before.'

And he says he arranged to meet two boys at the
police box:

'That was in about 1956 when I was 13 years old.

I opened a police box and made a phone call. I said
I was being bullied at the home. There was a police
car --

LADY SMITH: Bullied at the home.

MS FORBES: Bullied at the home, yes.

LADY SMITH: The home, yes. Not just 'home'.

MS FORBES: 'There was a police car outside the home by the
time we got back there in the evening.

'Ms and the police were in the

playroom/visitors' room. All of the boys were lined up

and interviewed. _ said to me [and he

addresses him by the boy's surname], "See you, I'll see
you afterwards". We all went back down to the basement

and I was waiting for- to retaliate. But when he
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wellbeing. I don't know who would have said these
things about me.'

And he says that the records have people's names
blanked out.

He says that the police came to the home in 1956 and
interviewed . At paragraph 60, he says:

'"The final conclusion was that it was just little
boys having a fight with each other. That was the last
of it. Nothing else was done.'

He then talks about the fact that his eldest sister
was never brought to see them, even though she only
lived a few miles away, and she'd been told by her
adoptive father that they were in a bad boys' home and
it would happen to her if she wasn't good.

He then goes on at paragraph 63 to talk about the
police investigation in 2014, and he says, he refers to
the report of a meeting that was had on
28 February 2014, and he says:

'I went to the reunion for former residents of the
home in 2004 or 2005. We were in the zoo. That was the
final reunion. I was disappointed because there was
hardly anyone there from my era. Then I went to talk to
the trustees to ask about records. The word came back
that the records had been destroyed.'

And he says he started then to investigate and was
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given the council records from Birthlink and he then got
in touch with the police. He says he didn't want to
have a criminal investigation pursued.

And he then talks about the conclusion of the police
investigation, paragraph 65, and he says:

'The conclusion of the police investigation was that
there had been a systemic failure in the duty of care
owed to children in the home.'

He tells us about his life then after care from

paragraph 66 and he says that he graduated from the

_College with a Diploma in

He talks about his different appointments after that.
He talks about presenting _ And
again, that was in relation to - He also did
_on the same theme.

And he tells us then about his work, training

leaders and workers for the -, and doing-

work. And he says he retired from_
after 48 years, and then commenced_
and he tells us some details about that.

At paragraph 70, he says:

' who-home, was appointed, but
there is no reference to her having any qualifications

whatsoever. She was appointed in her very early 20s,
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after six months as . There was not
a single report fromin all the years that
she was there.'

He says thatselected the staff and never
appointed any male staff, and at paragraph 71 he says:

'The older boys thought that they could do what they
liked because they had some authority. The older
children in there, in effect, became the staff.’

And he talks about if gualified male staff had been
appointed, he says a lot of the things wouldn't have
happened.

He talks about the fact that if he had been given
opportunity and encouragement to study, then they all
could have achieved more. 2And he says he has achieved
a lot in life but feels he could have achieved even
more.

He mentions at paragraph 72 that the annual general
meetings records show that Edinburgh Council was making
payments to the home, and that started when he and his
brother went in there. He thinks that these were
supposed to be for their board, clothing and pocket
money.

He comments that other boys had their dads coming to
visit on Saturdays and would give them sweets and pocket

money, but they didn't have a dad to do that for them,
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LADY SMITH: I think you previously said 1964.

MS FORBES: 4, yes. So it made it look like he was a lot

younger, but he was, I think, 17 by then.

LADY SMITH: He'd be 17 by then. I did wonder what had

happened between 14 and 17 years old. That would make

more sense. Thank you very much.

MS FORBES: And that's when he went to Winchburgh that he

talked about.

LADY SMITH: Yes, right, thank you.

MS FORBES: My Lady, Mr Peoples now has a couple of

statements.

LADY SMITH: Right. While Mr Peoples gets organised, let me

catch up with names of people whose identities are

protected.

Firstly, we've got a list; a Mr , a Mrs
somebody called -,r somebody called- or the
brothers,-. I have already mentioned-

at one point, somebody RS and

And then Aunt Mr
who I may already have mentioned, Auntie and

Aunty falds

somebody

I think that completes all the people who, as ever,
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crying at the time. She then said that she -- she tells
us there was a mixture of boys and girls at Widowers',
from 2 or 3 years old, up to 15 or 16. She reckons
there was about 20 or 30 children in total.

She then tells us about the staff, and I'm not going
to read all of the names out here, but some of them are

guite familiar already.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: Including the Aunt who was .

And one perhaps I can pick out is that she said there

was one particular member of staff Called that she

would call ", and I think we'll probably

find out more about that later in her statement.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She does say, however, she can remember

a particular auntie, June, who was really nice to her.

She tells us that -- about the routine, or rather
layout, I think, from paragraph 8, and she said that
when you went in the front door at Widowers', in her
time, straight ahead was Auntys sitting room and
office. There was a dining room, a boys' playroom and
a staffroom. And that's on the ground floor. There
were stairs down to the basement on both sides. And
then, in paragraph 9 she says:

'Within the basement there was a laundry, a toilet,
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a kitchen that wasn't in use, a cloakroom, boiler and
storage rooms.'

And then in paragraph 10 she says:

'There was a staircase within the dining room which
lead up to the first floor where there was a dormitory
for boys and a room for older girls on the righthand
side and opposite, there was a staffroom and [what she
calls] the bigger boys' dormitory, Auntys bedroom
and bathroom. Then you could go through fire doors to
the girls' dormitory and bathroom.'

I think these were perhaps some changes that were
perhaps introduced in Aunty [iadl's time. I think we

heard about a slightly different layout earlier on.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She tells us that the girls' dormitory had

divider partitions separating it into cubicles of two or
three beds, and that there were nine girls in her
dormitory. And she tells us that she shared a room with
a girl whom she names, and she also shared a room with
her sister as well, when she was older and came to
Widowers'. That's the youngest of the family.

She said that most mornings, at paragraph 12:

'Aunty would wake us up.'

She says:

'Things would be okay until breakfast, when you
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might be hit, depending on who was on duty.'

And she said bedtime, at paragraph 13:

'... was about 8 or 9 o'clock at night. Nobody put
us to bed. Staff would come up with us, and Aunt
would come round last thing at night and make sure
everyone was accounted for and in bed.'

And she said as they got older, they moved around
within the same dormitory into these different cubicles.

And she mentions two girls in paragraph 14; these
are actually the daughters of the member of staff who
lived in the cottage.

LADY SMITH: Right.

MR PEOPLES: In case -- it gets a bit confusing, _
]

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She just says they actually were around the
house, and really grew up, to some extent, as part of
the home.

She goes on to deal with mealtimes from
paragraph 15. She says:

'If you didn't like something, all hell would break
loose. [aaS would force-feed it to you, or beat you,
slapping you on the body, arm and legs. It was Jjust
with her bare hand, not an implement. She did it to me

and others.'
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1 She says one girl in particular hated porridge, and

2 she describes her being bent over the table and beaten
3 by Auntie , while Aunt [giSEl just sat there.
4 So if her recollection's accurate, there's obviously

5 knowledge --

6 LADY SMITH: Yes.

7 MR PEOPLES: -- on the part of the personof how
8 other staff were dealing with the children, at least

9 some of the time.

10 And she said:

11 'The food was okay, but if you didn't like

12 something, tough, vyou were made to eat it by

13 Auntie or else.’

14 Which again, I think, accords with some of the other
15 evidence.

16 LADY SMITH: What others have said, vyes.

17 MR PEOPLES: She talks about washing and bathing. She said

18 that bath time was about 6.30 to 6.45 at night, pm:

19 '"We didn't get a bath each night. You got a bath
20 once a week, mostly on a Saturday. Again, it's a bit
21 like mealtimes, it was okay depending on the member of
22 staff who was on duty and it wasn't okay when Auntie
23 HRE was on duty.’

24 And she also names another person whose name has

25 come up. She calls her ". Can I say
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this: I think the nameandare sometimes

used, but I think it's clear it's the same person that's
being described.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR pEOPLES: TWhether it's [N or BRI

And she says:

'These two individuals could be quite rough when
washing and they would slap you when you were still wet.
They would hit you anywhere. You didn't know why they
hit you, they would hit you when you were in the bath.'

And then she asks the rhetorical question:

'"What could you be doing wrong in the bath? It
would be for not keeping your head forward or not
keeping it back or for getting soap in your eyes. When
you got hit, your head would hit off the taps. They
would hit you more often than not, but that was when you
were younger. When you got older, about 11, you got to
wash your hair yourself.'

I think she probably means you got to wash yourself
entirely.

LADY SMITH: Yes, that would make sense.

MR PEOPLES: And I think that, again, accords with some of
the evidence we may have heard already.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: Clothing, I'm not going to dwell on that. They
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have heard already.

As for healthcare, she mentions the doctor that
we've heard before, and says that:

'He would feel you all over your body, your breasts,
the top of your thighs, whenever you went to see him
about something. One time I went in to see him about
stomach ache and he was lifting my legs up and down.

I didn't think anything about it at the time, but
looking back on it now, it seems a bit strange. I'm not
the only one who said that about that doctor.'

That's at paragraph 35.

Moving on to paragraph 38, which deals with running
away, she says she thinks she ran away once, and went to
Glasgow for a look about, and then came home.

She doeszs say that she does remember saying to Aunt
RN that she didn't want to be at Widowers'. She said:

'I was older and I was seeing how the younger ones
were being treated, how I used to be treated.'

As for bed-wetting, I think one can say, she says
guite frankly:

'I don't know how the staff dealt with bed-wetting.'

And I think anything she's learnt has really been

told to her by others.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: So I'm not going to read all of that out.
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LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

LADY SMITH:

That's fine.
But it's in line with, I think, what --

What we have heard so many times. Yes.

MR PEOPLES: What we've heard, yes. I mean, clearly, it

wasn't treated sympathetically, if what she was told was
correct.

For discipline, she says that they would be
grounded. Wouldn't get to visit family members. Would
not be allowed to go swimming and so forth.

And then she goes back to , at
paragraph 41, whom she says would hit children with
a wooden Scholl's sandal, or shoe. Her younger sister
would get that treatment from the age of 6 or 7, she
says, and half the time it was just for fidgeting. She
said Auntie would hit her sister on the legs,
sometimes once, sometimes two or three times.

She goes on at paragraph 42 to say:

'You would have to sit in the playroom with your
arms and legs crossed. You were told, "Don't speak
unless spoken to". If you spoke out of turn you would
get hit, sent to bed early or made to stand in the
corner of the room.'.

Auntie did hit, she says, did hit her with
the wooden shoe, and she can also remember a time when

the children were lined up and Aunty [giSSl hit all of
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them with a slipper or a plimsoll. She doesn't remember
what the reason for that was, but she does remember the
occasion.

She has a section that's headed 'Abuse' and that
begins at paragraph 43. She says:

'"The atmosphere in general was sometimes good, and
sometimes bad. Every day, I used to think what will
happen today?'

At paragraph 44 she goes on:

'There was one night I got beaten bybecause
another staff member's daughter wanted into the house to
see her mum and I unlocked the back door for her. I was
beaten for doing that because the door had been locked
by Auntie and I had opened it. I got bent over
a chair. My lower clothes were removed and I was
smacked on my back, my legs, and my backside. Anywhere.
I had marks on my legs and backside. I got sent for
a bath and to my bed and the nice member of staff gave
me a bath. I showed her my injuries. And she felt
sorry for me.'

She goes on to just say, at paragraph 45 she got
slapped about guite a lot. And then she mentions
occasions when Aunty, would get the
children together if she thought they'd been up to no

good, and gives an example when she was 12 or 13 and was
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caught smoking, and she seems to have had a discussion
with her at that point. And she also says that at other
times Aunty would take a group of
children to her office and sometimes, she says, you
could have your say about whatever it was, but at other
times BSAIM would simply say, 'Don't be daft', or,
'Don't be stupid'.

She goes on to say that she never went, or
'Jennifer' goes on to say that she never went to any
member of staff and said 'I'm not happy about
something', she would just go in a strop, as she puts
M,

She says Auntywould always just ask what had
happened, never why it had happened, and she said:

'You would try to tell your side of the story, but
it just got to the point where you were always in the
wrong.'

She said she saw other children being beaten, and
she names two examples. She said:

'If you didn't see it, you would hear it. I heard
my brother being beaten. I don't know what he had done.
I heard him swearing and yelling as he was being
slapped. He would have been about 10 or 11 and I was
around 8 or 2 at the time.'

She mentions another female resident who wet the bed
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and says, 'Jennifer' says, she saw her getting beaten up
by Auntie for that, who slapped the girl all over
her body.

She then speaks about her brother, the one who's
deceased, and says he was sexually abused by another
staff member, Auntie

'He told me about it [she says] after he had left
the home. He told me she took him into a room and he
lost his virginity to her.'

She thinks that he left the home when he was 15 or
16, but would have been at high school when this
happened.

And then she recalls an occasion when she was on the

top landing where the dormitories were, and where Aunty

's room, or bedroom, was located, at paragraph 51

and she says:

'The door to her room was open andwas
being abused by Aunty . He was lying naked

on her bed.'

And she says he would have been at high school,
about 14 or 15. And she goes on to say something about
AL but I think that's based on things she's been
told.

Then she goes on, at paragraph 52:

'Children were violent to other children in the
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home . had quite a temper. He could be

quite aggressive.'

'Jennifer' says he would pick up her sister by the
throat and throw her. She says:

'There was no male staff and the staff who were
there found it difficult to control him. At that time,
there was a difficulty getting people who were
gqualified, capable of caring for children in care. Some
of the kids became staff, which was strange, as they had
no formal qualifications.'

And she gives examples, three examples, and one of
the examples she gives, she says, was a child who used
to bully other kids and then became a member of staff.
She says:

'She would punch the kids, pull their hair, call
them names, or throw things at them. This would happen
when there was no other staff around and there was
nobody you could go to and talk to about stuff like
that.'

She said, she then deals with leaving
Widowers' Children's Home and said when she was getting
ready to leave, she did have a social worker.

But in essence, I think, while she describes what
happened, she says:

'Thinking back, it could have been done a lot
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these I have covered already. But we had Aunt or
Auntie also being referred to as ".
It's all the same person. And she's protected by my
General Restriction Order. A reference to a

HRF protected by my General Restriction Order. And
the two names, , RHJ , who both
seem to be the same person, they're not to be identified

outside of this room either, and nor is a new name,

RKE L
Thank you very much.
(2.50 pm)
(A short break)
(3.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Mr Peoples.

MR PEOPLES: My Lady, the next read-in is from a statement
of an applicant who is again anonymous and whose
pseudonym is 'Shannon'.

'Shannon' (read in)

LADY SMITH: Thank you. Yes.

MR PEOPLES: ‘'Shannon' was born in 1958. She lived with her
parents and siblings. She was the oldest of five
children. She had two younger brothers and two younger
sisters.

She tells us in the section on life before care that

her father was a drinker, a gambler, and basically
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in a home called Templedean Hall in Haddington for

around nine months . CoeelCEWEREITHERRCEERTLIELELIE
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

She then tells us about her time at Widowers'
Children's Home from paragraph 24 onwards and I will
perhaps just give some dates that we have from records.

LADY SMITH: That would be helpful, thank you.

MR PEOPLES: The records indicate that 'Shannon' was
admitted on _ 1968 when she was aged 10,
I think that's right.

LADY SMITH: Yes, that would -- yes.

MR PEOPLES: And she left on [l 1975, when 1 think
she would be aged 18, or thereabouts.

As she says, her brothers, sisters and herself, they
all went to Widowers', and there was a girls' dormitory
with partitions, sectioned off into cubicles. She said
there was a separate boys' dormitory at the other end of
the building. There was a big girls' dormitory with two
beds and a big boys' dormitory with four beds. It was
a much smaller place than her previous establishment,
and accommodated around 25 children. There was quite
a lot of coming and going, she says, but some children
were there for a long time.

And again, at paragraph 25 she makes the point that:

'My dad paid money to the council for us and then
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the council paid the home.'

And she mentions the existence of a committee in
charge of the home and she also tells us about the staff
members she can recall, and again we've got the familiar
names, including , who is Auntie
HRE is mentioned again, and various other names too.

She does say that when she left, which would have
been 1975, only Aunty of the people she mentioned
remained. She says there was gquite a high turnover of
staff, and I think that's been borne out.

LADY SMITH: It's been quite clear, yes.

MR PEOPLES: I think I can say, having looked at the minute
book that was produced, it's confirmed by that that
there's a lot of changes of staff on a regular basis.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She goes on to deal with routine, and she says
that:

'"After what happened on my first night, I was never
able to sleep properly.'

I'11 just leave it at that, but she does then tell
us why that was the case. I don't think I need to read
all of that at this stage, but clearly, it was
an eventful first night.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She goes on to deal with food at paragraph 30,
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and clearly she was unimpressed by the food served up in
the home. She said:

'The food was like something out of "Oliver Twist".
It was disgusting. Mrswould cook with a cigarette
hanging out of her mouth.'

I think we've heard that before.

LADY SMITH: We've heard about that before.

MR PEOPLES: Yes. She says, at paragraph 32:

'If you didn't finish your food, you got it at the
next meal. For example, if you didn't eat your porridge
in the morning, you'd get it for dinner. If you didn't
eat it then, you'd be force-fed. We were force-fed
quite a lot.'

Then she talks about schooling from paragraph 33
onwards, and at paragraph 34, again, we're back to the
same theme:

'We weren't given any support at the home. I don't
remember having a table to sit at to do our homework.
Nobody supervised us doing our homework.'

And at paragraph 35, that said, she does say that
she did well at school, at high school, and got six
O-Levels. She said she did want to stay on at school,
but because she had to leave the home, she wasn't
allowed to do so. She says when she was at Widowers',

she would have stayed at school all of the time; she
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other people about, we knew we were safe.’

And then at 42 she says she would play football.
She had gerbils and a cat. She said:

'We didn't get to watch TV very often, but sometimes
we were allowed into Aunty s sitting room to watch
"Top of the Pops". There were good times, but they were
overshadowed by whatever else was happening.'

So we do have, I think, all of them saying that
there were good memories and good times, but clearly,
she puts it in the way of, well, what's standing out are
the bad memories.

LADY SMITH: Yes, somebody talked about the bad outweighing
the good.

MR PEOPLES: The good, yes, so it's the same point being
made.

LADY SMITH: But being fair to recognise what was good.

MR PEOPLES: Well, clearly there was quite a lot of things
to do compared with some of the places we've heard
about, in that sense.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: But obviously there were other problems.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hmm.

MR PEOPLES: She talks about pocket money, saying her own
grandparents would give her pocket money. She says the

staff would steal it. 1If possible she would hide it and
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she says she would use it to go through to Glasgow on
her own. She would go to watch Celtic at their football
stadium and she said:

'They didn't [I think she means the staff didn't]
care where I was all day. We could walk out of the home
at any time we wanted.'

So again, there's a lack of supervision and

structure, a point being made by 'Shannon'.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She says at paragraph 44 that:

‘Auntiewas gquite cruel to some of the
children, but she was okay with me and my siblings
because she was having an affair with my dad.'

S0 .

And going on, she says that the mother, that I don't
think she cared for, at paragraph 45, would visit very
occasionally:

'But we were classed as not really having a mother.'

She said she would wvisit her grandparents at the
weekend and would go by herself.

At paragraph 46, she said:

'I wasn't a big fan of the social work department
because they used to try and make me see my mother.

They used to come now and again. I'm not sure how

often.'
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She said:

'Even at that age, I knew that whatever had happened
was wrong. From that night on, I don't think I've ever
slept properly because of the fear of it happening
again. I think there were males that had access to the
home at nighttime. All of the staff in the home were
women, apart from Mr .'

She said when she woke up the next day:

'The pillowcase was gone but I'd been sick all over
my bed. I was pulled off my bed and screamed at by
a member of staff. She said, "Now we'll have to change
your fucking bed". I remember saying that I told them
I was allergic to eggs.'

She said:

'"The following night, I was worried it would happen
again, but it only happened once.'

She then says at 53, paragraph 53:

'Periodically, one of the girls would be taken out
of the dormitory. We would speak about it amongst
ourselves. I only ever saw [and she names the person,
one girl] being taken out. She says she was taken out
by one of the committee members. I went out after them
and [she] got put back in the dormitory.’

So she doesn't -- really able to take that

particular occasion very far.
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And then she deals with bed-wetting, 'And the way
they've treated bed-wetters was awful'. I'm not going
to read that because again, I think it's based largely

on what others have probably said to her.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: But it is in line with what it appears people

were being told and what people said happened to them.

But she says at 55, if staff found out they'd wet
the bed, they'd be pulled out of the bed. And the point
she makes there is also that the staff were young, 15,
16 years of age, they weren't capable of dealing with
e

'Nothing was done to help them stop wetting the
bed.'

To stop the children, I think:

'When Auntie started working at the home, they
were hit over the head by her wooden sandal. She would
hit their legs and backsides when their skin was still
wet. I remember you could still see the imprint on
their skin. They couldn't sit down.'

And she tells that she actually saw that happen to,

and she names two female residents.

LADY SMITH: And again, we've got the reference to wooden

sandals.

MR PEOPLES: Yes, yes, it's quite often mentioned.
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LADY SMITH: The same ones, yes.
MR PEOPLES: And then she goes on to deal with:

'"If the children got sweets, [she said] Aunty [ais
would keep them in her office in a tin. After school,
we'd be lined up in the dining hall. Some of the sweets
were foostie because they'd been there so long. She'd
go along the line. She said [one of her sisters]
wouldn't get a treat because she had wet the bed. On
one occasion I gave my sweet to [a small boy] and I got
beaten for it.'

She then has a section headed 'Physical abuse' and
says:

'Auntie came in as when
Auntie left. I was about 12.°

That would be around 1970, if she is right on her
dates and age.

LADY SMITH: Yes.
MR PEOPLES: She says:

'She was a huge woman with an American accent. At
first she was amazing, because she was new and she would
play with the younger ones, and teach them songs and
things.'

And then she goes on at page 14, paragraph 57:
'But as time went on, she became violent. We were

all terrified of her. She had Scholl's sandals with
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a wooden base. We could be walking along the corridor

and for no reason she would hit us. I had a dent in my
head from it. She used to nip us under the arms and at
the backs of our legs. She would hold on really tight

and we would end up with bruises.

'I hated wearing tights. I was a tomboy and wanted
to play football all the time. We were made to wear
tights to cover up the bruises on our legs. I used to
put football socks on under my tights. When I got to
school, I would take the tights off. My primary school
teacher noticed all the bruises on my legs. She told
her colleague, and also one of the committee members at
Widowers'. Afterwards, I had the absolute shit beaten
out of me by Auntie [} 1 was struck all over my
face, head and body with the Scheoll's sandal.'

She goes on, and this is going back to the Christmas
occasions:

'One Christmas I was locked in the cupboard for the
entire day and I didn't get any presents or food. It
was because I got caught changing a boy's bed. A couple
of years later, I was locked in the laundry cupboard
again by Auntie . I was with a couple of other
children [one of whom she names]. We were still in our
pyjamas. If we were heard talking, we were taken out

and beaten and then put back in again. We didn't get
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any food or presents that Christmas either.'

At paragraph 60, she says:

'Auntiehit my younger sister over the head
all the time.'

And says that she used to get headaches when she was
a teenager. And I think she relates her early death --

LADY SMITH: Yes.
MR PEOPLES: -- to some of the violence that she experienced
in the home.

At paragraph 61 she said, of Auntie :

'It was like a game to Auntie Sometimes
she'd throw up the sandal, flip it, catch it and hit us.
Other staff assaulted the children, but not to the same
extent.'

She does say that another aunt:

‘Auntwas always nipping us. Most of the
staff were really young. When I got up to 15, 16, I was
the same age as the staff taking care of us. They
obviously had no experience of looking after children.'

She then speaks about another auntie at
paragraph 62:

'T think Auntie [[ZS had mental health problems.
There was something not right about her. She was
sadistic to all of the children. There was an old

laundry with deep sinks which had lids with clips on

203



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

them. She used to put us in the sink, put the 1lid on,
and go out the room and bolt the door. Sometimes she
would put hot or cold water on us. She did it a lot to
the little ones.'

And she names several people who would gather
together to lift each other up to unbolt the door, and
release the children.

She says of another resident, paragraph 63, and we
have heard evidence about this resident, was a resident

who was beaten up constantly by staff; this is 'Isa'.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She said:

'They tried to make her cry, but she wouldn't cry.
It got to the stage when children were doing it too.
Because the staff were doing it all the time, the kids
all picked on her too. When I got older, I tried to
stop the other kids from hitting her.'

And then she said:

'When I got to the age of 14, things changed a bit
because I was able to stick up for myself and I also
avoided being in the home.'

At paragraph 65:

'T told Auntywhat was going on. I also told
a policeman called but I didn't know that he was

also abusing some of the boys.'
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local church and said that he had a manse - from
the church and would give the girls sweets and fizzy
juice, which was something they were never given in the
home. She says:

'There was always more than one of us there in the
manse. He would get us to take our tops off. He would
touch us. He used to say that if we told anyone, we
would go to hell.'

And then she turns to another person who, I think we

have heard his name before, .

LADY SMITH: Yes, yes.

MR PEOPLES: He lived with his wife in a cottage in the

grounds of the home, and she says at paragraph 71 that
HRK abused her in a storercom. She said that
the children called it the gym, because it had an old
vaulting horse within it, and there were tortoises that
used to hibernate in this particular room over the
winter. She said:

'"The first time it happened, told me
that one of the tortoises was coming out of hibernation.
We went in and both the tortoises were still sleeping.
It was quite a big place full of rubbish. He took me
over to a mattress with a cover. We sat there talking
about animals that he had had. I love animals. He was

talking to me one minute and the next minute I was
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naked. I remember fighting with him and trying to pull

my vest down. He removed my t-shirt and I remember my

trousers being down at my ankles. I was raped and he

also touched me on my breasts and down below with his

hands. He made me lie down on the mattress and

ejaculated all over me. He told me he did it with his

daughter, and it was a thing that dads do with their

daughters. He said that, because I didn't have a dad,

he'd been asked to show me this.'

She says it happened several times. And she also

says that one day the storeroom, or this gym door, was

open, and she said three girls, including her younger

sister, were in there with :

'A11 were fully clothed.'

She says:

'I don't know if anything would have happened if

I hadn't walked in. I think seeing him with the younger

girls gave me more determination to tell an adult. I'd

already told Aunty [N but she didn't believe me, so

I told Mrwhat he'd done.'

I think Mrwas his wife's father.

LADY SMITH: Oh, right.

MR PEOPLES: If I remember. And she says:

HRK

'Not long after that [after she told Mr,

left the home and I never saw him again.'
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And I think we know from other records that

Mrand his wife split up and there came a point

when his wife became and stayed in

the home, not in the cottage.

LADY SMITH: Okay, thank you.

MR PEQOPLES: She then goes on to deal with a male resident

that we've heard evidence about:

' was two years younger than me [she
said], but he was massive. Even at aged 9 or 10, he
towered over everybody. I remember him being the only
boy in the home shaving when he was about 12. [N was
Aunty ‘s favourite, he always got to sit next to her
chair. She would run her fingers up his neck.

I remember seeing him coming out of her room naked.

I never, ever saw any other child in Aunty 's room
because it was always locked. There was something
strange about his relationship with Aunty and it
allowed him to abuse everybody else.'

She says:

' abused boys and girls, but mainly boys later

And she said that, at paragraph 76, going on about
AU that he was a boy who would beat her up until she
got to the age of 14 or 15 and he became a bit scared of

her. She said the beatings, I think, started when she
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was about 12:

'"There were times when I would go for months with
constant black eyes from fighting with I got up
one night to go to the toilet. [RE tried to kiss me
and touch me over my pyjamas. The next day I fought
him. We had a proper fist fight. I think he knew
I wasn't going to put up with it. I didn't trust him
and I never allowed myself to be alone with him.

I never went to the toilet during the night again.’

And then she says:

'I was never abused by in the way that
[another resident that she names] was.'

She says:

"When I was in the big girls' dormitory with this
other girl, he would come in and do things to her. He
raped her. It started when I was about 12. When he
came into our dormitory, I would hide under my bed
because I was absolutely terrified of him.'

She said:

'I can't remember how long it went on for, but then
his attention went onto the boys. He was in the big
boys' dormitory with my brother [and others].'

She said all the boys that she names were abused by
him:

'He had so much power in the home. It was as if he
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had a licence to do what he wanted.'
Now, some of that may be based on what she has been
told, I think, but it is in line with things that have

been --

LADY SMITH: It does fit with other evidence.

MR PEOPLES: It does fit with other evidence.

She then turns to another auntie, Auntie :

'"The boys' dormitory was a big long dormitory. At
the bottom there was a cubicle, which was
Auntie ‘s room. When I was 13 or 14, a male
resident [that she names] came to tell me and [her
roommate] that Auntiewas doing things to him.
The boy was the same age as me.'

Her roommate and 'Shannon' decided they would sneak
into the boys' dormitory, she tells us:

'"The cubicle wall didn't go all the way up to the
ceiling, there was a space at the top of the wall. One
of the boys' beds was up against the wall. We waited
until we saw the boy and Auntie go into the
cubicle. We took a turn to look over. The boy was
naked on the bed. I got caught looking by
Auntie . The next night, Auntie |4 came
into the big girls' dormitory. She took me into the
cubicle. The boy was already there [the one that we've

heard about]. She tried to make me and the boy do
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things to each other. She wanted us to have sex. She
did this a few times. Eventually we did it. We didn't
have sex, but we were kissing. She would use our
siblings against us.'

She said she told her roommate:

'And we decided we weren't going to tell Aunty

HRF

She then says that Auntiewould take
'Shannon' and the boy out and be nice to them:

'She'd take us ice skating, to the pictures and to
see her family. I don't think any of it would have
happened if I hadn't put my head over the cubicle. The
boy and I would go back to the cubicle, maybe it was
because she was nice to us. One night she took me into
the room and the boy wasn't there. The fact that
a woman can do something like that to a child is beyond
comprehension. What she did to me was terrible. She
would take items and put them inside me.'

And she describes the sort of items that she says
were put inside her. She said:

'I was completely traumatised by this and still have
problems down there to this day.'

She then has a section dealing with reporting of

abuse, and at paragraph 83 she says:

'T told Aunty about abusing me,
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but she didn't believe me. I then told Mr.
I never sawafter that. His wife stayed at
the home and became one of the aunties.'

And then she said:

'When touched me, I told Aunty
She did nothing. He was her pet and I think that's why
he got away with so much.'

And then she also says at paragraph 85:

'I told social workers what was happening with
RKE but nothing was ever done. I told a nice
male social worker. Afterwards I never saw that social
worker again. I told everybody I could about
RKE '

And she says her friend and roommate also did.

She says:

'"There was a policeman called . He was meant
to be around a lot to try and keep boys on the straight
and narrow. I told him what was happening at the home.'

And that he is, again, the one that she's heard
something about since.

LADY SMITH: Yes.
MR PEOPLES: Then she said at paragraph 87:

"It got to the stage when we just didn't tell anyone
anything. As we got older, we would talk amongst

ourselves. We stopped telling people in authority
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went to Widowers'.

She tells us about Clerwood at paragraph 3 and says
she was there about the age of 10 months, and she was
there until 1968. She would have been about 2 years old
when she left, and obviously, given her age, she has no
real recollection of her time there. And then she was
moved to Widowers'.

And she tells us about Widowers' from paragraph 4
onwards, and we know from the records that we've seen
that she was admitted there on_ 1968. She would
have actually been 1 and a half years old, I think, at

that point.

LADY SMITH: Right.

MS FORBES: And then she left there on -1980, which

was a couple of days before her 14th birthday, and she
went to another home.

So she tells us about Widowers' from paragraph 4,
and that, as far as she's aware, it's for motherless
children. She talks about there being about 30 children
at any one time living there, and they were split into
dormitories. There were nine or ten in hers, all girls.
She thinks her dad paid for her to be there, but she's
not sure.

She tells us at paragraph 5 about some of the staff

who she remembers being there. She mentions Ms
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that MS lived there and had her own bedroom,
sitting room and office. And they used to call the
carers 'aunties'.

She says at the end of paragraph 5:

'"There wasn't a particular auntie who looked after
me .

And she goes on:

'Some of the staff were just silly wee lassies and
it was like they had just left school. They didn't have
a clue how to deal with children, and none of them
probably had their own children. Some were a bit older
and had probably been there a long time. Some of the
staff had been brought up in the home as children in
care and were now working there.'

She says about her first memory at paragraph 7:

'I think my first memory of being in the Widowers'
Home is getting beaten with a shoe by one of the aunties
in the home. I don't remember how long I had been there
when this happened, I can't really remember much about
my time there before I was old enough to go to school.

'"The dormitory was horrible because it was set up
like a jail and it wasn't very homely. We had covers
initially, then later on I got a duvet.'

And then she tells us that the staff used to get
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them up in the morning.

Paragraph 9 she talks about food:

'The food was okay at the Widowers' Home and as far
as I am aware, we got enough food to eat. They used to
tell us that if we didn't finish the food that was on
our plates, we would get it served to us at our next
meal. I don't remember if they ever did do that, but
I was sick once because I forced myself to eat
something.

'We used to raid the cupboards when we were hungry,
but most of them were locked so we could only really get
anything that was left in the fridge. We got toast at
suppertime before we went to bed, but if you were being
punished for doing something, you wouldn't get anything
and would get sent to your bed without it. I remember
being in the kitchen and seeing the cook, Mrs
flick her cigarette ash into the custard.'

She tells us then at paragraph 10 about clothing and
uniform, and she says that they had their own school
uniform, and a nice set of clothes to wear on Sunday,
their names were sewn into them, but most of the clothes
were hand-me-downs. She said also about shoes, that
they were secondhand shoes, you never got new ones. And
at paragraph 10, she says:

'We never got taken to the hairdresser. A barber
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used to come into the home and cut your hair. We all
had the same haircut and it looked like they put a bowl
round your head and it was like a statement to the world
so everyone knew we were from a home.'

She talks about having to wait together in the queue
for your turn to have a bath and there being two baths
and one bathroom and there being no privacy. She said
there would be boys waiting there too. And she said
there would be two of them in the bath at the same time.

She talks about going to primary school at
paragraph 12, at Carrick Knowe, and she says:

'"The only person I remember from school was
Miss who was of the school, and she
was also on the committee for the Widowers' Home. At
school, she used to take me in her office and slap me on
the back of my legs, but I can't remember why. My legs
were red. I then went to Forrester High School and
I was bullied there by the other children because I was
a "homie", meaning I lived in a children's home. Back
at Widowers', none of the staff ever sat down and helped
me with my homework.'

She talks about being sent to the shops at
paragraph 13 to get messages, and other jobs in the home
would be peeling potatoes, polishing shoes and doing the

Brasso on the gate.
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coming in for committee meetings to the home, but they
never spoke to her as far as she remembers.

She had the most contact, she says, at paragraph 22,
with her brother, who she names, when she was in
Widowers', and she knew that he was her brother. And
she vaguely remembers her sister being there, but never
really had anything to do with her.

At paragraph 23, she says:

'I remember being taken out from under a table once
to go to the hospital but I have no idea why I went
there. I just remember waking up in the hospital.
Another time I was put in the sick bay and I was
isolated from everyone. There was a bathroom in there
and my meals were brought to me. I wasn't allowed out
of the sick bay and the staff came in to see me.

I think I may have had measles.

'There was one member of staff, who
was nice. She worked two days at the home and then was
off for two days. She took us to her house and it was
good. She never hit us and she was one of the nice
members of staff.'

She talks about saying prayers before they ate their
meals and going to Sunday School and church every week.

At paragraph 26, she says:

'There was no one there for us through the night.
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If you woke up through the night with a bad dream or
something, you just had to deal with it. There must
have been staff on duty but they must have been away in
another part of the building, nowhere near us. If you
were messing about, though, they would appear and give
you a beating.'

She then talks about abuse from paragraph 27:

‘ used to hit me and she was the worst.

She was a big tall woman with long hair. I will never
forget her. Mswould hit me too and so did

almost all the staff, either with a leather belt, a blue
leather Scholl's sandal or with their hands. If you
were caught out of your bed at night you would get
leathered. You could try and put a book down your
pyjamas so it didn't hurt but if you got caught, you got
it worse. You could also try and pretend you were
sleeping so they wouldn't hit with you the shoe.

'I think I would have been between 6 and 7 years old
when I was put in the basement as punishment. It was
like a washroom but it wasn't really used and if you
were bad, you were locked in there in the dark. Quite
a few of us were put in there at the same time. We were
all scared and screaming our heads off. I can't
remember what we had done, or how long we were in there

for, but it seemed like forever. I was in there a few
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times. I wasn't put in there on my own.

'Sometimes if we misbehaved in the home, Miss
would go mental at us. She would shout at us and I was
really scared. Some of the staff would call us little
bastards and brats. One nighttime, I am not sure what
it was I had done, but I was taken into the sitting room
by Missand so was my friend [she names the
girl]. She made us both stand with our arms in the
crucifix position and holding a book in each hand. I am
not sure how long we were standing there but it seemed
like ages. Miss eventually told to us go to our
beds. She often punished me in this way.

'Another time I think I had been caught smoking with
[and she names the same girl] and we were called into
Miss 's office, and to punish us she made us smoke
cigarette after cigarette until I felt il1l. I wasn't
sick but I felt bad. This just happened the once.

'One Christmas, they told us that Santa wasn't
coming to us because we had been bad. I am not sure
what age I was, but I remember sitting there crying.
Normally at Christmas we would get all excited and when
we woke up in the morning, there would be a stocking on
our beds. When we woke up this year there was nothing.
I went down to the playroom where we were told that we

weren't getting anything that year. After dinner, we
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did eventually get some presents. That was cruel. One
year I remember I got a puppet on a string, it was
Pinocchio.

'There was a time when I was in the bath where the
older ones washed. I was in the bath with my friend
[she names the same friend as before] when I was maybe

11 or 12 years old and a boy, , came in. He

was maybe 7 to 8 years older than us. He told us that
he had been told by to come in and wash us.
I just remember he touched me and put his fingers where
he shouldn't have. This continued for a while. But
I am sure [and she names the friend that she] reported
it to staff but nothing was ever done about it. It
continued for a while and then it stopped. Another time
RKE picked me up by the throat and called me
a little ferret. He hit me quite often. [R8S
is dead now. He_who was in the home [she
names her] and I am still in contact with her
occasionally. The staff used to see him hitting us but
they didn't do anything about it. My brother [and she
names him] used to hit me too when I was at Widowers'.
'Staff just didn't really bother about us and to be
honest, we didn't see them very often. They were busy
doing other duties like the washing, ironing and

cleaning. There was no discipline.
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about physical and emotional abuse and says that he was
a bully.

She says that Lord and Lady Polwarth then shut down
and she was moved from there to Moredun Young People's
Unit and again she says she was probably around 16, and
we know from our records that this happened some time
around, but after, - 1982. So that seems about

right with her dates. But she was only there one or two

Secondary Institutions - to be publishg

days and never came back.

She goes on to talk about reporting of abuse at
paragraph 43 and says:

'"When I was at Widowers', I might have =said what was
going on to the social work workers [and she names them]
at the six-monthly reviews, but if anyone did tell them
anything, it was just shoved under the carpet. They
weren't interested. There was no one else in the home
that I could have told or that would have listened to
me .

'I know that my friend [and she names her] reported
to a member of staff whatwas doing to us
in the bath at Widowers', and it did stop. Staff would
often see hitting me in the home but he just got
away with it and they didn't do anything.

'The police came to see me some time after my

brother died in 1999.'
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And she says she knows that her brother had been in
touch with the newspapers trying to report what had
happened to him at Widowers' but they didn't really want
to know. The police, she says, came to see her in maybe
2000 and she gave statements about her time in
Widowers', but she never heard any more about it. She
says she's told her GP some of what happened.

In relation to life after care from paragraph 47,

she says afte Secondary Institutions - to be published late SRR =R a R R (=31

back into care. She stayed with friends or at her big
sister's. By then she was with a boy, who she'd met
when she was at Lord and Lady Poclwarth's when she'd been
skiving school. They then had two children together,
a daughter and a son. She was with him for seven years
but there was then physical abuse and she ran away. And
she hasn't spoken to him for years.

In relation to impact, from paragraph 48 she says:

'"What happened to me at Widowers' Home deprived me
of my childhood. There was no kind face that I could
ever turn to. There was no love and affection. The
staff just weren't interested. They didn't want to
listen to us.

'"After I left care, I had a few jobs but as I got
older things started coming back to me in my head and

I just couldn't hope. I started taking days off here
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and there, and then I decided I just couldn't do it.
This was probably before I was 22 years old.

'Because I had seen Mrs QUM the cook at Widowers'
flicking her ash in the custard and make us eat it,
I can't eat anything with custard in it now.

'TI don't really trust anybody anymore. Sometimes
I don't want to go out and I stay in the house a lot.
I don't socialise very much. I don't really know why
that is. I used to get bullied but nothing scares me
now, and I have been hardened by what has happened to
me.'

And then she talks about being in trouble with the
police, and even being locked up for assaulting the
police.

At paragraph 52, she says:

'T reckon that if it hadn't been for my daughter,
I wouldn't be here today.'

She talks about getting involved with drugs after

her brother died. And she says it was her children that

ended up looking after her, and they were just young.

She says she had her first nervous breakdown at 22.
She says all the abuse from Widowers' kept coming back
into her head. Her children were taken into foster
care, and she says she was sectioned and put into

hospital for three months. But she got out, got her
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asleep when I should really be getting up. I haven't
worked for years. I just feel mentally numb after
everything that I have been through. I am really
stressed and I have the scars on my head to prove it
through scratching.'

She says both her brothers are now dead and that she
was never close to her sister because they didn't grow
up together and she doesn't have anything to do with her
now and doesn't think of her as her sister. She tells
us, from paragraph 58, she's asked the doctor for
sleeping tablets but he won't give her them. She's on
antidepressants. At paragraph 59 she says:

'Things should be done to stop things from happening
to children in the future. They must listen to the
children who have suffered. There should be more set up
to help children when they leave care.'

She says that she did get copies of her social work
records, but she said that they were rubbish and not
even worth getting and she couldn't make any sense of
them.

She tells us at paragraph 61 that her brother, who
was in the Widowers' with her, who she names, she says:

'My brother told me before he died in 1999 that he
had had a sexual relationship with who was one

of the aunties at Widowers' Home, when we were actually
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at Widowers'. He was only a minor at the time, probably
about 13 or 14 years of age. He also told me that the
staff were abusing him.'

'T can't understand why Widowers' let me home at the
weekends to stay with my dad. 1In the social work
records, it says that my dad was schizophrenic, but they
still allowed me home. My dad was scary, he talked
German and he always talked about the war and his time
in the concentration camp. He had a nervous breakdown
at one point and he was always drunk. He was an
aggressive drunk and would smash things up but he never
hit me. I did see him hit my brother.'

And then she's made, my Lady, the usual declaration
at paragraph 64 and she's signed her statement and it's

dated 25 April 2017.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much indeed.

Just to run through some names, and I may have
mentioned some of these before, but there are one or two

that are new, I think. We have Auntie Auntie

RKE and Mrswho featured again in these

statements. I think I have already mentioned: all these
people are people whose identities are protected. They
are not to be identified as mentioned in our evidence

outside this room. And again, the general request that
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