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with all the other boys, and the girls were on the west.
I was put into a dormitory with about 20 other boys
around my age. I remember the curtains in the dormitory
had giraffes on them and reminded me of animals from the
zoo. My bed was an old hospital cast iron bed. I was
put next to a boy called - [and he gives us his
second name too]. I remember crying myself to sleep,
but I stopped crying after a short while because nobody
answered. That was it, I was there.

'As you walked into the dormitory, there was
a cubicle on the left-hand side. It was in the room but
it had barriers about 10 feet high. That got staffed
from 10.00 or 11.00 pm at night for any young kids who
would cry. There was a girl member of staff who was 15
or 16 years old who slept in that cubicle, and she would
regularly have sex with one of the older boys in the
home called_ [and he also gives us his surname],
who was only 12 or 13 at the time. You couldn't see
anything because of the barriers but you could hear it.
-'s bed was next to the cubicle. We helped each
other climb up to see what was happening and got shouted
down.

'- is no longer alive. He had two sisters in
the home [and he names them]. I think the female member
of staff was called . She would be about
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60 years old now and I presume she is still alive.

'Tt wasn't uncommon for girls from the home to stay

on and work in the home once they turned 16 years

They didn't feel like staff to us because we knew

old.

them

and they weren't abusive towards us. A girl called -

-stayed for a little while to work in the home

after she turned 16. She lives in America now.

'We called the staff members "Aunty". Most of them

were only 17 or 18 and straight out of school. There

was always a high influx of staff. Some, like Auntie

HRE were older. She was particularly ruthless.

was called Auntyand she was also older.

'The cook who prepared the meals was called

Mrs She stayed in a_on the grounds

of the

home with her husband. Mr was the handyman in the

home. He would change light bulbs, stoke the boilers

and cut the grass. They were in their 50s. Mr and

Mrsaughter and two granddaughters stayed

with

them in _ The daughter worked in the home as

one of the staff members who we called "aunty".'

Then he names the granddaughters and he says that

they used to play with them.

At paragraph 14 'Gary' goes on:

'We got up in the morning and got our clothes
our lockers and put them on. On the school days,

5

out of

we



10

13

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

would wear a school uniform, which was grey short
trousers and a grey jumper. We would then go downstairs
to have breakfast, which would be toast or cornflakes.

I have no complaints with the breakfast.

'There were three long tables in the dining room.
After two or three years, the number of kids reduced and
there were two tables. Auntyused to sit at the
top table with the older kids. The rest of us would sit
at the other table with a few members of staff. We all
had the same allotted seat for every mealtime. We
weren't allowed to talk at mealtimes and if you did, you
would be sent out the room or hit by any of the staff
members. When I was about 9 years old, I was moved to
Aunty (liSE s table.

'After breakfast, we'd walk to Carrick Knowe Primary
School, which was a short walk away. We would cut
across the train tracks, which I think used to be
Corstorphine Railway Station. It hadn't be in use since
1955 or 1956. Then we would walk over Traguair Park to
get to school.

'After school, we would walk back and change into
casual clothes. I think my father bought my clothes but
they were also provided by the home. The clothes were
passed down. We didn't have a choice in what we wore.
The shoes used to be passed down in the home, so my

6
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father used to buy me shoes of my own.

'"There were two laundry rooms in the home where all
the washing was done. One had an old Bendix washing
machine in it, the other one was at the back of the home
and had old Belfast sinks in it.

'"We would then have tea in the dining room. There
was plenty of food at mealtimes. If you didn't eat your
tea, you would get it served to you the next day.

I remember a girl called _didn‘t eat her
tea of smoked fish and milk. She was served up the same
plate of food for three or four days and it was
absolutely stinking. She didn't get anything else.

I think her sister, - would later go into the
pantry and steal food for her.

'After tea, you could ask to sit on the floor in
Aunty NS s room and watch television, but you were
only allowed to do that if you were good. There was
another black and white television in one of the kids'
sitting rooms where the other staff used to sit.

'We didn't get any supper, but we would sometimes
get a hot chocolate or Ovaltine at night. Stealing food
was a regular occurrence in the home. I remember when
I was away one weekend, the kids decided to have
a picnic and stole the ham out of the fridge. When
I came back on the Sunday night, the staff hammered me

7
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a good skelping when I came back, but it was worth it to
be away for a while. It didn't stop me; I would run
away the next night.

'Sleeping times were staggered amongst the kids.
The younger you were, the earlier you had to go to bed.
Somebody would escort you up to your bed and that was
it. We all had our own toothbrushes but nobody
supervised us to brush our teeth, so we didn't have to
brush them.

'Stoking the boilers was another chore. It was

Mr job to do, but we would have to do it if he
was busy or on holiday. R&S was the biggest of

the boys in the home so he would be told to do it, but
because he was a bully, he would make us do it. That
was dangerous and we got no supervision. If you were
big enough to carry a shovel or throw a bit of coal into
the boiler, then you would be made to do it. Sometimes
there would be one of us and sometimes there would be
six of us. I got a few burns from doing that. If the
boilers went out in the middle of the night, it would
take hours for them to heat up again and for there to be
hot water. That was another thing the staff would
hammer us for.

'We used to get baths and showers on a Sunday, but
no more frequently than that. You would maybe get

9
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a bath if you had a doctor's appointment. I would come
back from my dad's house as late as possible on
a Sunday, at about 7.00 or 8.00 pm, and get a bath then.

'The bathroom was on the west end. There was
a girls' bathroom and a boys' bathroom at separate ends
of the corridor. It had a stone floor and two big metal
baths in it, or maybe even three. There were a few
toilet cubicles as well. Bath time was a good time
because it was like a cattle market. Sometimes there
would be three or four of you in the bath. It was just
like a sheep dip. You were in, got a quick scrub and
got out. The baths took so long to fill up that the
water wouldn't be changed. They would just top it up if
it started to get cold. The water was grey if you were
the last one in.

'"The younger ones got bathed first, because as soon
as they got out, they got into their pyjamas and were
taken up to bed.

'After having tea in the evening, you could watch
television in Aunty|UNSEM's room if she thought that you
had been good. In the summer, we would play football in
the garden after school. _ was a tomboy
and would play football with us. During the holidays,
we used to sneak out and go to the zoo for the day.
-was my friend in the home, but we all did things

10
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church across the road from the home. I didn't go
because I was usually with my dad. The church would
organise a trip for the kids during the summer, but
I wasn't invited because I didn't go to the Sunday
School.

'We weren't allowed visitors, but we had a Pound Day
sometimes in the summer when the home put flags out.

The local schools would have collections and people
would hand in things like tins of beans and bottles of
sauce. We used to have kids come up to us at school and
tell us that they'd handed in food for us.

'TI started school after I went into the home.

I went to Carrick Knowe Primary School with other
children from the home. It was a short walk from the
home. Some other children went to Forrester School and
later, on to Craigmount School when it opened.

'School was okay. It was like anything else. It
wasn't exciting. I would always get in trouble for not
doing my homework. I ran away from the home most nights
so never got a chance to do it.

‘Aunty used to have a day off every Tuesday.
Her room looked over the back garden. Children would
get in trouble and punished if we made a noise on her
day off. This happened more during school holidays when
we played in the garden and woke her up.

1.5
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a member of staff gave me a bath the night before. She
was scrubbing my ears and got a bit of cotton wool stuck
in my ear. I went to see Dr for a routine
examination and he saw the cotton wool stuck in my ear.
He couldn't get it out, so he sent me to the Sick Kids
Hospital in Edinburgh to get it out. I think I was 7 or
8 years old when that happened.

'I have been told by the girls in the home that that
Drused to make them take their tops off and
would fondle them whenever they had to go and see him.

I found this out as an adult. We used to call him

, because_was also a doctor. Ml
was also a member of the committee who would

oversee the running of the home. He is dead now.

'TI was admitted to the City Hospital in Greenbank
after contracting jaundice. Other kids in the home had
caught it too and the doctor suggested they should
isolate it, so I was put into hospital. I was there for
maybe two or three months. It was boring and I wanted
to get back to school.'

And my Lady, we do have a reference in 'Gary's'

records to him having jaundice in April 1969.

LADY SMITH: Mm-hmm.

MS FORBES: 'Gary' then goes on at paragraph 50:

'Social workers used to come to the home. There

15
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were pre-arranged visits and everything would be sorted
out before their wvisit. The place would be tidied up
and we'd have nice clothes put on us. The contact with
the social worker was basic. We wouldn't be in a room
with them one-to-one. The social workers were tied in
with the Edinburgh District Council. The social worker
was only really called in if you were in trouble. I was
fortunate that I didn't get into that much trouble, so
I never really had to one. I don't remember ever
speaking to a social worker on my own. My records say
that I was a very happy child.

'One time, when Aunty NS was on holiday, Mrs
took over _ of the home. The place just
descended into chaos. There were fists going and people
were getting hit. I went to the phone box with [and he
names another boy] and one of us phoned the police.

I was forewarned by the staff at the home not to say
anything if I was spoken to. They warned the other kids
too. It was something along the lines of, "If anybody
comes to visit you, you'd better watch what you're
doing".

'I remember getting interviewed by the headmaster at
Carrick Knowe Primary School about allegations that had
been made about things going on in the home. We had
been forewarned not to say anything, so I didn't,
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because I knew I would get hit if I did. We would
probably get our pants pulled down and hit on the bum.
'One time, a few of the girls, including |G
went to visit one of the trustees in Beechmount, just
off Corstorphine Road. They told him about the
ill-treatment of the kids in the home. He must have

HRF because she was furious.

gone back and told Aunty
I wasn't there at the time but I was told that she was
angry. Nothing changed.'

'Gary' then goes on to talk about abuse at Widowers'
from paragraph 55:

'I had the same bed the whole five or six years
I was in the home. Everybody got new beds except me.
There was a reason for that and that was because I was
a habitual bed-wetter. I was traumatised and used to
wet my bed a lot. I was known as "Pishy Bed", which is
what the staff and the kids called me.

'When the staff found out I had wet the bed, I would
get skelped and made to sleep in the wet bed. There was
a big red rubber sheet, so I would be lying in a puddle
after wetting the bed. It wasn't uncommon for me to lie
in the same wet bed sheets for five nights. If I wet
the bed on Monday, I would have to lie in that wet bed
until the weekend. Nobody changed the sheets.

I remember I got a really sore rash on the inside of my

1L
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punished.

'Auntyused to skelp you. She and Aunty
used to hit with us a wooden Scholl clog. There was
such a high turnover of staff that it's hard to remember
all the members of staff who did things to us. There
was an American member of staff there at one point. She
was a very tall and well-built woman, but I don't
remember her name.'

I think that should say 'She used to hit us as
well'.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: 'We would get our pants pulled down and hit over
the bum with a thick wooden Scholl --'

I don't know if I'm saying that right, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Some people used to refer to it as Scholls, and
yes, there were and -- it's described here as a clog,
and there were clogs and there were Scholls that were
a bit like flip-flops, heavy flip-flops.

MS FORBES: Okay:

'It was like a beach-coloured, narrowed-down clog.
Some people also got hit over the ears with the wooden
Scholl. This happened to me at least every week and
I saw it happen to other children too. Most of the
staff members would do this. They would also lock us in
the dark laundry room as punishment. Some of the older

21
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kids, including , used to lock us in there

as well.

'I remember seeing _ get a particularly
bad beating once. I think it was from the American
woman. She had to be kept off schoocl for a few days
because she had black eyes and I think a bleeding ear.
She didn't get any medical attention but she was
showered with treats to keep her guiet. She used to get
real bad beatings from one of the staff members, because
she was tall for her age and used to try to stand up for
herself. I saw it happening, and you could also hear it
sometimes because she would be absolutely screaming.

' Aunty HRF

never used to physically hit us. She
would punish us by making us stand in the corner of her
room, facing the wall, with our arms outstretched in
front of us. She would then put a pile of books on each
upward-facing palm. We would be made to stand there
until she told us we could stop. She would do this if
we were talking in the dining room or talking when the
television was on. She also made me do it when I ran
away.

'-told me that a female member of staff used to
sexually abuse him and that it usually happened on
a Saturday night. It might have been [aid but I think

it was Aunty .
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'Some of the girls have also spoken about being
raped whilst in the home. _ told me a few
years ago that she was raped by the father of two of the
children in the home. He was visiting them during the
summer holidays and had walked upstairs and raped-
ag there was no staff around. This is something she

told me a couple of years ago.

’_ also told me that she was raped
in the outbuilding _Mrs home. It had

its own separate door and lawnmowers and other garden

stuff was kept in there. _ told me a couple of

RHV

years ago that Mrs 's daughter's boyfriend raped her

in that building.

'Mrs lived in _On the grounds of the
home. A lot went on in that - with other
children, but not me. The only thing that happened to
me in _was on the day of the wedding of
Captain Mark Phillips to Princess Anne in 1973. I think
it was during summer, so there were only a couple of
kids in the home. I remember standing against the wall
in _ and being hit by a member of staff
because, like any young kid, I didn't want to watch the
wedding.

'"The home was not a nice place. It was somewhere to
get fed and sleep at night. You had to do chores and

23
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stoke the boilers. If you didn't do it properly, there
would be no hot water and you got skelped for it. The
boiler room was a dangerous and frightening place.

'You saw other kids being battered and could hear
them screaming. Hearing children scream when they were
being hit or when they were having nightmares was
a regular occurrence. If you screamed too much, the
staff would shove a pillow over your head to shut you
up. That was what life was like in the home and you
learned to accept it. You learned that crying never
helped you and other kids would just laugh at you if you
cried.

'We never got any affection.

--_r QUGN who was 3 or 4 years
older than us. He was physically fully developed and
was a horrible person. He was a bully and a sexual
predator and used to physically and sexually abuse the
children in the home. The kids used to call him 'RE
' due to his constantly exposed, dangling penis.
once masturbated on my back as I lay on my bed.

I already lived in a urine-stained bed, so it was Jjust
more fluid to dry out. I didn't tell the staff. I knew
from past experience that it would be foolish to do so.
I contracted jaundice soon after that, but I don't know
if that is connected.
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'_ told me that he was raped by

RKE . He told me this as an adult.

'People used to complain to staff about QNS but
complaints were ignored because he was Auntys
favourite. He was always allowed to stay up late. He
always got supper and would get treats of chocolate when
the rest of us didn't. He was also allowed to stay at
the home after he turned 16, although other boys weren't
allowed to. I think there were also other favourites,
but was a particular favourite. Aunty was
aware what he was doing to other children but didn't do
anything about it.

'was terrified of _because she was
a tomboy and had a violent temper. She was very
protective of her brothers and sisters. She cared more
for the kids than the staff did. She partially kept

RKE in check.

'- Mrs granddaughter, told us that she
saw coming out of Aunty AR < room naked

once.'

And then he tells us that RS died in a car
accident later.

Paragraph 82, 'Gary' says:

'"There was a boy called - in the home [he gives
his full name]. He used to wear thick, black, NHS,

25
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bottle-type glasses. He also had a sister [and he names
her] in the home. They were both older than me.

Looking back, -should not have been in the home
because he clearly had psychological issues. The kids
used to keep away from him because he seemed to take
pleasure in inflicting pain on other children,
especially girls.

'I recall one occasion when he made a few of us sit
in a circle in the garden next to a hedge. He then made
us watch as he drowned a baby hedgehog in a bucket of
water. All of the children were crying and upset and he
seemed to take delight from it. He was clearly
a troubled child. I think he was about 12 years old and
I was about 9 at the time.

'- was in and out of the home about three or
four times. Auntydidn't like him and tried to get
him out of the home.'

And then 'Gary' says he thinks his sister stayed
while he was in but he can't be sure, and then he goes
on:

'I remember that he returned to the home after being
away for a few months or a year. He was not long back
when Mrs daughter caught him in the coal cellar
with a boy who I think was called [and he names him].
When she stumbled across them, [the boy] was naked and
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dirty and his penis was covered in blood. He was very
distressed. That must have been the last straw, because
that was the last I saw of- in the home. -
told me about this incident afterwards.

'I don't hold a grudge against-. I do think
that the staff, social workers or even the committee of
trustees knew about -'S problems. He should not
have been around other children in the home with his
underlying issues. I can only assume that it was
financial incentives that made him come back, because
Aunty NS didn't like him. I know the home was
struggling at the time with money.

'I left the home in the summer prior to starting
secondary school. I was about 12 years old. I had made
up my mind that I didn't want to go back. I was
streetwise and able to look after myself. It didn't
matter what my father said or even if he dragged me back
to the home by the ear. I just wouldn't stay there. My
father argued, but then said that if I agreed to go to
school on a regular basis, then I didn't have to go back
to the home. After about six weeks, a letter came from
the home saying it would be better if I didn't return.
It was brilliant. I wasn't going to go back anyway.

'I think the home was also trying to get rid of kids
at that time because there were not enough kids and it

o
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the time of this statement. They took a statement but
told him there was not enough evidence and that they
would get back in touch with him, but he never heard
from them again. He's heard that other survivors gave
police statements and then the police told them that
there were no records of the staff in the home and they
didn't know where they lived. But he doesn't think the
police tried very hard to look for them. He thinks the
police were a waste of time.

He tells us that _wasn‘t well
enough to give a statement to the police and asked them
to get back to her in a fortnight, but that was eight or
nine years ago and they never did get back to her.

He set up an invite-only, private _page for
children of the home, which brought people back
together. He says there are about 15 or 16 in the
group, most of them still local, but some living further
afield. He says most of their contact is online but the
local ones meet up about once a month and that they
carry out their support themselves.

Paragraph 99, 'Gary' says:

'One of the most difficult things to do was to tell
_ about the actions of _ She
was visibly upset when she found out, but I suspect that
she knew.'

30
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And then 'Gary' has made the usual declaration, my
Lady, and he's signed it and it's dated 14 June 2017.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MS FORBES: My Lady, I think the plan now is to have a short
break to allow the change over to Mr Peoples, and then
we will have the organisational witness.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Well, before I rise to allow that to be sorted out,
let me mention names that we've used, and these are of
people who are not to be identified as referred to in
our evidence outside this room, because they are
protected by my General Restriction Order. Some of them

I mentioned last week but they bear repetition.

Mr, Mrs, Aunty , Dr Auntie
N - Bl B - T

So, please remember, they are protected by my

General Restriction Order so far as identification
within our evidence is concerned.
Right, I'll rise now and we can get this changeover
organised. Thank you.
(10.54 am)
(A short break)

(11.00 am)
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Yes, and I think, with that introduction, if we Jjust
loock at the addendum that we have in front of us. 1If,
briefly, if I could go to Part D at page 32, I think it
is, of that document. I'll just read part of that

Part D that was submitted last year. 5.1(i) reads:

'"The trust accepts that at periods of time, abuse
took place at the establishment. The abuse complained
of has included physical and mental abuse by staff, as
well as complaints that staff allowed peer abuse and
bullying to take place. There are also claims of sexual
abuse by staff members, peers and others. The
complaints have been mostly, but not always, against
named individuals. Some of these individuals have more
than one complaint against them.'

And indeed, it's recorded that the complaints do
include complaints against , HRF , who
we've heard a bit of evidence about in this Inquiry.
And there's some information about when these complaints
were received, but I think the broad period is between
1998 and 2025.
Yeah.
And when asked to assess the extent of the abuse at the
time of submitting this report, the trust says this at
5.2(i):

'"The trust has only the complaints made since 1998

50
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who have given evidence to this Ingquiry that have been
shown to you, and you've indeed heard oral evidence on
Friday from 'Isa'; I think you were present when she
gave her evidence. But I think again the statements
cover, broadly speaking, a period from around 1953
through to the closure of the home in 1980. So we're
covering the 1950s, 60s and 70s by that evidence?

Yes.

And indeed, we have people who have spoken about abuse
they suffered of various kinds, and also abuse that they
witnessed?

Yes.

And then, as far as the police statements are concerned,
I think there are around 28 individuals who have
provided statements to the police that have been shown
to you, 21 of whom were former residents. Again, some
in the 1950s, some in the 1960s and some of the 1970s,
is that right?

It is, yes.

And I think, in addition, there are four statements by
former staff, including Aunty that we've heard
some evidence about; is that correct?

Yes.

There's also one statement by a member of the committee
of management when the home was open, and I think
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there's a statement by a person who was related to the
staff at the home who spent time at the home as a child,
HSA H

Yeah.

And there's also a statement by the partner of a person
whose name has featured in the evidence, the late-
_—

Right, yeah.

Now, can I just, without going to these statements in
any detail, can I just perhaps remind you and those here
today of the sort of nature of the evidence that these
residents have given to the police and to this Inquiry.
And I think we've heard evidence that there was

a violent regime at Widowers', both in the era of the

SNR in the 1950s, but also in the era of [k
, a regime in which children were
regularly beaten by staff. I think you'll confirm you
have seen evidence to that effect?

Yes.

There's been evidence of physical abuse by staff,
including ,, sometimes using
implements, and indeed we've, I think, now heard some
evidence from a number of sources about the use of
Scholl sandals by Auntie Or I think
is her surname?
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LADY SMITH: Peter, do you remember Scholl sandals?

A. I don't unfortunately, but I'm glad I don't.

LADY SMITH: Late 60s, early 70s, they were very popular.

A solid wood thick sole.

A. Sounds like it -- yeah.

LADY SMITH: Whether it was the clog or the flip-flop type.
They were very heavy.

A. Mm-hmm.

MR PEOPLES: We've also heard of physical abuse by other
residents on children. We've heard evidence of young
female staff instigating sexual activity with residents,
both male and female, and I think you'll be familiar
with that.

A. Mm-hmm.

Q. And can I just say in passing on that matter, there was
some evidence about a particular auntie, ,. you'll
recall that?

A. Yes.

Q. And how she had sexual activity with a boy named-
3

A. I do, yeah.

Q. And I think the last witness, 'Gary', mentioned that
fact and estimated that that person would now be around
60 years of age at the time of his statement, which was
2017, I think.
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LADY SMITH: Yes, it was.

MR PEOPLES: Now, just for the record, the trust helpfully

provided, I think, the only document, contemporaneous
document, that it could locate that has survived since
the closure of Widowers', and that was a minute book
covering the period from about 1972 through to 1980; is
that correct?

Yes, that's correct.

And we haven't produced that, but be assured, I've seen
it and I've read it from cover to cover, and can I just
say this: I think you'll confirm that that minute book
contains quite a lot of information about changes in
staff in that period?

It does.

And what I can say is that I think we can see that

an auntie named , who was aged 16 when she was
appointed in either late 1973 or 1974, was at the home.
And we also see from the same record that shortly
afterwards, at AuntyHRF 's instigation, the boy called
_1eft late in 1974. She wanted him out of
the home.

Now, one could perhaps make some inferences about
some of that, and link it to some of the evidence we've
heard -- I don't know whether you would make that, but
I think I'm suggesting that we have some documentary
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A.

evidence that a young houseparent or auntie was there,
had the same name as the person we've heard, and that

the boy that she has said -- that the auntie, |i£&Y .
is sald to have had sexual activity with, was there at
the same time and left shortly after she did. I think
she left slightly before him, around that time?

Right.

LADY SMITH: Mr Peoples, you added that 'she wanted him out

of the home'. Is that something that comes out of the

records?

MR PEOPLES: Yes.

A.

Yes.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: Yes. Yes.

There was no indication -- I think it was to do with

behaviour, but no suggestion that it had something to do

with his behaviour with staff. So I make that clear.

But certainly he's referred to in that book.

LADY SMITH: And, sorry, which of them left first?

MR PEOPLES: Sorry?

LADY SMITH: Which of them left the home first, Auntie

MR PEOPLES: I think it was actually . Shortly

afterwards, _ left.

LADY SMITH: Thank vyou.
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MR PEOPLES: So -- well, it's for us to perhaps consider and

for the Chair to consider what significance that record
has, but at least we can say this: that there was a time
when a person called Auntie was in the home at
the same time as a person called _

Yes.

Yes.

Now, going back to the evidence of former residents,
just in brief, we've heard evidence of -- from more than
one source, of older boys abusing younger male and
female residents, both sexually and physically. I think
you'll recall that evidence and you'll probably have
read some of that evidence in the statements that I've
mentioned; is that correct?

Yes.

And also of older boys taking pleasure in inflicting
pain on younger residents?

It's a common theme.

Yes. I think we heard some of that from the evidence of
'Gary' that was read out this morning, but there are
others who make the same point. And indeed, I think
you'll probably remember quite vividly, the evidence
about the 1950s of the boiler room incident which was
spoken to by 'Robert', and the gang rape incident
involving 'Andrew'?
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Yes.

I mean, these stand out guite notably, I think, as
examples of this abuse; is that right?

Yes.

And indeed we also heard, moving forward to the 1960s
and '70s, the activities in the home of another boy,
RKE

Yes.

Whose name appears prominently, I think, in a number of
statements.

We've also heard evidence of a lack of supervision
of residents at bath times, allowing older boys to force
younger boys to touch each other while queueing in the
bath, you'll recall that evidence, I think?

Yes.

We have heard evidence of male staff sexually abusing
female residents. There was Mr HRK and
I think we heard some evidence of another person,
Mr this morning; is that right?

It is, yes.

We've heard evidence of a lack of affection and kindness

by staff towards residents, and we've also heard of HRF

HRF 's sitting room punishment; children made to stand
with arms outstretched for long periods, holding books

in their hands, and being punished if they dropped the
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books?

Yeah.

We've heard evidence about the treatment -- perhaps

I should say the appalling treatment -- of bed-wetters.

There was the bed-wetters' table in the 1950s and the
humiliation associated with that practice. There's also
the evidence this morning about how 'Gary' was treated,
including having his head held under water; do you
recall that?

It's appalling, yes.

And we've also heard evidence of keeping up appearances
when visitors came, children being taken from the
basement, changed from their normal clothing when
official visitors came, and then returned to their
basement and told teo put their normal clothes back on.
You'll recall that evidence, I think?

Yes.

We've heard evidence of force feeding by some aunties,
including Aunty ?

Yes.

We've heard evidence of children being locked in dark
rooms or cupboards as a punishment?

Yes.

And we've heard evidence that the staff really took no
real interest in the education of residents, for
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Mr Peoples.

MR PEOPLES: My Lady.

Peter, before the break I was just, to some extent,
trying to capture, in broad terms, the type of abuse and
the evidence of abuse that we'wve heard, both from the
applicant who gave evidence live on Friday, live
evidence, and from the statements that have been
provided to the Inquiry and to the police.

I'm not going to go further. I think there's
obviously a lot of different specific examples, but
I think in general terms we have a flavour of the types
of abuse that's sufficient for present purposes; we can
read the statements for ourselves in detail.

Yep.

What also emerged, I think, is that, from time to time,
when Widowers' was open, there were residents who
reported abuse, but it appears that either nothing
happened, when, for example, the police were brought in.
I think that happened in the 50s. Indeed, 'Andrew's'
evidence was to that effect. And I think there was also
evidence that, when abuse was reported to Aunty
MR ,, that the children were disbelieved
and the abuse continued as before.

So it does appear that there was knowledge that
children were complaining of abuse, but clearly, on the
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Yes, absolutely.

And it wasn't confined to just one or two members of
staff; it appears that some types of abuse were
practised by all staff?

Absolutely.

And indeed, I think the trust's position, and correct me
if I'm wrong, is that there is no reason to disbelieve
or not accept that body of evidence?

Not at all.

And, indeed, I think, as this Inguiry well knows -- and
I'm thinking of 's affidavit and some of the
police statements by former staff are concerned -- as

this Inquiry well knows, abusers often deny abuse and
that's something we've come across frequently in earlier
case studies. It's not an uncommon thing if someone's
confronted with their past --

Yep.

-- and there are things in it that they would either
rather forget or would rather deny?

Mm-hmm .

And, again, the trust was provided with an affidavit of
HiRE in 2009, as I think you're aware, in which

I think she completely denies abuse, in effect, and is
shocked by the idea that there would have been abuse; is
that the gist of it?

63






10

13

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

A.

Tes.

And following that meeting, he telephoned on
23 January 1999 and put in a handwritten note onto his
note of his meeting.

Mm—hrmm .

And I think that there, she did give some information
about some aunties who, I think, had featured in
allegations, and she said she didn't remember them.

Auntie HEsY

being one.
Would you like to go and see -- perhaps we should

just bring it up.

Mm~hmm .

LADY SMITH: Maybe we should.

MR PEOPLES: It's WCH-0000000676 and it should be in ...

LADY SMITH: Sorry, how many zeroes, Mr Peoples? Six or

seven?

MR PEOPLES: Seven.

LADY SMITH: And then 676 or 767

MR PEOPLES: 76, I thought.

LADY SMITH: Ah, I think you said 676.

MR PEOPLES: ©Oh, sorry.

What about 85? Does that ring a bell? Yes,
I think, yes, I think you'll have seen this recently?
Yep.
It's probably not something that you have necessarily
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seen before, but it is a note of a meeting --

A. Yes.

Q. -- between Mr -and your former partner, Alasdair

Campbell, and also two trustees of the trust,

in January 19992

A. Yes.

Q. If we just scroll through to the -- that gives
an account of the meeting and if we just carry on,
can go further on in the document, to the end, the
following page perhaps, and then -- yes, if we -- the

bottom half of the page, could we just stop there?

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

Is this again 1999? It just says '23 Jan'.
Yes, it's clearly 1999 because --
Must be the same year.

Well, it's signed AFC, or -- yes, AFC is his

initials. And he says:

LA

phoned -- '

This is the author of the note:

'I phoned Msand she has no recollection
off == 1
And it's two people who were aunties --
A. Mm-hmm.
Q. -- that are mentioned there. But she has no

recollection of, and I'll give their names, it's

PZX

who has featured in the evidence and
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Right.
If that assists:

'Apparently staff came and went all the time. She
said she'd only been aware of one incident when an older
child sexually abused a younger one. She informed the
social work department and the child was removed from
the home.'

And then we can forget about the final paragraph,
which is not relevant.

HRF being telephoned in

So there we have
1999 about allegations and being asked about staff, and
she has no recollection, at that point, of the two
individuals mentioned toc her, who were members of her
staff.

Mm—hmm .

But she does say that she does recall one occasion when
there was an incident that involved sexual abuse of --
by an older child of a younger child. And I think that,
if that was to be compared with the later affidavit --

and maybe we should bring that up then.

WCH-000000008 -- would that be right?

LADY SMITH: 1Is it eight or is it nine -- yes -- it's nine

zeroes, 1s it?

MR PEOPLES: No, I've got it, I think it's come up.

LADY SMITH: Eight zeroes.
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MR PEOPLES: Yes. So you see that's the affidavit, I think,

thatproduced in 2009.

Yeah.

About 30 years after she had retired. She was then
86 years old, because she was born, I think, on

25 April 2023 (sic). She says in that affidavit, and
I'll just read it short, but she says:

'I left the home when it closed in 1980, so my
memory of my time there has faded somewhat.'

She says at one peoint in the affidavit, and I'm just
going to again take this short, but be assured it is
there:

'TI have no paperwork from my time at the home, as
I left all of this in the building when I retired.'

She's not entirely clear of the date she started at
one point but then says it was a few days before
Christmas in 1960. She's not too sure of the numbers in
the home but thought it was around 60 or 70 when she
arrived.

Now, I think she's probably a bit out on the
numbers. I think historically there were high numbers,
but I think latterly there were a bit less than 60 to
70.

Yes.
She says during her -- in that affidavit that the
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And at paragraph 12, if we just keep scrolling down,
just, if we stop, the assistant matron for the majority
of the time there was Miss Collins.

Well, with great respect to , that's not
a name I have come across at all.

No.

There's no reference in the minute book, which covers
the period 1972 to 1980, to a Miss Collins. There's
reference to Miss |l . There's reference to Janet
Taylor, who was an assistant matron in 1973 but left
after a few months. BAnd then there's reference to Mrs
_ in 1973, and she was still there at
closure, so she would be the one, if she had a memory,
that was likely to retain --

Mm—hmm .

Be retained in the memory, I think. But I haven't been
able to find anyone fitting --

There were ex-residents, -

Yes. That's right.

Mm-hmm .

And she says later on, if we go down, I think she speaks
about two particular aunties, including Aunty.
Perhaps we need to keep scrolling down. Again.
Probably beyond. I'm looking for the paragraph that

says that she had no concerns aboutor
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HRE , that's Aunty I think it's in
the affidavit at some point.

Perhaps just keep going.

Paragraph 26. Yes. So she said:

'T agreed they would perhaps have been regarded as
being strict, but I had no complaints about them at any
time.'

And she said she had no complaints, at 27:

'... about anything from the children, either that
they were unhappy because of the way they had been
treated by a fellow resident or by the staff.’'

Well, that can't be right, because she tells us in
1999 that one child was abused by another child, and
that older child was removed. So she's not remembered
that.

No.

And indeed, when asked about 'Andrew', whose statement
has been read in, I think she says later on, if we keep
going --

30.

Paragraph 30, she says:

'I would not imagine that 'Andrew' would make things

Although she wasn't actually at the home at that
time, she clearly had some dealings with him later on
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because he came to visit his brother, 'Robert', in the
60s.

She then is asked, if we keep going down, she's
asked about whose name appeared in the 1999
handwritten note. And she says -- and again, I'm trying
to find the paragraph --

35.

35, thank you very much. She says that she has no
memory of her -- sorry, she has a memory of her. She
says:

'I was not aware of any allegations against her.

I did get rid of her but not for anything specific. She
was just not up to the job. She was a young woman.'

Now, she had no memory of that person in 1999, when

she was asked about it by your former partner, Alasdair

Campbell.

Mm~hmm .

And then she's asked at paragraph 36 about . She
says:

'I cannot remember her surname. I was not aware of
any allegations against her. I did get rid of her, but
not for anything specific. She was just not up to the
job. She was a young woman.'

Well, she had no memory ofin 1999,
according to the handwritten note by your colleague,
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A.

Q.

engagement with ex-residents by the trust before then --
Yes, two ex-residents came.

== in 1998/99, there was a police investigation by 2009.

LADY SMITH: Of course.

MR PEOPLES: And I think in that context it was thought

A,

Q.

A.

appropriate to speak to on the matter.

Yes.
And this was what she produced; is that correct?

That's correct.

LADY SMITH: And she was well into her 80s by then.

MR PEOPLES: 86, I think.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: But, obwviously, if she's right, and if Aunty

RSN s right in what she told the police, no child was

ever abused at Widowers'.

Now, I don't think that's a position you now accept?
Not at all.
And indeed, we can't get any assistance from the minute
book on that matter, or indeed the annual reports. They
don't hint at any form of abuse. But you probably
wouldn't expect them to?
No.
I think we've found in the past that these types of
records are not terribly informative on the day-to-day
lives or, indeed, any complaints that children might be
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to postpone those until after tomorrow's evidence; is
that right? There are read-ins scheduled for this week
that we've not got to yet, but it's not sensible to get
done now.

MR PEOPLES: Yes. Well, the read-ins that do relate to
St Margaret's, I think I would rather just fit them in
after I've taken the evidence of the first --

LADY SMITH: Absolutely. I rather thought that was the case
but I thought I'd better check.

MR PEOPLES: Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Thank you, Mr Peoples.

Now, names again. There were no new names mentioned

in Peter Yellowlees' evidence, apart from_

They're not to be identified as referred to in our
evidence outside this room, so please would everybody
remember that.
And so I'll rise now until tomorrow morning, yes?
MR PEOPLES: 10.00.
LADY SMITH: Wait a minute, is there some puzzle? Have
I missed somebody, or have I mentioned somebody who
shouldn't be there?
MR PEOPLES: I think I mentioned a person who was related
to -- she was a child at the time, she's not a child in
care. |
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LADY SMITH: Yes, I see that. I do know that she has been
redacted from documentation. Perhaps people could
check, doublecheck with us about , that may
or may not be protected.

Thank you very much. Until tomorrow morning then.
Thank you.
(12.20 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am the following day)
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