Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PGV

Support person present: Yes

My name is S 2'though | used the surname [Elifor a number

of years as a child. My date of birth is [ ] NN 1965. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

My mother was || lland she died about twenty-two years ago when she was
forty-eight. When | was born my mother was unmarried, but one of my aunties later

told me that my dad was a guy called ||| ]I My grandfather [ was a

Catholic and a serious bigot and apparently he told || il to 'eave because he
was a Protestant.

In | 1966. just after | was born, my mother married | R He was

born in 1940 and | think he might be dead now as well, although | don't know for sure.
They went on to have my half-brother |l about eighteen months later and about
five years after that they had my half-sister ||}

As far back as | can remember, we were always moving from place to place. We might
stay somewhere for three or four months and then we'd go somewhere else. | think
my step-father was a bad debtor and | think he never got on with my mother's family,

who lived in Castlemilk.



10.

My step-father worked as a-for the Territorial Army, but he was a drinker and
every weekend he used to batter my mother. After he did we'd go and stay with
somebody, then he'd come and say it wouldn't happen again and we’d go back to
wherever it was we were living at the time. | remember | felt like a gypsy, we were

always on the move.

At first we stayed in Pollock before we moved to Partick and then to the Gorbals. After
that we moved to Castlemilk and then back to the Gorbals again. There were lots of
moves, mostly around the Gorbals area.

My step-father’s violence was regular and was directed at both my mother and me. |
was in and out of hospitals regularly and we would often end up in women'’s refuges.
| remember always associating women with black eyes, because so many of the other
women in the refuges were there after getting beaten up as well.

We were in one refuge for about six months, which was called Abbotsford Place in
Glasgow. The building had five or six houses all crammed together and the people
upstairs obviously didn't like the refuge being below them. They used to throw petrol
bombs at the door and | can remember the police being there regularly.

If | was to summarise my childhood at that time, a word | would use would be unloved.
| vividly remember when | was probably three years old that | got drunk and was found
lying in a drawer. At that time we were living in what was called a ‘single-end’, which
was just one big room and me and my brother slept in an alcove. Someone had left a
bottle of sherry on the table and | picked it up and drunk it. | remember being taken to
hospital and singing and people giving me fnoney because they thought | was funny.

| made six or seven pounds.

| was registered at St Bonaventure’s primary school in the Gorbals in 1970 as [

Although | was never adopted by my step-father, [N Was the name
| was given. Years later, when | got my National Insurance card it was addressed to

| had no idea who that was because I'd always thought my name

wes R
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Children were allowed to mix freely. An adolescent could go into the younger ones
part and younger children could go into the adolescent unit. Just because a child was
a certain age didn’'t mean they were restricted to that part of the unit. Most kids
seemed to keep to their own peer group though.

The person in charge of Gryffe when | got there was a guy called Hogarth. | think his
first name was Adam. He was a decent guy. His office was off the corridor past the
kitchen. Hogarth left after I'd been at Gryffe for about a year and a guy called Ralph
Anderson took over. He was a decent guy as well and he was there for the rest of the

time | was. | never saw much of either of them.

B =5 2 guy called RRMIE who had | ' don't know his first

name, but we all used to take the mickey out of him. There was also an assistant head
called Geoff Bamber.

Quite a lot of the staff were good and most of their positions were as houseparents in
charge of the different age groups. for example, was the houseparent
in charge of the adolescent unit when | was in there. She was an evil cow. Amongst
the rest of houseparents was a guy called who was decent, Alex
Campbell and [N ho was also a decent guy. There was also a husband
and wife called [jiiand i} but | can’t remember their second name.

Sl was one of the designated minibus drivers and | didn’t have much dealings with
either of them, although [l was a bit handy like Geoff Bamber and [ EGzNzG

B aiways used to [} ! don't know if he maybe had |l Disease.

There were also a couple of night staff and a cook in the kitchen, but | don’t remember
their names. | always thought it was strange that the night staff were two old women,

rather than a man and a woman.
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Breakfast was things like toast and cereal. It was basic and nothing fancy, but it was
okay. School dinners were brilliant by comparison, | loved them. Everybody got the
same food and there were two choices: you could take it or you could leave it. If
someone didn't like what they were given and didn’t eat it, the houseparent would take
it away.

About eight o'clock in the evening there was also a thing called supper, which I'd never
heard of before. At supper there would be juice and toast or a wee cake or something
like that.

If you hadn’t eaten your dinner, whichever houseparent was on duty would bring it
back to you at supper. | think they must have thought that if you weren’t hungry at
dinner, you would be hungry at supper. You'd be given the same food again and you
wouldn’t get any toast. There was no other punishment for not eating your food, but if
you didn’t eat it when it was served back to you, you would go to bed hungry.

The worst one for serving it up again was She was a big part of my
life at Gryffe and she was a big part of me not liking certain foods even now.

Washing/bathing

There was no specific time for washing, you washed when you wanted to wash,
nobody told you when. There was no shower in the bathroom, just a bath with a
shower head attached to the taps, but you could go in there and lock the door. You
could be safe in there.

The only showers were those that were next to the gymnasium, which were further
away from the rest of the building. There was a row of three or four showers in an
area off the corridor leading to the gymnasium with just a wall for privacy and no door.
Nobody went down to use them if they were just going for a wash.
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Discipline

Nobody ever told me anything about what was allowed and what wasn't or what
discipline code there might have been. The staff referred to us by our names or by
nicknames and we called the staff by their names. Most of the kids had nicknames, |
used to be known as [Nl and | would answer to that. Some of the staff, | don’t
remember who, would call me “Cunt”, but | wouldn’t answer to that.

Bed Wetting

One of the lads | shared a room with at first was a constant bed wetter. He might have
been called [ and was about eleven years old. He had a rubber sheet
on his bed and in the morning when whichever houseparent that was on duty pulled
back his quilt and saw it, they would just leave it.

They wouldn’t turn the mattress or change the sheets and the boy would have to sleep
in the same bed the following night. It could have been any of the houseparents, it
just depended on their shift pattern, but it was usually Geoff Bamber, [Nl EGNGNG
or one of the married couple, o

| can’t remember what the houseparents’ reactions were, but the boy would be stinking
of urine through his clothes because he wouldn't get washed and the houseparents
would just leave him. It wasn't right.

I /=5 often punished for wetting the bed, which could be a daily occurrence over
the two or three months | shared a room with him. | regularly saw Geoff Bamber and
B o< him what | would call a ‘Chinese burn’ on the bare skin of his arm
and if | never saw it, he would tell me.

He would be put on the floor and they used to sit on top of him and twist the skin on
his arm between their hands. If he refused to go on the floor, | saw Geoff Bamber slap
him on the back of the head and make him go down. It would leave marks, but we
wore long-sleeved shirts to school and that hid them.
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Abuse at Gryffe Children’s Home

Geoff Bamber and [ 0ave me Chinese bums as well. In the beginning
it was maybe a weekly occurrence. |If | refused to go down onto the floor Bamber
would slap me on the back of the head to make me. Once | was on the floor, he would
sit on my back or on my chest and either he or [l Would give me a

Chinese burn.

| think with me it was because he said | was insubordinate and disrespectful to the
adults. It could have been anything that might have caused him to think it. 1 might
have told him to “fuck off”, or something like that. To me, a child might tell their parents
that and run away or whatever and that's what | was doing. | was just being a child.
It was my automatic reaction to somebody trying to enforce their will on me.

Two or three times during the night, people used to come in the dormitory and try and
disorientate us. They would switch the lights off and while we couldn’t see, somebody
would sit on you and pin you down, while the other gave you a Chinese burn or
sometimes they’'d head-butt you. Sometimes a couple of them would pee on you.

| thought it must have been and Geoff Bamber and | couldnt
understand how it could be happening because it should only have been the night staff
that were on duty. Then | found out it was some of the older boys who were sixteen
or seventeen that were doing it. |1 don’t know their names.

| think they were doing it to us because it had been happening to them and because
they thought it was funny. | think they would pee on you to get you into trouble in the
morning when the staff came round to check if anyone had wet their bed. | heard other
boys talk of being bullied as well, but | never saw what might have been happening.

In the first three months of me being at Gryffe | was accused of fire raising. | was
downstairs and when | went up to the dorm | found the curtains were on fire. | went
back down and told one of the houseparents who went up, set the fire alarm off and
the fire was put out. Nobody was hurt and there wasn't much damage.
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All the boys did what they were told and took their trousers and pants down and started
masturbating. As we did, Bamber sat and played with himself as well. He took his
penis out of his pants and masturbated until he ejaculated. When everybody had
finished he told us all to get dressed, packed up the tent and we all went back to the
home.

He also used to take different boys away from time to time. | don’t know where they
went and he never took me. The boys would never say what had happened, but |
think we all knew. | think pride would play a part and those boys felt like they couldn’t
speak about it.

All my sexual abuse stopped when | turned fourteen because by that time | was really
rebelling. I'd joined the cadets and the boxing club and I could fight. | was left alone
because | could defend myself. | stopped going down to the gymnasium and instead
played football on the grass outside at the front. | was never in the showers with

Bamber or sexually abused by him again.

| used to beat myself up because | wanted to help the other boys. | used to try and
fight him and punch him and sometimes it worked. | took the beatings for the other
boys, the boys who couldn’t take it. If | knew that a boy was going to get a beating |

would stand in front of him and tell Bamber to leave him.

Sometimes | would be put on the floor and sat on by Bamber or the other member of
staff called While | was pinned down by one the other would kick and punch me.
| would take it just to stop the other boy getting a beating. Bamber used to like me
getting a beating. He knew he couldn’t get to me sexually and he wanted to see me

suffer.

These beatings from Bamber and [giprobably went on for a year-and-a-half and were
pretty regular. After that time | moved up to the adolescent unit where my houseparent

was R ' think | saw Sl every single day and | think she gave me

Chinese burns every single day. | used to let her because a girl that was also in the
adolescent unit, _ couldn’t take it. | felt obliged to take it for her.
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It was the same routine with il she clearly thought she had to control us by giving
us those Chinese burns on the arms. She would tell us that she had been in the
community for years and nobody would believe us if we spoke about it.

Reporting of abuse at Gryffe Children’s Home

When | was at school | always used to roll the sleeves of my shirt up to show the marks
from the Chinese burns, but none of the teachers ever asked where the marks came
from.

The only teacher who did ask was a guy called Arthur Bell, who was the P.E. teacher
and saw the marks on my arms a few times. Whenever he asked | just told him I'd
fallen or that someone had grabbed me. To me it was less grief, because | didn’t want
anyone to think | was a ‘grass’.

When | was taken back to Gryffe by the police after | had run away | would say | wasn't
getting cared for and | think told them on three occasions that | was being abused. |
never specifically mentioned the sexual abuse. To me that was enough, but they never
asked for more detail, they never even wrote anything down and still | was taken back.

As an adult now, | wonder why that was happening when | was telling the police the
reason. Surely it should have occurred to them that there must have been something
wrong with Gryffe if | kept running away. It was a cry for help and nobody was listening.

| approached other members of staff at Gryffe and tried to tell them about Bamber, but
they just used to tell me not to be stupid and to go away. | can’t remember who they
were, some of the houseparents. | always used to tell a group of them at the same
time, but even then nobody believed me. They made it clear they thought | was telling
lies. I'm not sure whether those other staff were aware what Bamber was doing, but
they certainly weren't prepared to listen to me.
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134. 1left Gryffe in ||l when | was still seventeen and | felt even more lost. | didn't
have an identity. | felt as if I'd done something wrong again and was being discarded
like a piece of rubbish. Despite all the abuse I'd suffered, Gryffe was where the only
family | had was and that was being taken away.

135. | thought | was going to my grandad [ lfs. but | was driven by one of the staff
from Gryffe to another home called Ardoch in Pollockshields. | was only there for
about a month and the records I've since obtained say that it was supposedly for some

sort of transitional period.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

136.

137. Eventually, after four weeks, | just said | was going. | got my stuff and left and nobody
stopped me. My grandad |JJlf was still alive so | went to his. I'm sure he would
have told the social work | was there with him and they maybe got in touch with him,
but they certainly never spoke to me.

138. | started looking for a job and tried to join the police at first, but | failed the medical
because | was too small so my grandad suggested | try the army. 1 didn’t fancy that,
however the Marines looked more appealing so | applied and got in. | only stayed with
my grandad for about five weeks before | went down south to start my training.

Life after being in care

139. Legally | had to start using NG "hen | started applying for jobs. | had
bit of a problem having to explain where the [ came from.

140. | signed up for twenty-five years in the Marines and went to train in Plymouth. |
remember a guy who was training us saying that you must be psychotic to want to join

the Marines and | thought he was probably right.
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About three years ago | was going to take private action against Bamber and spoke to
a solicitor, but was told that Bamber had died in custody. He had been due to appear
at court, but he died before doing so. My solicitor told me he had spoken to Moira Fife,
but he was finding it hard to pin her down and get any information from her.

Eventually | stopped the civil action because | realised money wasn’t the answer. If |
had received compensation it would be as if it was Bamber's money and | don’t want
anything to do with him.

Records

Around six months ago | applied for my social work records from Glasgow District
Council after | was advised to do so by Clare Soper from the Redress scheme. | spoke
to a guy called Kevin Howe who works at Commonwealth House in Glasgow and after
a couple of months | received them.

The records are heavily redacted and consist of about twenty pages. When | picked
them up, Kevin Howe said there were actually over a thousand pages, although some
of those records related to my family.

Some of the records were useful for putting a timeframe to things, but | was very angry
when | first read them. There is a comment about my step-father having custody of
me and | couldn’t understand how that could have been as he wasn't my dad. They
also say that | favoured my step-dad and that he bribed me to stay with him.

| couldn’t understand why they were saying that. He beat me regularly and | hated the
guy. He used to address me as “the bastard [fdll} in front of my mother and yet
some social worker wrote that | favoured him.

There is also a comment about my mother showing no interest in me and there's a
report to the social work in Glasgow from [ 2t Gryffe, talking about my
progress.
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Other information

| actually got an apology from the guy who had been the head of Gryffe when | left,
Ralph Anderson. | met him by chance about six months after | left and he told me he
was sorry that | had been put out as | was. He recognised | hadn't been taught any
life skills and had just been forgotten about.

What | can't get over is people not believing me when | tried to report what was
happening. | tried repeatedly, but no one would listen.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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