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have, on _1958. There were periods, my Lady,

where he was returned back to his parents for a trial

period, and this was not until-1961, but then was
readmitted to St Margaret's again in _ 1962. But
Thomas tells us, my Lady, that he was, he thinks, about

4 years old when he went to St Margaret's --

LADY SMITH: That would be about right, ves.

MS FORBES: Yes, and he says that he remembers not wanting

to leave the family home and the social worker grabbed
him by the arm to put him in the car.
From paragraph 9, he says:

'When I arrived at St Margaret's, I saw that it was

a large Victorian house. I met who was

the headmaster during my time at the home. He would
have been in his 30s then, but he has since died.

I also met Margaret Finlay who was in charge of the
girls. She did not stay at the home as she had her own
house nearby. We had to call the people in charge
"Uncle" or "Runtie".

'TI was still upset when I arrived as I was wanting
to go home. I did see _ [and he names him]
that first day, but he had different thoughts from me as
he was happy to be there. He ended up staying there

until he was old enough to join the army. _
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- the same dormitory.

i Secondary Institutions - tg

there were periods where the social
work thought things were okay with my family and I would
be back staying with them. It never lasted longer than
a few months before I was back at St Margaret's.

I stayed there for about eight years.

'I think there would have been 15 to 20 boys and the
same number of girls. They would have been between the
ages of 4 and up to about 16. In St Margaret's, there
were three dormitories for boys and a large room for the
girls. In the dormitory I stayed in, we had bunk beds
and there were eight of us in there. 1In one of the
other boys' dorms, there were five or six bunks. In the
last boys' dorm there were 10 sets of bunks. All the
dormitories were on the upper floor. The toilets and
showers were also on this floor and there was
a staircase leading to the attic.

'On the ground floor there was the dining hall,
kitchen, offices for the staff and nurse, along with
a bedroom for staff for overnight stays. There was
a playroom where we could play the bagpipes, violins and
games. There was another bedroom for any students
learning to be care workers and who needed to stay
there. There was a kit room with a sewing machine. 1In
that room, there were lots of large, mail-type bags
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at the family home, it was nicer. Other than
an incident with rice, there were no issues with the
food, as it was mostly good.

'When it came to washing and bathing at
St Margaret's, I was always having to get help from
Mr or Mr Murphy as I had never been shown how to
wash myself.

'All the clothes I wore came from the home, as the
ones I wore were so dirty and scruffy. Mr Murphy or
later Mreven had to help me get into my pyjamas
as I had never worn them before. When it came to going
to school we had to wear shorts every day, whether it
was summer or winter.

'In the evening time, we might be doing some
wrestling, boxing or going out to play. It would be
Mr Murphy that would take us for the sports. If I had
been bad, Mr Murphy would have me fight in the boxing
ring with an older boy and he would be told to give me
it tight for being bad. When this happened to me,

I would have been about 6 or 7, and the boy I had to
fight would have been about 12. I am not sure the older
boys wanted to be involved in the fights, as we all got
on well together.

'If we were in the games room, there were plenty of
board games, along with books. I could only loock at the
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would result in a slap on the bare backside.

'There was also an Irish student called [gil®]

who was working and staying at St Margaret's
when I was resident there. I can remember we were to

call him "Uncle[fll8' and he was in his 40s and had the
foulest breath. I think he was with the home for
anywhere between six months and a year. I was about 7
or 8 when it happened to me, but I was not the only boy
abused.

'When it happened to me, I was walking along the
corridor when, without warning, he pulled me into his
room, which was next door to Mr Murphy's. He
immediately pulled his trousers down and tried to make
me perform oral sex on him. I managed to struggle
enough to stop him. He tried this on four or five
different occasions. He also tried to penetrate me
anally, but again, it never happened. I would just be
shouting and screaming until he stopped.

'I am aware that one of the residents called -
- did try to report whathad done to
him, but I don't know what happened with that.

'I am aware that later in my life, Mr Murphy was
taken to court for abusing some of the boys. It was
during his trial that more information came out about

also being involved in abusing some boys.

13






10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

i

22

23

24

25

MS FORBES: That's when he left St Margaret's, my Lady, vyes.

econdary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later At paragraph 94,

then, he says he was about 13 when he left Dale School
and he went home to stay with his mum, but he says he
got himself into trouble again and he went to a panel
and he was told he was being sent to Rossie Farm. And
he tells us about Rossie Farm between paragraphs 96 and
100 of his statement and, again, he gave evidence about
that previously.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MS FORBES: Again, he talked about bullying there from older
boys and some sexual abuse or attempts from a boy.

He then tells us at paragraph 11 about leaving
Rossie --

LADY SMITH: 111.

MS FORBES: Sorry, paragraph 111, my Lady, I do apologise.

LADY SMITH: That's all right.

MS FORBES: And he says he was being allowed to leave and go
home because he had been behaving himself. But he says
when he did get home, it was about six weeks before he
started getting in trouble again and he was back before
another panel.

He was then at an unknown remand home in Edinburgh
and that is set out in his statement from paragraph 114.
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signed his statement, it's dated 31 January 2023.

LADY SMITH: There's something of an irony in that comment
about women, given that Murphy and_
were appointed against the normal picture of
these children's homes being run only by women, and they
specifically were trying to get some men involved.

MS FORBES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

So that completes that statement?

MS FORBES: Yes, my Lady.

My Lady, the next statement then, again it is for
St Margaret's, and it's from an applicant who is
anonymous and 1s known as 'Dennis', and the reference
for his statement is WIT-1-000000661.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Dennis' (read in)

MS FORBES: 'Dennis' tells us he was born in 1954 and talks
about his life before going into care, at paragraphs 2
to 4. He says he was born and brought up in Dunfermline
and he initially was with his parents and he has two
siblings, a sister who's a year younger than him, and
another sister who's about four years younger.

He tells us that his mother suffered from alcohol
addiction and his father was a miner, and that his
father had a mining accident and sustained a severe leg
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LADY SMITH: It says here he was 8.
MS FORBES: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

MS FORBES: Yes.

My Lady, I think he says:

'I did not like being there on the first day as it
was a different atmosphere and nothing like living on
the farm. Once I settled, and apart from the abuse,

I liked being there.

'The home was run by the local authority but it was
managed by David Murphy. He was assisted by
HDI I knew her as she worked at the children's home
in Leslie, Fife where my previous placement had been.
When we were at St Margaret's, we had to call them
"Uncle" and "Aunt" respectively. There was also a cook
and a cleaner, but we did not have much interaction with
them.

'Aunt was for the most times really nice.
She came across as gquite motherly and good with us all.
She was also a generous woman. She entered different
competitions and any prizes she won, she gave to the
children in the home.

'I think there would have been about 14 or 15
children in the home, a mix of boys and girls. I think
I was one of the youngest children there and the oldest
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was around 14 years old. There was always a changeover
of children. Some were being placed into foster
families, some were moved with age, and some of them
returned home. During our time in the home, [and he
names his sister and says she] was able to move back in
with my mum who was then living in Dundee.

'I can remember some of the children from my time
there. There were three from the same family.'

And he names them, and he names some other people as
well and he says that he later tried to find some of
them through Facebook.

He goes on at paragraph 20:

'T shared my dormitory with another three boys. The
girls slept in a different dormitory in the building.
The dormitories were a mix of beds and bunk beds. We
had to keep the room tidy, and if it was not to Uncle
Dave's satisfaction, he would punish us by taking away
some of our privileges.

'Uncle Dave and Aunt would wake us up in
the morning. We would then get washed and dressed and
into the dining room for breakfast. They might help us
getting dressed if, for example, we were having trouble
tying our ties or fastening our shoelaces. That took me
some time to be able to do that.

'We went to bed between 7.30 pm and 8.00 pm. As
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I got older, that would have been a bit later. Sometime
later, I would also be moved to a better room.

'We all ate our meals together in the dining room.
The boys sat at separate tables from the girls. Uncle
Dave supervised the boys and Aunt the girls.

If you misbehaved, you would be made to stay in your
room and would have to miss the next meal.

'The food at St Margaret's was generally good and
there was enough to eat. Aside from any other issue, if
you did not like anything, you did without until the
next mealtime.

'If you did not like any of the food or did not
finish what you were fed, they would force feed you.

I hated sprouts. That and any other food I did not
like, then Uncle Dave would pinch my nose, thereby
making me open my mouth. He would force my head back
and then push the food into my mouth. He did this to
any of the other boys that was having problems with
their food. I did see Aunt |gMl do that sometimes
to the girls. On most days there would be someone being
made to eat their food this way.

'There were separate bathrooms for boys and girls.
We had plenty of sinks for us to get washed and there
was a bath available. Uncle Dave would supervise the

boys and Auntsupervised the girls, just to
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make sure we were washing properly. I think we could
have a bath three or four days a week.

'TI did have a problem with bed-wetting. Uncle Dave
would get me up two or three times during the evening or
night. It started with him trying to help me stop
wetting the bed.

'If I wet the bed, I had to stay in my room while
the others went for breakfast. While they sat
downstairs eating, I would have a bath. The others
would often laugh at me when I wet the bed. The staff
would not intervene to stop the kids.

'If we were in the home, we just wore day clothes.
When we were at school, we wore our uniforms. Uncle
Dave or Aunt might have been given a budget by
the social work. If so, we were taken into town and got
some new clothes. Otherwise we wore hand-me-downs.

'With the home backing onto the beach, it made it
easy access for some of the boating facilities. There
was a rowing boat, a sailing yacht and small motorboat.
Once we were taught properly, we were allowed to use the
rowing boat. Most without staff being in the boat.
Obviously for the small yacht and small motorboats,
there were always staff with us when we were allowed out
on them.

'There was also the games room on the ground floor
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hospital was in Cupar and was quite a big hospital. 1In
the hospital, there were other people with mental health
issues and some who were handicapped. I can't remember
the name of the psychiatrist. I did not tell him
anything about the abuse from Uncle Dave as I did not
think he would believe me and, if he did, he might tell
Uncle Dave and I would be punished again.

'When it came to my birthday, I would be given
presents and there would be a small party. The cook
would make a cake and we would share it. At Christmas

we were given presents, Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

'Mr Miller, my soclial worker, visited me at the home
about once a fortnight. Sometimes he would take me out
in his car. Other times it was in a room in the home.
When we were in the room, it was just him and I. There
was no staff present.'

Then 'Dennis' says:

'My sister was with me at St Margaret's and apart
from when we were in the separate dormitories, I saw her
every day.'

My Lady, this is another peculiar part of the

statement, compared to the records --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

Because from the records, we don't have her going to
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taking Uncle Dave's side.

'Because of the abuse, I began stealing from shops.
Sometimes I was caught by the shopkeeper and he would
tell the headmaster at the school. It turned out the
headmaster would then report it back to Uncle Dave.

'I was also playing up in school. I was stealing
and doing anything to get myself into trouble.

'Again, when I was being visited by Mr Miller, I was
telling him about being given the strap. Rather than
trying to find out why I was doing the bad things, his
only response was that I should not be stealing sweets.
The use of the strap continued and I can only presume
Mr Miller had agreed that this was to be allowed by
Uncle Dave.

'T also told Aunt but her response was
that there was nothing she could do and that I should
just learn to behave myself.

'As I was constantly getting into trouble,

a decision was made that I was leaving St Margaret's and
being sent to Oakbank Residential Home in Aberdeen. It
was just me that went there, as my sister was back with
mum. '

I think, my Lady, he then talks about Oakbank, but
from the records we've seen, there was a period in
a remand home, which, it's not stated what the name of
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MS FORBES: I think the next thing we have is a live
witness, my Lady, who is due to be here to start at
11.45.

LADY SMITH: Right, very well. So you want me to rise now
and wait until she's ready -- it's she, isn't it?

MS FORBES: It is, yes.

I mean, I could do a read-in to start, but
Mr Sheldon is involved and isn't down yet.

LADY SMITH: I think it's better not. I think we will pause
now.

Before I rise though, let me just catch up on the

names of people whose identities are protected by my

General Restriction Order. We had
KNC or Y , also known as Uncle HWO.

Aunt [gl¥l . And although their names have been used
just now, they're not to be identified as referred to in
our evidence outside this room.
Thank you.
(11.03 am)
(A short break)
(11.45 am)
LADY SMITH: Mr Sheldon.
MR SHELDON: My Lady, we move on now to hear some evidence

43















10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

i

22

23

24

25

And you tell us, page 2, that you were then taken to
a children's home in Ellon?

Yes.

Is that 'arn-ha' you pronounce it?

Arnha', that's correct, yes.

And was that just on the same day that you were taken
away from your family?

It must have been, but, er, my sister was with me.
Yes. So the two of you were taken to this --

Yeah.

—- children's home and you think that at that time you
were maybe 2 or 37

Yes. My brother was left with the family, my own
family.

And you say at paragraph 7 that the social worker was
there. This was at Arnha, the children's home?

Yes.

And she didn't explain to you what was happening?

No.

Did she say anything? Did she tell you anything?

Jifs] Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to My sister had a bad speech impediment

and I was the only one that understood what she said,
and I was more concerned about my sister, them not
understanding what she wanted.
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Sure. And you tell us that that was the last time you
ever saw your mum and dad?

Yes.

I think you tell us that your father sometimes went to
Coblehaugh --

He did.

-— Children's Home, trying to find you?

Yes, he did.

But you never saw him?

No.

And the people didn't make any arrangements

for you to see him?

No.
Uncle who we called -- we called them Aunt
HAF and Uncle Uncle , when I walked into

the children's home --

Sorry to stop you there.

sSorry.

But this is Coblehaugh you're talking about?
Coblehaugh.

And Uncle was one of the people

He was -- he worked outside the home but Aunt

Nl =he was _ And when I walked in, Uncle

S says, 'I know who you are'. And I said, 'How do

you --' He says, 'You're _'3 daughter'. He
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used -- they had a lot of grounds at the children's home
and my father used to work on the grounds sometimes.
All right.

But even though he worked --
No.
-- there, you never got to see him?
No.
Well, you tell us then, 'Megan', that you were sent to
stay with foster carers, foster parents, and you've
given evidence about that and in short, you didn't have
a great experience with them?
No.
And you were there for some time and then at some point,
and I'm looking at page 9 of your statement now,
paragraph 35, you say that on leaving you
went to this other children's home, Craiglarach?

Craiglarach, that was in Aboyne.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

But then you tell us that from Craiglarach, you went to
the Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Aberdeen.
Mm, mm.
How did that come about? Whose idea was that?
Ms Urquhart. She said that I was retarded. She, well,
presumed it. But I was very quiet, but -- and I was
still wetting the bed at that time and -- and I do admit
I had a temper, 'cause I lost my temper in the end with
the foster parents, my foster mum, but -- but I ended up
there.
And Ms Urquhart said that that was because you were
retarded?
Yes.
Did she say that to you?
She said that to Dr Simone.
All right, okay.

Yes, you tell us -- this is paragraph 39 of your

statement -- that there was a Dr Simone there?
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a very strange school. But that changed and Mr --
Dr -came to run the school. But he was not a doctor
as such. His name was doctor, probably because of
certificates, whatever.
Sure,
And he changed it about a bit.
But on the whole, and again just taking this briefly,
'‘Megan', I think you say that until you left the school,
you had really quite a good experience there, the people
were guite nice, you say?
They were nice. I made two good friends, there. Yes,
I did. Mm-hmm.
Sure.
Learned to smoke there.
Okay.

So you were then briefly back at the foster carers'?
Yes.
And then off to yet another children's home?
Yes.

This was one in Aberdeen, is that right?

V=1l Secondary Institutions - to be published later I think it was
Secondary Institutions - to be published later I can't remember the name.

Sorry, what was the school you mentioned?

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Right. And I'm looking at page 15 now of your
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statement. And so you were going to the school but at
the time you were staying at another children's home
called St Clair's, is that right?

That's right, St Clair's Home for Girls.

Do you recall what age you would have been by this

point?

About 9, 10 -- 10? Maybe 10. I think 10. Just going
on 11. I'd been expelled from boarding school.

Yes.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

I think you tell us that, at page 16, well, you perhaps
can't see this, but I think we understand that you were
about 12 when you were at St Clair's. Would that sound

about right?
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A. 11 or 12. Mm, 11 or 12. 'Cause I was at boarding
school -- yes, it would be 11 or 12.

Q. I think you say that -- and I'm jumping about a bit, I'm
afraid. And you don't have to do this but you tell us
at paragraph 41 that you were about 8 or 9 when you went
to the boarding school; would that sound about right?

A. Yes, I was 9. Because I can remember leaving the
hospital. Yeah, 9.

Q. So maybe 11 or 12 when you were at St Clair's?

A. 12, yeah. Didn't stay there long.

ll Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Q. Right. And the more long-term place they found for you
was Coblehaugh, is that right?
A. Coblehaugh, yes.
Q. Right.
But you tell us, just before you tell us about

Coblehaugh, and I'm looking at page 18 now, paragraph 75

and 76.
A. Yeah.
Q. You say that the female foster carer had referred to you

as 'a tinker' and Ms Urgquhart always said you wouldn't
amount to much because you were a traveller, and you say
that she said, 'You'll end up with lots of kids and be
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round and said to him in front of everyone, you know,
'You go round people's doors for your mother getting
sugar', you know, 'Be quiet'. And I thought, no you
don't -- it's not right.

She was very dismissive of this boy?

Yeah, just like she was of me. Yeah.

But you thought that with you it was particularly
because you came from a travelling family?

Yes. And I have -- yeah, I've found out since through
meeting my cousin and brother, they were treated more or
less the same.

They were treated the same? Right. Did you get that
from anybody else, 'Megan'? Was it just Ms Urguhart or
did other people treat you in that sort of way?

No. No. At school they made no difference. At school,
they were fine. There was no talk about it at school.
And in Coblehaugh, as I say, Uncle [gaW8ll had said that he
knew my father, but then I suppose I was a bit
dismissive 'cause I didn't really want to know. So --
I must say that Uncle and Aunt to my
recollection, did the best they could, in the
circumstances.

Yes, you say at paragraph 78 that they were, in your
experience, they were nice. You talk about Aunt Lilly
that you've just mentioned who was the cook?
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So you tell us a bit about Uncle . It was and

who [Jlbore, is that right?

Yes.

Did you recall their second name?

-

And I think you've told us this before, but perhaps you
can just explain. It seems he didn't actually work in
the home, Uncle ,. is that right?

No. He had -- I really don't know what he did, but

I assume it was in an office and he worked there right
up until he retired.

Oh right.

He used to come -- go away in the morning and come home
at night.

So did he work with -- was he around the children much

or --

-- not wvery much?

Not wvery much, no.

Was it really Aunt then who --—

Really Aunt that done most of the work.

And the cook, I suppose?

And the cook.

Were there other staff or was it just those three?
Yes, there was young girls, and there was a lady that
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came once, but she only stayed overnight and I never saw
her again. She walked out.

Right, so just there for one night --

So I don't know what happened to her.

She was just there for one night?

One lady that I remember was only there for one night,
but it was -- they came from, like, Inverurie, the young
girls came and helped.

Right, how many of them were there?

Three or four.

Right, and what sort of age would they have been?

It's hard -- 20s, 30s, something like that.

I know it's difficult when you're very young, age 1is
quite difficult to judge, but you thought maybe 20s or
30s?

Mm-hmm, yep.

Okay.

But I was out at school, you see, well, supposed to be
at school, and they were away generally when we came
home at night.

Right. You say that Uncle and Aunt you
thought they were really nice people, you couldn't fault
them and they had a Golden Labrador dog that you loved?
I liked the dog.

And you then go on to talk a little bit about your
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A.

I went with another girl, me -- and Aunt had said
it'd be nice for us to go to the youth club. So we
went. And as we were walking home, these girls jumped
on top of me.

Right.

And all I did -- I remember having a parka anorak on and
they thumped me, and then they were calling us names,
and -- the girl I was with ran away, which I don't blame
her, but I was too slow, and they -- I never went back.
We never went back. And Aunt -- but Aunt did do
something about it.

Do you remember what she did?

I can't remember if she phoned the police or something
but I remember, she was very angry about it.

Mm-hmm. Had you come back to the home with scratches
and bruises?

Yeah.

Right. And did Aunt ask you what had happened?
Yes. But I wasn't ever in trouble for fighting or
anything, so she knew I hadn't done, like, anything like
that, and it was - that had already told her what
had happened in the youth club.

You tell us that, although you saw Ms Urquhart from time
to time, there weren't any other visitors?

No.
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Aye.
And she, I think, just winked at you?
So I would know.
Do we understand that she must have told Ms Urquhart?
Or someone?
No, she didn't tell. She would let me know she was
there.
Right. So how did Ms Urquhart come to find out that you
hadn't been at school?
Probably the school.
Right. Okay.

So tell us then, what did Ms Urquhart say or do
about that?
As I say, she would ask me what I'd been doing and
I would go with maybe one of the other girls or two of
the other girls and she would say to me, you know,
'I don't mind what you do, you just do what you want
because you're not going to amount to anything anyway,
but don't take so-and-so and so-and-so with you
because', you know. And she got very angry. And
I always remember Aunt was standing at the
fireplace and she slapped me. And Auntlooked
shocked but she didn't say anything, she just looked
shocked.
Sorry, Ms Urquhart slapped you?
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Yes. I must have been cheeky back or defiant, I don't
really remember.
and Aunt [N} sav this and I think you say she looked
shocked?
She looked shocked.
Did she do anything or say anything?
No.
Was Ms Urquhart the kind of person that you could say
anything to, that you could stand up to in that sort of
way?
No.
Why was that?
She came across as guiet, oh, she had been the head of,
to my knowledge, the Metropolitan Police at one time in
London, and she came across as -- I mean, she had no --
she was difficult. I mean, her approach to everyone was
like you were in the army or something, very, very
military, very disciplined, very -- she had who she
liked, who she didn't like.
We know, 'Megan', that you were right about that,
Ms Urquhart had been in the Metropolitan Police and then
changed to working with children.

Given your experiences, what would you say about her
suitability or ability to work with children?
It could be because I had such a difficult time with her
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A.

that my experience with Ms Urquhart was a really, really
bad one. She was the first person I met and she stayed
with me -- well, till I was 15, but she never came to
see me anywhere or anything, but, erm ... No, she
wasn't suitable, because I think in the -- going back,
so many years, I don't know about qualifications or
whether she had any -- she had no children, no
experience with children.

She -- she probably did everything right, by the
book, but it was wrong. It's hard to explain. It was
wrong.

Well, slapping you doesn't seem like it was doing it by
the book.

That's not right, no.

LADY SMITH: So, just thinking back then, 'Megan', was your

experience of Ms Urqguhart in complete contrast to your
experience of some other people who you've said were

nice and helpful, whether it was the head at the school

or Uncle or Aunt “

Yes, the head of school, whether he saw something in

me -- I mean, I did try at school. But he was very
nice.

Aunt -- they weren't affectionate, but they
were -- you knew where you were with them. And Aunt

Lilly, I think she had a soft spot for me because she
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And you tell us at paragraph 100 that when you were
arrested, a male plain clothes police officer battered
you. What happened then?

I - hac, erm, choked on his own vomit. So

I didn't realise when all these policemen came, and Pat

says -- '[[SEjvou're' -- you know, 'The police are here,
they want to see' -- so -- and they said, 'Empty your

pocket', which I did. And I had a small amount of
cannabis in my pocket, which I didn't know was illegal
neither at the time. Gave them that.

So I was arrested, taken along to Holloway Police
Station and there was a police officer. He said, 'If my
daughter was like you, a prostitute, I'll show you what
I woulda done to her'.

And he --

Hit me.

He hit you.

Yeah.

How many times did he hit you?
A few times, a good few times.
Where did he hit you?

Mostly on the back.

Mostly on your?

Back.

On your back. And were these blows with a fist or
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Right. Anyone at all come to see you?
My foster mother came, who I hadn't seen in years,
because years back, going back then, they had what was
like a savings book and you put some -- they put some
money in it. And she asked me to sign over the money to
her. Then she said she knew I'd end up where I was.
Mm-hmm, okay.

You have told us already about your experiences in
St Euphrasia's and about your relationship with one of
the staff there?
-
Who was good to you?
She was.
And that was a bit of support for you?
Positive, yeah.
And you've told us already about your life after being
in care and something about the impact that all this has
had on you?
Well, I got married more or less not very long after
coming out of care. My first husband was a persistent
offender, which -- and he told the psychiatrist -- I was
under a lot of psychiatric things by this time. And he
told the psychiatrist that I was frigid and cold and not
very nice as a wife.

Because I didn't know how to be a wife, probably.
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(The witness withdrew)
Now, one or two names I want to mention of people
whose identities are protected by my General Restriction
Order, although we've used their names in the course of

this witness's evidence.

There is Uncle and Aunt , and Ms -
_and at one point the witness used her own

first name. None of these people are to be identified
as referred to in our evidence outside this room.
Now, I think the next witness is due to join by

Webex at 2 o'clock, is that right?

MR SHELDON: I believe that's right, my Lady, yes, at 2
o'clock.

LADY SMITH: 2 o'clock. Well, I'll rise until then. Thank
you very much.

(12.48 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon. Now, we turn to the witness
who's joining us by Webex, yes?

MS FORBES: That's right, my Lady. Good afternoon. The
next witness is an applicant, and is known as 'Bill’'.

LADY SMITH: 'Bill', good afternoon.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Can you see me all right?
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'Bill', that this was a place that was - you say,

two people, and his wife --
Aberdeenshire Cooncil. The boy who_was

HAK and aG He was a county coonciler he was
a nasty bastard. He would belt us and belt shit oot us.
So I think you say was there maybe at nights and
weekends, and it was involved in the day-to-day?
Yeah. He worked in Aberdeen all the week, all week. He
would come hame every night on the Alexander's bus. I
don't know if you know Port Elphinstone, a place called
the Bridge Bar, you walked up a weir and oor glen was
there and you walked up a way and that's where they took
you to -- and took you to, took you down -- well, you
couldn't go anywhere. In front of Coblehaugh the rocad
finished. Down the road you turned left. That took you
up to Kentney(?) Road, you went straight on, that took
you out onto the fermyard. And you went to the
fermyard, as in the ferm.

Okay. So I think you explain, 'Bill', that [gaSlll would
be there at the nights and weekends and you tell us that
you never messed with him because --

No.

-- if you did, he would give you --

We were put to bed at half past 7 every night.

I think you say --
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We used to wake up in the bedrocom one day and -- all
right, go on?

Sorry, 'Bill', I don't want to speak over you. I think
you tell us, 'Bill', about that if you messed with
him, he would give you a backhander and knock you across
the room?

Aye, oh aye, fucking mair times than one. I don't ken
how many times my fucking heid bounced off the --
sitting on my arse in that kids' home. I hit every
fucking wall, four walls. I bounced off every fucking
one of them.

You tell us about another member of staff as well,
'Bill', called [N

The housekeeper, she was a nasty cow. I can't remember,

what'd you call her, I think something you called
her. She had black hair with glasses. She was a nasty

bastard and all. She used to knock seven bells of shit
oot of you.

So you've talked about --

I'd love one day to get her fucking back.

You talked about 'Bill', and you mentioned
somebody there, was it Did you say somebody
called

I think it was called [i3 but I'm nae sure. I can't
really remember. I'd say her name was [alS but I'm
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nae sure. I can't remember her name.
Both of those people worked there and would they --
Aye.
Would they also be involved in hitting you, 'Bill'?
Between him and her, aye, the pair of them. Both pair
of nasty bastards.
So is this [Re and KN
Aye. Aye.
And --
Black hair with glasses.
So 's got --—
Right fat cow she was.
-- black hair with glasses. Okay.

'Bill', you go on to tell us --
She lived in Inverurie somewhere, I don't know where she
lived.
We're just going to get into the record a little bit,
'Bill', about where you stayed when you were in
Coblehaugh, and you talk about being in a bedroom with
four beds that you shared with --
Aye.
—-- other boys?
It was me -- it was me, -, er, -and _
It was the four of us in that room. It was at half
past —-- we were sent to bed at half past 7. Half 9,
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telling us that sometimes you and some of your friends
wouldn't get it if they thought you were bad?

Aye, yeah, oh aye, used to -—-—used to smack
our wrists, like. That was as far as it would go with
her. But he used to come through and he used to hae
like a wooden cane thing. He used to fucking whack us
with that, you know, he'd smack us over the back of the
hands. He broke my fingers once.

Just to make sure, 'Bill', I've got what you've said
there on the record. So I think you mentioned is
that right? And you say that she wasn't somebody who --
HAF was his wife, aye.

Yes. She wasn't somebody --

She run the home along wi him. He worked all day for
the -- he was a councillor for Aberdeenshire Cooncil.
So from what you've just told us —--

Because I went and asked him, I went and asked him why
the fucking hell did he have a child molester and child
beaters for councillors. And, yeah, I'm still waiting
for the answer.

So, 'Bill', I just want to make sure we get down what
you've just told us, because it might be quite
important. You said about _ and
I don't think you say that she was involved in hitting
you, but you mentioned somebody else who was
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a councillor, and I think that's her husband, , is
that right?

Aye. The husband and the housekeeper. They were the
worst two.

The husband and the housekeeper. And the housekeeper is
RDX is that right?

HAF o AF was all right. She used to gi' you

a slap on the wrist if we were naughty, like. That was
the extent of it, like. But she never, she never went
further than that, and we used to laugh efter it, like.
But, I mean, he was a nasty piece of work. He was

a right nasty bastard.

'Bill', let's talk about then, because you
mentioned there, and I want to make sure that we get it
on the record, something about using something to
hit you, so I want to make sure we've got that --

Aye, he used his belt.

Sorry, what was it that --

Took his belt off his trousers and fucking walloped you.
It was not -- buckle end and all he used.

So it was a belt?

I had buckle marks on me bloody back.

So this was a belt from his own trousers he would take
of£?

Aye, yeah, took it off and fucking whacked you with it.
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You're saying that he would use the buckle end of that?
Yeah, oh aye, the buckle end, aye. 'Cause when I went
to -- when I went to the doctor in Inverurie to get
examined, he asked me, he says, 'What happened to your
back?' I says, 'Oh', I says, 'The boy in the home hit
us'. 'Oh', he said, 'I can't put that doon in me

report,' he says, 'that wouldnae look right'. That was
the doctor in Inverurie. He was a silly bastard and
all, like. He was a right mean git, mm.

And as you'wve told us, 'Bill', even though he had
a job during the day, during the week, he would be at
the home at nights and at weekends. So were these the
times that he would be hitting you with the belt?

Yeah. ©Oh, aye. Well, he was seen doing it. He was
seen doing it.

What type of things --

I mean, the other kids saw him. The [ fanily was
there. _ _ Er, there were

some other kids there and all. There was nine or ten

kids there. There was a full family there from Northern

treland, tne [N fenily. [ — N N
-, - and _ It was the full family from

Northern Ireland, they lived in the home with us. They
were in the home with us.
So what type of things, 'Bill', would hit you for?
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Okay.

But after you had that operation, 'Bill', I think
that really meant that you didn't have this problem
soiling yourself anymore, that was it fixed?

No. No.

But then, after you had the operation, you went back to
Coblehaugh; is that right?

No.

No?

No, I went back -- I went to a halfway house in Cults.

I went to a halfway house in Cults.

So was this -- after your operation, you went to the
halfway house, and I think this was --

Right. After me bowel operation, I went to the halfway
house in Cults, and then I was in there three, four
weeks, and then me mum and dad come and picked me up and
took me hame.

So that was Wellwood Cults? 1Is that what it was called,
Wellwood Cults?

Yeah, the halfway -- I can't remember the blessed name.
It was —-- what the hell was, no, I can't remember his
name. Him and his wife ran the place and they also run
Woodlands Hospital, which was for disabled kids, or
babies who were disabled and that, and we used to take

the kids oot and that in Mitchells --
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ETX that's it. kS was the boy who
I coblehaugh -- ] the halfway house. |38
and his wife.
So if we're looking at --
His daughter was a nurse at Woodlands Hospital.
If we're looking, 'Bill', at the order of events, once
you have your operation, after that you don't go back to
Coblehaugh, you go to this halfway house, okay.
No, went to a halfway house at Cults, and I were three
weeks and then I went back hame.
Well, if the reason for you to be in Coblehaugh was
because of you soiling yourself, that problem had been
fixed, hadn't it?
Yeah. Yeah.
Okay.
I want that fucking home pulled down, raised to the
ground. I want it fucking pulled doon completely. It's
a lot of bad memories. I mean, me -- -'S gone,
-‘s gone, and the other -s has gone. The whole
bloody three of us, there's only me left.
Well, I'm glad, 'Bill', you're able to come and tell us
your story and theirs as much as you can.

I just want to go to a few particular things that
you tell us about, before we leave Coblehaugh, and it's
where you talk really about particular incidents that
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happened of abuse, and this is about paragraph 39 of
your statement. You'wve told us about --

Paragraph what?

You told us about and . They would both be
involved in hitting you, and the way you'wve put it is
Sl would 'batter you' and you would land 'across the
other side of the room'; whereas =5

Yeah, aye, that's true.

}-‘md would hit you if you -- if she got any
backchat.

She'd smack you round the side of your head and your
fucking head would bounce off the walls.

But Marjorie Urquhart, the senior social worker who we

have talked about before --

She'd stand there and fucking laugh. She used to -- she

used to stand there and laugh, and see you get fucking
knocked about and 'It'll make you a man', she said.
'Bill', I think you say she was the one, whenever you
came back after running away, who would batter you and
you've told us about that.

Aye.

And you'wve told us about the police officer seeing the
injuries and you going to the hospital with your
friends.

Yeah.
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And him refusing to --

That was

Inverness, aye.

-- hand you over. But I think --

There's a letter -- you got a letter fae him. You got

a letter

on his behalf, I didn't even know until it

turned up, I didn't ken -- didn't know about it. You

got a copy of his letter, fae Sergeant Nicholson.

I didn't

"Bill',

know it existed.

there is one other thing you mention, that after

you got back -- this must be after you got back from the

hospital
injuries
you say:

'She

us to go

when the police took you there, because of your

-- I think you say, this is at paragraph 43,

turned up at the home a few days later and told

to the room. When she got us in there alone,

she battered each of us and just stood at the door

and watched.’

Yeah.

Is this Marjorie Urquhart you are talking about here?

Aye, yeah. Yeah.

And you say, 'Bill':

'I shouted at him to stop her but he just stood

there and said he never saw anything.'

Aye. Yeah.

And then

you say:
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people get put in to if they break awa. It's like

a bloody home like that and you had to -- everything had
to be done in a certain time, a certain way, and all
this fucking shite, like, and that pissed me off. Mm.

I told her once and she give me a bad backhander

across the fucking face, the housekeeper --

The housekeeper? 1Is this ?

-- and I said 'I'll fucking, I'll fucking get you back
one day ya bastard because of what you've done,' but she
died. She's dead now, I think, as far as I'm led to
believe.

'Bill', you told us about telling the police about what
happened, and this is at paragraph 47, and you say:

'I reported the abuse to the police and most of them
never believed a word that I said. It was reported to
the social work ...'

No, I didn't.
Sorry:

'It was reported to the social work but, as that was

Marjorie, it was pointless.'

Aye.

And I think you go on to tell us that you actually went
to your aunt's house one day and showed her the
bruising. You tried to make a lie about how you'd got
the bruising but you told her that it was Marjorie that
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A. Judge Donaldson (inaudible) they call him.
LADY SMITH: But, 'Bill', we have to switch off the link
now. And thank you again.
A. All right. Thank you wvery much. Thank you.
MS FORBES: My Lady, that is all the evidence for today.
LADY SMITH: Very well.
MS FORBES: Tomorrow we do have some read-ins and we have
the organisational witness.
LADY SMITH: Yes. Which way round are they coming?
Can you remind me when the witness is going to be
here?
MS FORBES: The witness is going to be here at 11.45 am.
the hope is to do the read-ins from 10.00 am.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much indeed.
Well, before I rise this afternocon. A few more
names of people whose identities are protected by my

General Restriction Order. We had , possibly

somebody called -- that wasn't entirely clear,
but be careful with the name in any event, in
case it is somebody who is protected -—-— RS

3 3 3 B
- None of those individuals are to be

identified as having been referred to in our evidence
outside this room.
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