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past the kitchen. Hogarth left after I'd been at Gryffe
for about a year and a guy called Ralph Anderson took

over. He was a decent guy as well and he was there for
the rest of the time I was. I never saw much of either

of them.

I = + ooy colled b hag
_- I don't know his first name, but we all

used to take the mickey out of him. There was also
an assistant head called Geoff Bamber.

'"Quite a lot of the staff were good and most of
their positions were as houseparents in charge of the
different age groups. , for example,
was the houseparent in charge of the adolescent unit

when I was in there. She was an evil cow. BAmongst the

rest of the houseparents was a guy called
who was decent, Alex Campbell, and , who

was also a decent guy. There was also a husband and
wife called and -, but I can't remember their
second name.

'was one of the designated minibus drivers and
I didn't have much dealings with either of them,

although was a bit handy, like Geoff Bamber and

N G- ovs sed to [ T con't know
if he maybe had _disease.

'There were also a couple of night staff and a cook
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weren't hungry at dinner, you would be hungry at supper.
You'd be given the same food again and you wouldn't get
any toast. There was no other punishment for not eating
your food, but if you didn't eat it when it was served
back to you, you would go to bed hungry.

'"The worst one for serving it up again was
RJG She was a big part of my life at Gryffe and
she was a big part of me not liking certain foods even
now.

'There was no specific time for washing. You washed
when you wanted to wash, nobody told you when. There
was no shower in the bathroom, just a bath with a shower
head attached to the taps, but you could go in there and
lock the door. You could be safe in there.

'The only showers were those that were next to the
gymnasium, which were further away from the rest of the
building. There was a row of three or four showers in
an area off the corridor leading to the gymnasium with
just a wall for privacy and no door. Nobody went down
to use them if they were just going for a wash.

'After I'd been at Gryffe for about a week, I was
taken by Geoff Bamber, the assistant head, to get my
school uniform from a place in Renfrew. The shop was
like an Army and Navy Store and over the years we were

taken back there to get whatever clothes we might need.
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'One of the lads I shared a room with at first was
a constant bed-wetter.'

And then he says he might have been called -- and he
gives us the full name of that boy, and he says he was
about 11 years old. He goes on to say:

'He had a rubber sheet on his bed and in the
morning, when whichever houseparent that was on duty
pulled back his quilt and saw it, they would just leave
it. They wouldn't turn the mattress or change the
sheets and the boy would have to sleep in the same bed
the following night. It could have been any of the

houseparents, it just depended on their shift pattern,

but it was usually Geoff Bamber, or one
of the married couple, [N o= [N

'TI can't remember what the houseparents' reactions
were, but the boy would be stinking of urine through his
clothes because he wouldn't get washed and the
houseparents would just leave him. It wasn't right.'

He says:

'[That] boy was often punished for wetting the bed,
which could be a daily occurrence over the two or three
months I shared a room with him. I regularly saw Geoff
Bamber and € give him what I would call
a Chinese burn on the bare skin of his arm, and if

I never saw it, he would tell me.
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'He would be put on the floor and they used to sit
on top of him and twist the skin on his arm between
their hands. If he refused to go on the floor, I saw
Geoff Bamber slap him on the back of the head and make
him go down. It would leave marks, but we wore
long-sleeved shirts to schocl and that hid them.'

'"Harry' then talks about abuse at Gryffe from
paragraph 93:

'Geoff Bamber and 3l€ gave me Chinese
burns as well. In the beginning it was maybe a weekly
occurrence. If I refused to go down onto the floor,
Bamber would slap me on the back of the head to make me.
Once I was on the floor, he would sit on my back or on
my chest and either he or [NEHEEGzGzgGE ou1c oive me
a Chinese burn.

'T think with me, it was because he said I was
insubordinate and disrespectful to the adults. It could
have been anything that might have caused him to think
it. I might have told him to "fuck off" or something
like that. To me, a child might tell their parents that
and run away or whatever, and that's what I was doing.

I was just being a child. It was my automatic reaction
to somebody trying to enforce their will on me.

'Two or three times during the night, people used to

come in the dormitory and try and disorientate us. They
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would switch the lights off and while we couldn't see,
somebody would sit on you and pin you down, while the
other gave you a Chinese burn, or sometimes they'd
headbutt you. Sometimes a couple of them would pee on
you.

'T thought it must have been and
Geoff Bamber and I couldn't understand how it could be
happening, because it should only have been the night
staff that were on duty. Then I found out it was some
of the older boys who were 16 or 17 that were doing it.
I don't know their names.

'I think they were doing it to us because it had
been happening to them and because they thought it was
funny. I think they would pee on you to get you into
trouble in the morning when the staff came round to
check if anyone had wet their bed. I heard other boys
talk of being bullied as well, but I never saw what
might have been happening.

'In the first three months of me being at Gryffe,

I was accused of fire-raising. I was downstairs and
when I went up to the dorm, I found the curtains were on
fire. I went back down and told one of the
houseparents, who went up, set the fire alarm off and
the fire was put out. Nobody was hurt and there wasn't

much damage.
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Bamber or the other member of staff called &% While

I was pinned down by one, the other would kick and punch
me. I would take it just to stop the other boy getting
a beating. Bamber used to like me getting a beating.

He knew he couldn't get to me sexually and he wanted to
see me suffer.

'"These beatings from Bamber andprobably went on
for a year-and-a-half and were pretty regular. After
that time I moved up to the adolescent unit, where my
houseparent was . I think I saw
every single day and I think she gave me Chinese burns
every single day. I used to let her, because a girl
that was also in the adolescent unit [and he names her]
couldn't take it. I felt obliged to take it for her.

'It was the same routine with [8l€ .  She clearly
thought she had to control us by giving us those Chinese
burns on the arms. She would tell us that she had been
in the community for years and nobody would believe us
if we spoke about it.

'When I was at school, I always used to roll the
sleeves of my shirt up to show the marks from the
Chinese burns, but none of the teachers ever asked where
the marks came from.

'The only teacher who did ask was a guy called

Arthur Bell, who was the PE teacher and saw the marks on
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MS FORBES: I think so, yes. And we know that he was

discharged from Ardoch on_ 1983 when he would

have been 17, by that time.

'Harry' says:

'I thought I was going to my grandad's, but I was
driven by one of the staff from Gryffe to another home
called Ardoch in Pollokshields. I was only there for
about a month and the records that I've since obtained
say that it was supposedly for some sort of transitional

period.'

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He says after that he went to his grandfather's. He
started looking for a job and tried to join the police
but failed the medical because he was too small and his
grandad suggested the army, but 'Harry' says the Marines
looked more appealing, so he applied and got in. He was
only with his grandad for about five weeks before he
went down south to start training.

He then tells us about life after being in care from
paragraph 139 and he says that legally he had to start
using his birth name when he started applying for Jjobs
and he had trouble explaining where his stepfather's
surname that he'd be using up until then came from.

He signed up to the Marines, he says, for 25 years

35
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hungry. I don't remember any of the staff names. These
beatings were not as often as in Nazareth House. There
weren't any specific staff that I remember that were
violent, it was just the one that picked us up from the
police station. I think that he may have been

He was the only specific one that

I remember. He was the worst towards me. But it still
wasn't as bad as the bullying by the other boys.

I never saw any other boys getting punched and kicked by
staff.

'"There was a nice staff member there, though. His
name was or "' or something like that. He
would bring in orange juice and things like that for us.

'If you wet the bed, you were humiliated. It didn't
affect me.'

Then he says when_and other boys wet the
bed, staff would wrap the wet bedsheet around them in
front of the other boys, it was humiliating and this
happened to_regularly. He was the youngest
and he says he was heartbroken being away from -
murn .

He thinks that he was in Gryffe for a good six to
eight months, but we know from his records it was only

three-and-a-half.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

53
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LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.
MS FORBES: My Lady, do you want me to start, or take the
break early?
LADY SMITH: I think we can take the morning break now and
then get to more reading in after that.
That leaves us with, the plan is for another?
MS FORBES: There's two more.
LADY SMITH: Two more. Yes. Well, let's take the break
just now and then move on to those.
Before I rise, some names from this morning, because
of course with the first long read-in, we've moved to
a different period in time as compared to the time
periods we were looking at yesterday for Gryffe. So
there's a change in the names of people -- most of the

people who were working at Gryffe then. And names were

used this morning of a man called _
I think we settled on rather than
hadn't we -- and , both of whom were, of

course, mentioned yesterday.

These are people whose identities are protected by
my General Restriction Order and they are not to be
identified as referred to in our evidence outwith this
room.

So, with that, I'll now rise for the break and then
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-19?7, just for a few weeks, and he went home on
-197‘7- But he was there again a second time at

the age of 6 and that time was longer. So he was there

between _ 1978 to - 1979.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: My Lady, just by way of background, we know from

'Kevin's' records that the first time he was in care, he
was only 3 weeks old. His father died when he was aged
2-and-a-half from cancer, and that, according to the
records, meant they referred to his mother being widowed
in her mid-20s at that time, with three children under
school age and was expecting another baby. So that

was the background that led to him ending up in care and
her relationship with his stepfather.

He tells us about Dunclutha from paragraph 9 and
talks about Mr and Mrsthe home and he
tells us a little bit about the routine there and says
it was a great place to stay. And he says at
paragraph 23 there was never any abuse when he stayed at
Dunclutha and:

'"In all the places I stayed in, Dunclutha felt to me
as being the safest place I ever stayed in.'

He tells us then about going back in between the
times at Dunclutha to live with his parents -- well, his

mother and his stepfather -- and again he says things
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were not good at the house, social work were involved
and he was placed into care. He was sent to Inver House
Children's Home in Glasgow, and he tells us about that

between paragraphs 27 and 34. He was aged 7 when he was

placed there, essentially transferred there from the

second time in Dunclutha, 01'1_19?9. Secondary Institutions

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He then returned home on _1980, according to
his records, he was back with his mum at the house. And
again, he tells us about the circumstances of that
period back at home at paragraph 36 to 39. And
essentially this led to an alleged attack, it's referred
to in his records, by his mother's cohabitee, or he
calls his stepfather. And this took place according to

the records 011_1980 and he was actually

placed on the non-accidental injury register on

So this all led to him being placed in care one more
time and he was sent -- sorry, once again, and he was
sent to Gryffe. And we know from his records he was
admitted there 0n_1981.

He tells us about Gryffe from paragraph 40. He says

that it used to be known as Gryffe Castle but the name
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was changed after allegations of abuse and a rebrand.
And he describes it as being a building that was like
a castle with turrets, with woods around the entire
grounds.

At paragraph 42, he says:

'I can remember some of the people that were at
Gryffe House. There was , a teacher who
had lost his partner after a car accident. There was
Geoff Bamber, who was another teacher. Bamber was
always dressed smart, wearing a collared shirt and tie,
where other staff might be dressed in their casual
clothes, including jeans.'

There was an older boy, - he says '-,
his nickname, and his girlfriend, who he names, and that
this girlfriend also had a brother who was a resident at
the home at the same time she was there.

At paragraph 44, he says:

'I think there must have been about 30 kids in
Gryffe. The age of the kids ranged between 5 and
16 years old. I was about 8 or 9 years old when I was
at Gryffe. The girls were usually in their own dorm.
My dorm was a mixed age group and the last dorm
contained the older boys. They also had their own
kitchen. They were being helped there to train for

leaving the care system.

64






























10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

'"There was an incident during my time there that
PBS ; a teacher, had been in a female
resident's room. Her name [and he gives it]. When he
was in her room,touched her breast. I think it
was all reported and he lost his job there. Up until he
lost his partner, he was a good member of staff. When
I later went to Southannan Children's Home, I was asked
by the staff there if I was aware of the incident
involvingand [the girl], and I told them what
I had heard.

Then he names the girl and says:

'[She] went on to have a relationship with another
of the older boys in the home [who he names and had
a nickname]. [She] fell pregnant and the staff arranged
for them to be moved into a separate unit of their own
within the grounds of Gryffe House. Previously this
place was used by staff that either had nowhere to stay
or were on a sleepover. I think it was alsoc used as
a halfway house for the older kids, teaching them some
of the things they would need on their own home when
they left social work care.

'"There was one day I was outside in the grounds when
one of the other boys told my pal that [the boy with the
nickname] wanted to see him. When he was going to see

[him], he told me to go with him. I went to his room
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and them being starving.

He also tells us about his mother telling social
work that if they didn't take them away, she would kill
them, and he describes in detail the circumstances that
led to him going to the children's home at Chapel House
for a short period until a place became available at
Beech Avenue.

If we go then to paragraph 18, that is where he

tells us about Beech Avenue and he says he was there

from _ 1989 until _ iE=E: 1= Secondary Institutions - to be pul

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

He tells us at paragraph 30 that after that he went
back to his mum's and things were just as they were
before, and his mother was demanding they be taken into
care as she couldn't cope, and that's when he was taken
into care and went to Gryffe.

And he tells us about Gryffe from paragraph 32. He
says he was 7 when he went there and he stayed until he
was 9. He says his records show that he was there
between _ 1991 and _ 1863.

He tells us from paragraph 33 that he remembers that

the building looked very intimidating. It was a big
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white mansion, and he says that if he compares the size
of the bedroom he shared with his sister at Gryffe with
his bedroom at home, it was four or five times the size,
it was that big.

He describes the long drive up to the house and
describes the building and the big wooded area beside
the house as well as huge fields.

At paragraph 35, he gives us a description of the
layout, which we've heard from some of the other
applicants, and he talks about there being a pool room,
which was for the older boys. There was a chill-out
area which had a television. There was a Sega, a
Nintendo or something like that, and he talks about
there being a conference room which also had a pool
table, and he talks about a room that they used to call
his classroom.

At paragraph 35, he says:

"It was , a member of staff, who branded it as
my classroom and it was a sick joke that kind of stuck.'

He then talks about the independent, or the
adolescent unit, which was self-contained, which we've
heard about as well. He says also there was a family
unit, which was mainly for boys his age who had
siblings, although there was a couple of boys who were

there without siblings.
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been restrained, but it wasn't like they cared. It
would be comments about me being restrained again, like
it was just normal. 1In different places, the key worker
would take on a more active role, but in Gryffe it
seemed that this would be the person who would come to
my reviews. They would also take you out to get you
clothes, but there was no one-to-one sessions or
anything like that.

'The person who caused me all my problems was called
. I remember her name as she is the only
I have ever known. She was care staff and worked in the
family unit. She was probably about mid to late 20s and
was guite an attractive woman, but to me she was just
a cow. I had a lot of problems with her. She was the
type of woman who would suit working in a beautician, as
she was always filing her nails and doing her make-up.

I didn't have a lot of problems with a lot of the staff,
it was only certain people. It was mostly all women who
were care staff. I think there were a couple with the
name Ellen or Helen.

'T have no idea if the staff got any form of
training. When I think back, I don't think so. If you
saw some of them, they would never have passed any
exams. Nowadays you can see people who are really good

with weans and work with them. Then it was all sorts of
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people who might have been better working in different
jobs. I don't think there was training in how to deal
with kids like us and I would certainly say there wasn't
any training in restraint techniques, judging by the way
I got treated.'

He then tells us about his first day from
paragraph 44:

'We were still scared and worked up after my mum
lunging for us in the social work office, but in a way
I was nervous and excited, because I was getting away
from her for a while. My sisters had been there before
and they were telling me it was good and I would like
it. The social worker drove us there and we were taken
into an office where we were told we were pretty much
going to be staying there for a wee while. I remember
getting shown the unit. I don't remember who spoke to
us, but I actually felt they were warm and friendly.
HGF wasn't there at that time and I didn't meet her
for another week later as she was on holiday. That week
was okay, as I was just getting used to what looked like
a big and intimidating place.

'I was there with my sisters and we shared a room.
We each had a bed with a cabinet at the side. We each
had a set of drawers and there were wardrobes too. We

didn't have enough clothes to fill a drawer, let alone

Sl
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'There was one or maybe two cooks but I don't know
if they were there together or worked at alternative
times. The care staff very rarely cooked and if they
had to, it would be a sandwich. I think sometimes the
cooks left food and the care staff served it.

'Dinner was about 5.00 pm and it was pretty sharp
when you came back from school after we picked everyone
up from all different schools. The food was actually
pretty good. Everything was good compared to what I had
before, as I didn't really get food. I think it was
good guality food and I couldn't complain about it. The
portions were decent enough.

'We ate with everyone else in the family unit in one
of two rooms they used for dining. Staff would eat with
us as well. I think we swapped between the two, and the
adolescent unit used the same rooms as we did, but not
at the same time. The independent mob cooked their own
stuff. If I was expelled from school andwas on,
I would eat lunch in my classroom, and a few times she
made me eat my dinner in there too.

'If we didn't eat our food, the staff would threaten
us that we wouldn't get a pudding or we wouldn't get to
watch a video. We were never forced to eat anything.

It was more a case of threats to take something else

away. We would also be told we would go hungry and if
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He says, at paragraph 58:

'After school, we could do our own thing but
sometimes in the evening we might have an activity on.
It was mostly at weekends, but on the odd time during
the week, we would go to the video shop, grab a video
and sit and watch it.

'We could go outside and play. There was a big open
space with a wooded area, so we pretty much had the run
of the place, as long as we didn't make a nuisance of
ourselves.

'Weekends depended on what the staff wanted to do.
Thinking back to it, held a lot of weight,
probably because a lot of the male staff were younger
guys in their 20s and she was quite an attractive woman.
It was quite cheesy, but they would go out of their way
to please her and she would take advantage of that. She
knew what she was doing. She did the same with the
older boys as well, leaning in and kind of flirting.

She was able to work them. I would imagine they had
sexual thoughts about her, but I didn't. Apart from not
liking her, I was Jjust a young boy who wasn't thinking
like that. seemed to be on most weekends so if
there was a film on at the cinema she wanted to see or
if her daughter wanted to see something, we would go.

It felt pretty much like she was taking her daughter and
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by the time I got home I had forgotten about it. Mum
battered me with a belt for talking to my gran when she
had told me not to.

'My mum had a few altercations with staff, but her
and were always at each other's throats. I am
not sure why it was like that. I knew what my mum was
like, but I also knew whatwas like as well. 2All
the kids could be in the unit and these two would be
heavy screaming at each other in front of everyone.

I reckon this is why really hated me. It was
more to do with my mum.

'Once, when my mum was there for a visit, we were in
the minibus and she was charging towards it with a house
brick in one hand and a bottle of beer in the other.

She tried to put a brick through the window because we
were on the bus.

'"There was quite a lot of time during my stay at
Gryffe I was getting home leave, but later on that
stopped. I believe it started with me getting day
access to my mum's house for a while, when she was
coming to Gryffe. Eventually I started to get weekends
at home and I believe I was getting some overnight stays
during the week. Sometimes, because of incidents that
would happen at home, I would refuse to go for weeks at

a time, and other times I would go home and refuse to go
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Gryffe, like slaps and chokes, and then talks about
abuse from paragraph 111.
And he talks then about his classroom, this
classroom that was meant for him in the home --
LADY SMITH: It wasn't a classroom.
MS FORBES: No.
LADY SMITH: It was a room that he was put in, in isolation.
MS FORBES: Thatcalled the classroom, yes.
LADY SMITH: That was supposed to be a joke.
MS FORBES: Yes:

'[This had] a desk, a chair and a window, that was
s SR

He said he would be there from about 8.30 am to
9.00 am and that would be -- put him in there, sorry,
from about 8.30 am to 92.00 am, and that was him until
3.00 pm. There was no schooling, but sometimes they
would come in with a book or a magazine and tell him to
copy out a bit of writing.

'Sometimes', at paragraph 110, he says:

'Sometimes would come in and she wouldn't
even see if I had done the work or not. She would say
it was "fucking shite" before ripping up the paper and
walking out. At lunchtimes I wasn't allowed out of the
room so I ate my lunch in there. would come in

with a sandwich or a roll and a wee juice, like the wee
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box of juice you can get. You could always tell who had
made it. If the cook had made it, it would be really
nice, but if had made it, you would get two bits
of bread, no butter, and a cheese slice or one slice of
cold meat, so it was just like dry bread and my juice.
She was a pure cow. She would sometimes come in holding
the plate in one hand and the juice in the other, and
tip the plate up before opening the juice and taking

a drink out of it. She would say something like
"There's your lunch", before walking away.

'"There was a lot of mental abuse, like psychological
stuff. After months in my classroom, my mental state
got bad. It would have been when I was either nearly 9
or just turned 9, I would be sitting on the floor with
my knees up, just rocking back and forward, and the
staff would laugh at me. I wouldn't even be aware I was
doing it until someone came in, and then I would be
non-responsive and spaced out. Fiona, who was one of
the cooks who made the cracking sandwiches, would chap
the window when she was going home. I could open the
window a few inches and she would pass me sweeties and
lollipops. She would ask me how I was getting on, tell
me to cheer up. She knew I would be in the room and she
would always pop round. I think she could tell there

was something wrong with me. I think that maybe she
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questioned me being in that wee room, and I think
a couple of other people did toe. I think a woman
called Ellen or Helen 0O'Neil, who was the other cook,
came in as well. She tried to cheer me up. She knew
some of my family members. I actually heard people
swearing, asking what was going on, and to look at the
nick of me. I believe she was one who raised concerns
about me and I didn't see her again after that. I think
it was this wee room that broke me. I would say I was
a bucket of depression and I kind of gave up. I
wouldn't talk to anyone and I wouldn't eat. Any chance
I got, I would run away. I don't think I can fully
explain just how bad I got, but I think this definitely
influenced the way I behaved when I moved from Gryffe.
'I'm not actually sure of times, but I would be in
this room a lot. Sometimes it was days at a time.
Sometimes weeks or months. It depended on how long
I was suspended or excluded from school. Sometimes
I would be taken from this room to my bedroom with
a member of staff sitting outside to make sure I didn't
leave. That is how my routine was. It wasn't like the
others.
'EE@l vould turn other people against me, so she
could get the older boys to attack me. There was a lot

of that. She would tell me that she was going to get me

114



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

battered and it just happened, half an hour later, three
boys would come to leather me. I remember a guy [and he
names him] was one of her favourites. He was what you
might class as the top boy, the hardest fighter, the
toughest guy. He was about 14 or 15. We were all weans
compared to the size and age of him. I was just

a scrawny, malnourished, wee boy who got thrown about
like an empty tracksuit. If I was leathered, it would
be them punching me to the ground and then kicking and
stamping on me. Although getting battered seemed to
last ages at the time, it was a fast thing, probably 15
seconds. They would laugh at me and spit on me before
they went. If I had sweeties lying about, they wouldn't
think twice about taking them.

'would also try and turn the whole unit
against me. Just say it was a video night and the kids
would be asking about it. She would tell them it wasn't
happening and to blame me. It was the same if they
asked to go to the park or somewhere in the minibus.

She would refuse and tell them to blame me.

Sl ou1d bring her daughter to the unit a lot
when she was working at the weekends. Whatever her
daughter wanted to do was our plans for the weekend. It
was just how she spoke to me or about me. She would

refer to me as a "wee prick" to her daughter and tell
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her that if I look at her or tried to talk to her, she
was to tell her mum.'

He then says what the daughter's name was and says:

'She was a stuck-up little bitch. She would speak
about me like "That just tried to talk to me", and
would shout at me to get into my room. This went
on for about two years.

'I think [gels tried to intimidate me and it didn't
work. I know she hated that. A lot of people were
scared of her. I had been through so much by that time,
there was nothing she could do to me.

'"The staff were guite rough-handed, especially the
guys. It was always the same. If they saw you
struggling with a woman, the guys came in all
heavy- handed. Bearing in mind I was aged 7 to 9 years
old, and very small for my age, would make it
worse by shouting things like she was scared, just to
see me getting slammed and restrained. As I was being
restrained, she would be digging her long nails right
into my wrist, or digging her thumb into my back, trying
to get me to scream. I tried never to show how sore or
upset I was, but afterwards there would be tears in my
room.

'Staff used restraining a lot. There wasn't any

sort of technique, it was just grabbing and holding
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and slam me down on the floor. It knocked the wind
right out of me and I would be struggling to breathe
whilst feeling panic as well. It was always a scary
situation. I remember all of the staff using restraint,
but most of them would try and calm you down once
restrained. [gleld would try and wind me up, whether it
was wee sly digs which were physical or verbal. Don't
get me wrong, the staff were heavy-handed when
restraining, but with she would try to wind me
up. They used restraint if you refused to do something
they told you, such as being sent to your room. They
would try to drag you, but any sort of resistance and
they were on you. Other kids got restrained for their
own reasons. It was just part of being there.'

He says he doesn't know if those restraints were

ever recorded. He says that maybe in Woodlands SEEULERNELE

EMland even Balrossie, they recorded restraints, and
that they would sit down with him when he calmed down
and go over it with him, but no one at Gryffe ever
showed him what they'd recorded about the incidents.

Staff would terrify him with ghost stories. There
was a room at the back which was a recreation room,
which looked like a miniature gymnasium and or
the other male staff would take you there, push you in

and hold the door shut.
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'Sean' tells us at paragraph 121 thatslapped
him one time. He tells us that they were only allowed
to watch channels 2 and 4, because you would get the
kids' programmes on channels 1 and 3 after school. And
he says thattold him that he was only allowed to
watch channels 2 and 4, and he answered her back
cockily, and she slapped his face and told him he wasn't
getting to watch anything.

HGF was always verbally abusive towards him and
she didn't hide that from other staff. And she seemed
to carry a lot of weight in the home and it wasn't just
him; she talked in a, he says, a 'crap' way to a lot of
kids, called them names and gave them some verbal.

And 'Sean' talks about there being some kind of
conflict every day, whether it was because of something
at school, or with him and the staff. They were
verbally abusive. He would react, and that stuff
happened every day for two years.

He talks about a time when he was in his classroom
and they were doing work on the floor of the shower area
next to it for a couple of days. There were outside
contractors who were already working whentook
him to his room, and one of the guys looked like he gave
him a dirty look. And at paragraph 124, he says:

' said to him that if I gave him any cheek, he
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was clear where I had gone. was with him and he
was shouting and swearing, asking what I had done with
his cigarettes. I was scared, but my mouth runs like
I am not scared and I swore at him. He punched me one
square in the belly and I folded over and fell. He
knocked the wind right out of me. This was done in
front of but I don't know if the other
contractor was there or not. I was struggling to
breathe, but I knew not to panic. He was right in my
face shouting about his fags and I put my finger up at
him. He just walked off in a rage. I was just left
there. I don't think I told anyone about it.'

'Sean' then goes on to say that he was constantly
making complaints and that this became a bit of a joke
with the staff. He would complain to anyone who would
listen, but they never actually wrote anything down and
they would tell him they would put it on file. And
there was no consequence for him making any complaints
and it made no difference to how he behaved, and he
would still get restrained.

He says he told the social workers about being in
the room every day, but they never done anything about
it. And he told them he was getting restrained a lot,
but again, never really done anything that he was aware

of.
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He says there was a children's hearing before he
moved from Gryffe to Woodlands and it had already been
decided, he thinks, that he was going to be moving
there. He was excited because he just wanted away from
Gryffe, but he says it was a bigger building than Gryffe
and he thought Gryffe was intimidating. But he liked
the feel of the place and he thought that compared to
Gryffe, it was nice.

Then at Woodlands, he talks about that between
paragraphs 135 and 240 and he talks about abuse,
my Lady, in great detail, but I'm not going to go into
that.

I'll go down to 240.

LADY SMITH: Ms Forbes, how much longer do you need for this
statement?

MS FORBES: I think probably only five minutes, my Lady.
I think the witness is due to start at 2.30 pm, although
it was hoped to maybe start her a little bit earlier if
possible.

LADY SMITH: I think we should break now and finish the
statement afterwards, rather than try and rush it.

Before I rise though, names again. There's
obviously been an name used in relation to this
applicant. And in relation to the previous one whose

evidence was read in, we had Mr , PBS
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establishment wasn't going well and somebody came in and
questioned me about it, I would expect staff to say:
'Oh, well, we're doing our best and we're trying this
and we're trying to do that'. There was none of that,
and it was just like: 'Oh, well, the manager's rubbish
and my senior's rubbish and my colleague that I'm on
shift with is rubbish'.

So it was really kind of like that, which I cannae
really say I've ever seen anywhere else.

Okay. And then you formed a view about a number of the
female staff and you deal with that from paragraph 59
onwards and you make some guite strong criticisms of
them.

I think you say that one of the basic problems was
that some of them, and one person in particular known as
, just narked and nagged at the kids all
the time and was, I think, overly punitive, too many
sanctions, too quick to argue and keep arguing with the
children, creating an inflammatory situation and making
matters worse. Is that the sort of thing you had in
mind?

Yes. Exactly that.
And I think you got the impression that none of these
women that you've identified gave the appearance that

they actually liked or even were wanting to provide care
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No.

And it would come across to them perhaps, and I think as
it did to you, that these people, in behaving that way,
would come across as uncaring?

Yes.

And in the case of one of the female staff,
RHQ , yvou say that she was involved in something you
would regard as a form of abuse or neglect?

Yes.

And that you recommended that she be disciplined for
that?

Yes.

And she was. That was failing to take a reverse-charge
call from a girl who had absconded from Gryffe?

Yes.

She didn't -- she refused to take it, and that girl was
missing, and you said she was a girl that she ought to
have had concerns about?

Yes.

And we'll come to that, I think, in due course.

You also say that one of the male staff was
recommended for disciplinary proceedings, paragraph 70,
RHT and you say he was responsible for making
a couple of adverse comments to kids.

Now, it may not have been, to your mind, the worst
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thing you came across, but can you recall the sort of
things that you have in mind?

I know that it was more than one thing. I can't
remember -- I can't at first hand remember the details.
The one I remember is about spitting in a jug of water.
Yes.

Which is gross, you know, a fairly gross misconduct type
of thing.

Just if I can pause there, I think you're referring and
you tell us about it, it was a situation where

a resident was in bed?

Yeah.

They wanted a jug of water. Another female member of
staff askedto get the water?

Uh-huh.

He wasn't happy, said he wasn't a slave.

Uh-huh.

And in the end he made what he claimed to be a jokey
comment that he would be spitting in the water.

Yeah.

And that was reported by the other staff member and
that's something that you became aware of?

Yes.

And felt was totally unacceptable?

Yes.

166



10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Now, you have a section headed 'Abusive incidents and
ill-treatment', and you mention one situation, which
again involved [CIEEE here vou say that she
had or appeared to have deliberately banged pot lids
together next to the ears of a boy with some form of
hearing impairment; is that right?

Yes.

And she also -- you thought that she had held

a transistor radio against his ear and played it loudly?

Yes.

And that this had caused this particular boy to become
distressed?

Very distressed.

Now, I don't think at the end of the day that
disagreed with that these things happened?

No, she didn't.

But I think ultimately she said she wasn't aware of
either the level of impairment or whatever, because

I think I've seen records to suggest that on that
particular complaint, the warning that she got wasn't
for that; it was for the failure to take the
reverse-call charge. But I don't think there was any
doubt she said she had done something like that?

Yes.

And so she wasn't trying to say that it never happened.
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the time.

But the person you had some concerns about, the male
member of staff who was a bit dismissive of your
concerns, he left shortly after?

He did.

You had a concern about absconding and obviously these
girls, to some extent, from what you'wve described,
weren't just apparently going to work, they were
absconding because they were back late or staying out
overnight?

Yes.

So that was a concern to you?

Yes.

But I think you thought that the staff, whatever they
were dolng, were very complacent about the situation?
Yes.

And, indeed, this, I think, led on to why

RHQ was recommended for disciplinary action.
This was a long-serving care worker who refused to take
a reverse phone call -- a reverse charge phone call from
a girl who'd absconded and I think what was more
troubling as well was that this was a girl that you
thought was being exploited potentially, who was going
to the takeaway shop?

Yes.
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able to be interrogated in the way that I would be
expecting it to be interrogatable, it would be on

a spreadsheet and you'd be able to see when they went,
who was on shift, when they come back, whether they were
brought back by the police, whether they made it back
under their own steam, and all a whole load of details
that you would expect that would allow you to develop

a risk assessment or a pattern.

And I think you said that you questioned Paul Creighton
about the fact that it had been recorded in the records
thathad not taken the call?

Indeed. 2And it's openly recorded.

And his reaction was she just used her judgment?

His reaction was she just used her judgment.

And I think you were rather shocked by that response?
Yes.

Because this was a young, vulnerable person who had
apparently absconded and was making a call?

Yes.

Herself?

Yes, I cannot think of another example of a member of
staff not taking a reverse charge call from a child in
all my working life.

And I think that --

It would be a regular occurrence for that to happen.
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Kids would do a reverse charge call and it might be
because they were wanting a way to get back home and you
just go with that and you get them back home. I was
astonished by that. Never seen it, anything like that
before.

And I think that [galel herself -- and you
thought she should have been sacked for this?

I did.

But you say that when she was questioned, her reaction
was to shrug her shoulders and say that she believed the
girl was just expecting a taxi or lift back home and you
saw that as evidence that she had no cognisance of the
risk or danger that the girl might have been in or
subjected to at the time?

Correct.

Yes. And that was inexcusable, I would have thought, in
your view?

Yes.

And that she was -- she seems to have been fortunate to
have got away with a six-month warning?

Yes.

And she left shortly afterwards, or didn't she?

I think she made it clear that she was intending just to
leave.

Now, I'm not going to take you to the changes made
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to you and I'm now able to let you go, thank you.
A. Thank you very much.
(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: I have two more names of people who are
protected by my General Restriction Order and they're

net to be identified as referred to in our evidence

outside this room and that was and

So I take it that's it for today, Mr Peoples?

MR PEOPLES: Yes, we have one more witness for Gryffe
tomorrow morning and then we'll move on to a different
establishment in the afternoon.

LADY SMITH: Very well. 1I'll rise now until 10 o'clock
tomorrow morning. Thank you.

(4.05 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Thursday, 19 February 2026}
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