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You say, 'George', that you think that that area was
used to prepare boys for leaving, so a sort of place to
prepare them?

It was supposed to be, aye, but I never, ever seen it
used really.

'George', you tell us about the grounds and you say
around the back garden was a stable and a big wooden

shed and in the shed there was a games room and a dance

floor?

No.

No?

In the shed there was work -- there was a work -- it was
like crafts. You could do printing, weaving, erm,

glass-cutting, picture framing, print. I ended up doing
furniture restoration on old chairs that somebody had
brought in. And then apart, separate fae that across
the way a bit, there was a big wooden shed which was
used as like a dance floor room. You could have maybe
played five-a-side football inside it.

And there was also an ocbstacle course where you could go
down a wire?

Yeah, that's right, aye.

You tell us then, 'George', about your first day and you

say you were taken to meet so was he

a member of staff there?
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He was _of staff, aye. He L-.risnae

SNR but he was BN
I think you tell us, 'George', that EAlS was
HDD

HDD was , aye. You hardly saw him.
But you explain thatmanaged the daily

running?
Yeah.

dish out punishments?
Yeah, he lived in the house_. Redheugh
was situated at the time across the Kilbirnie burn, away

fae the housing scheme, in its own big grounds. It's

all changed noo, but lived _
And you say thatnever abused you and you
never heard any stories about him?

Erm, the only thing I heard aboot him was that he was

strict and you had to watch what you were doing with

him.
housemother?

Was a housemother, aye, .

But Miss Ewas your housemother?

Miss , aye.
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clothes every week.

You do say that there wasn't much privacy?

Nae really, no, 'cause you shared rooms.

You explain an occasion, 'George', at paragraph 57, that
you were having a shower once and wife
and daughter walked in?

Yeah.

And you were standing at the sink naked and the door
opened?

Yeah.

But you think that that was just an accident?

Well, to leave -- for them to get to their house, they'd
go doon the corridor to get oot the back door, but past
the back door was another door leading into the
ablutions. And why they went in there, through that
door, which had a glass in it, a frosted glass window in
it, I don't know. But they came into the ablutions, got
a shock 'cause I was standing there naked, stared at me
for what seemed like an eternity but was only a few
seconds, said nothing and left.

But I think you say that you --

And that was -- the daughter is the same age as me. She
was at school with me. Her name was also -- or

RAB . Mother was and she was .

So you tell us that that was an embarrassing incident?
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all Christianity related.

You say that you had to wear Salvation Army Jjackets and
trousers and go chapping doors with envelopes for money?
On a couple of occasions, we'd go oot fundraising,
putting envelopes and chapping. So, me being tall, and
another lad, quite big, passed for young adults. Our
school trousers were black anyway, black trousers, so
we had to wear them and somebody gave us Salvation Army
jackets so that we would appear as though we were
Salvation Army. And we were collecting -- putting
envelopes through and then a while later going back and
knocking the doors and collecting them. And what would
happen is one envelope go in there for them, one for me,
one for them, one for me. And we thought we were funny
doing this, ken, me and this lad. I actually seen the
staff doing it as well. They were at it as well. And
that didnae sit right with me, even though I was doing
it. 8o --

I think you mention the name of a staff member that was
involved in that, somebody called , or was that
another boy, sorry?

IEQ was a staff member, aye. I thinkwas

doing it as well.

HDD i
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But I think you mention this ——
I think, I'm nae sure, it's eitheror who

tried to sexually abuse me, but I'm nae -- I'm leaning
more towards . He's a tall guy with ginger hair

and a beard, that did that. But it could have been --
or maybe it was both. I cannae remember.

'George', you go on to tell us that your social worker
Denis used to come down in his campervan with his wife
for a holiday to visit and they would take you to Largs
and buy you fish and chips?

Aye.

That you remember your dad came down to visit and took
you to the pub, and you also remember another time your
mum and dad both coming down for a conference, and

I think you mentioned that's when you went up to the
converted area in the attic?

Uh-huh.

You've told us a little bit, 'George', about running
away and in particular, this instance where you ran away
and stole the car. So we've gone through that --

There was another time I ran away. Nobody knew aboot,
'cause I came back. I took a walk up the back of the
hills and went over the hills until I came to a town up

over these moors and a house on the outside of the town.
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There was a woman in the garden and she says, 'Hello,
what are you doing then?' And I spoke to her and I --

I didnae speak much to her. I must have come across as
a bit mute or something. But she took me in the hoose
and gave me a cup of tea and a cake or something and

I was speaking to her, and then -- quite an old woman.
And I told her what I'd done and she says, 'I think you
better go back'. I think she gave me money for the bus.
And that was Kilwinning. I'd walked miles over the
hills into Kilwinning and then got the bus back, and
then come home, up to the home as though I'd come oot of
school, and nobody knew aboot it.

'George', we're now getting to a part of your statement
where you talk about particular incidents of abuse at
Redheugh, so I'm going to ask you some questions about
that now, if that's okay?

Right.

This is from paragraph 73. You tell us, 'George', that

on your first night there, you learned from another boy,

who -- you tell us his name, that someone else, who you
family -- was he a member of staff? That he was

an abuser and this boy said that he had to suck his
penis, and you say was the housemaster?

The first night I arrived, I was put into that room in
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the annex and I shared that with the boy who was
mentioned before, who's now dead. But the younger
ones -- this was right at the back and there was a room
there, a room there, and then two mair rooms up back
into the main house, and it was all kinda youngsters,
younger, and a lot younger than me. And we all gathered
in one room and these stories come oot that first night
and I thought 'What?'.

And -- there was a fire escape doon and the
exit door went oot right next to his door to his flat
underneath. And if we were making a noise or anything,

he would come in that exit door and up the stairs and

cause havoc, give us hell. But the first night
I learned these guys were saying thatmade them

do these things and I took it with a pinch of salt.
I think you describe the |2 guy -- sorry, 'George'.

But these stories were repeated all through my time

there, aboot some abuse. Usually . I cannae --
Iy I don't think I heard anything about him.

HDD , no. The , I think he was

trying to abuse me but I made a big fuss and he got
scared.

Well, just before --

IEQ I was assaulted -- physically assaulted by three

of them, beat up. For some reason. I don't know.
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Well, we might come to that paragraph in just a minute,
'George', but before I leave thesituation,

I think you describe him as a big burly guy with a big
black beard?

Aye, he was massive. He was a big, big bloke.

And he was someone you say you saw assault boys. The
way you put it is, you saw him beat boys, but you didn't
see any sexual abuse from

I never seen any sexual abuse fae him. I seen him
hitting boys and really whacking them, erm.

But you go on, 'George', to say in the next paragraph,
paragraph 74, that it was either or another guy
with ginger hair, -called , who tried to touch
you sexually?

Aye.

And you say you're not sure who it was. And you didn't
let it happen.

Yeah. I think -- it was in the ablutions, having

a shower and -- I'm nae sure but I think it was
because did something to me, but what I remember
he did was violence and it was on one of these weekend
hostel trips. He'd got bit on the -- bit on the breast,
on the pectoral muscle by a horse. We went pony
trekking, and the horse looked at him and decided he was

too big to get on that horse and the horse bit him quite
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painfully. And I ended up with that horse and he took
ancther horse, or pony, whatever. And I'm sure it was
that specific trip that he -- he did something to me.

It was -- I'm sure it was just violence, for nae
Jjustifiable reason that I can remember now.

And when you talk about , just so we're clear,
this is not , this is _?
Aye, a, he was a tall thinner boy.

You say with ginger hair.

He was about my height, and he had ginger hair and

a beard. Only two of them had beards, and this
RLX

Do you remember 's surname at all?

No, I've tried to think aboot it. I can't remember. It
wouldn't be difficult to find oot 'cause he was the only
that worked there at the time.

'George', you go on to tell us about the boy who died.
You say that that's the boy you shared a room with and
you say he was hit a lot in the home and that him and
another boy, who you also name, you say, were out of

control?

Yeah, _was a bit oot of control and- kind
of followed_ and the two of them -- -ended

up in an approved school. He got moved to a locked-up

place, and -- but, erm, he was oot of control.
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You say that it was --
He ended up -- he cut somebody's hand off, that -
I heard a story about him cutting a guy's hand off with
a piece of barbed wire.

But- -- the two of them ——-got hit
gquite a bit.
And in relation to those two, 'George', I think you say

it was and with the ginger hair that did

all the hitting?

Yeah, aye. The only time , I ever seen him
hitting anybody was once. Me, I'm nae sure, he was in
the room while I was getting hit. I'm nae sure if he
hit me, but I think he might have. I'm nae sure. But

I came doon the back stairs at night to go to the
toilet, to the ablutions, and they had this guy from,

I think he was from just up north of Perth somewhere,
and they were really giving -- they were in the corridor
up outside the office, at the other end of the corridor,
slapping him aboot quite bad. And then I appeared and
looked and, 'What are you doing? Get away. Go back'.

I said, 'I'm going to the toilet'. And I did, I went to
the toilet, and when I came back oot there, they'd
disappeared. There was nae sign of them.

'George', this is at paragraph 77 of your statement you

tell us about that. Who was it that was doing the
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hitting of that boy?

It was the , and Se , but I cannae

specifically say. I think they were all hitting him.
And particularly in relation to did you see
him hit the boy?

My memory says the three of them were bent over hitting
this lad, but I cannae swear on thatwas
definitely hitting him.

I think you say that that boy, and you name that boy in
that paragraph, you tell us his name.

Yeah.

And you say that he was laughing and you were thinking,
'Why is he laughing when they're belting him', and he
was about 11 or 127

Aye, he just kept laughing. I couldnae believe it.

And they looked up and saw you and told you to 'bugger
off'?

Aye.

That was the staff?

Aye. Told me to get lost, go back to my room.

Could I get mair water please?

LADY SMITH: Of course you can.

If I've told you that boy's name, was he a-?
Yes.

Aye, I cannae remember his first name.
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A.

I wasn't an artist and I wisnae even a good drawer. But
I was an Elvis fan at a young age. I grew up with 60s
music and stuff with my aunties and and my granny's
hoose. And I'd drawn this guite a good portrait of
Elvis, about this size (indicating), and he defaced it.
I found it defaced and somebody grassed him up and

I went straight to him and assaulted him. And again he
was laughing, and then staff came along and I got into
trouble. He didnae get into trouble for -- I explained
why I did that, but he never got into trouble for it,
but I got into trouble for assaulting him.

'George', you say that as a result of that, you were
assaulted then by members of staff?

Was that why I was assaulted? It could have been, aye.

This is at paragraph 78 and you say that you were

assaulted as a result of that by _, and

RLX with the ginger hair?
Aye, that's -- aye, that would have been right, aye,
when I -- yeah.

'George', you say:

'"They all hit me, I think. There was definitely
more than one.'

But then you go on to say:

'I think maybe was standing back.'

I think he might -- I'm nae sure. I think he was. HNae
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that I want to protect, but. He was

definitely responsible, 'cause he was there and he was
in charge of them and I think he might have gave the
order to give me a -- it might have been preplanned.
Because it was in the office and I had to go in to see
him, to answer to him, and then he stood up, came roond
the edge of his desk and the other two were guards,
like, behind me, and then they just pounced on me. And
I don't think they did much damage but they gave me

a fright and a few punches.

'George', I think you tell us it was punches and slaps,
is that right?

Aye. Definitely punches, aye.

But thinking back now then, was involvad in
the assault on you on that occaszion or was he just
standing back, is the way you've put it?

I'm nae sure, but he did nothing to stop it, put it that
way, 1f he was --

So you've got a recollection of him being there, but you
can't be sure --

He was there. I'm nae -- definitelyand
punched me, definitely. But whether-— I think he
might have, because I remember being shocked, 'cause he
was gquite a decent bloke and fair to everybody, and

I think it was -- I remember being shocked. And I think
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A. I've beat you to it.

LADY SMITH: You've been to National Portrait --

A. I did it yesterday.

LADY SMITH: =-- Gallery on Queen Street? And the National
Gallery on Prince --

A. National Gallery yesterday, aye.

LADY SMITH: National Portrait Gallery on Queen Street?

A. No.

LADY SMITH: There's a very good exhibition on there of
modern portraits, you might be interested.

But anyway, very grateful to you. Safe journey
home .
A. Thank you very much.
It's nice meeting you.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Just before I rise for the morning break,
there's some names I want to mention of people who have
been referred to by name in the course of 'George's'
evidence but their identities are protected by my
General Restriction Order and they're not to be
identified as referred to in our evidence outside this

room.

N I oo M, onebocy
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was everybody.
Can I just check whether one of the team picked up

anybody else that I didn't note?

-, oh yes, it could have been somebody _ He

wasn't quite sure.

Thank you very much and I'll stop now for the
morning break and we'll sit again in about a quarter of
an hour or so. Thank you.

(11.40 am)

(A short break)

(11.55 am)

LADY SMITH: Ms Forbes.

MS FORBES: My Lady, we have another witness who's
an applicant and is anonymous and is known as 'Andy'.

LADY SMITH: Thank vyou.

'Andy' (affirmed)

LADY SMITH: 'Andy', thank you for coming along this morning
to help us with your evidence. I already have your
written evidence, of course, and I'm really grateful to
you for having provided that already. It is evidence
before the Inquiry, as that's already there.

We want today to locock at some particular aspects of

that. We're not going go through it line by line, don't
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Is that how you saw it?

Aye, basically.

You tell us about someone called |[gM
that what the boys called him?

Eh, sorry?

Is

Is that what the boys called him, ?

Aye.

You say he was ?

That's right.

So he was ~-—

Aye.

-- of Redheugh. And his wife -—
Yeah.

-- was also there?

Aye.

And she worked there too, is that right?
Uh~-huh, yes.

You say that she was his partner in crime.
Definitely.

Is that how you'd describe her?

Yeah.

You tell us that was a big lump
was about & feet 47

Mm-hmm.

He had grey hair and that though was

80
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5 feet 2 so quite a lot shorter?
Avye.
You say she was stocky and had ginger hair?

Aye.

But they also had a daughter at Redheugh and you say she

was [Ras ?

Mm-hmm.
She was tall with blonde hair and a medium build.

RAB (sic) a member

When you were at Redheugh was
of staff there?
Part-time, part-time.
So as well as being their daughter, she also worked
there sometimes?
Yeah.
And what was her job there, do you know?
Just basically keeping us in order.
Okay. The same as the rest?
Aye.
Do you know what age she was roughly when you were
there? Did you have an idea?
Early 20s, I would say.
Okay. 'Andy', you also mention an
, so that was a married couple?
Mm-hmm.

So they worked there. Another , who you say was
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W PZD , as well?
Mm-hmm.
You mention George Gilleon and an Arthur Steven.

Aye.
So there's anand an Arthur Steven, so
[N

Aye.
You tell us that _, who was the wife of
PXL , she was the nicest woman you'd ever met,

but it wasn't the same for her husband; is that right?
No.
You describe him as a brute, is the way you describe

him. And you tell us the staff were from their late 30s

to 50 years old but as you've said, was the
youngest, in her early 20s, and |ga was the
oldest?

Yeah.

'Andy', you tell us the staff were on a rota and there'd
be two or three who would be in the building at night,
is that right?

Aye.

And there was stayed in a wee cottage
opposite_with his wife and their two

daughters?

That's right.
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Aye.

You say though in some ways it worked out for the
better, but there were other experiences that weren't so
good, and we'll come to them, 'Andy'.

Yeah.

Your social worker took you and you say that when you
got there, you were even more scared. There was
and who were there when you arrived and you
were taken into a wee reception room and told the rules,
is that right?

That's right.

And the rules you say were that you just had to do what
you were told and behave, or else?

Or else.

But there was no explaining what the 'or else' was?

No.

And did you have an idea at that time of what that might
be?

No.

And then you went to the dorm. At this time, the other
boys were still out at school?

That's right.

So they were away. And you tell us that you put what
little stuff you had in the bedside cabinet?

Mm—-hmm.
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A. Mm-hmm, aye.

LADY SMITH: When you say 'bullying', are you talking about
bullying by members of staff or by other boys?

A. No, members of staff.

LADY SMITH: Members of staff?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: 'Andy', you tell us about some of the
punishments. You say that there were different
punishments if you did something wrong and it was
usually or his wife, who punished you?

A, Aye.

Q. So one of the punishments was you didn't get to go home
for the weekend; is that right?

A. Mm-hmm.

Q. You got slapped by the staff?

A. Aye.

Q. You say with their hand or they kicked you?

A. Aye.

Q. And you say your pocket money could be stopped or
halved?

A. Aye.

Q. And you saywas handy with her fists?

A. For such a wee woman, she was.

Q. You then go on, 'Andy', to tell us a little bit more
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about that and this is from paragraph 35, where you talk
about particular occasions of abuse at Redheugh. So

I'm going to talk to you about that now, is that okay?
That's fine.

You tell us, 'Andy', that the main ones who punched,

slapped and kicked children were , RFF NSRS
wife?

Mm~-hmm.

And their daughter,

Aye.

So she was the one who was in her early 20s and worked
there part-time?

That's right.

You also say and were
also ones who assaulted the boys?

Aye.

Because you say it wasn't just you?

Oh, no.

It was everyone getting hit?

No. Aye.

And this was regular?

Aye.

You describe it as being at least twice a week, 1s that
right?

Yeah, at least.

103



10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

And you tell us it was like being at home and getting
a smack off your mum or dad, 'only was a lot
bigger than my dad', is the way you've said it?
Mm-hmm.

Sc he was the one you described as 6 foot 4?

Aye, that's right.

And you say if you were fighting, 'that's how things
were done back then, it wouldn't be okay now'. So is
that the type of thing you'd get smacked for if you'd
been fighting?

Aye.

So this would be fighting with other boys?

Aye.

And you say that the first time you were hit, you felt
sore and afraid. Was this your first experience of
something like that?

In there, aye, but I did plenty at home.

So you'd been hit at home?

Avye.

But was it the same type of hitting that you were
getting in Redheugh as you'd got at home or was it
different?

No, it was different.

Okay. In what way was it different?

Well, just the size of . If he slapped you,
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you ended up on the other side of the room.

5o the force --

Aye.

-- of it was greater?

Avye.

And you say that you got used to it because you just had
to put up with it?

Yeah.

And is that how you felt, you just resigned to the fact
you had to put up with it?

Uh-huh, nothing else for it.

Did you feel there was anything you could do?

No.

You tell us, 'Andy', it got to the stage that if you
were 1in the corridor and you saw one of them coming, you
would duck into the smoking room or the toilet just to
dodge them?

Aye.

So make yourself scarce, was that a tactic to avoid it?
Aye, it was quite a narrow corridor.

You tell us, 'Andy', about a particular occasion, you
say two or three weeks after you first went in, you and
another boy were arguing andcame in
and told you to shut up?

Aye.
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And you say you gave him a bit of backchat?

Avye.

And you got a slap on the head and a kick?

Yeah.

But you say this was totally out of the blue?

Aye.

So you didn't see it coming?

No.

And you say you ended up on the floor because the slap
was that hard?

Aye.

So there must have been some force to that?

Mm-hmm.

And you say played five-a-side football
with you, so with you and the other boys?

Aye.

Did other staff members play football with you?

No, it was only --

Only him --

-- only , aye.

But when he played football with you, you say he was
really rough and he'd be fouling you in a rough way?
Aye, not just me.

Other boys as well?

What I meant was if you got him in a bad mood he would
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kick everybody.

And you've said he was a big guy?

Aye. He was over 6 foot.

And the way you've put it, 'Andy', as you say, 'he
kicked the shit out of us and elbows were flying
everywhere'?

That was .

So this was when you were playing football?

Aye.

You go on, 'Andy', to talk aboutand you say that
you could be walking pastin the corridor and for
no reason at all, she'd give you a backhander. So you
describe this as being slapped on the head by the back
of her hand?

Aye.

So was this on your head or your face?

On my head -- it was usually when you were walking past
her, she would swing at you.

You describe her as being this tiny woman and you've
said she was 5 foot 2, but you say she was like the
Tasmanian Devil?

Aye.

And when she came in, in a bad mood, everybody got it?
Aye.

And she would walk round the dining room slapping folk?
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Aye.

Would that be for any reason; any particular reason?
No, nae any particular reason.

So nobody had done anything to deserve the slap?

Maybe a bit of cheek at her or something like that.

You say as well, 'Andy', that and RFF I
daughter, =
Aye.

-- that she was apt at giving you a cuff round the head,
on your body or a wee kick on your knee in the corridor?
Mm-hmm.

And you say it was never on your face and would be for
absolutely no reason. So with her it wasn't for giving
her backchat or doing something wrong?

No.

She would just hit you for no reason?

Aye, like mother like daughter, kind of thing.

Have you got quite a clear memory of her being somebody
who did that?

Aye.

And was that a regular thing?

Quite regular, aye.

Was she working there, if you can remember, the whole
time you were there or not?

No, she wisnae there when I first went in.
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So there was a time after you went to Redheugh where she
started working there?

Aye.

And was she still there when you left?

No.

No. Okay.

She just kind of appeared, appeared fae nowhere.

You tell us, 'Andy', that if you'd been fighting in
school, you'd get taken to the reception room and we
know, because you've told us, that that was the
reception room you were warned about?

Yep.

And you say that when that happened, there'd be four or
five of you and you'd be taken in one at a time?

Aye.

And you describe yourself as being scared?

Mm-~-hmm.

And it was usuallyand then whatever member
of staff had reported you and in the room you got
slapped, punched and kicked from both of them?

Aye.

You would be pushed to the floor. And you say they
didn't hold back and you got some 'right belters'?
Aye.

So would you be punched and kicked when you were on the
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And you indicated there your chest?
Avye.
Is that where it would be?
Just the ribs.
What about your face, did they ever hit you in the face?
No, never.
So that was something that they avoided doing?
Yeah, except with one wee boy.
Okay. What happened with him?
He'd been in the reception room and he came out and his
face was all burst, I think his nose was broke. They
ended up taking him to the hospital.
I think you tell us about that in the very next
paragraph, at paragraph 40, this was a boy and you tell
us his name?
Aye.
He came out of the reception room and his nose was burst
and his mouth was bleeding?
Yeah.
And somebody asked him what had happened -- sorry,
somebody asked him what had happened and
said:

'The idiot fell, didn't he'?
That's what he says.

And you knew that wasn't right, that wasn't what
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happened?

No.

You make the point there was nothing to fall over in the
reception room. There was just a couple of couches and
a desk?

Aye.

But you say that boy should have been taken to hospital,
but he wasn't, and do you say that, 'Andy', because of
the level of injury that you saw on his face?

Aye.

So it must have been quite bad?

They did eventually take him to hospital.

Right. But he wasn't taken straightaway?

No.

You tell us, 'Andy', you were in the dorm for about

six months?

Mm-hmm.

And then you went back after Christmas and were told by

one of the boys you were getting moved. Your stuff had

been taken out of your bedside cabinet and it was

PZD who said that you're going into a single room
in the attic and you were happy at the fact you were
getting a single room. You thought it was going to be
all right?

Aye.
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But we'll go on to talk about the fact that it wasn't
all right, was 1it?

No it wisnae.

You say, 'Andy', the first week you were in that single
room at night you were in your bed and somebody came in;
who was that?

PXL

And you say that you didn't think anything of it,
because other staff members came into your room too?
Yeah.

And you tell us you had a pair of shorts on in your bed,
is that right?

Uh-huh.

And sat on the chair at the side of your bed and
rubbed your stomach?

Aye.

But he didn't stop there, did he?

No.

I think you tell us he worked his hand down --

Mrm—hmm.

-- is that right? And then he got to your pubic area
and he rubbed your pubic area?

Aye.

And you say and he knew that you got erect?

Aye.
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No.

No. Okay. Do you want to tell us anything about that
or not?

That was my uncle.

Okay, right. So this was back at home?

Aye.

But you tell us, about this incident, 'Andy', that you
never salid anything towhen he did that to you?
No.

Just froze.

And you say that went on for months?

Aye.

Until you left Redheugh, and it was every night that he
would be on the nightshift?

Aye.

And you would dread those nights when he was on duty?
Because you knew he would be in, in to see you.

And you make the point, 'Andy', that you don't think you
were the only one he was doing that to, because it was
all the vulnerable kids who were in the attic?

Yes.

Was that what you saw when you looked around, that these
boys in that attic were vulnerable?

Aye, yep.

And you think that those kids were in the attic because
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PXL wanted them there, yeah?

I don't think he would have minded two of us. Or it
wouldnae mattered, I don't think.

But you say that things were different back then and
nobody spoke about these things going on?

No, aye.

And you say that you didn't want to tell anyone about
that at Redheugh?

No.

I think one of the things you say was you thought you
wouldn't be believed?

No. You didnae really speak about it back then, you
know, you just kept it, kept it bottled up.

And you say you couldn't talk to anyone in Redheugh?
No.

And you couldn't talk to your family about it?

No.

You say, 'Andy', that if an independent inspector had
come in and asked you how you felt, then you might have
told them what was going on?

Mm-hmm.

Do you think you might have done that?

I might have, yeah.

And you didn't know of any boy who complained or said

anything?
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And you tell us that because of the smoking, there's
been some problems with COPD?

Uh-huh.

And I think you tell us about some of the medication
that you've been on for the anxiety.

You tell us, 'Andy', that since you spoke to the
Inguiry, you also made a complaint to the police and
they took a statement from you, is that right?

Aye.

And you say that they told you they couldn't trace

PXL was dead?

Aye.

And you say that the case was closed as far as the
police are concerned?

Mm-hmm.

So is that what they've told you?

Aye.

You tell us you'we not been back to Redheugh but you
looked it up on the internet and you saw that the
building had been turned into flats?

Flats.

In relation to treatment and support, 'Andy', you tell
us that you have had some counselling and at the time of

this statement, you'd had counselling when you were in
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(The witness withdrew)
LADY SMITH: I think I've already mentioned the names and

I'm just about to check again before I rise for the

lunch break, but we've used the names ,
-in the course of 'Andy's' evidence, and those are
people whose identities are protected by my General
Restriction Order, so they mustn't be identified as
referred to in our evidence outside this room.
Did I miss anybody? No. Thank you.
MS FORBES: I think there was somebody called -- did we

mention the name -, -? I'm not -- yes.

LADY SMITH: I'm not sure if he actually mentioned the name,
but in case, -

Thank you. Very well.

(12.56 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)
(2.00 pm)
LADY SMITH: Good afternoon.

Now, as we explained yesterday, I think we now move
on to some read-ins; is that correct, Ms Forbes? Would
yvou like to introduce them?

MS FORBES: Yes. Good afternoon, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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LADY SMITH: _

MS FORBES: 1987. She would have been aged 16.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: My Lady, she tells us about Redheugh between
paragraphs 96 and 109 of her statement and I'm going to
read from paragraph 96:

'Redheugh was run by the Salvation Army and the
majority of staff were Salvationists and in the Army.

I remember an English guy called who worked there.
There was also , who was another member of staff,
and who was also a member of the _.
The head of Redheugh was a captain in the Salvation Army
and her name was Elaine.

'I didn't stay here long at all. It was probably no
more than a year. The routine was not the same as at
other places I had stayed. They used the Bible
literally as part of staying here.

'Redheugh was an adolescent unit. It was a mansion
with 50 to 60 people staying in different units. It was
one house with three male and one female units and then
you had the cottages which were for those who were
getting ready to leave. I never moved to a cottage.

'TI had left school by the time I went to Redheugh.

'I eventually got work, it was a wee bit better than

a Youth Training Scheme. It was Community Industries,
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point I didn't feel life was worth living. Somehow they
found out I was planning to take my own life and the
other kids were putting bets on whether I would do it.

'T remember that I wasn't feeling well and I tried
to tell |(uui . He poured freezing cold water over me
whilst I was in my bed and then he lifted the bed up and
tipped me out of it. I was 16 when that happened.

'Every new kid had to go through an initiation which
involved being battered and being forced to drink ligquid
scap. It was all done by the other residents who would
kick, punch and headbutt the new kid. I went through
this.

'I ended up being hospitalised through a serious
assault and the social worker decided to send me back to
the same home as the person I was assaulted by.

'T reported the initiations to my social worker
after I had been in Redheugh for about six/seven months
and there was a meeting with the convener of the former
Strathclyde Regional Council, my social worker and
Elaine, the head of Redheugh. Elaine made me out
a liar, saying there was no such thing as an initiation.
The social worker had too much cotton wool in his ears
and not enough in his mouth. I think my social worker's
name was Michael Masaravich from Barrhead Social Work

Department. I would imagine my social worker wouldn't
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his statement he was about 12 or maybe 13 and wasn't
sure of the exact length of time he was there.

From paragraph 18, 'Gordon' says:
'"The home was run by the Salvation Army and

was named . I think he was a sergeant

in the Salvation Army. There was _member of
staff called George and he looked after the animals. He
had his family cottage situated outside the home. He
stayed there with his wife and they were both really
nice to me. She didn't work at the home when I was
there.

'The other staff I can remember are Stewart Burgess,

who was my key worker, and the deputy head of the home.

I can also remember _ and her nephew,
, Frida Webster, , who also [I think

that should say "who was also"] one of my key workers.'

LADY SMITH: Must have been, mm-hmm.

MS FORBES: 'Frida, [ anc MM vere really good staff

who were nice to me.

'There were three separate units in Redheugh which
were called McGregor Unit, Knox Unit and Wallace Unit
for the girls. When I arrived, I can remember we went
up a long driveway through a forest area which opened up
and I saw Redheugh. It was like a castle with turrets.

It was a grey and brown bricked building.
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other times he would lock me in the turret.

'I can remember we were taken out for trips. One of
those trips was walking the West Highland Way, which
took around five days. Other times, we would be able to
go camping. I had been used to that when I stayed with
my gran. The ones that had problems with the camping
were some of the Glaswegian boys. They were not used to
camping outdoors. If I needed to, I could make a tent
out of an old sheet over washing rope and pegs.

'During my time at Redheugh, there was
an opportunity for a holiday abroad. Some of the others
were able to go on that trip, but I was not allowed.
They took this out on me as some sort of punishment.

'"We were asked to carry out some chores within the
home. That might have involved some mopping or brushing
of the floors, cleaning the brass. We could also be
asked to help in the garden with cutting the grass or do
some weeding.'

If I then go to paragraph 45, 'Gordon' says:

'I did get visits from social workers but I'm not
sure how often they came to visit. Sometimes they
phoned the home to check on how I was getting on. If
they came to the home to visit me, more often than not
either Burgess or would be in the roomn.

'On some other occasions, 1if I was on weekend leave
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punished and locked inside the room at the turret.

I think I had been refusing to do something and I was
left there overnight. There was nothing in that room,
no window, and it was freezing in there. I did not have
any warm clothes on. This was Stewart Burgess again.'

'Gordon' then talks about abuse at Redheugh from
paragraph 52:

'"When I stayed in the larger room at Redheugh,
sometimes during the night, some other unknown members
of staff would come in and take one of the boys out of
the room. If they were brought back, they were always
crying in pain. Some were taken out and the next
morning they were nowhere to be seen. The staff would
just say they had been shipped ocut. I was never taken
out of that room.

'Another member of the staff who abused me was
, but that was mainly physical. He was
an Englishman and heavyset. He was a complete bully to
me and many others in the home. He would hit you in any
way he could, which would usually be punches to my head
and body. On other occasions, he would be holding me in
choke holds and other times it would be kneeing me to
the thigh, giving me a dead leg. I can remember times
when he was so angry, he would physically throw me

against my bedroom wall or throw me over the couch in
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the living area.

'"There were times when he would kneel on my back as
he held me down on the floor. I was screaming that
I could not breathe. Sometimes the other boys would
come to my defence and try to pull him off of me. He
never had any fear about hitting me in front of other
boys. I am not sure if there were other staff present
when he was hitting me.

'He would do anything he could to upset me. I can
remember I was due to have home leave and, at short
notice, he decided I had upset him and would not be
getting out that weekend. He also made comments to me
that I was not good enough to be going home.

'The abuse fromwas frequent, but I cannot
give exact time and dates. I do know I was being beaten
so regularly, it would have been countless days
throughout my time there, even during the same periods
Burgess was sexually abusing me.

'As well as being deputy head, Stewart Burgess was
also one of my key workers. He was a tall, slim-built
man. I can remember he either had a beard or was rough
shaven. I think he was in his 40s and stayed in
Cumnock. I think he is in his 70s now and currently
serving a sentence in prison for abuse.

'T was just a wee boy in the home when I was

146




































10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

to trial. How has it taken over 40 years for those
things that happened to me to be progressed?’
And then he's made the usual declaration and he's
signed it and it's dated 21 August 2024.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS FORBES: And my Lady, that's all the read-ins for today.
LADY SMITH: Very well. Well, I'll finish for today, but

before I rise, names again, I think we've heard them all

alvesdy. e had [EEN and we hao ECNE
, also _, because there is a family

relationship there, and again. I think that was
M,

But again, they're protected by my General
Restriction Order in case anybody had forgotten since I
last mentioned it.

So that's it for today and that takes us to Tuesday
at 10 o'clock, when we are moving to what?

MS FORBES: Yes, my Lady. So next week on Tuesday we have
two live witnesses, one in the morning and one in the
afternoon, and then there will be a period in the
morning, hopefully, for the remaining read-in, which is
felt to be more appropriate to be done at that time.

LADY SMITH: The remaining read-in for Redheugh?

MS FORBES: Yes, it's in relation to an alleged abuser.

LADY SMITH: Yes.
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