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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

LcVv

Support Person Present: No

1, My full name is [ Vv date of birth is [ 1971.

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

2, | have a number of health problems namely; severe osteoporosis,
irritable bowel syndrome, Baynard syndrome, brain aneurysm, multiple
compression fractures in my spine, and am termed as having Guif War
Syndrome from the first Gulf War. They have also just discovered that my gall
bladder is full of gall stones. All this means that | have to take a lot of

medication, pain killers and sleeping tablets.

3 My back will never fix. | was 6’ tall but because of the compression
fractures | am now less than 5°10. A compression fracture can just happen;

mostly spontaneously there is no warning.

4. | have had a brain operation and have had coils and stents fitted in my
brain to close off that artery. They don’t know if it has worked or not as | am still

getting headaches and am still getting checked out for it.

9 | have Post Traumatic Stress Disorder which was diagnosed before |
was in the army and this was after | was diagnosed with the Gulf War

Syndrome. They didn’t understand how someone of my age could get
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Life with Parents

18. When we came out of Nazareth House we went back to our parents.
We lived in Perth then Drumchapel in Glasgow. My parents got divorced at that
time. In about ||} 1976 there was a fire in the house below us and our
house got damaged so we couldn't live there. |||jjjlland me were left with
the people from the house below for about 5 days. They got a house closer to
the shops and because my mum and dad were splitting up we were left with
them. Even at the time | could tell there was something wrong with them. They
were either alcoholics or on drugs.

19. After that my mum and Aunt |Jjij turned up and took us to Perth.
That's when me and |l oot put into Colonsay House.

Colonsay House, Perth — 1 time

20. When we went to Colonsay that's when things started to go wrong. |
know that we were in Colonsay House for ||| 1976. | think we were there

a couple of months before | urtit maybe | 1977.

21. A man called [RIMathe home with his wife IS | don’t know their

surname. They were also at the Nimmo homes that | went to later.

22. There was another man at Colonsay House who did the same sort of
thing. He was called Peter. The story we got told was that Peter had been in
care with[fialland S and he had come through and become a helper at the
home. | think when | was there [gland Gl would have been in their fifties
and Peter may have been about 23. | don’t know Peter’s last name. | would
imagine that he is still alive. | would think he was about 17 to 20 years older

than me.
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23. Bl and GE c<finitely lived on site in a house || GGG

and | think Peter also lived on site but | am not sure. Very rarely were jgalor
Bl there through the night, and it was often other staff who were on a rota,
but | can’t really remember them. Peter often worked through the night.

Colonsay House Routine

24. One of the staff would come round and get us up. Sometimes Peter
would do this. We would get up, go along to the wash room and get washed and
dressed. No one would help us. We went downstairs and had our breakfast. |
think they had proper cooks at that time. They always gave us these orange

vitamin things every day, which | didn’t mind because | quite liked them.

25, We would get the minibus to take us to the different schools. Most of
the time it was either Peter or[Elwho would drive the minibus. Although North
Muirton Primary was right next to Colonsay House, because | was at Northern

District | had to keep going back there at that point.

26. | suppose | felt reasonably happy that first time at Colonsay House. My
memory was that | was missing my mum and dad, especially my dad as | hadn’t

seen him for over a year.

27. Rl and S did show us some love and attention. | don't remember
Bl Sl o+ Peter helping us brush our hair or our teeth but | suppose they

might have.

28. | think there were about 15 to 16 children in the unit. We were in
dormitories, a girl’'s one and a boy’s one. There were wash rooms in the boot
room and other washrooms upstairs. The girls and boys wash rooms weren’t
separated. | am not aware of anything happening in these areas. There were

two beds in my room
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Colonsay House — school

33. After | went to Colonsay for the first time | remember there was an
incident in the class and Mrs gl pulled me out the chair by my hair. My idea
of revenge was that | noticed she left her purse so | emptied it down the drain

every day until | got caught. It was a stupid child’s reaction.

Colonsay House - Abuse

34. who was over-familiar, and | suppose you would say it was sexual
abuse as he was touching in places that he shouldn’t have done. He was quite
overt about it. | know with my sister [ i} in front of everybody, he would
put his hands on her chest and say “Oh, two fried eggs” and would laugh it off
sort of thing. It's only as you get older that you realise that kind of behaviour

wasn't right.

385, When we were in Colonsay that first time the only stuff that happened
involved He did it with everyone and fondled us over our clothing.jgelwould
sit me down on his knee and touch me over my clothes on my genital area. He
would always come over as being friendly and it was just one of the things that
he did. At the time | didn’t really think anything about of it, it's only as you get
older you started to think it wasn’t right because of other things that happened.

36. This seemed to happen most days if he was about. If it wasn’t me or
my sister [ lfit was someone else. He was very overt in what he was
doing. The things with [galonly really happened in the lounge area, which was
beside the dining area, and the play area.just treated it all as a jokey thing.
He would always be making jokes and saying things as a kind of distraction. He
would be making out to be something different to what it was. An example was
when he would touch some of the girls’ chests he would say “Oh, still two fried
eggs” and people would be laughing. | saw him doing this to ||| 't was
over their clothes. [Jijto'd me later that she didn't like him doing that to
her.
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37. You would be passing jgialland he would ask someone to come to him.
You knew that if he asked you to come to him you would know that you were
going to be sitting on his knee. | sawfondle other boys. It was always over
their clothes, never inside their trousers. | didn’t tell [ lfvhat he was
doing to me. | saw him doing it to girls when they were sitting on his knee and
he would put his hands round from the back and fondle them. That would be
over clothes. | only saw him touch girls on the chest, and that is the only thing

that | ilftold me about. | can’t remember if [SEI would have seen what
was happening.

38. | remember one of the times when was laughing at one of the
things that [@lasaid. There were tables and chairs in the dining room and at the
other end were lounger chairs and the room was open and you could see from
one end to the other. Sl Ihad her head round the door and was laughing.

ERIhad someone sitting on his knee and[lsaid something and everyone was
laughing. | can’t remember whatwas saying or ifwas doing anything
inappropriate. S didn’t do anything wrong, but she must have seen some
of lljbehaviour at some time because it was so overt.

39. Peter was different to[fialand he was there a lot of the time. Peter
touched || llon the breasts and her genitals when she was in her bed. |
never saw this happening but she told me about it.

40. I = really upset about it and just before we left Colonsay
House she started wetting the bed. | thought that was just one of the things that
happened. | llhad been out of nappies by the age of 14 months. | think |
knew she was wetting her bed because two lots of bed sheets were outside

I s room. | think | was really nasty to her about it. | was asking her why
she was back to being a baby wetting the bed.

41, I (o/d me after we left Colonsay why she thought she was
wetting the bed. She told me that she didn’t like[igltouching her but | didn’t
know about Peter.
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Living with my mum

42. Me and -were at Colonsay House for a couple of months
before ||l 1976. We then went to live with my mum who had managed to
get a house in Perth. We were back in Colonsay House by ||JJl|1977 then

B - B | crember going to | vhen the daffodils

were coming out.

Colonsay House — 2" time

43, We were moved back to Colonsay House because my mum was
sectioned in Perth. | think it was around |JJJIl1977 Bland DS vere stil
there and some of the kids were still there. We had another week at Colonsay

before we moved to foster parents.

Colonsay House — Routine

44. | think | llland Il vere in the same room. | can’t remember if
anything happened with[althat week with me or if anything happened with

I o'l | shared my room with another boy. | thought we were
going to be there for a while but we were at Colonsay for no more than a week

before me and ||l went to the foster parents.

Colonsay House - School

45, In the week we were at Colonsay it seemed really haphazard all over
again. | remember getting in to a fight at school because the kids found out that
we were in care. Some of the kids seen us coming out the minibus and they use
a term in Perth that is derogatory; “gadgy”. It is a real derogatory term to use
although | didn’t understand what it meant at the time but | knew it was wrong.
The minibus had council writing on it, Perth and Kinross District Council. Even
before we got taken in the minibus the other kids seemed to know we were from

a home. The boys started pulling my hair and stuff and | just reacted. “gadgy” as

9
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| honestly thought it was normal that this happened to every family and
you got passed from pillar to post. | was thinking that | would have to change
school again. It was explained that we were going to foster parents whom she
described as temporary parents but she used different words. | didn’t realise
that it wasn’t another children’s home and | didn’t know that they would have
their own children. | lland | had been told by the social worker that this
was different from going in to a home and that it was going to be better, and that

this was going to be our new mum and dad.

I think ||l had asked how long we would be there for but they
didn’t know. We didn’t know if this was short term or if it was going to be

permanent.

We were told this at the room beyond the office at Colonsay House.
When the social work came in for the meetings that's where they took place. |
was with ||l when we were told. | just remember her she was upset and
she was saying that she just wanted her mum. [Jfjwas only one and a halif at
that time. We were taken to the doctor’s for a medical and then me and
I << taken straight to the foster carers.

I oot to stay with my Aunt [} We were told this at the same
meeting at Colonsay when ||illand me were told we were going in to
foster care. | think | assumed she was going with Aunt[jjljbecause she
wasn't of school age, wasn't as problematic as ||jjjjilijand !, and Aunt

I /25 happy to look after [Jijbut not to take on | and !
The Ul - Foster Care
| don’t remember visiting or being introduced to the EiacEl before me

and |l vent there. We were just taken there and we didn't get an

affectionate welcome at the house.

11
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55. They were Mr and Mrs|iall | don’t know their first names we just

called them Mr and Mrs|Eiksall They lived at ||l and they ran the
business ||| NGz !t vas half way between Crieff and Perth. |l

-itse[f was a hamlet. It was named from the surrounding farms. There
were no shops or anything like that, not even a group of houses. The business
has since been sold and houses have been built on it. Mr || was a

_and all that sort of stuff.

56. They had their own children, a boy and a girl. ||l was a year
older or the same age as |} The girl, whose name | can’t remember
was just slightly older than me. They were not there the day that we arrived

because they were at school.

57. The business building was separate to the house. It was of two storeys
sheet metal construction, and the office was upstairs. 1 don't like heights and it
had a very rickety metal staircase and a pathway you could see through. It was
just off the main road. The house had three or four bedrooms which were
upstairs; at least | remember that our bedrooms were upstairs. It was a big

house. | shared a bedroom with |||l and _shared a room with

their daughter.

The Gl - Routine

58. Mrs [ as an evil bitch.

59. On the first morning, | was in trouble from the moment | got up. | hadn’t
done something right, like | hadn’t washed properly or something like that.
There was something they weren’t happy with and it just seemed over the top. |
was used to getting up and getting my breakfast before we did anything else,
then we would go and have a bath or a shower, in case you spilt your breakfast
down you. This was the normal arrangement when | was at home and | think it

was the same at Colonsay House. We had our breakfast before we got washed.

12
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60. In a normal day at the [kl We Would get taken to school by Mrs
LNG who would drive the four of us there. She would sometimes pick us up

at the end of the day but sometimes we would walk back because it was

downhill.

61. When we got home | was nervous the whole time because of
everything that happened. You didn’t know if you had done something during
the day at school, or even before school, that would set off Mrs IR 't

would be the most illogical thing that would set her off.

62. We would see Mr [l at breakfast and tea times, if we were told
to give him a message, or in the passing when we were playing outside. To be
honest | can’t even remember hearing that man speak at any time. After tea we
were put up to our rooms so we didn’t see him. “Crossroads” was often on the
television when we were having our tea so we were finished about six o’clock.
After tea we were all put to our rooms usually by about 7 and there was a rule
that we were to be in our beds by half past seven. This was in summertime as

well.

63. I am not sure if it was her mother or his mother but one of the [l
mothers lived not too far away in a cottage up on the hill and whenever the
Bkl vere doing something they would leave us with her. She was the first
woman | had met with hair on her chin, | hadn't seen that before. She had a
wooden poker with a branch like a prong at the top. It was called a Schiehallion
or something like that. She was very quick to hit you over the back of the legs
with it. She hit us with that every time we were there. You didn't have to do
anything. You couldn’t speak, or even move. If there was any nonsense she

would whack you once over the back of your legs. She kept it within easy reach.

64. | had marks and bruises quite a lot. If we had any bruises when we

went to a medical they were explained away as being my fault.

13
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The - Food

65. They gave us Alpen for breakfast which | had never had before so |
said ‘What's this?’ and Mrs sl called me a stupid boy. | can’t remember
verbatim what she was saying | just know that she started shouting at me for
what seemed like absolutely no reason whatsoever. | could see |||l vas
a wreck anyway. She was as timid as a mouse. | don’t know if this was Mrs
LNG way of just putting us in our place and that she realised | was the

stronger one.

66. It was made obvious from that first day that we were different to her
two children, and thinking back that is understandable, but it's not what you
would expect professional foster parents to say. Basically she was saying “You
are just the scab of the earth and we are getting paid a fortune for looking after

”»

you”.

67. Mrs DI said this regularly. She always called me a stupid little
boy and that | would never see my mum again. All the horrible things that you
could think someone in that situation could say, taking advantage of you
mentally like they hold the power over you. She said | wouldn’t get my pocket
money and | wouldn't get my clothes. The [l Were given a clothing
allowance and pocket money so it didn’t come out of their funds. When we went
to the ekl e never ever got any pocket money and | know they were

given money.

68. | asked for Weetabix because | always had Weetabix. | was told that
the Alpen was good for me, that | would eat it and it would still be here at tea
time if | didn’t eat it. All four of us children would have breakfast together at the
dining table in the kitchen with Mrs XS VI v2s there sometimes
but often he would be at work.

69. There was a cupboard with biscuits and crisps and they used to be
handed out by Mrs XSl She gave them to her children, but didn’t see them

14
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taking anything themselves. We must have been given something from the

cupboard at some times but | can’t remember.
The — School

70. | remember the daffodils when we were out | started going to |||
I school so it must have been around [} The school was about a
mile and a half away from the house. | vividly remember the daffodils coming
out on the verges because this was something that | hadn’t seen before, and we
were out in the country which was all new to me. | would have been just 6 and
still in Primary 1 when we went there. |JJifwould have been 7 or 8 when
we got there and in Primary 3..

71. | think for the last two months of Primary 1 | was at ||| | | | ]l 2nd
it was fine there. Me and |JJll oot on okay at this school.

The - Holidays

72. We finished Primary 1 there and were there over the summer holidays.
We didn’t go anywhere on holiday with them. We occasionally got taken to the
shops. We played outside most of the times. We got to play within the grounds
that they had. There was lots of machinery and stuff like that, things for a young
boy to investigate, but not so much for |l Sometimes we would go to
the grandmother’s.

TheWw Visits

73. My Aunt i came after about three weeks and she took us out
occasionally. She must have come before the social worker came. We told Aunt
I < verything about the [Nckial; that it wasn't a nice place, the same as |
have told you in this interview. ||l would start speaking up too.

74. | think Aunt [ ijbelieved us and she told us that she would tell the
social work, although she called them the welfare. Aunt |Jjjjjjijiater told us that

15
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she had told the social worker, | presume the social worker who brought us to

the foster carers.

75. We saw Aunt il maybe 3 or 4 times after that first time when we
told her everything that had been going on and she told the social worker. She
would come and pick us up as she had a car. There is a milk bar on the Kinross
to Kincardine Road and that’s usually where my aunt and uncle would take us.

76. In the 4 months that we were at the [cialwe didn’t really see my
mum until nearer towards the end of our time there. She didn't visit us at the
we were taken to see her at my Aunt|Jlllil}s. We saw my mum
towards the end of our time at the il 2t @ meeting with the social work

and it was with a view to us going home to live with my mum.
The - Inspection

77 It was about a month after we went to the XEkaall before we had a
visit from a social worker. | think this was standard practice for a 28 day visit. |
don't know why she was there. WWe came home from school and she was there
speaking to Mrs XSl at the dining table. | can't recall if she ever spoke to
us, but if she did we didn’t mention anything that we had told my Aunt |||}
We wouldn't have said anything because Mrs I Was there all the time.

78. When the social worker went away after that first visit Mrs [N
went off on one. She said we were telling lies, that none of these things
happened and we were never going to get believed anyway and called us “the
scum of the earth”. Maybe not these exact words but something like that. She
said she had taken us in and had nothing but good for you. She went on and on
that she was doing this wonderful thing for us and how could we betray her. She
was angry and me and |l oot sent to our beds without any tea. Al

books and toys were taken away and we stayed in our beds.

79. Mrs SN told us that the social worker had told her. She didn't ask
if we had told Aunt [Jillor ask us how we had told the social work.

16
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80. | think another social worker came another time and | am sure it was a
different social worker. It was another woman. | can’t remember how many visits

we got in the four months we were there.

81. After that time when the social work told Mrs sl and we were
sent to our beds, we didn’t mention it again to my Aunt|Jjjjijas it hadn’t

worked.

82. | don't recall Aunt il ever asking later on, or during any of her
visits, if things had improved. She did say something, maybe the year after,
when we saw Mrs (NI in Marks and Spencer. Aunt [Jifipointed her out
and mentioned some of the stuff about that we had told her about, so she
obviously hadn’t forgotten.

The sl - Abuse

83. We didn’t get on with the [l children.
84. Everything that happened in that first week, set the whole thing off with

the family. The tortoises died. | think it was something to do with them getting
too much lettuce. Mrs [N went ballistic when they died and blamed me,
saying | was told not to give them lettuce, but she had given me the lettuce. |
just remember they died and | got the blame. | couldn’t understand because |
had just given them what Mrs [ 9ave me to give them. | was sent to my

bed again as a punishment.

85. We didn't really play with her children. Mrs [ didn’t want us
associating with her children because we were beneath them, and it was made
painfully obvious that we were different. | can accept that the children were their
blood and they would get treated differently, but not as blatantly as it was done

then. They got sweets and treats. Sometimes there was a bit of interaction

17
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between us if we were playing in the house. The only treat | can ever remember

was getting to go to a concert.

86. We didn’t get any pocket money but there were no shops or anything
nearby where we could have spent it anyway. There were books in the house
but [ wasn'’t allowed to touch them because of what | had done to a toy camera

thing which | was accused of breaking.

87. I Cid have a kaleidoscope in his room and | sometimes
played with it but | got caught and got into trouble. There were no books in his
room that | would read. | had been reading since | was 3. My dad had always
taken me on his knee to read the newspaper when he came in from work, so
even by that time | was reading Enid Blyton’s Famous Five or Secret Seven or
Secret Island or something along those lines. The Nakaal didn’t have any
books like that, they were more like baby books.

88. Sometimes || would let me play with his toys, but other times
he would grab them off me. He didn’t seem to mind on most occasions when we
were in the room. | don’t know if | was being naive or if he set me up sometimes
if he knew his mum was coming up the stairs. When | was playing with the
kaleidoscope Mrs Xl came in and she caught me with it. She was angry
and she told me that | was not allowed to play with the toys as | break things

and | would never get any pocket money at this rate.

89. | felt indifferent to what she was saying. | knew by then that this place
was way, way wrong. | did have similar thoughts as | had when | was in
Colonsay when [ set fire to it, but thankfully | didn’t do that this time. One of the
reasons | didn’t was because Colonsay House was set up for people to escape
from fires, whereas the [kaaall] house obviously didn’t have fire doors and fire
escapes and even at that age | understood there could be serious

consequences. | did have thoughts about setting it on fire though.

90. I think it was either the first or second day when we were at school at

lunch-time we were given fish in breadcrumbs which | had never had and |

18
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really liked it. The school dinner lady said there was some left and she gave me
another half. | never thought anything of it, but Mrs NI kids must have
gone home and told her that | had asked for seconds. Mrs [l took this

that | was telling the school that she wasn'’t feeding me.

91. We sat down for tea and we got through to pudding and she brought
out two trays of bread and butter pudding. She asked me to stand up and go to
the counter. Basically she then pushed my face in to one of the trays of bread
and butter pudding. She said words to the effect that if we are not feeding you,
you are not telling anybody or something along those lines. She then forced me
to start eating the tray of bread and butter pudding. It was a normal size of a
baking tray and probably had about 24 slices of bread. She put one on the table
and one on the worktop. She went off on one about me asking for seconds. She
was really angry that no one from her house would be apparently hungry and

this was a real insult to her.

92. | tried to explain that | hadn't asked for seconds and they had offered it.
I know | was crying the whole time and couldn’t understand what she was going
on about. She held my face in the tray for a few seconds, then she handed me a
wooden spoon and told me | was going to eat it until it was gone. | didn’t even
get a quarter of the way through when | was sick in to the tray. She kept saying
that if | didn’t eat it, it would still be there at breakfast and lunch until it was
gone.

93. B /s sitting there petrified, and she was shaking and crying.
When | had eaten it all, including what | had brought up, | was sent to my bed. |

have never eaten bread and butter pudding since that day.

94. There was another incident happened soon after that where Mrs
Bl turned more vociferous. || lfhad a toy that was like a camera
that had circular discs that you put in and you viewed through them. If you put
the camera up to the light you could see the picture and you could press the
clicker at the side to move it to the next picture. He broke it and blamed me. Mrs
LNG said that we weren’t getting any pocket money because that had to be
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paid for and also because apparently | killed the tortoises as well, which | didn’t.
| will admit to things | did do but | didn’t do that.

95. This was in the first week that we were there. Even being that young
you could see that there was something not right with things. You were
constantly worried that you were going to do something wrong and you didn’t
know where the next row was coming from. How is a child supposed to

understand all of this?

96. Mrs BNl had a very short fuse and had a bad temper. When you
got up in the morning you just did not know how she was going to be. In fact she

was very similar to my mother.

97. If nothing really happened to make Mrs angry she acted very
indifferent to us. She either called me M oT ‘stupid little boy”. She never
gave me a cuddle, a hug, a kiss, or sat me on her knee and rubbed my hair,
nothing. She never showed any affection at all to me and she always spoke to
us in a very short, sharp manner.

98. in the first week |Jilf started wetting the bed and all hell broke
loose. One time Mrs made me and || illstand outside in the

rain, and it was dark, so | assume it was night time probably not long after

I =0 gone to bed.

99. All | remember was that we were all in our beds when Mrs
came in to the room and dragged me out of my bed. |||l vas awake
when | left and he would have seen me getting taken out. | don’t really know
why she pulled me out the bed but | think it was just her way that if one child did
something we were both responsible. All | remember was seeing |||
standing outside in the rain when | went outside and then me standing beside
her. | was in a pair of pants and ||l was wearing a pair of pants and a
vest. Mrs was going on about us being filthy dirty gits or beggars or
whatever, didn’t know where we had been brought up, and that we had no

manners, and she was saying that she didn’t know why she bothered.
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100. I would imagine that || must have got up and told Mrs
EEE that she had wet the bed as she wouldn’t have lain in it. If she had
woken up and felt it was wet she would have got up and said.

101. | think it was when we got outside that she must have said something
to make me know that ||l had wet the bed. Mrs [ was going on
about ‘you're not sleeping in those beds if you're going to wet them, I'm not

forking out and doing washings every day’ and things along those lines.

102. | am not sure how | was wearing pants as normally | would wear
pyjama tops and bottoms. | can only think that she got me to change. |
remember her checking to see if | had wet the bed but | hadn't. || was
wearing white pants and a vest. All the time ||l was shaking and crying.

103. Mrs I shut the back door with me and [Jilfoutside and it
was raining and it was dark. We were out for a couple of hours. Eventually
I c2/med down and managed to give me more detail. She told Mrs
B that she had wet the bed and she had gone bonkers, hit her with the
hair brush. | know the brush as it is wooden and was big and had a big broad
back and had spikey things on the front. This brush was normally on one of the
cabinets, because she used it in the morning to brush all of our hairs.

104. Mrs BNl | am fairly sure had hit me with this brush before. She
used to hit me and | lfhigher on the legs than the grandmother used to
hit us. Mrs [ would hit you on the back of the thighs or the bottom

probably hit you two or three times. | don’t know how many times she hit me
with the brush.

105. Me and [ lif were standing all the time on the gravel to the side
of the house. We never moved after we were put out and she put us there. We

were too scared to move and too scared to talk to each other. There was no
cover where we were standing and it was raining. It was honestly a couple of

hours and by the time she brought us in my legs were shaking and | was cold.
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106. I can’t remember how me and ||l oot back in the house, and |
can't even remember if it was Mrs [ENJIII that brought us in. | remember when

me and ||l were in the house in the bathroom and Mrs [ was
with us when we were towelling off, and | got changed back in to my pyjamas.
We were bedraggled because the rain was heavy. ||l said that Mrs
Bl o!d her that she was a baby for wetting the bed. | remember getting
back in to my bed and pulling the covers over my head because | was cold. |
can’t remember if [l vas awvake when | went back to my bed.

107. | knew by the next morning after me and ||jlijhad been put
outside that we couldn’t do anything right, even if we did anything perfectly. |
think | fell asleep at school the next day.

108. | think || ll wet the bed aimost every night for a while. They put
horrible rubbery sheets on both of our beds. They were horrible to lie on. They
put them on my bed even though | had never wet the bed. There was another

sheet on top of them but they were still not nice to lie on.

109. Mrs [XEII oot quite vindictive towards || ill over the bed

wetting and seemed to regularly get hit with the hair brush. If | said anything
about it not being fair then | would get it as well. Sometimes she would make
I i the bed herself and take the sheets downstairs. She would hit
I o the back of the legs sometimes two or three times. Mrs
would call her a dirty little girl and vitriol like that. | don’t think she realised that
the more she was making ||l nervous the more it was affecting her.

I ¢ been off nappies before me.

110. The bed wetting did stop eventually but only a few weeks before we
left. There was a period before that when ||l did stop but it started
again. | am sure she stopped a few weeks though before we left. They always

changed the sheets if they were wet, they didn’t leave them on the bed.
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11, Another time Mrs EXSHll asked me to take a message to Mr ||| R
who was in the office. | left the house and climbed up the rickety steps which
are outside and go up to the office. | slipped on some oil on the platform leading
to the office and | fell on to my backside, but carried on in to the office. | had oil
on the shorts | was wearing and | had also wiped my hands on the front of my

top.

112. Mr [l phoned Virs RSl and she came upstairs in to the
office and went off on one again. She went on about how | was a stupid little

boy, ‘you got yourself filthy, | have to do another washing’ and ‘do you think |
made of money'. | had to get stripped off at the washing machine and Mrs
B did something else to embarrass me but | can't remember what it was.
Mr-didn’t really react but he was cheesed off because he knew Mrs
LNG was going to be angry again.

113. Another incident was when they took me and | jllto 2 Lena
Martell concert and on the way back they bought us a bag of chips to share.
Their children were not there that night, and this is the only time that | remember

they took me and |l to anything without their children. I don’t know
where their children were. | can’t remember any time when all six of us were in

the car.

114. I c ocsn't travel well and the chips were not a good idea and
she was sick in the foot-well behind the front passenger seat where Mrs

B =5 sitting. Mrs EAII made her lie in the floor and she had to curl
up in a ball in the foot-well and lie in the sick. | made some comment about it not

being right or probably not being fair and | was made to lie in the other foot-well.

115. Me and _stayed in the foot-wells of the car all the way back
to the [l NoUse. | can’t remember getting out the car. | remember
enjoying the concert at the time when we were there, probably because | had

never been at anything like that before.
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116. That was the only time we went out in the car apart from to school or
the grandmothers or sometimes Mrs used to take us to the shops to
Perth or Crieff. She sometimes took us to do her food shopping in Marks and
Spencer which | thought was funny because it was so expensive. | am not sure
if she went in to other shops. Sometimes we would go with her into the shops
but sometimes we would have to wait in the car. She wouldn’t leave us at home
even if Mr [l was working nearby. There was one time | remember all
four of us going with Mrs (Rl to Crieff and she got us an ice cream then
she went off and maybe got her hair cut or something and we played in the park
for a while. It was quite a pleasant trip but not if she left you in the car.

117. | don’'t even remember hearing her shouting at her own children and
never saw her hitting them. Everything was just a hassle to her. My opinion is
that she just wanted the money but didn’t want any hassle.

118. | think we were at the [Naiaiiall for about 4 months.

The RSl - Leaving

119. At the end we had a meeting with my mum, Mrs [l 2 head
social worker | think Aunt [JJillanc Il and myself, and it must have
been decided that we were to go home. When we were told we were going back
to live with my mum | was perversely glad to be going home. || vas
definitely glad to be going home.

120. | don't really remember saying goodbye to the [Reiaell or leaving the
house but the social work drove us to Perth.
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Living with my Mum - Perth

121. We went back to live with mum, and | was glad to be leaving the
il 2nd glad to be going home to my mums. There was me, my mum,

I I -

122. The bullying at school started again, but that was just normal. It was
still the same class that | had before and they knew my background.

123. At home my mum was still angry, and she was obviously still not well. It
bothered me more than the way | was treated by Mrs Il as she was my
mum who should have been affectionate and caring rather than Mrs R

who was getting paid to do the basics.

Colonsay House — 3™ Time

124. We ended up in Colonsay again as my mum either took an overdose or

cut her wrists again.
Colonsay House — Abuse

125. EENGE =nd Peter were still there and the stuff that had happened
before it just continued withfondling me on top of my clothing but by then |

knew what he was doing was wrong so | tried to avoid sitting on his knee when |

could [Rltouched ||l over her top again.

126. I am not aware of Peter doing anything during this period.
127. In the three weeks when we were at Colonsay | can't remember seeing
my mum.
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Living with Mum --

128. Me and |l 'eft Colonsay House and went back to live with my

mum and [Jijin a cottage on || | went to Ardler Primary when

we were there.

Nimmo Avenue, Perth

129. There was a point between [Jjjjjand Perth that || and |
were at Nimmo Avenue home, | cannot remember why we went to Nimmo at

that time. | can visualise that place but | have no real memories either good or
bad about Nimmo Avenue. | can’t even remember going to school from there. |
think ||l came with me but not sure about [} 1 just remember that
EBRland RS had moved to Nimmo Avenue. | don’t remember Peter being

there at that time.

130. Amy Galloway became our social worker | seem to think some-time
around 1979 maybe 1980. She was my specific social worker, and she
sometimes came to the house.

Living with Mum - Perth

131. We moved back to Perth to live with mum again but that wasn’t for very
long because she cut her wrists ||| | | R

Emergency Home in Ayrshire

132. Me, I 2< [l wvere placed in an emergency home in
Ayrshire. | can’'t remember much about this place apart from it overlooked the

submarine base at the Holy Loch.
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The -- Leaving Unofficial Foster Care

144, Me, I 2c Il ha¢ to leave the [Jfjoecause my mum

demanded that we go back to her and because it wasn't official, the minister

and the assistant minister had no option but to hand us back.

145. | was at the [jon three occasions before secondary school
between Primary 4 and Primary 6 and | moved between North Muirton Primary
and Oakbank Primary every time | moved between ||| | I 2nd the
I | never spent a Christmas at the i} Every time | went to the i}

I - I v o the [N

Living with my mum

146. When | was back at my mums in Perth it was just the same chaos. One
of the times when we came back from the [Jjand the |l we went to
live with my mum at one of my mum’s friends just outside Kinross. We got given
to my mum on the Friday and we started at this little school, but | can’t

remember the name of it.

147. By 11 o’clock on the day we started at the school Amy Galloway was
there to pick me and |l ur because my mother had started her
nonsense again and had done something.

The gk — Foster Care

148. After this | went to another set of registered foster parents Mr and Mrs
Bl i I but ! don't know the address. | don’t know their first
names. | think | was with them when | was in Primary 6 in 1982. | remember |
was definitely in care and | am sure it was with the [k " T 1982
because we went to Faskally Caravan Park Pitlochry with theand |

remember watching a football game on the television between Brazil and ltaly in
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the second round of the world cup. It was only me that went to the [
and | think | was with them twice. [ went to registered foster carers at a

farm just outside [} ! can't remember where |l was at this time.

149. | seem to think | was there before | went to the [ for the third and
last time.
150. Mrs M vas very defensive of her two boys and again it just

seemed to me that | was there to get the blame for everything. Mr_
had very little to do with us and there were no problems with him.

The fpas - Abuse

151. Mrs ENMIII vasn't very nice to me and on a couple of occasions
she hit me with a wooden spoon. She hit me on the shoulder. We had been
playing football and her son said | had put in a nasty tackle, but it was a game of
football. She took umbrage with the fact that | had defended myself and she
expected me to just stand there when her son hit me. When | answered her
back she blew her top and hit me with the wooden spoon. She hit me twice in
the time that | was there. There was a lack of affection but compared to other

places they were fine.

152. We were with them in total for about five to six months over the two

visits.

Living with mum

153. The last time | left the Jji went back to live with my mum in Perth.
Everything at home was all the same at this time. Violence for the sake of

violence.

154. There was an incident when | was 14 when my mother came home
from work at 5 o’clock in the morning and she hit me with a belt all over my legs.
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My legs swelled up to the size of my waist, and she sent me out to school at six
o’clock in the morning.

185: | sat and waited for the nurse to come in at half past eight and the first
thing she turned round and said to me was that | must have done something
really bad to deserve this. | was angry at her saying this. Because of her
reaction | never told anyone else about it. | had marks on my legs and my back
but never went to the doctors. Although | told the nurse nothing ever happened.

156. The next day | stole £1 from a friends purse because | really didn’t
want to go back home. | was honestly fearful for my life. | went straight from
school to Roslin House where | told them what had happened and Amy agreed
that | should be put back in care. | told her that | needed protection. | stole the
money to get attention so somebody would actually do something.

Nimmo Place

157. | think this is the only time that Amy actually listened to me and | got
put in to Nimmo Place.

Nimmo Place — Abuse

158. At Nimmo Place had totally changed and she was really nasty
to me. She seemed to be grumpy all the time. She had previously talked to me
as an equal and had been quite nice. This time she turned quite angry towards

me sometimes and | don’t know why.

159. My Nana died when | was 14 and took me in to the office in
Nimmo Place and told me that my mum had just phoned and she told me my
nana had died. Another member of staff called [ was also in the office.

This would have been after | had been back there for a couple of weeks.
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160. | just went upstairs in to my room and | lay on my bed. After a few
minutes came upstairs and she went ballistic at me for being upset. |

think she took umbrage because | was lying on the bed, and she said there was
no need for all of this, ‘you are not lying there’ and that | was to ‘go downstairs’.
She showed me no affection at all, she didn’'t express any condolences or offer
me any comfort. | went downstairs and | went in to the downstairs toilet and shut
myself in there for probably about two and a half hours. | heard them outside
asking where | was but | wasn't really in the mood for speaking to anyone. They
found me in the toilet and demanded that | get out the toilet so after that | just

went out the house, but | did go back later.

161. Peter would come up to my room, not just mine, at night time and he
would touch me and masturbate when he was doing this. | had maybe been
there a week the first time that he did this. Before this time Peter would quite
often come in and tell me that is was time for ‘Lights out’. He had maybe done
this twice before the time | am going to tell you about. Other members of staff
who were on duty did it the other nights.

162. The doors weren’t locked and Peter could just walk in. This was usually
about 10pm. This time Peter came in and turned the lights off and sat on the
bed around my knees. He hadn’t sat on the bed before. | was wearing pyjamas
and had a duvet on top of me. He didn't say anything; he just put his hands
under the covers and touched me over my pyjamas. He was breathing hard and

was grunting. He was masturbating although | never actually saw him doing it.

163. Peter only touched me with one hand, | wasn't erect. He didn’t put his
hand inside my pyjamas and it lasted a couple of minutes. He said nothing
throughout. | had been lying on my right side initially when Peter came in to the
room with my back to the wall but when he put the lights off | rolled over and

was lying on my back.

164. | was shocked by the whole thing. | couldn’t believe it was happening
and | was frightened. | really didn’t know what was going on. | was quite naive.
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172. There was another hearing possibly in [JJJj 1986 and | was moved
from Nimmo Place to a NCH home in Pitlochry. | can't remember the name of
the home but it was in Edradour which is just outside Pitlochry. It is a tiny little

hamlet and a whisky distillery and is a really nice place. | was at this home until

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Leaving Edradour
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be so | moved to Dundee. There | met my future wife [JfJand we moved to
Cupar. | have two step children with her, aged 35 and 32. | still see them.

213. My wife died 7 years ago.

214, After | left my mums in 6th year | had no contact with | jjjlj and
Il for about 16 years partly because they didn’t accept my wife. It was only
after my wife died that | got back in touch with them and that's when | found out
they had all moved up to just outside Aberdeen. | was in touch with ||| GGz
about 4 years before she died, but we didn’t get particularly close. | got a bit
closer to [l though because she was a bit more honest with my mum.

Reporting of Abuse

215. | am sure that [l and | reported the iaial to the social work.
We definitely told my Aunt |Jlfland | am sure the Social worker at the time
was also told by me and - Their response at that time was that they
had used the ekl for years and we never had any problems and that they
wouldn’t do that. | am not sure if Amy Galloway was involved in this but she was
there from 1980 but | am not sure before then. We just reported this once to the

social work.

216. | came out of the army in August 1991 and in October or November
1991 | decided to go to the police to report Peter for what he had done to me
when | was in Nimmo Place in 1986. | just decided | needed to tell them about

what had happened.

217. | went to Perth Police Station on my own and asked to speak to
someone about a crime but they just sent two police officers down to the front
desk and they spoke to me there. | told them what | had told you, but | didn’t go
in to all the detail. It was quite private in the area we were talking as no-one
came in to the front desk. | was staying in ||| |G-t that tme and

the police station was ||| EGzGzaay.
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Records

235. | tried to get my records and a social worker called Claire at Cupar
Social Work Office tried to help me and all they said at that time was that |
would have to go through to Perth Office and someone would have to sit with
me to look at the records. She said they couldn’t give me a copy of my records
and that any names other than my own would be redacted. | did try to follow it
up by ‘phone to Perth Social Work and that’'s when they said they couldn’t find

them anyway because they had been flooded.

236. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of
the evidence to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement

are true.

Lcv
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