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Thursday, 7 July 2022

(10.00 am)

LADY SMITH: Good morning and welcome back to our case study
hearings in the foster care and boarding-out case study.

As we indicated yesterday, and that is still the
plan, I think, Ms Rattray, isn't it, is to start with
read-ins and then go on to an oral witness after the
morning break.

MS RATTRAY: Yes, that's correct. We're starting with
read-ins and then we will have an oral witness at 11.45
and at 2 o'clock.

LADY SMITH: Well, when you're ready it would be good to
hear you, thank you.

MS RATTRAY: Thank you.

'Steven' (read)

MS RATTRAY: The first read-in this morning is a statement
of an applicant who is anonymous and has chosen the
pseudonym 'Steven'. His statement is at
WIT.001.001.6455.

'Steven' was in the care of Dumfries and Galloway
Regional Council. He was in two foster placements. The

first was with Mr and MrsERSEIg®l in a3 village about 11

miles from Dumfries, from _ 1972 to
- 1976. The second was with a _in
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Commission.

I think I went there when I was about three years
old and stayed for about four or five years. I know for
definite that I was there when I started primary school.
I have no memories of being taken there or my first day
in the house.

The male foster carer was called_and his
wife's name was . I think they were in their
late 40s to early 50s. -was a forestry worker.

They were horrible people. She was really nasty and was
always abusive to me and my brother. That was her way.
It was always her, never- He wouldn't have said
'boo' to a goose. He lived there though, so he
obviously knew what she was doing. Someone from the
village told me that Sl iied two or three years ago.

I believe -is now blind and is still living in the
same house.

Neither of them showed us any love or affection.
I've never been able to understand why they were allowed
to foster kids. There was no relationship between us.

I hated her with a vengeance. They got money from the
social work department for us to live there and that was
that. It was a job for her really.

I have no good memories of my time with them.

I just remember it being a nightmare of a place to live.
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I have good memories of being out in the country and of
the other people in the village, but none of those two.
Everyone else in the village was really nice. Leaving
was probably the best bit, although that wasn't even
that good considering where we then went.

They had a daughter who also lived with us. She was
all right. I don't know what age she was. I think she
was in her 20s. She got married when I was there.

I don't know how the daughter was treated. She must
have known how her mother was with us. I wrote to her
once, but she never replied.

My sister came to live with us about a year before
we left. She hated it. I don't know why Social
Services would decide to take someone from a loving and
caring family and put them in a hellish home like that.
I remember they fostered another lassie after my sister
came. I don't remember her name. She was about 14 or
15. She and my sister were wild.

I don't remember much about the routine in the
house. I had to wash the sheets before school if I'd
wet the bed. My brother and I had to do all the
housework and walk the dog when we got back from school.
We were skivvies. I found that a lot in care: kids
being treated like skivvies. Whatevc—:rcouldn't be

bothered doing, we had to do for her. My sister had to
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do the same when she came.

We didn't get anything specifically for doing the
housework, but we did get pocket money. I think we got
one of those wee sixpences once a week. We had a Post
Office account, but we never got the books when we left,
so I don't know if there was any money in them.

We used to go to bed really early. I remember it
always being light when we went to bed. There were no

problems with hygiene. We got washed every morning.

JDS/SPO were good cooks, so the food was fine.
We were never starved.

We went out to play and stayed out all day whenever
we could. We'd go down to the water or the woods. It
was back in the day when kids stayed out all day. We

had toys and could watch TV.

were from Manchester. I remember going
with them to see [BEJJj mother in Belle Vue, Manchester.
I also remember going to Inverness. I think these trips
were probably our holidays, but I don't remember
anything other than going to these places. Neither of

the QESISIHCIN i rove and where we lived was a bit isolated,

so we didn't go on day trips.
I think she was a mad Protestant, to be honest. She
was definitely into her Protestant church. She sent me

to Sunday school but I wasn't into that. Sitting
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reading Bibles and things was not for me. I didn't go
for very long.
I went to primary school, which was just 50 yards up

the road from the house. It was a tiny wee village

school. I don't remember being encouraged by SIS
to do any school work. I don't really have any memories
of being at school.

Everybody in the village knew we were in foster
care. The people in the village were all big
lumberjacks and it was their kids who were at the
school. 1I'd describe the kids as rough and ready. They
all used to slagoff. It was just kids'
talk.

I don't think what was happening at home ever
affected my behaviour at school, but I do think
everybody would have known what it was like at home for
us. It was a small village. There were probably less
than 200 people living there. I think nobody ever said
anything because people just took the view that it was
none of their business. Also, they all worked together
and it was a close-knit community.

We were always clean and tidy, dressed well for
school and were well fed. Nobody could look at us and
say that we were physically neglected.obviously

had to put in the effort sometimes to make it look like
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trees and a branch got stuck in my leg. It was really
sore. I had a big hole in my leg. EBSEMwouldn't take me
to the hospital in case the social work department got
involved. She just left me lying on the couch. She put
gauze in the hole for about three days, but the stuff
just kept seeping through it.

She took me to Dumfries hospital after about four
days, as it wasn't healing at all. It obviously needed
stitched up. They must have realised at the hospital
that I hadn't got the injury that day. I don't think
she was ever asked why it had taken so long to bring me
in. I never saw her challenged for anything. All the
teachers knew about the injury, as it happened during
the school lunch break. I had dragged myself back to
school with the branch in my leg. My leg never healed
right because it was left open for so long. I've still
got a massive scar on my thigh to this day.

I don't remember going to the dentist. She used to
make us brush our teeth at night so maybe we never
needed any treatment.

I found out in later years that I had been seeing

a child psychiatrist when I was living with

I don't know what age I was at the time, maybe between
four and six. I think my head would have been a bit

screwed up then. I think I was traumatised with my
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mother leaving. I remember being taken in an ambulance
about once a week to the Crichton Royal Infirmary in
Dumfries. We were in the middle of nowhere, so

an ambulance picked you up to take you to the hospital
in those days. I don't know how long I went for.

I think it went on for a while. I don't remember

talking about what was going on at EEEEIE

There were always beatings. As I said, it was only
ever WMl who was abusive. It was like-just didn't
exist. He was in the woods working every day of the
week and he just sat there when he came in. He was
a pitiful man who couldn't do anything for himself. She
ruled the roost.

She used to batter us about the head with brushes,
shoes, slippers -- anything within reach. My brother
was deaf in one year and she still battered him about
the head. I can't say for certain that it happened on
a daily basis, but it was a regular thing.

I don't know what sort of things made her do it.

I don't think anything merits that. We were just kids.
I do remember she was crazy about the football team

Manchester United and she used to batter us if they got
beat. She was loopy. Maybe she actually had a mental
problem. I can't really remember anything she said to

us. I think I've blocked out a lot from my mind. When

10
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else. We weren't told where we were going or why we
were leaving. I don't remember how I felt about it. It
was strange. To this day, nobody has told us why we
left. All three of us left together. There was no
Children's Hearing or anything like that. We just got
taken from there to our dad's in Dumfries.

never got to foster any more kids after we left.
Maybe the social work department eventually realised

what she was like.

when I was on a Youth Training
Scheme with the Forestry Commission after I left school.
They knew who I was, but I didn't speak to them.

A couple of my old mates from the village were on the
YTS and they knew what ESSEMwas like. We used to just
laugh about it."

After paragraph 40 and from paragraphs 41 to 119,
'Steven' describes his life at home with his dad where
he and his siblings were neglected. 'Steven' thinks
neighbours reported him and that it was obvious to
anyone in their right mind that they shouldn't have been
there.

Moving now to paragraph 47 on page 10:

"The social worker turned up at the door one day and
took my brother and me on the bus to the social work

office. That's what I remember about leaving my dad's:

12
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also there. He was still at school, so I think they
were fostering him. He was about 14.

The adopted son had his own single bedroom and there
were two other bigger bedrooms for the rest of us. My
brother and the l4-year-old boy and I shared one, and
the rest shared the other.

I never understood why Mrswas allowed to
foster two young kids when she had a house full of other
adults. She didn't know what was going on in her house.

It was obvious that Mrs |35V4 had fostered loads of
folk over the years. The cupboards were all filled with
old shoes and clothes. We never got anything new. We
were always told to get what we needed from the
cupboard. She'd had that many people there, you could
always find something to fit you.

I used to wonder how many folk had been through that
house and where they had all gone. Her house was like
a conveyor belt for the social work department. When
I watched programmes later in life about the Holocaust
and saw the piles of teeth, hair and shoes, it reminded
me of the house in || G

It was a horrible place to be. There was no love,
no family -- there was nothing. I hated it. I think
she was in her 70s. She certainly looked it. He worked

for the MOD and was away all week. Nobody knew what he

14
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did. He came home on a Saturday and got absolutely
steaming and then went away again on the Sunday.
Seemingly he was traumatised from the Second World War.

My brother and I had to feed the animals when we got
up in the morning. They had cats, chickens, rabbits and
a dog. I then had a bath and went to school.

I was still bed-wetting when I was there but it was
never a problem. She just gave me clean sheets.

Again, we were just like slaves. My brother and
I did absolutely everything in that house. We washed
the dishes, did all the cleaning, chopped the wood, made
the fires and put the boiler on every Sunday. A4
baked a lot and we had to wash all the baking dishes.
The older boys didn't do anything.

There was always plenty of food. All Mrs |54 did
was cook and bake. She was all right that way.

After I did my chores, I spent the day outside if
I wasn't at school. I was rarely in. My only escape
was either going to school or being out with my pals.
I didn't have any toys but I did have a football. I was
happy as long as I had a football. I thought about
running away a few times but didn't know where to go.

We didn't get pocket money or go on any holidays.
I remember a day out in Carlisle once, but that was it.

There was no system of discipline in the house. You

15
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could do whatever you wanted really. Those boys ran the
house. Mrs never had any authority or any say.
She was just a doddery old woman and you never really
saw Mr - as he was away most of the time.

I was at primary school at first. I never used to
go. The house was out in the country so I would just go
walking down to the shore and potter about all day.

I don't know why I didn't go to primary school. It just
wasn't for me. It was probably related to what was
happening in my life. Also, everybody knew you were in
care and I just couldn't be bothered with it.

The secondary school was better. I didn't really
skive secondary school. I met a different bunch of folk
there. There were a lot more people in care in Annan
than in_ so people just took you as you were.

I was never into the academic side of school. I didn't
want to be a high achiever. All I was interested in was
sport. I played football all the time. I think that
was my outlet.

We only had one Christmas there. It was just like
any other day. You got up, did the housework, opened
your one present and that was it. It was just a crappy
present which was worth about a fiver.

We had to do all the dishes on Christmas Day. After

dinner, they all sat and drank while my brother and

16
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The -bred pheasants and held shooting parties.
The adopted son sent me into the grounds one day to get
a pheasant he had shot. I had to climb a large fence
with four layers of barbed wire. I ripped my finger on
the barbed wire as I was climbing down. Part of my
finger was split in half. I wasn't taken to see
a doctor. I didn't get a tetanus injection or any
treatment at all for it. You can see by the look of it
now that it's never been stitched. That's the only
health issue I had when I was there.

I was bullied by the adopted son and one of the
older boys. They used to punch and kick me and shoot at
me with their air guns. They shot my brother with the
guns as well. They didn't care where they shot you.
They'd even shoot at your head. They used to soup up
the guns by adjusting the spring so that there was more
pressure. It left a fair old dent in your skin when you
got hit, it was really sore. It was all fun and games
to them. That's how they got their kicks. The adopted
son was top dog in the place because he was Mrs
favourite. He was her son. Another of the older boys
could have been top dog, but he was just a nice quiet
guy.

The adopted son made me give him oral sex. It

happened about five or six times. It happened for the

18



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

first time in his bedroom about six months after I moved
there. I was 10 or 11, but I was very small for my age.
I probably loocked like an 8-year-old. He took me up to
an attic above the scullery a couple of times and made
me do it there. There was always a stash of porn
magazines up there.

The older boy who bullied me got me to masturbate
him once. We were out. I think we'd been up at a farm
he was working on. I was sitting on the front bar of
the bike. I was so wee I could fit there. He put my
hands down his trousers and made me masturbate him. It
happened not long after the adopted son had started to
abuse me.

I told each of them what the other had done to me.

I think they spoke to each other about it. I didn't
tell anybody else.

I've asked my brother if they did anything to him,
but he said they didn't. He was a lot older than me.

We left on _1980. The reason for us
leaving was that Mrs had to go into hospital and
we were told that we couldn't stay in the house when she
wasn't there. I wasn't bothered about her going into

hospital. I had no emotion or feelings whatsoever for

JDS/SPO

her. I felt the same way about

I remember coming back from school that day and

19



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Stuart Sinclair and Peter Harley were in the house.
Harley was the head of Merkland Children's Home and

I think Stuart Sinclair was the deputy head of the
social work department. They told my brother and I that
we would probably be away for about two weeks at the
most. We were then taken to Merkland Children's Home
about 20 minutes later.

I was about 12 when I went to Merkland Children's
Home. Mrs[EZ4JJJ] died so we never returned to _
I didn't care."

From paragraphs 81 to 141, 'Steven' tells of his
experiences at Merkland Children's Home, Moffat, and
Ladyacre Children's Home in Dumfries, and then of his
life after care.

Moving now to paragraph 141 on page 29, where
'Steven' speaks of reporting abuse:

"I never reported any of the abuse to anybody at the
time it was happening. I don't know why I didn't.

The first time I spoke to anybody about what

happened in foster care with [SSH&SIYE was when I saw

a psychologist for the first time in 1987. I've seen
about five or six psychologists and I've told them
everything.

I reported the sexual abuse by the adopted son and

the older boy at _to the police in August 2013.

20
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It had been bugging me for years and I just wanted to

get it off my chest. I should have reported the abuse

in foster care with at the same time, but

I thought it was a bit trivial after all those years.
I just stuck to what happened when I was with the

I probably thought that the sexual abuse was
more harmful than the physical and mental abuse.

The names of the police officers I dealt with in
2013 are Murray and Jim. I think Anderson is the
surname of one of them. They were in the child
protection unit in Dumfries. I dealt mostly with
Murray. I gave them a statement about the sexual abuse
in more detail than I've gone into today. The adopted
son and the older boy got arrested but no charges were
brought because there wasn't enough evidence.

The police got my medical records and found no
mention of the abuse in them. I told all those
psychologists the same as I have told the Ingquiry and
not one of them recorded it. If they had recorded it,
at least there would have been something to back up what
I was saying. I told all those people and they've
either not written it down or it's been chucked out
after so many years.

Murray was very apologetic when he was telling me

that they couldn't take the case any further. He said

21
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published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true."

And 'Steven' signed his statement on 28 June 2017.

LADY SMITH: I wonder if we should perhaps note just for the
record at the moment, Ms Rattray, that of course you
have read the whole of the impact statement. It relates
not just to this man's time in foster care but some
quite significant abuse that he suffered --

MS RATTRAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: -- when in a children's home. Indeed, one man
was convicted and sentenced to -- was it about 15 years
for having sexually abused children?

MS RATTRAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Yes. The witness doesn't suggest that
everything he says as an impact is due to foster care --

MS RATTRAY: No, no.

LADY SMITH: -- it was obviously part of a picture and it's
maybe important we just record that there.

MS RATTRAY: I'll correct another error. I think in the

introduction I suggested his second foster place was

with a Mrs -in _ when it was Mr and
Mrsin_ but I think we might be hearing
about a Mrs -shortly.

LADY SMITH: The names sound not dissimilar.

24
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Of course we've mentioned we have
mentioned and they're covered by my general

restriction order so are entitled to anonymity and their
names can't be repeated outside this room.

Where do we go now?

MS RATTRAY: Ms Macleod will now carry on with further
read-ins.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Ms MacLeod, when you're ready.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady.

'Yvonne' (read)

MS MACLEQD: This is a statement of an applicant who is
anonymous and has chosen the pseudonym '¥Yvonne'. Her
statement is at WIT.001.001.9526.

'Yvonne' was boarded out by Edinburgh Corporation
with Mrs [ESH in Bonnyrigg from - 1970 to
- 1971. The current responsible authority is the
City of Edinburgh Council.

As we heard oral evidence from 'Yvonne' on Day 82,
on 1 November 2018, during the case study into
Quarriers, Abelour and Barnardo's, I shall read out only
those sections of her statement that relate to foster
care.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEQD: "My name is 'Yvonne'. I was born in 1963. My

25
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contact details are known to the Ingquiry.

I have two brothers and four sisters. There is
a nine-year age gap between the oldest and the
youngest."

From paragraph 3 to 17, 'Yvonne' describes her life
before care with her parents and two brothers and four
sisters. Moving to paragraph 8 on page 4:

"I think I was about six and a half when I went to
live with Mrs with one of my brothers and two
of my sisters. The house was lovely. I don't remember
the address. Mrshad a husband and a daughter.
I think she had another daughter too. I'm sure her
daughters were in their late teens. They certainly
seemed a lot older than us. I think Mrs was in
her 40s. She was thin, with dark short hair. 1I can
recall living at Mrs but I think I only
recall the bad things. Mrs was horrible. She
was fine with my youngest sister, she got looked after
and fed. We had to sleep in the same beds as
Mrs daughters at first. You would get a slap
or a kick from them if you moved. We used to have to
take turns to sleep in the baby's cot as well, even
though I was six. We then moved downstairs to
a bedroom.

We went to school while we were there. The only

26
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thing I remember about the school is that there was

a Catholic end and a Protestant end. Quite often the
two sides would form big lines and run at each other as
if we were going to attack each other. We'd get halfway
and then just run away.

I don't know if my mother visited us at
Mrs but we used to go and visit her at home
in Broomhouse. We must have been taken there by the
social workers.

A lot of the abuse was emotional, but there was also
physical abuse and neglect. Mrsdidn't feed us
properly. We used to steal rhubarb to eat from gardens.
A lady used to give us a poke of sugar. That lady is
now my sister's mother-in-law. She must have been one
of Mrs neighbours back then.

At tea time, Mrs would make us walt outside
until everybody else had been fed. We could watch TV,
but we weren't allowed to sit on the furniture. We had
to sit on the floor. We'd be told to get off the couch
if we sat on it. I don't recall any of the family
speaking much to us. We were treated like dogs.

We weren't allowed to get out of bed until about
lunchtime at weekends. They would all sleep in at the
weekend and we wouldn't get any breakfast. I remember

we got up one morning because we were starving. When
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you're traumatised and you're told not to do something,
you don't do it, so we usually stayed in our room. But
this one day we were all really starving and we got up
and I made toast and burnt it. We were that hungry we
ate it.

Mrs used to make us take our youngest
sister out for a walk in her pram. She would throw us
out during the day and tell us not to come back until
later. I remember going with my brother and other
sister to the park in the winter and it was so cold we
were literally frozen. We didn't have gloves on and the
three of us sat in the park crying. It was snowing but
we knew we weren't allowed to go back to the house.

Mrswas another one who wouldn't give us
drinks after a certain time because we wet the bed.

My brother got scabies and she used to put him in
the cot and tie his hands to the sides so that he
wouldn't scratch himself.

Sometimes you would just be sitting there and
Mr would walk past you and kick you for no

reason. Mrs used to slap us as well.

I spent my day in a state of high anxiety, never
knowing what was coming or whether I was doing the right
or the wrong thing.

We told our mum how horrible it was at

28
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Mrs I remember her arguing with the social

worker, telling her that they had better get her kids
out of there. She wanted us back home, but I'm not sure
her mental health was that good then.

We were removed from Mrsbecause of the way
she treated us. We must have been at home for a wvisit
with our mum when she bone combed our hair and we were
crawling with head lice. She gathered up all the lice
and went to the social work office and threw them at the
social worker.

I found out a few years ago that Mrs won
some kind of award as a foster carer, 'Foster Carer of
the Year' or something like that.

The social worker didn't tell Mrs that they
were removing us. They told us we were going to be
leaving, but told us not to say anything to her.

I remember crying because I had to go back to

Mrs after a home visit and Ms Brown told me
not to worry because I wasn't going to be there for much
longer. This is the only time I remember anybody
actually discussing with me any plans about where

I would live. When the time came for us to leave

Mrs the social worker told her that we were

just going to stay at our mum's for the weekend.

After we left Mrs they discovered that

29
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true."

'Yvonne' signed her statement on 11 June 2018.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: I would like to refer briefly, my Lady, to
a record in relation to 'Yvonne', which just supports
some of what '¥Yvonne' says in her statement. That
record is to be found at EDI-000000776.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLECOD: If we turn to page 2 of that document, and to
the second half of that page, we'll see an entry
"_1971" underlined.

LADY SMITH: Is this from her social work records?

MS MACLEOD: It is, my Lady. This is the social work
records for 'Yvonne'. This is 'Yvonne's' notes by her
social worker here saying in|jjjjjj that the children had
been for a weekend visit, I think 'Yvonne' had been for
a visit with her mother and it's noted here:

" ... told her she wasn't happy with Mrs
and in fact is much less cheerful than she was last
year. Seems to be pining to get home."

The last sentence on that page says:

"Mrs has no complaints about 'Yvonne'."

Then over the page:

"... but I don't know how sympathetic she is to the

children."
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That completes the extract I want to highlight, but
it does support what '¥Yvonne' says and indeed that the
children were ultimately removed from the placement.

LADY SMITH: It does, and these were children who were in
and out of care a bit because of parental illnesses on
both sides --

MS MACLEOD: Yes, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: -- and parental hospitalisation, isn't that
right?

MS MACLEOD: Yes, that's right, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Perhaps account particularly had to be made of
that, that these weren't permanent removals from home.

Thank you.

What's next?

MS MACLECOD: I'll now move on to another read-in, which is
a witness 'Deborah'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Deborah' (read)

MS MACLEOD: This is the statement of an applicant who again

is anonymous and has chosen the pseudonym 'Deborah’'.
Her statement is at WIT.001.001.6993.

'Deborah' was boarded out by Dumfries Town Council,

later Dumfries and Galloway Regional Council, with

vrs QR in puncrics ron [ oce <o o7

The current responsible authority is Dumfries and
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arranged for me to go to I don't know to
what extent my mum was involved. One sister went to
stay with my gran and the other sister stayed with my

mum.

I stayed with in Dumfries from 1964 or
1965 until 1977. Their first names wereand
They were both elderly, well into their 60s. Mrs
said that I was put into care because my mum battered me
but the social work deny this. They changed my surname
although my original surname remained on my birth
certificate.

There were other kids who stayed with Plauil\g

and on, and my sister's son stayed there for a short
while. They had also adopted a girl, but she was grown
up and married by the time I got there.
didn't have children of their own.

Sometimes families, like two sisters, would stay
with them for a short time and I recall a boy who stayed
with them. I don't think there was ever a question of
adopting me.

The house itself was a ground floor flat with three
bedrooms. EaWAE had a bedroom each. They
didn't sleep together. I don't now recall where the
kids who came and went would sleep, but they were there.

It was a council-owned flat and I think there were nine
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other flats in the block.
My first memory is probably at the age of four and

going to the wedding of their adopted daughter.

I don't remember much of the routine at [SauillNg
although I recall that Mrs[Egifwould do my hair in the
morning. I also recall that me and her would watch the
wrestling on a Saturday while eating kippers. I don't
think I could simply watch telly whenever I wanted.

I don't recall when I had to go to bed. Sometimes
I would sleep in the back bedroom and sometimes I slept
in with Mrs I do recall I got a bath once a week.

When I had free time, I would play on the landing
doing skipping and playing marbles or loocking at scraps.
I also had a wee record player.

I didn't get visits as such, but sometimes my mum

would come to the school to see me. She didn't actually

speak to me, she just came to look at me. I don't know
why she didn't come toto see me. They

probably wouldn't let her. Also, a woman who was

a friend of my gran would come and see me at Christmas.
Fiona Douglas was my soclal worker at the time, then

a Mrs Crabbie. I think before them it was

a Mrs Clydesdale. I don't recall seeing them much when

I was with I'm sure I did see them but

I don't recall. There was an occasion that Mrs
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alleged that I had tried to shove her in the fire. I'm
sure Fiona Douglas came to the house at that time.

I went to Lochside Primary School till preliminary 7
then Maxwelltown Academy for a year. I seem to recall
that I liked school because I felt safe and could see my
pals. The school knew I was in foster care but I don't
think it caused them to treat me any differently.

Primary school was okay, but I found it difficult to
concentrate and tended to daydream a lot. Also,

I wanted to wear the same sort of clothes as the other

kids but HEVALNS

only bought me old-fashioned stuff.

Although I seem to recall that the headmaster in
secondary school was supportive of me, I don't recall
them doing anything to look at what was happening to me
in the foster house. Then again, I suppose it should
have been the social work who should have been doing
that.

I recall that when I went to Maxwelltown Academy
I was bullied a lot. I had to hand over money to the
bullies so that they could buy their cigarettes.

I must have got Christmas presents because
I remember finding them under the bed. I got battered
for that. Other than that, I don't recall much about
Christmas, though I recall Mronce built me

a dolls' house. I remember they got me a bike but
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I don't recall treats or going to the pictures. I don't
recall any birthday celebrations.

I don't recall getting any pocket money.

I know I got to see a doctor whenever I required,
but I don't recall ever seeing a dentist.

At I was treated as a slave, doing all
the cleaning and washing up. I used to have to run
after her all the time.

Two of my pals told me that they came to the door
for me one time and they saw Mr battering me,
though I don't actually remember this. They tried to
get in the door but couldn't, so went to get another
pal's mum to get Mr [[NJj off me. I was about 11 or 12
at this time. My pals said that they reported this to
the school.

Mrs was taken into hospital once, which left
Mr to look after me. It was in the back bedroom
that he raped me. I only recall this happening the
once, but I've been told by Rape Crisis that that means
it probably happened more than once.

I'm not sure how old I was when Mr raped me.
The back bedroom was the room that I was using. I don't
recall anybody else being in the house at the time.

EXK lived in the flat upstairs. At the

time, I was getting bullied at school and used to hand

41



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

over money to the bullies. I got the money from
EXK What happened was that he used to come
to my bedroom window each night. I'm not sure how old

I was. He would grope me and give me 2p for it. He was
basically grooming me. I'm not sure how long this went
on for, but it was a long time.

I was also in |Sal flat one time when he
had his private parts out and tried to enter me.

I remember it was sore. I can't be sure if this
happened before or after I was raped by Mr

Mrs battered me regularly with a tawse. She
would hit me all over the body and would do it for any
reason. She kept saying I was 'a naughty lassie' and
she once claimed I tried to push her into the fire,
which was nonsense.

I remember once Mrs hit me on the head. I had
long hair and wore Kirby grips. When she hit me, one of
the Kirby grips got lodged in my ear and the doctor had
to take it out. I've still got problems with my
hearing.

I don't think she hit me in front of others, though

she did call me names in front of others. I can't
remember if she hit me in front of Mr but then

again he spent most of his time in the garden.

I always felt unwanted and didn't want to be there.
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Social work kept saying that I shouldn't be in a house
with such old people and that I should be moved. I saw

this in my records years later.

I got no love from I was just a slave
and not allowed to mix with other people. I used to

jump out of the window to play with my pals. I did this

to get away and because PLVNAENS would lock the door to

stop me getting out.
The other kids that came and went couldn't have been
there very long as I don't have great recollection of

this. The only reason that [Saiiats

kept me there was
so that I could do their bidding. I have no good
memories of my time at .

I also thought that Mrs wanted rid of me but
that Mrwanted me to stay.

I used to wet the bed sometimes and when I did,

ke would shout at me. I don't recall who

Mrs
thereafter would wash the sheets but it was probably me.
I think my friend was the first person I spoke to

about the abuse I had suffered and that was about 20
years ago. I have never reported the abuse to the
police. I did talk to a solicitor about it when I was
getting a divorce, but then another solicitor took over

and he just said that it had happened too long ago to

matter.
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I did try to tell my husband before he left, but he
wasn't interested.

I did tell a social worker called Fiona Douglas
about the abuse I suffered, but this was years after it
happened and nothing was done about it.

I think I left after Mrs told the

social work that she no longer wanted me to be there.
After I leftI went to various places.
First I went to Merkland home in Moffat and after that
I went to stay with the-family. I don't know how
long I was there for, but it was when I was there that
MrsauSilldied. The social work took me to her funeral.
After the_ I went to Wendy House Children's
Home and then to another foster home with the
_ After them, I went back to stay with my mum
but that only lasted five days. My mum accused me of
stealing her purse, which I hadn't.
Social work tried to get me back in with the

_ but couldn't, so I got sent to_

near Thornhill. From there, I went toc another foster

home, which was the_
After that, I got sent to the_ Throughout

my time in all the above places, I have no recollection
of dealing with the children's panel.

I wasn't abused in any of those places but I know
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that there were signs in my behaviour that should have
indicated to social workers that something had been

wrong with my time staying with I ended up

going to three different secondary schools because
I kept changing foster homes.

I left the care system when I turned 18 or as the
social work put it, 'your file is closed’'.

When I was 18, I stayed at a nursing home working
and worked at an old folk's home. I had various work
placements. I then met my sons' dad. My son was born
when I was 22. My sons' dad was abusive to me for about
20 years and was in and out of prison.

My other son was born with brittle bone disorder and
I had to spend a lot of time looking after him. I took
quite i1l after having him.

At no time after I left foster care did I get any
transitional help from any social worker. I turned 18
and they simply handed me my birth certificate. They
told me they were there if I wanted to speak to them but
there was no practical help.

I have suffered depression and had auto-immune
hepatitis when my son was born. I had a heart attack at
36. I can't show my kids love because I never got any
myself.

I struggle with that and have never kissed and
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cuddled them or teold them I loved them. I feel that
this has also impacted on them and that they now
struggle with relationships.

I feel as if I've had depression all my life and
I feel as if the whole system has let me down. The
names that Mrsused to call me left me with no
self-confidence, which has affected me my whole life.

When I met my sons' dad, I ended up in an abusive
relationship which I found difficult to get out of,
because it was the closest thing I had ever had to love.
I put up with his abusive behaviour and the fact he had
affairs.

I got involved with my sister when I was 50 and
tried to help her, but she just dumped me. I feel I am
just an object to folk who thereafter dump me at the
smallest thing. I feel I can't trust folk.

I also feel that changing schools so often had a big
impact on my education.

I think of my time in care all the time. I feel as
if my life is a failure and that there are no answers.

I never had any sort of relationship with my mum before
she died about 10 years ago.

Ten years ago, 1 went to the social work department
to get my records because I had attended Rape Crisis and

they said they wanted to see them. I met with
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Daniel McKeever, a senior social worker, who sat with me
as I read them. I told him I had been abused by the

and he said that the records seemed to support
this and that the system had failed me.

As far as I am concerned, this shows that the social
work knew what was happening to me but did nothing. The
records don't explicitly say I was sexually abused but
there are things written in my records that were clear
indications and signs of what was going on. These signs
should have been picked up on."

My Lady, I'll have a look at some of the records at

the end of this statement.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: "I saw a psychologist on three occasions for

a while. All they said was they couldn't do anything
about my past. They said I was just to take tablets for
the rest of my life. The psychologist tried to send me
to the Kaleidoscope Group, but they dealt with
schizophrenics and it was like a children's home, which
was the last sort of place I wanted tc be. That would
have made me worse.

I have also attended Rape Crisis. I first went to
them about ten years ago. I went because I was
depressed. I had just met my present partner and was

worried about getting into another serious relationship.
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it seems. 'Deborah' mentions that this may have been
Mrs Clydesdale, but the record doesn't have a name on
it. So it was a visit by the social work department on
4 October 1974. Here it notes:

"Visited. [EauGll are now officially OAPs."

This is something that's a theme throughout the
record. We'll see that this social worker, and then
again increasingly Fiona Douglas, notes repeatedly that
they are old and potentially too old to be looking after

'Deborah' --

LADY SMITH: Yes.
MS MACLEOD: -- and we'll look at that.

LADY SMITH: I'm just thinking 1974, to be an OAP, that

would have been age 65, I think then, if I remember
rightly. It then dropped to 60 and now it's jumped up

again.

MS MACLEOD: ©On page 7, on 20 November 1975, we can see the

case was at that point transferred to Fiona Douglas.
I'd like to pick up on a few things noted by
Fiona Douglas on page 8 of the document.
The first visit on this page is dated
28 January 1976 and we'll see:
"Home visit."
And that 'Deborah' was seen along with another child

who was in the placement. There were two children in
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the placement at that time.

The second paragraph of that entry notes:

"The house, while never really dirty, leaves quite
a lot to be desired and I often feel that we, as
a department, should be anxious about this foster home."

The final sentence of that entry states:

"It is noticeable that 'Deborah' withdraws into her
scowling self, when Mrsmakes any complaints to
me."

The next entry, which is 9 December 1976, in the
final sentence notes that 'Deborah' is a "thin and sort
of anxious-looking child".

The next entry down, 11 February 1976, another home
visit. The second line we see:

"Complaints still as ever but I think the family
know in their heart of hearts that really they are too
old to cope with the two children ..."

Then if we go down to the final entry on this page,
which is an entry from 8 August 1976, another home
visit. Discussions during this visit seemed to be
focused on 'Deborah' perhaps wanting different clothes
and in particular shoes to what were being provided by
the social worker. The social worker notes:

"The main argument centred over a pair of shoes --

platform soles -- 'Deborah' showed them to me, gquite
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reasonable but she wanted higher ones. Tried to suggest
to the foster parents that we were all old-fashioned,
that teenagers wanted to be the same as their

classmates. 'Deborah' seemed to respond a little to

this approach but HauCld remained adamant that
these were high enough."

This supports the sort of thing that 'Deborah' was
saying.

Over the page, on page 9, the second full sentence,
that's an entry again on 11 August 1976:

"!'Deborah' made me a cup of coffee and I noticed how
badly bitten her nails are -- she often seems
excessively anxious and I feel she is rather lonely here
and sometimes rather looks like the household drudge.
Nevertheless, she has spent 10 years in this foster home
and it is the only home she knows. She is growing well
physically but I suspect that there will be problems
ahead."

That's signed by Fiona Douglas.

Finally in this document, my Lady, I'd like to look
at two letters, which are the final two pages of the
document. If we turn first of all to the final page,
page 13, this document appears to be a letter from
Fiona Douglas to the headmaster of Maxwelltown high

school on 5 January 1977 and relates to Mrsgoing
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into hospital. Fiona Douglas writes:
"I am writing to ask if your staff -- particularly
the guidance teacher responsible for 'Deborah' -- could

assist me by keeping a specially watchful eye over her
over the next few weeks.

As you are aware, 'Deborah' is fostered by
having lived with them for the past 11 years.
are now pensioners and for some time now
Mrs health has been giving rise for concern. She
has developed diabetes which has caused her, within the
last few weeks, to become blind."

Then it goes on to describe some treatment that
Mrs is to receive.

WIf Mrsis hospitalised, this will mean that
'Deborah' will remain in the care of Mr although
I have arranged with a very pleasant and responsible
neighbour that she will keep a watchful eye over the
situation. The gquestion of removing 'Deborah' has been
gone into, but we feel that she has been so long with
that to remove her at this very stressful time
would be very unfair.

I would be most grateful if you could let me know if
you are concerned at all for 'Deborah'. I would be
happy to come to the school at any time if you feel that

there are any points to be discussed."
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LADY SMITH: She would have been more than 13 and a half, on
the way to being 14 then, still quite young?
MS MACLEOD: Yes.

Then the final page in the document that I wish to
look at is the page before that, page 12, which is
a letter again from Fiona Douglas, this time dated
14 April 1977. She is writing to somebody called
Dr Jamieson. It's not clear whether that's a family
doctor or who it is, but she says:

"I refer to my letter of 8 March 1977 regarding the
above named. Would be most grateful to have your
observations regarding their suitability to condition as
foster parents for 'Deborah' in view of Mrs
failing health."

We'll see there that there were concerns being
raised there.

LADY SMITH: Yes. Given the address of the doctor in
Castle Street in Dumfries, it sounds as though that's
probably a GP, it's not gone to a hospital address or
a specialist address.

MS MACLEOD: No, it sounds like that.

LADY SMITH: Thank vyou.

MS MACLECD: That completes the excerpt of the records to be
highlighted here, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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MS MACLEOD: I will now pass back to Ms Rattray for the
final read-in of the morning.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much indeed.

Ms Rattray, when you're ready.
'Scott!' (read)

MS RATTRAY: My Lady, this read-in is from an applicant who
has the pseudonym 'Scott'. Her statement is at
WIT.001.002.1912. 'Scott' was boarded out by the City
and Royal Burgh of Perth to a Mrsin Doune
on three occasions.

The first from [JL265 to-1965.
The second from || 1266 to _1966.
The third from [N 1968 co N 126

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS RATTRAY: The current responsible authority is Perth and
Kinross Council.

"My name is 'Scott'. I was born in 1962. My
contact details are known to the Inguiry."

From paragraphs 2 to 10, 'Scott' speaks of her life
before care. Her parents separated. Her mum had
another child and 'Scott' was taken into care when her
mum was due to give birth.

Moving now to paragraph 11 on page 3:

"I can remember seeing a car coming onto the street

in Perth. I had on a stupid red coat buttoned up and
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Moving to paragraph 30 on page 7:

"My sister and I were both taken to the lady in
Doune. I had a new social worker by then,
My first one, Mrs Crewden, was lovely but she left to

care for her own baby. The new social worker,

, arranged it all. At first it was just my
sister and me in Doune. It was exactly the same as
before.

The woman used to put a camp bed down on the floor
for my sister and me to sleep on. There was a big water
tank above us and I used to hear it during the night.

In the mornings I would wake up with crusts covering
both of my nostrils. I don't know if it was
condensation, but it was something to do with the water
tank.

I can remember her making me pee in the potty again
and I didn't want to do it so I wet the bed. She came
through in the morning and discovered I was wet so she
stripped me naked. She smacked me all around the living
room. Her two daughters were at the table at the time.

The whole time I was there I was given the same
food. 1It was the bowl of soup with a potato in it.

Then there was a change of food and we got one boiled
egg each instead of soup. I can remember saying to my

sister, 'look, we've got an egg!’.
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I knew something was going on because we got a bath.
The next day appeared in the car. I was
never told what was happening, I just went. I was Jjust
so happy to get away from there. I think I was six or
seven.

My brother was taken to Quarriers. When he went to
Quarriers, they sorted his drugs out. I went to visit
him there once but he didn't want to speak to me or my
mum. He had probably forgotten us. I think that was
a couple of years later. He just hung onto the carer.

I saw him once or twice in 14 years. I actually forgot
I had a brother for years."”

From paragraphs 45, 'Scott' tells of her experiences
at Hillyland Children's Home, Perth, spending years
flitting between Doune, Hillyland and her mum, her time
at Carolina House, Dundee, and Colonsay House, Perth,
until she was returned to her mum when she was aged 14.

'Scott' describes her life after care. Her mum died
when 'Scott' was 19. 'Scott's' younger siblings came to
live with her instead of going back into care. 'Scott'
also speaks of the impact her experiences had on her,
which appear to relate more closely to care in other
settings. In the circumstances, I'll move to

paragraph 217 on page 45.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.
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MS RATTRAY: Where 'Scott' says:
"I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true."
And 'Scott' signed her statement on 23 October 2018.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much, Ms Rattray.
I think it's time for the morning break. You'wve
done well with the statements that we've read through.

We've heard names, Mrs

Mrs all of which are protected by my general

restriction order and so can't be used outside this
room, and otherwise I think we'll break now and return
at 11.45?

MS RATTRAY: Yes, when we will have an oral witness.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

(11.29 am)

(A short break)

(11.45 am)

LADY SMITH: Ms Rattray.

MS RATTRAY: Yes, my Lady. We now have an applicant who is
using the pseudonym 'Rose'. 'Rose' was originally in
care with Lanark County Council following the death of
her mother in_l972. She was initially with one

of her sisters until-1973, when she moved to foster
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.

A.

Because it was awful long what I was saying, if we were
out anywhere or if I wanted anything, I shouted one of
them, it was a big long name, I think he was
embarrassed. That's what I think now. He was
embarrassed because I wasn't saying "mum", but

I couldn't call anybody else mum.

MS RATTRAY: What about your Auntie |JJJJBfE Was she wanting

you to call her mum as well or was she relaxed about
being called "Auntie | >

I don't think she minded. I don't think she minded
because it was never —-- she never -- I can't remember
her commenting, "Just whatever you want, |2SCHEM. " Right,
so I don't have to. I don't know.

From reading your statement, my impression -- and please
comment on this and correct me if I'm wrong -- that your
Auntie -was guite a kind person and caring about
you. Is that fair or is that not your experience?

She was to an extent, but she was very old-fashioned.
She was very old-fashioned, prim and proper, strict.

And I think if there were different things, she went
along with it. But personal things, it was like —-- she
was so embarrassed. Between your period and your
towels, so embarrassed. And she would give me two or

three, "What you doing with them? What you doing with
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because it wasn't long after that you had a meeting to
see a social worker?

I did, yeah.

In what other ways did the abuse that you were suffering
at the time impact upon your schooling?

I couldn't concentrate on anything. I wasn't
interested. I was just really, really angry inside.

And I didn't know what to do. I didn't know how to make
it better. I didn't know anything about it. I really
couldn't cope with school. It ended up I was even
fighting with friends. Attacking them. Easily wound up
because -- I don't know i1f it says, I was drinking as
well. I was drunk at 13 and I remember going into the
house and nobody says anything, they just thought, "Oh,
is doing something bad". But nobody says anything
about drink. I was stoating off the walls on the way up
to bed.

I think you say that you started skipping school as
well?

Aye, docking school, yeah. Writing my own notes.

Your own notes?

I wrote my own notes. I could write fancy, a lot of
curls.

Those notes, were these notes that you gave to your

teacher for a reason that you weren't at school?
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it?

Just the report card that I got.

You tell us, 'Rose', that you ran away?

Yeah.

Tell us what happened there.

It was -- the boys kept tormenting me, mostly the older
one. Embarrassing me. Saying words, "Do you know what
this means? Do you know what that means?" And things
like that, embarrassing me. They got a school photo

I took and they put it in a frame on the wall and they
made a big joke, they were all sitting there, "Oh guess
what, you're framed", and I said "I don't know what
you're talking about' and they were all laughing at me
because my photo was in the frame. I took the photo and
I ripped it up. I don't like my photo getting taken.
Right? It was hurtful. It was hurtful things and

I didn't understand a lot of the things that they were
saying. I just -- I wasn't comfy with them and I ran
away and I told them that I didn't want to go back and
it was a phone box. I phoned -- I had to phone them at
the time and it was my uncle that says, "Listen, I've
spoken to them", I don't know if he ever done to them,

and he says, "They'll do nothing to you again,

Then it was like they were all friendly then, then

it went from the friendliness to the touchy-feely stuff.
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I didn't even know what a boyfriend was. He was
a pal. I wasn't interested in boyfriends and I wasn't
allowed. I couldn't phone him again. Just saying what
are you doing in school tomorrow, or whatever. It was
nothing, or meeting up after school. Nothing else.
You mentioned that you'd been stealing and you were
punished by not being given pocket money and so forth.
Can you tell us the circumstances in which you came to
be stealing?
I shared the room with my big cousin, she had lots of
nice pretty things. She had make up and all that. So
I opened up her drawer. £20 in it. I thought about it,
I thought about it, and I took it. I bought fags,
sweeties, ginger and shared it with my pals. Three
days. Three days it lasted, fags for everybody else ...

Then I think I went to take another one, because
I enjoyed it, and when I took the other one, I think
that's when I got caught. I can't remember if it was
£10 at the time, but I took the money the second time
and I remember my big cousin going down the stairs and
screaming at her mum, "I've lost money", blah, blah,
they kept going "No, no, no", everybody's going,
"Where's this money", all the rest of this and the five
of them were there and I just said, "I took it". And

they were all, "Why? Perfect wee. Sorry,
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0.

YRose'.

You also tell us at a time you were involved in
shoplifting --

That was later on?

-- in Glasgow when you were 13.

That was later on. And for Christmas presents, I was at
my big sister's, she was in doing Christmas shopping.
She went away to do some stuff and let me with my big
brother and went into shops, into Woolies. "Want to get

Christmas presents,

?" Sorry I keep saying --
'Rose'. "Want to get Christmas presents for everybody?"
Went in another shop, more stuff. Back into Woolies,
then got ... got caught.

You tell us that happened when you were getting
Christmas presents, it was just before Christmas.
Mm~hmm.

What was your aunt and uncle's reaction to that?
Disgusted. I know I was there for Christmas. Nobody
was like talking to me. Nobody was speaking to me.

I was getting the cold shoulder off everybody.

Everybody was just not interested. I know it was
Christmas. And I got a cardigan. That was my Christmas
present. Everything got took off me, whatever it was

I was supposed to get. But I got a cardigan.

I think you say at paragraph 74 of your statement that
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again at 2 o'clock. There will be another witness ready
then?

MS RATTRAY: Yes, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

(1.00 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon.

Ms Innes, we have a witness for this afternoon
ready, I think, yes?

MS INNES: We do, my Lady. 'Sadie' was in the care of
Edinburgh Corporaticn. She was placed with a Mr and
Mrsin Livingston on_ 1973 and remained
there until | GG_G1077.

She had further foster care placements, which I'm
goeing to give the dates for those.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
MS INNES: They're not in order in her statement, but from
looking at the records this is the order in which she

went to each of these placements.

She was with the from_ 1979 until
I :o.

On that date she moved to the CalECEeM -nd was there

until [ 1os:.

On that date she moved to the _she was there
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Yeah. I don't know if I'd mentioned in my statement,
but I don't know if she had been diagnosed as diabetic
at that point.

Was that something that you're aware of that happened at
some point?

I think -- I don't know, but she -- she became diabetic
and that's what she died of eventually.

Okay.

But I wasn't there when she died, but that was later,
years later.

You then tell us on page 2 that you had some time in
residential care and you remember having been at school
before you went into residential care.

Yes.

But then there came a point at paragraph 9 of your
statement that's on the screen there --

Yes.

-- that you went to live in Livingston with a family
called the?

Yeah, but the Redhall one, they didn't let me go to
school, that was the other thing. For six months I had
no schooling and that had an impact on my learning
because it turned out years later I was diagnosed with
being dyslexic and dyspraxic and dyscalculus, so that

made a difference -- it impacted on my education and
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what happened, you know, after I left school.
But yes, I went to live -- you say the
Yes.
Yes, and I think that lasted quite a number of years,
I think about four.
Yes.
But I'd have to get you the dates and so on.
We have --

Right, you've got the dates.

-- the dates, 'Sadie', so we know it was from
- 1973 until [N 772
Yes.

So you're absolutely right in terms of your recollection
that it was about four years that you were with them.
And those -- the they should never have been,
you know, looking after any children. They were
absoclutely brutal.

Okay, we're going to come to that in a bit more detail.
Yeah.

You tell us -- I just want to ask about what the
were like. At paragraph 9 you say that you
think that they were in their 50s?

Something like that. They were definitely old.

Who else was living in the house when you were there?

They had adopted a boy called - I was told that he
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LADY SMITH: You'd have been about six years old?

A. Yes, that's correct. When I arrived, first of all,
I would be about that age.

LADY SMITH: So a group of around seven children, starting
at a six-year-old and upwards.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Really busy.

A. Yeah.
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paragraph 11, vou say that you feel that you got on okay

with the other children in the house?

Well, yes and no.

Okay, can you tell us about that?

Well, there's a -- I saw the brother and sister having

sex with each other. That was disgusting. You know ...
But mostly it was okay --

Okay.

—-- apart from that awful thing.

Did you feel able to speak to anybody about what you'd

seen?

One time, my sister was still there and she was at high

school, because I remember her reciting German on the

bed when she was like doing her homework, and then

I couldn't get to sleep so the father,

he came in and he said, "Are you not getting to sleep?"
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whatever. So I Jjust stayed there.

Okay, you'wve told us about this time that Mr
came in and hit your head off the wall --

Yeah.

-- and your sister ran away --

Yeah.

-- just after that. Do you know roughly how old she was
at the time or what year she was in in school?

She was in first or second year of high school, because
she was learning German.

Okay. How many years younger are you than your sister?
I don't know, because we didn't live together but

a couple of years.

Okay. So she's maybe a couple of years older than you,
you think?

Yeah, I was at primary school and she was at high
school. I think I was in primary 2 or 3 so I was seven
or eight, something like that.

Oh right, okay. You say that after your sister had run
away, was the next thing that you knew that you were
being seen by some social workers?

Yeah, and she was away.

Okay.

They didn't make her come back.

Were these social workers that you had seen before?

124



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I'm not very sure.

Ckay.

Because we -- over my time in care I'd had a number of
social workers. Anyway, these social workers turned up
and took me into this room and asked me these questions
about what had happened and I -- I was just too =-- too
frightened.

Okay. Was this room in ey - PC-FPE house or was it

somewhere else?

Yes, it was 1in the house.

Were either of Mr and Mrsin the room as well?
No, thank God, but I still feared them because -- you
know, every other day -- every other night I was
getting ... just ... hit with slippers or hands or
whatever, you know.

Your sister didn't then come back to live in the house
with you?

No.

But you stayed?

I stayed.

Can you remember how you felt about that at the time?
I was like -- I wished I'd been braver, but I didn't
know whether -- what was going to happen, you know.

I didn't know where they were going to put me and I just

thought, "Right, I'll just say it didn't happen".

125



10

11

12

13

14

L5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

When you're saying you were saying it didn't happen,
were the social workers asking you about --

Yes. They asked me about the specific accusation that

my big sister-had told them. They said, -

your sister, has said that ..." I think it was
FPC had hit my head off the wall. See, we used to

be in bunk beds and she was on the top and I was on the
bottom. And he just went and done it just like that,
and she saw him coming in and she saw --

What he did, she knew what he did?

Mm~-hmm.

So the social workers were asking you about that?

Yes, they were asking me questions about that. And

I just said, "No, no, it didn't happen"”, and I Jjust --

I just denied it. And then they left.

After that time did you have any contact with your
sister that had been living with you?

Yes, off and on.

Okay. You tell us that there was a time that you ran
away, at paragraph 18.

Yes. That was gquite something, you know. I walked with
this other girl, _ sister, I think it was
_ sister, and we walked all the way back to Leith
from Livingston. I think it was along the motorway,

actually. Or some stretchy road that was. It was quite
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was all right. In law, so ...

If we can go on, please, you've talked about some of the
things that happened at the

Yes.

If we can move on, please, to page 5, at the top of the
page at paragraph 19 you've already told us that because
of what happened you had to go to the toilet on the
carpet.

Yeah.

You say that you think the social workers saw this?
Yeah, they came -- I remember specifically that they
came andwas showing them, "Look what
she's been doing", but she didn't say, well, you know,
all about the other stuff, of course, because that would
have landed her in, you know, trouble, the police and --
you know. She would end up on child cruelty charges,

I reckon, for beatings and the like.

You can remember the social workers being there and

Mrs [RES saying that to them?

Yeah. She lifted up the carpet, I remember that.

I forgot to put -- I think --

No, that's okay. You remember her lifting up the
carpet?

Yeah, she was showing the carpet to them. And I felt

deep shame. I just -- but they didn't -- I don't seem
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to remember them asking me why I was doing that.

You've told us about the time that you remember being
taken into the room by the social workers and then this
time as well when the social workers were at the house.
Can you remember other wvisits by the social workers to
the when you were there?

Maybe -- I think maybe, because I had to -- I think

I went -- yes, I would have had to because I think they
took me to my father.

That was the other thing that I couldn't work out,
you know, years later on reflection. My sister
_had been raped by some guy and then my dad did
the same to her, my brothers did the same to her. And
then I think she must have said something or they found
out that that had -- they had suspicions, and so they
took her into care, into foster homes. She ended up in
a particular home in Edinburgh.

Ckay.

And then he did the same to me. You know? That's what
I don't get. They knew -- they had enough suspicion to
take her away, and then he -- he -- I thought at the
time that he'd raped me. But the actual fact is it's
sexual assault.

I think you had some contact with your father when you

were living with the |Rueggs and that was facilitated,
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you think, by the social work department?

Yeah, Ms Innes, yes.

You're saying that you can't understand why that was
allowed to happen?

Yes.

Given the history of your sister having been taken away
from him?

Yeah.

And that's your older sister -
Yes, _ my older sister.

Okay.

There was just -- I just -- you know, it was one thing
if they didn't have any suspicion and hadn't taken her
away. But the -- from what I can remember is that she
was taken into care and then they let him have access to
me. And that's when he did this -- did to me.

Okay.

There was also times I had to go in between her and he
would get in bed and then he'd -- because he couldn't --
I was trying to protect her so that he didn't do it to
her, and then he ... then he tried it on with me and
then he punched me.

I think you had some contact with your father, not only

when you were at thebut maybe a wee bit later

on as well?
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Q.

A.

Yeah.

Okay. If I can go back to the if that's

okay --

Yeah.

-- and just ask you about a couple of other things that
we've not talked about yet.

Yeah.

If we can —--

Can I say about something, sorry?

LADY SMITH: Please do say.

MS INNES: Please do.

A.

One time Mrs, FPE said to me,

"I gather [words to the effect] you have been sharing
a bed with your brother -?" And I said, "Yeah", and
then that was the last time I went to visit my dad.

I didn't go and -- I don't think I went and visited him
after that. Or I wasn't allowed to stay overnight or

something like that.

LADY SMITH: Was your brother -with your dad?

A. Yes.

MS INNES: Yes, I think you -- you must have spoken to
the -- or the foster mother must have become aware of
what the sleeping arrangements were --

A. (Witness nods)

Q. =-- and you remember her asking you about that?
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Yes, it was in the kitchen.

Then after that your reccllection is that it was a while
before you saw your dad again?

Yes, I think so.

Yes, okay. On page 6 of your statement at the top of
the page you say that you can remember seeing a child
being thrown down the stairs at the

Yes, Ms Innes. What had happened was one of the -- one
or two of -- I think the boys, they stole some
Haliborange. It's like in the great scheme of criminal
activity I don't think it's up there with, you know,
great crimes and misdemeanours. But anyway they were so
enraged that all I seen was them coming down the stairs
and being at the bottom of the stairs and I think it was
FPC threw them down.

Okay. You talk about something that happened to another
child called-who you've mentioned?

Yeah. Me and her were in the bedroom. She was sharing
with me at that point, because my sister had left, so --
you know. This was at the side of the house. And she
was having problems with her teeth, I seem to remember,
I think it was a wisdom tooth. Anyway, she was having
problems. And I thinkcame in and he
said something about the noise or, "You're crying", and

just like whacked her one. You know? And then she was
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more screaming, she was like, "Ah", you know. She did
more crying, more screaming because he'd hurt her face.
Okay. You also tell us at paragraph 27 about a cardigan
and putting a hole in a cardigan by accident?

Yeah. It was quite —-- I think it was quite a nice
cardigan. I think it was from like somewhere like the
Isle of Skye or something, because it had patterns and
things and buttons. I don't know how but I'd got a hole
in it and that got me another thrashing. So I was
always worried about like wearing clothes and getting
another beating.

And for some reason she either wouldn't -- I was
brought up Catholic and you have to make your Holy
Communion and she either couldn't afford it or wouldn't
buy me a Holy Communion dress and the nuns, I think it
was the nuns or somebody from the school, went to this
cupboard and then there was this dress, and I was able
to make my first communion and then I got a photo taken.
Did the come with you to your first communion?
I don't think they were Catholic.

So even although they didn't come to see that or
anything or mark it in any way?

No.

No? Okay.

You said that the |Sxeddas thrashed you or beat you.
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Did they both do that? Was it both Mr and Mrs
Yes.

Were they hitting you with their hands or did they have
implements?

Oh, it would be like anything I think they could get
their hand on. Whether it was a slipper or a shoe or
their hand.

Did you see that happen to the other children in the
house as well?

No -- well, apart from --

The things that you'wve told us about?

Yeah. And mostly me.

If we go down to paragraph 29, you describe -- well, you
say:
"Mrs the mother, was an absolute cow but he

was an absolute sadist as well. You couldn't really
win."

Yeah. Because when I tried to go to the toilet you got
a beating or you didn't go and I couldn't help it, you
know, you got a beating. And then they would give you
like Sunday lunch with these like horrible bits of fat
on meat and you had to eat it all, so, you know.

Okay. You've already said that you didn't know why
social workers entrusted --

No, I just think they -- people would, you know, put
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themselves forward but I don't think they really, you
know, scrutinised or did proper vetting.

You know, I think in that time as long as you didn't
have a criminal record or didn't say anything too -- you
know, making them have alarm bells and, "No, we're not
going to give them to them", as long as they passed
interview and if they didn't have any convictions,
then -- but I don't know if it -- hopefully it's changed
now and you have better people.

If we go on to page 7 at paragraph 32 you talk there
about leaving the How did it come about that
you left the can you remember?

That was really bizarre. I don't know whether I came
home from school or I'd been out and then all of

a sudden were no longer
there, but her sister was there. I think I'd met her
briefly the time before, something, been introduced to
her, you know, very briefly. And there she was there
and she looked after us for the rest of the time we were
there.

How long did that go on for?

Weeks. It was weeks or maybe a month or two.
Ckay.
And it wasn't -- like social workers didn't turn up and

say, "Oh, Mrs and Mr have decided to
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after you", it's just that that's what happened,
Ms Innes.

Did you know where the had gone or --

No, it was like that they magically disappeared and this

woman -- she was actually -- I don't -- I couldn't
believe that they were the same -- like from the same
family, her sister and her, because she was much -- she

was a much nicer person.

Was she looking after you and some of the other children
that remained in the house?

Yes.

After she'd been looking after you for a while, did you
then leave?

Yeah, I was taken -- I can't remember, either the social

workers come and told me -- just got took ... be

Ferniehill Children's Home. Secondary Institutions - to be published later
Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Yes. As you know and as you've mentioned we're not
talking about that today.
Yes.

It is all part of your evidence to the Inquiry, though,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Ckay.
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Oh, it was Niddrie.

You think you were there for about a year?

Yeah.

Do you know why it was that you had to leave the
g

I don't know. They just decided to move me on and --
Mrs |l vas -—- she was a nice woman, she was a nice
woman, and her daughters were nice girls, you know, but
it was a bit frightening -- one time we got —-- somebody
broken into the house and toock a loaf of bread. I know,
like of all the things they could steal, but there you
go. That's what they were interested in, the bread.
Where did you go to school when you were living with
Mrs I Can vou remember?

Let's see. I think I would -- I had been at Liberton
High, I only was there for a very -- like a term, and
then I think I'd started at St Thomas Agquinas.

Did you stay at St Thomas' for the rest of your

education?
Yes, the teachers insisted. They said, "s been
moved on too many times". I think that was my sixth

school, you know. And they insisted and they fought for
me, which I really appreciated, you know?
Yes, so I think you'd moved guite a number of times in

school as well?
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Yes.

Until you went to St Thomas', and then you stayed there
for the rest of your education?

Yes.

The next people that you talk about on page 16 are the

Yes.

You tell us that they had five of their own children and
were the five children all at home with them at the time

that you lived with them?

vo. [N :-¢ -—— -went into the RAF and
-had -— was in the Navy. 8o there was -
_- and I think that was it, and me.

I think that is all of them.

And me.

Yes. What were the like to live with?

Good in a lot of ways, because I wasn't being beaten
or -- like my foster dad, he wasn't a creep, you
know, he wasn't a paedophile. He didn't try to, you
know, rape me or that. But one time he did hit me and
call me lazy.

And why was that?

Pardon?

Why was that? Why did that come about?

I don't know, he said that I hadn't done the housework
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or something. But neither did he, so, you know.

Ckay.

My foster mum, she was -- even her own sister said, "You
couldn't breathe, without her say so". A bit too
controlling really. So -- but she had got a good heart,

you know. I still actually keep in contact and have --
you know, go and see her and and the rest of the
family and spend Christmases, that sort of thing, and
birthdays --

With them?

Yeah.

Do you know how it came about that you moved from them?
Well, it broke down because I was fighting with her son
- who was round about the same age as me. But the
problem for me was that I'd been moved about so many
times and I just couldn't cope with being in a family.
I know it was probably the best thing for me. Just that
I'd been used to these homes and -- you know, and all
this -- the traumas that I'd -- what I'd seen and had
inflicted on me and so it was difficult.

Okay. You talk about at paragraph 78 that you remember
your social worker, Hilary, asking you what sort of
place you would like to live in?

Yeah. I said, "I want lots of siblings and a pet and

a mum and dad and a nice house".
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Ckay.

And she got it. I was like absolutely astounded, you
know, because I was like -- I just have this fantasy
list, you know, and then she like got me and we went to
visit them and I could actually see whether I could, you
know, want to live with them.

And who was that?

And that was the _

Okay. You talk about that at paragraph 79.

Yeah.

What were the _like?

They were great. They were fantastic. Unlike others
who would say, "Oh, I'm a kind person", you know, -
was just the nicest man you could have ever met. And he
wouldn't say, "Oh, I'm kind" and then not be kind.

He'd -- he wouldn't say that, he would demconstrate by
the way he treated us, and very loving and committed to
his wife and his children. And it was just like the
best place.

What was Mrs -like?

Oh, she was very kind. We also had the grandmother
living with us. She was -- she used to phone up the
social work, "She's not taking me out" -- she did get
taken out but she had dementia so she'd go, "I'm getting

shopped to the social worker, ', I would say,
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and then there was like problems because we were arguing
with each other and fighting -- a couple of fights and
stuff like that because we were -- me and -were
quite close in age. But we all went to family therapy
and then everything was better after that.

You're not saying that there were no problems, there
were problems, but you were able to get them sorted out?
Yes, and that helped a great deal and made things a lot
better after that.

And just like -- I think like any family, there
might be squabbles and things like that. And even if
I'd lived with my own parents -- I don't think that
would have been a good idea, but all parents not
necessarily have good experiences, even i1f you live with
them the whole time. But with -and Il ic vas just
brilliant, you know.

Okay.

Even like when I left, unlike other kids that I've
known, they were just like pushed out and they had no
support, whereas even though tragically - got killed
by the drunk driver, I still kept in touch with them.
And I was talking to -, my foster sister, last
night, and I said, "You and your family were the best",
and she said, "Oh, thanks, , she said, "I'm

sorry", she said -- I said, "Somebody told me that your
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mum and dad wanted to adopt me and I was astounded", and
then that horrible man just decided to have -- you know,
have like Christmas drinks, extra Christmas, you know,
and then he not only killed [} he made the other
passenger a paraplegic for life and killed someone else
in the car besides [} Not only did the _lose
their mother, -1ost the love of his life. And then

I had to move.

That was the other horrible thing that happened.
Yes, you tell us that because -had died, you were
taken away.

Yeah. [l -- T didn't know this. she said, "[ENIH
dad wanted to keep you, but the social workers wouldn't
let him", and she did it, but also, I agreed, he wasn't
in any fit state because he was grief-stricken and he
had all his kids to look after and then I -- had to go
to this other -- the- back to the [ vhere

I first went when I was little.

Yes, so earlier in your statement you mentioned that you
were with the-when you'd been little, as you say,
and at paragraph 80 you tell us that you went back to
the- house again.

Yeah, that was a horrible place because it was -—

I mean, I don't know why they didn't figure out that

_was going to be cremated and I was
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Yeah.
You've already mentioned the issue about being sent to
I
Yes.
Did anybody try to give you support or counselling or
recognise that you were grieving the loss of
No. Like -- I couldn't believe one of my teachers, when
I said to her what happened, I said, "My foster mum
killed by the drunk driver", she goes, "Don't know why
you're upset", she goes, "It's the _that have
lost their mother", and I thought, "Oh, right, okay,
I'1l just get on with it then".

No, nobody sat down with me.
Not the social worker or anybody?
No. And they did think -- they said, I think it was to
the social workers, "Oh, s taken a long time to
get over it", and I just thought, "Well, you're not
giving me any help".

But also, not just that, Ms Innes, it was -- the
fact is that I'd been moved about so many times.
Yes.
And my own parents were just, you know, not great. My
mother was an alcoholic and my dad was an absolute awful

horrid man.
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There's one other foster placement that I wanted --
Remember.

-- to ask you about and it's on page 19 at paragraph 95.

This is people called the [SEUESIer
Oh yeah.

Can you remember --

There's another two that shouldn't have ever had any --
not even their own children, but being fostered, letting
children be fostered by them.

He was -- I think he's probably still a policeman,
but he worked in the botanic gardens, right, and he's --
it was like I was their slave or something, because
I was made to do all the ironing, right. Okay, getting
on with the ironing. But I didn't do it correctly, so
he -- he got out his truncheon and whacked me across the
legs. I eventually told my social worker and he said,
"Right, you're not there to do their ironing and he
shouldn't have whacked you across the leg with
a truncheon", so I got moved again and then I was told
by my social worker, he said, '[SNJJ] they tried to
apply to be fostering -- foster parents up in Aberdeen”,
and the foster -- the social work department just
thought, "Oh, that's a bit bizarre, they're trying to,
you know, get fostering here when they're living in

Edinburgh", and then they were barred.
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abuse at the time."

You talk about other kids trying and they didn't get
anywhere and you were too scared.
Yeah.
Does that apply to your sister, for example? Your
sister, you say, had reported to the social work
department what had happened at the but --
Yeah.
-- that didn't mean then that you were moved?
No.
The fact that stayed there and your sister was moved --
For about maybe a year or two I was left.
Did that have an impact on you feeling able to speak to
the social worker about --
No.
-- what was going on?
Because just getting more beatings and you think, well,
better the devil I know, just because I didn't know

eventually when they got -- they moved me, it was going

to get worse SEGDﬁdary Institutions - to be pUbllShEd later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Yes.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Have you ever reported to the police the abuse that you
suffered at the for example?

No, I have just thought: what's the point?

If we can move on --

Oh, Ms Innes, can I just interrupt you, sorry?

That's okay.

When I -- years after I left care, I'd been in a hostel
for homeless people and I disclosed all my abuse and
that was the first time I was able to be -- felt that
I'd been heard. And they suggested I go to therapy and
that therapist and me went to see the head of social
work. I don't know if I put that in my thing? But
that's what happened. And we had a meeting with him,
John Gaunt(?). And he said, "I can't say that I'm
sorry, I won't say that", he said, "Because then you
could sue me". And I thought, "You're a prince among
men, you are!"

Okay. I think you tell us in your statement at page 22,
paragraph 106, you talk there about telling your

counsellor about the abuse.
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she's very nice, she said, "|gel4 the other clients
I've got", she said, "they have about 90 pages and
you've got 900", so I said, "Oh, I'm really sorry,
you'll have your work cut out for you with all that
reading". I said:

"Have you not got that new software?"

"Not when it's handwritten, no, it doesn't work on
that."
You said you only got a few pages?
Yeah, when I first got -- at the time when I tried to
sue the first time and I asked for my records, I got
about eight pages.
And were these pages —--
And it wasn't even all of the places that I'd been in,
it was a couple of them.
Right. Were the eight pages that you got redacted?
Were they blanked out, can you remember?
One or two words I think were redacted. I've got them
at home.
And now your solicitor's got 900 pages?
Actually she's waiting for them to come -- I'd left it,
the first time I'd contacted her and she goes, "We'll be
getting them", and I thought she'd already got them and
read them and then I have telephoned her and I left

a message and I said, "When you've got a moment, please
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give me a ring, hope you got through all that reading”,
and she phoned me and she said, "No, we've not even got
them, they've not even redacted them", and I thought,
"Oh God, she's got all that to go".

She's waiting for them from the Local Authority?

Yeah. I thought they hadn't -- like they didn't have
them. That's what -- I'm sure I was told the last time
that I think they said they had lost them or -- you

know, because like how many children did they have to
look after and years and years of children being in
Local Authority care. And I just thought, oh, right.
And then she tells me that there's 9 -- she said, "Most
of my clients that are applying through this scheme: 90
pages. |B%d 300".

I thought dear God, she's got her work cut out for
her, poor woman.
You go on at paragraph 118 to talk about some lessons
that we should learn from your experience. One of the
things that you have mentioned in your evidence is that
you were moved about a lot?

Yeah, even one of my foster sisters, the [CEISHY

were out and she goes, you should have been
adopted". I thought: if only, that would have been

great. Or even put in boarding school I think might

have been, you know, a solution. Where at least I would
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was a good person, who was not going to -- you know,
trying to interfere with you or beat you, then, you
know, you might have great deal of difficulty retaining
any information at school.

Just to pick up on something that you said there, you
mentioned people that are creeps and you've said, you
know, Mr you established he wasn't a creep.
Yeah.

So each house that you went to, you would be

assessing --

Oh, you have to be -- it was like I was being in the SAS
without being in it, you know. You had to be like:
who's going to be a threat? Who's not going to be

a threat? Who's going to be kind? It was just like ...
you know.

You've talked in your evidence already -- at

paragraph 120 you talk about vetting and you mentioned
that already and you say --

Oh, I was going to say -- sorry, Ms Innes.

That's okay.

That when I was at the [[RASul and I'd wet the bed
once, Mr just grabbed my hair and he just like
rubbed my -- and he said, "You're like an animal" or

something like that and he rubbed my face in the wet

sheet. He alsoc used to tell me I was thick as two
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interests, that children is at the heart of what they're
about, and helping them to heal, helping them to grow
and thrive and -- they can't undo, like just what
happened to me. The reason why I'm here is to tell for
all the kids that haven't been able to talk about what
happened.

Mm~-hmm.

No.

You talk in this paragraph about maybe a combination of
kids who have been in care or a panel, so --

Yeah.

-- you think it might be helpful to have people who have
experienced care to be part of this organisation or --
Yeah, but I also think like -- unlike me, I mean some of
it's been rubbish, right, but some of it's been like
really excellent. I still am in touch with my foster

family, the [CENESIRS _and ECVAN  and even

though- died in tragic circumstances, I still have
contact with all the_ I texted-
yesterday and I said that she and her family had been
the best, you know.

And then, you know, before-died, he was then
a judge and I used to phone him up. One time I went up
with my dad's will and he said, "Yes, that's all correct

but you can ask for somebody else's legal opinion", and
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thank you wvery much.

LADY SMITH: Yes, but it's such a worthwhile thing to be
doing, 'Sadie', and that gives us all strength.

A. Thank you very much.

LADY SMITH: Take care --

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: -- and get some rest during the rest of today.
I'm sure you'll be exhausted when you leave here.

A. I'm going for a G&T.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: During 'Sadie's' evidence names were mentioned,

- family, the SEaEES members of the

family, 'Sadie's' own siblings and her own name and the
These are names that are all protected by
general restriction order and they can't be used outside
this environment.
Ms Innes.
MS INNES: My Lady, that completes the evidence for today,
because the read-ins were completed this morning.
Tomorrow we have three oral witnesses and a read-in.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.
I'l1l rise now until 10 o'clock tomorrow morning.
(3.38 pm)

(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on
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