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And you would have been then, 'Christopher', only around
3-and-a-half years old at that time; is that right?
Something like that, yeah.

So, a very young boy.

Yeah.

'Christopher', you then go on to tell us about what you
remember about your time in Colonsay House, and that's
from paragraph 9 of your statement, so I'm now just
going to ask you some questions about that; is that
okay?

Yeah.

So I think you tell us, 'Christopher', that the abuse
started almost instantly when you arrived at Colonsay?
Yeah.

And you go on to tell us a bit more about that in your

statement, but you mention that it was a guy
called That's the name that you remember, is

that right?

Yeah, that's correct.

And I think you tell us you thought his surname was
, but it might have been |83 but it
certainly began with the letter | that's something that
sticks in your mind?

Yes, it does, correct.

So is it the case that you're just a bit unsure about
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what his actual surname was, but you know it started
with a [P

I'm absolutely sure that it was .

You describe him a little bit, 'Christopher'. You say
that he had a beard and was balding. That's something
you remember; is that right?

Yeah, I'll never forget. 1I'll never forget the way he

looked.
Yes. But certainly, he was the man
He was.

So at that time you were there, arriving

in -1985, you knew him as and he was the
man who[gNgjthe place?

Yes.

Okay. Just going on then in your statement,
'"Christopher', vou tell us that there was quite a lot of
staff at Colonsay House, but it's really just that
you remember the name of. Is that right?
That's correct, yeah.

And you say that you don't think any of them were really
trained to look after kids, they didn't seem to know
what they were doing?

No, they, they didn't. They -- in fact, in my social
work files, there is a mention that they -- some of,
some of them had to be trained to look after us, me and

8
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And you did tell us already that the abuse at Colonsay
started immediately after you arrived. And you first of
all tell us about wetting the bed and you say that as
a punishment for that, |43 so this is the man who's
of Colonsay House, would give you freezing
cold baths?
Correct. They were horrible.
And you explain that -- you say:

'It was coming up to winter time and the windows
always remained open, so it was extra cold.'

Was that in the bathing area or just generally in
the home that the windows would be open?
In the bathroom.
Okay.
I even remember the way the bathroom looked. There was
a bath and a window. There was no toilet or sink. It
was just a bath and a window and it was freezing.
And you've seen in your records obviously, you went in
in the _?
Yeah.
So, at _ So I think you explain it
was coming up _and with the windows being

open and the bath being freezing cold, both of those
things together made it a very unpleasant experience.
Is that fair?
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It was. It's followed me for the past 40 years. And
I'm 43 now, so, you know, it's a lifelong thing.

I don't like being cold. I don't like -- I mean,
there's always got to be some form of heat wherever

I am, wherever I am, and even when I'm drinking water,
it has to be tepid. I don't eat ice cream, I never
have. I'm sure it tastes lovely, and I'd like to try
it, but I just don't.

I think you say you even brush your teeth in hot water
as well?

Yeah.

So it's something that really affects your daily life?
Yeah.

'Christopher', you then go on to talk about an occasion
at Colonsay House where there was some sexual abuse.
And you give us some details of that at paragraph 23.
And I think you say this was in your bedroom at night
and you remember a man sitting on the end of your bed;
is that right?

Yeah.

And you tell us that you don't know if it was
because you didn't see his face and it was dark.

The lights were always off when I had to do these
things.

But I think you point out that you do recall that he had
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a pot belly and was balding?

Yeah.

Now, you mentioned before in your description of
that he was balding and had a beard, but was a pot belly
something that [ges had as well?

I'm not entirely -- you know, it's difficult, it was
such a long time ago, but he probably did. I'll have to
ask. But this particular person did have a pot belly.
So has come into your mind when you've thought
about this memory, and you say that you can't say for
sure that it was ,. but then you go on to tell us
that that male then made you perform oral sex on him; is
that right?

It was horrible. Horrible.

I think we'll go on to see when you left Colonsay House,
I think we find out that you were still 4 when you left,
maybe nearly 57?

Yeah.

So you were still a very young boy when this happened;
is that right?

Yeah.

And is that the only occasion, 'Christopher', that you
recall something like that happening with an adult male
in Colonsay House?

Um, vyeah.
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You go on though, 'Christopher', to tell us that you
were made to do something sexual with your brother when
you were in Colonsay House.

Yeah, sorry, I thought you meant the staff with your
last question.

No, I did. I did, 'Christopher'.

Oh, right, sorry.

So, no, you're correct. And it's my fault; if I'm ever
asking anything that doesn't make sense, it will be my
fault, so don't worry. But yes, I think when you tell
us about the male adult at night, that's the only
occasion you remember that happening at night with

a male adult; is that right?

Yeah.

And then, you tell us then in paragraph 24 about

an occasion where you were made to perform oral sex on
your brother?

Yeah.

And that that involved some of the kids and the staff
member, (@&

Yeah. I remember it well. They were all looking and
laughing and -- it was --

Do you remember whereabout in the house this happened,
'Christopher'?

It would have been the bedroom.
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Okay. And you say some of the kids, we've talked about
the fact that Colonsay House was really a place for
older children, certainly above the age of 10.

Yeah.

The kids that you remember being there, were they older
children?

Um, I remember one person in particular. I'll not say
her name, but I do remember her name, and my mum also
told me that she remembers it as well. That young lass
was quite badly abused and we saw it, we heard it, it
was not nice. The screams at night, and me thinking,
'I'm glad it's not me tonight', but feeling sorry that
it was for them, it was their turn.

And when this happened with your brother,

'Christopher' =-- and I know it might be very difficult
to talk about, so if you don't want to talk about it
anymore, we can move on. But are you saying that that
girl that you're telling us about was there when that
happened with your brother?

I don't remember if she was there, but there were
certainly other kids that were looking, pointing,
laughing and giggling. [&&= was there encouraging it.
And again, we know your age, so you were still very
young at that time?

Yeah.
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And again, was that just the one occasion that you
remember that happening?

One occasion I remember. The abuse was relentless, so.
It happened that much that I just can't tell you about
any other times that it did happen.

Okay.

You tell us, 'Christopher', that you had your own

room at Colonsay.

Yeah.

And you think, looking back, that wasn't great and it
would have been better if there had been other people in
the room with you.

Yeah, um, me and my sibling, you know, we used to share
a room at home and it was nice if I woke up or whatever,
there would be that reassurance that there was someone
else there.

Being in a strange place and wakening up in the
middle of the night, if it wasn't a member of staff
wakening me up for his own gratification, wakening up on
my own, it was lonely, frightening. I wouldn't have
known where I was. All I would have known is, I want to
go home, I don't like it here.

You say, 'Christopher', that ¢SS the -- you call him

at paragraph 26, but the man who was
=R
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slightly earlier in your evidence. You say that you
once sawon top of a young girl in the hallway?
Yeah. Lifting up her top. Exposing her breasts.

Okay. And I think you also tell us that, thinking back
now, you say you didn't know then, but thinking back now
they were probably having sex?

Yeah. I was young, I didn't know, but that's what it
was probably they were doing. I remember her not liking
it. And wanting him to leave her alone. And to think
back, it was, you know, knowing what I know now about,
you know, the rights and wrongs and this, that and the
next thing, age of consents and all these things, it
wasn't appropriate and it was horrible even just to
think back to that, how frightened she must have been.
You tell us that she was one of the teenagers who were
in Colonsay and I think you give us a possible name that
you think --

That was the name that I didn't mention there, yeah.

She had learning difficulties and I do remember her
suffering a lot of abuse, sexual abuse, and that's what
I mean when I say I heard it most nights. There would
be always somebody going into her room, doing something
or other.

And when you say somebody going into her room, do you
mean a member of staff or other teenagers?
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It would have been a male member of staff. I wouldn't
have known if it was a teenager. But, you know, it
could have been, but I'm assuming that it was a male
member of staff since they were the main perpetrators of
the abuse. The ringleaders, if you like.

And I think you tell us, 'Christopher', that when you
Saw on top of that girl, she was screaming, and
you say 1t was shocking and horrible and it was a scream
that you heard most nights.

Yeah.

And you say you heard screaming all the time at night
and that you are of the view that that was definitely
people getting abused?

It wasn't a blood-curdling scream. It was just like
slightly raised in volume. A little less than a scream,
a bit more than a cry.

And you made the point earlier, 'Christopher', and you
say it here in this paragraph, you say when you heard
that, you were glad that it wasn't you, but you felt
sorry that it was someone else.

Yeah, that's correct.

You go on to tell us, 'Christopher', then at

paragraph 29 about the incident where you say that you
followed your mum out into the snow?

Yeah.
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And so we've got the detail, a little bit more of that
at paragraph 29, and you say that your mum wrapped you
up in her jacket to keep you warm, that you were both
crying, and she bought you some sweets and took you back
to the home?

Yeah.

But then you tell us thatthen took those sweets
away from you as a punishment?

Yeah, for running out of the home. Then I was given

a freezing cold bath as a punishment, windows open
again. It was relentless, it happened all the time.

So these baths as a punishment were something that were
regular?

Yes.

And would it be after you had done something that they
considered was wrong, as a sort of punishment, or could
it just happen anytime?

It was mostly after I wet the bed or done something
wrong that they didn't like. You know, it was -- it
felt like it was all the time.

I remember my sister coming into the bathroom one
time, turning the hot water tap on, which was amazing,
and she was telling me, 'Don't tell |[g®s 'cause we'll
both get into trouble'.

I've never spoken about this abuse with my brother
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talk about her experiences in care either; she doesn't
want to talk about it?
No, she won't talk about that at all.
But certainly that's something that you remember, her
having that injury as a result of being beaten up by
other children?
Yeah.
'Christopher', you tell us that you and your siblings
did leave Colonsay for a weekend in foster care, but
there was an incident and you returned to Colonsay, and
then you left for good in 1987.

And I think we know from a printout record,
an electronic record, which is very brief, that we have,
which is the only thing we've been able to recover, that
your address was changed to Duncan Place Children's Home
on |G -
Yeah.
So we know that that seems to be when you went to Duncan
Place. So, again, still very young when you moved from
Colonsay over to Duncan Place.
I remember being in Duncan Place. I don't remember
much. I remember some things. Some.
I think you tell us, 'Christopher', about Duncan Place

from paragraph 37 of your statement and I think, you

know, in summary, Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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And then I think you tell us that you were then
moved on to other children's homes and, 'Christopher',
you go on to tell us about Seamab House, from
paragraph --

Yeah.

-- 41 of your statement?

1989.

And you tell us that it was 1989, so you would have been
6 or 7, that you went there and you were there for over
a year.

Now, 'Christopher', I think you know, because I let
you know about this, that that evidence about Seamab was
read in during the Inguiry on 17 July 2025.

Yeah.

That was Day 549 of the Inquiry. I'm Jjust going to read
out the transcript reference so that it can be
cross-referenced. It's TRN-13-000000027.

So I think you know, 'Christopher', today we're
focusing on your time at Colonsay House.

Yeah.

But that doesn't mean that we're ignoring the other
places you were in care at. But I'm not going to go
through your time at Seamab House in any detail, it has

Fl
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Yeah.

And you tell us about the foster care placements from
paragraph 66. I think in summary, 'Christopher', you
tell us there wasn't any abuse with either family and
you were about 12 or 13, I think you say, when you
stayed with those families?

Yeah, they were in Arbroath. They were nice, I remember
them, they were very nice. And I stayed with another
family outside Arbroath. I think, I think the name
-, something like that. And again, I wasn't there
for very long. I was always getting moved about.

Yes, I think you tell us, 'Christopher', that Argyll
Street then in Brechin, that you say you've seen from

your records that you went there in 1994 when you were

12 or 132
Yeah.
And you were there for about a year. And again, in your

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

statement that's redacted,

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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And after that time, you went to Balnacraig and I think
that was in 1996 and you were there for about two years
and ——

Yeah.

-- stayed until you were 16 in 19987

I did, yeah. So I was -- 1998 -- 16, yeah.

And you tell us about Balnacraig, 'Christopher', from
paragraph 78, but essentially you say that nothing
abusive happened to you while you were staying there,
although you do talk about there who was
guite strict and would be verbally abusive?

Yeah.
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And an occasion where he hit somebody but then was
immediately, it seems, remorseful and cried about it.
But essentially there's nothing too bad that you're
telling us about at Balnacraig; 1is that right?

Could you repeat the last few words, please?

Sorry, it's the way that I put that. It's my fault,
'Christopher'.

I think from what you're saying, is nothing abusive
happened to you, as you see it really, apart from what
I've mentioned, at Balnacraig?

No, everything was fine there. I mean, there were a few
wee incidents but that was just, you know, you're living
in a place with other kids, there will be arguments,
there will be disagreements, and differences.

All in all, it was very good. And they took me away
to Italy on holiday and I fell in love instantly with
Italy, and I've never forgotten that.

I think you tell us, 'Christopher', at paragraph 83 that
that's a wonderful memory for you, that trip, and it was
something like you'd never experienced before and it was
amazing.

I went -- there's three runs on skiing; red, blue and
black. We were on the blue run, beginners. I was on
the red run. Mr , shouted at
me, 'Get back to the chalet cafe'. This was in the
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middle of the mountain. 'We could all have a bite to
eat.' But I disappeared and went up the mountain to the
black run. And this is for experienced people you would
see on Ski Sunday. It was really the top of the world
and you could see into the distance, however many miles,
mountain tops covered in snow and blue skies everywhere.
And I remember being 13 or 14, just burst out crying.
And this lady came across to me and asked me if I was
all right, I'm pretty sure, it was Italian. I didn't
understand. Then she realised that I was an English
speaker. And I says, 'I've just never seen anything so
beautiful'.

And then I skied down to the bottom.
shouted at me again and I skied right back
to the ski centre where you hired your stuff and I ran
away back to the hotel and decided to run away.

And I went into the town centre of Aosta Valley in
Pila. I saw this old homeless man, really gquite --
I don't know but I think his clothes were so ragged they
were just held on by the smell. It was, I think, the
first experience of homelessness I ever had, and I just
stood and watched him from a distance, drinking his
little alcoheolic drink or whatever it was, and he got up
and something -- the most amazing thing happened. He
belted out at the top of his voice 'La Donna & Mobile',
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I was in awe, really.

Then Mr came around the corner and got me
into trouble, took me by the arm, took me back to the
hotel.

But all in all, it was a beautiful time. A really
nice holiday.

I had a good time in Balnacraig. I had a good time.
I didn't learn very much, but I had a problem with
learning. My education wasn't that good. I'm getting
tested for autism just now, so probably not spotted back

then that I had these difficulties. But I liked --

I always liked learning what I wanted to learn.EEEEUSCINEUE
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Disappearing in the

north of Italy, running through the village, meeting
people, going into shops, just wandering about, smelling
the market, the fish and all that. It was just
beautiful. Hearing all the different dialects, smelling
all the different smells, the food, pastries, things
like that. It was really nice. Good sensory
experience.

It's obviously something that's stayed with you since

then, 'Christopher' --
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Yeah.

-- so it's guite an important memory for you.

Yeah. I like the finer things. I like special moments.
I cherish them.

Now, I don't want to go into it in too much detail,
'Christopher', because we do have it in your statement,
but you do mention the fact that after you'd left
Balnacralig, there was a staff member there who phoned
you up and invited you round to visit?

Yeah, yeah.

And when you went there, I think you say that he was
drinking, cans of lager, and he asked you if you wanted
a drink, but you said no, and he actually put on a DVD
which was gay porn; is that right?

It was, yeah. It was a bit unusual, a bit -- it was
very awkward. I just didn't want to be there at all.

He phoned me up and I didn't live too far away from him,

four or five streets, probably five streets, and he

lived at the top of_next to the _

And in thinking back to it now, I think if he was
like that with me, he would have been a lot worse in the
home, in Balnacraig. So I would imagine that he would
have been another person that perpetrated abuse towards
young people. I can't say for certain, he's dead now,
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And that's something that you've come to learn that you
are good at, particularly good at, and that you enjoy;
is that right?
Yeah. Yeah.
But I think the point you're making is that that wasn't
something that was explored or identified when you were
younger?
No, there was nothing nurtured, there was no nurturing
at all. Nothing at all.
'Christopher', you tell us a bit about the impact, and
this is from paragraph 90 in your statement. We've
spoke already about the cold water and how you don't
like cold water after the freezing cold baths that
gave you at Colonsay House.

You tell us that you don't like it when people raise
their voice in your face?
No, I don't.
I think you're quite --
I don't like loud noises at all. That's for everything.
But loud voices, it triggers me instantly and I lash
out.
And you're quite frank, 'Christopher', in your statement
in telling us that in your adult life, you've had issues
with violence towards partners, and I think you say it's
something that you're sorry for.
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and openly as you have done. It's really helped me get
a clear picture of what your time at Colonsay was and
the other places that we've touched on.

Keep up the good work with your writing, and you are
allowed to be proud of that poetry pri:ze.

Thank you.

LADY SMITH: Many people won't have a poetry prize, so work

A.

on that and build from it.
Thank you wvery much.
Thank you, have a nice day.

(The witness disconnected)

LADY SMITH: Before I rise for the morning break, we have

used some names this morning of people whose identities
are protected by my General Restriction Order, which
means they can't be identified as referred to in our
evidence outside this room.

And there's the man called , whose second name

may have been may have been people
called -; a Mr , and a man called [u&d

. And I'm just going to check if I have missed
anybody? No. No.
Well, we'll stop now for the morning break. Thank

you very much.

(11.24 am)

(A short break)
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I don't think I had used a toothbrush at that point.
She [I think this is, again, the woman in charge] never
gave me a bath before I went to school. She just got me
up and I got myself dressed. She gave us bus money.'

And she says she went to a local school, two bus
rides from Hillyland. She said she and her sister would
get on the bus and go to school, but one time her social
worker 'gave us a lift to school', she says:

'We asked her what we should do with our bus money
and she told us to spend it on sweets, so we did. That
night we told the woman [this is, again, the woman in
charge] that [the social worker] had given us
a lift that morning, and the first thing she asked was
where our bus money had gone. She then phoned [the
social worker] and went ballistic. She was shouting at
her, but we weren't punished for it.'

Then at paragraph 53, moving on:

'After tea [this is part of the section on routine]l,
the telly was on. It was on all the time. You could
have a bath if you wanted. We were left to our own
devices and would just float about speaking to each
other. We didn't have any games or toys. We would just
be in the room with the telly on. We weren't told to do
anything specific. I can't remember any of the other
kids. There wasn't any fighting or anything. We knew
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even tell me that there would be a fire alarm. It was
the first time I had heard one in my life and I didn't
know what was happening. She was just horrible. The
woman was evil. I didn't ever see her with the tots on
her knee. She didn't seem maternal at all. She should
never have been in the job.

'TI think I was there a couple of times for a few
weeks.'

That I think bears out perhaps with the records.

LADY SMITH: Yes, that would fit, wouldn't it.

MR PEOPLES: 'I didn't have any personal possessions and

I can't even remember having my own clothes. Up until
that point, I had never had a Christmas anywhere.

"[The social worker] Li%S sometimes came in to
talk to the woman [in charge, I think]. She didn't talk
to us. I think the social workers must have been
looking for a place that would take us all. I think
some effort must have been made to keep us together.'

So I suppose she is making the point that at least
her sisters, or some of them, were kept together with
her.

She then says at paragraph 61 that she left when she
was about 8, which was 1970. And she then says that she
was taken to other places.

Now, at this point, it becomes a little confusing
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just exactly what happened, but she seems to have gone
back to the place in Doune, according to her
recollection. She also, at some early point, ended up
in a home in Dundee, Carolina House, during this stage
in her childhood. That starts at paragraph 65, she
tells us about that, and she's got a long section on
that through from paragraph 65 to 152.

I don't intend to go through that, but other than
can I just say this: what she does say is that she was
there with all of her sisters, one of whom was a baby.
So she had two sisters she was with before; she's now

got her baby sister with them as well.
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Then, moving on to paragraph 153, if I may, she then
tells us about Colonsay House in Perth, starting at
paragraph 153.

She says at 153 that:

'Colonsay was BN 2 couple calledand
. They were really nice. It was mostly teenagers
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MR PEOPLES: And she

there. There were people like myself but it was

an emergency holding spot for young people who were
going to borstal or due up in court the next day, if
they weren't trusted to be on bail.'

I think we know from records that 'Scott' went to

Colonsay House from_ 1976 until

LADY SMITH: Okay.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Secondary Institutions - t

describing it as 'like a holiday camp'

She said she had her own bedroom and her own bathroom,
she was given her own pocket money and she didn't have
to eat meals if she didn't want to. She got to go out
at weekends, she got to wear her own clothes, her
washing was done for her, and she said when she first
went in, paragraph 154:

'All of my laundry had been put on the bed.

I couldn't believe it.'

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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Then she said at 155:

'There was a smoke room for us too. You were
allowed to smoke even if you were 13 or 14. SNR
SNR had a black Labrador. He would ask
me to go to the chippy for him to get him his fags and
he would tell me to get ten for myself.'

So it all seems in that sense very good.

Going on to schooling, she says at 157 she started
at Perth Grammar but she never went. She says:

'TI hated it so I wouldn't go. The staff were taking
me in the van, dropping me off and I was walking
straight through the school and out the back. I had
been restricted all my life and there was more fun to be
had out of school. It wasn't that I couldn't learn or
wasn't clever, it was that I wasn't interested.

i MCF [the social worker] tried to interfere
again. She came to wvisit about something, probably
missing school, and ended up telling me that I wasn't
allowed to go out at the weekend. I was going around
with my face tripping me that day. SNR
asked me what was wrong so I told him. He told
me to get dressed and go out. He told me that he
the home, not . I remember thinking that was
great.'

She then said that she used to go out to a street in
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'Whenever I went out, he started following me in his
car. He was following me everywhere. I would see his
car all the time. He would be there when I came out of
school. My mum asked me why Peter Murray was always
sitting in his car outside the house. She phoned
Colonsay House to ask why he was outside her house.'

And she Sayscalled 'Scott' into his house.
He told 'Scott' that he had 'Scott's' mum on the phone
about Peter Murray:

"By this time I was scared of Peter so I told him
what he was doing. He told me that he would keep me
informed. He tried to catch Peter out by monitoring the
intercom, but Peter was too smart for it. LA told me
that there was to be a meeting with the police and
MCF but I wasn't allowed to go.'

Can I just say at this point that there is
a contemporaneous record --

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: -- of this matter being raised by 'Scott' and
that certain entries will confirm that something was
said, and various people were interviewed in 1977,
but --

LADY SMITH: What type of record is that, Mr Peoples?

MR PEOPLES: 1It's a social work record.

LADY SMITH: Social work.

69



10

L3

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

MR PEOPLES: The record would strongly suggest that the
police weren't involved on that occasion --

LADY SMITH: I see.

MR PEOPLES: -- despite 'Scott's' own memory. It's a long
time ago and the contemporaneous record doesn't really
bear that out. There certainly was a discussion
involving a number of people in the social work
department about the situation.

And just to say this at this point, the upshot was
that 'Scott' gave a statement, some other people gave
a statement. Peter Murray was interviewed, denied any
impropriety and, following this discussion, internal
discussion, Peter Murray was issued with a verbal
warning for entering a girl's bedroom unescorted,
contrary to standing instructions.

So that was the sum total of -- and it all happened
in a period of days, this, from start to finish.

LADY SMITH: Right. And I suppose it's possible that the
impression given by [iMMl to 'Scott' was that the police
would somehow be involved.

MR PEOPLES: It could be. It's very difficult. But it's
certainly not -- I mean, she may well remember police
coming to the home because it's something that probably
did happen, and I think her records may suggest it
happened to her as well on an earlier occasion, so.
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It's certainly not, though, I think, probably in line
with the contemporaneous records.

But anyway, going back to her statement, if I can
then, with that sort of in mind, she says that obviously

she still thinks the police were involwved. She says at

171
'The police and [her social worker]
believed Peter Murray and I was called a liar. I was

14 years old. had tried to stand up for me but it
didn't matter. told me that he was sorry but
I couldn't stay there anymore. He said Peter was
getting kept on. They chose to keep him and not me.
told me he believed me, but there was nothing he
could do. It was out of his hands, so I had to leave.
I wasn't given any preparation for leaving. I had been
institutionalised all of my life. I left with the
clothes I was wearing. [the social worker]
wanted me to go to stay with my mum. My mum was still
living on the estate in [a person's house that she
names] ."'

'Scott' told LSS she says, about the condition of
the house, but she didn't listen:

'She would have been aware of it from the time we
had gone to visit my mum and got fleas. I was put out
of there when I was l4-and-a-half.'
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the records would say she was a bit older, 15.

LADY SMITH: She must have been a bit older, yes.

MR PEOPLES: She describes Colonsay House as a beautiful
place with a back garden where there were swings for the
younger children and the front was all gardens with
grass. At paragraph 21, she said:

'The people who it were nice. was

an English woman and she [Ji[it with her husband .

's dead now.'

She said they had two children and lived in a flat
_ the home. I think the way it's described
is the flat was probably almost part of the main house
but --

LADY SMITH: They may have had a separate entrance or
something that made it look as though it was --

MR PEOPLES: Yes, I think there was another flat as well
that was used by staff on night duties as well, but
that's her recollection.

She said of :

'was good. He was a fair man. You didnae mess
with him, put it that way. I didn't know at the time
but seemingly they had sensors upstairs and they could
hear what was going on in the bedrooms. I only found
that out after I left. never came upstairs. If he
wanted us, he would tell one of the other staff. He was
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somebody, from our first witness, who was very wee,
pre-school age, and then right up to the teenagers.
MR PEOPLES: Yes.

Then she goes back to saying, 'Alison', that there
were two sets of flats:

'"That's whereand slept. Staff who slept
overnight had the other flat. The door to the other
flat came out into the corridor where we were, so it was
easy access if anything happened.'

The corridor, she recalled, had red lights:

'My room wasn't far from the flat. The light from
the street lighting outside came into my room.'

She says at paragraph 27:

'Most of the staff were women. When Peter Murray
arrived, he was the only man apart from . He arrived
four or five months after me.'

Now, just pausing there, the records indicate that
Peter Murray arrived on 20 January 1976, which would be
before 'Alison'. So I think either she is right or the
records are wrong, but it's perhaps rather immaterial
because, ultimately, Peter Murray was convicted of
indecently assaulting 'Alison' in 2025.

LADY SMITH: Convicted in 2025, not assaulting her in 2025.
MR PEOPLES: Convicted in 2025 of indecently assaulting her
when she was in Colonsay House as a child.
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They were both carers. 1 remember Peter had a car.
They were still working at the home when I left.'

I think that's correct from the records.

So then moving on to paragraph 30, she talks about
Peter Murray and said:

'[He] always had this wee boy in his arms. I don't
remember his name, but he had a sister who was in the
home as well. The first day he came into the home he
had the wee boy in one arm and his sister in the other.
He was always cuddling into the kids and it was always
the youngest ones, the babies. He always had them
around him. None of the other staff seemed to have time
to do that. It just didn't make sense. Why did he have
to give them their bath? Why not the other carers? He
was always downstairs with the younger kids and I did
notice that at the time and I didn't like it. I was
never going to say, "Why is he there? What is he
doing?" because I didn't know. I wish I had spoken up.'

She says:

'Some of the staff were really friendly. Others
just came in, did their work and went away again.

During the day, there were usually four staff on and
and [ would help out.
Sometimes there would be six staff on during the day but
at nighttime there was always just two.'
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There were two women who did cleaning and cooking.

She thought there was about 40 kids in the home,
boys and girls. That may be an overestimate, but
obviously -- she says she was the oldest at the time and
the youngest were babies, so that, as we have previously
seen, was guite a large age range:

'Most of the kids in there came from problem
families. There were two brothers I remember, they were
wee horrors. One of them is dead now through drugs.'

That's a kind of recurring theme, that a lot of the
people that they remember are no longer with them, for
all sorts of reasons.

She has a section on routine, which I'm not going to
read in all of, but I'll just pick out what she says at
35. She says:

'I didn't like being there [at Colonsay] because my
family were not that far away, probably about a mile and
a half.'

Though she adds:

'It suited me though and probably took me about
a month to really settle in. I had my own bedroom and
I got on okay withand . There were maybe one
or two kids I wasn't so keen on, but I wasn't there all
the time. I was there to sleep and go to school, and
when I came home, I used to go to my mum's house for
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Colonsay House.

LADY SMITH:

MR PEOPLES:

LADY SMITH:

Yes.
Rather than going to another school.

Yes.

MR PEOPLES: She says at paragraph 50:

'T never told anybody at school I was in a home.'

She says had two daughters and
they were at the same school. She says:

'I didn't spend too much time with them but they
didn't ignore us.'

Then she said:

'I had a lot of problems at that school but I just
kept myself to myself. I didn't get very good grades.
We got a report card that we had to show to and
. B vas quite soft. I remember him saying the
only grades he was interested in were the days I had

attended.’

LADY SMITH: I suppose with her background of not going to

school, that would be an achievement --

MR PEOPLES: That would be a success.

LADY SMITH: =-- but it's not an education.

MR PEOPLES: No.

She says:
'He really praised you as well and would hand you
a couple of pounds to go and get something you wanted.

90



10

L3

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

He was good and so was .'

She then goes on to deal with various matters;
healthcare, religious instruction, trips and holidays.
Says they weren't taken on any trips.

She says as regards work, she had a part-time job in
a local chippy and they would let her keep that on when
she went into Colonsay House, and so she had money
coming in and she got home at Christmas.

She didn't have a problem with bed-wetting, and
those that did, she said they had special mattresses on
their beds, staff would change the beds and kids would
be put into a shower. She said she never saw anyone
being punished for wetting the bed.

As for visitors, she said -- and this is maybe
a familiar theme -- that the social worker was involved
and would come and check to see if everything was okay:

'It wasn't even an hour's wvisit. They would go into
the office and they would ask how you were feeling. We
would actually sit in the dining hall with them, but the
staff from the home would be there at the time. I was
never alone with a social worker. I was put into care
but I never had a social worker.

'If I had been alone with a social worker, I don't
think I would have said anything. I was too embarrassed
and ashamed. Nothing like that had ever happened to me
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_ 1981 at Colonsay Children's Home, you,

Peter Murray, did indecently assault [and the boy is
named] , who was born in 1966, then aged 14 years, and
did touch him on the body, place his hand on your penis
and compel him to masturbate you, enter the bathroom
uninvited and watch him while he was bathing naked,
utter a sexual remark and touch his penis and testicles,
seize him on the body and attempt to force him onto his
knees in an attempt to penetrate his anus, enter his
bedroom whilst he was asleep, pull down his lower
clothing and touch his penis and testicles, masturbate
in his presence, and did penetrate his anus with your
penis or similar object.'

So these were -- and he got a sentence of 10 years.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: So if I go back now to 'Alison's' statement,

which was, as I say, given in 2023 before the trial.

LADY SMITH: ©Of course. Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: She said at paragraph 69:

'One day we were sitting down for breakfast or
dinner in the dining room, when in cameand MYJ
with this man and this woman. He introduced himself as
Peter. He said, "I'm your Uncle Peter". I just sat
there with the older kids. Peter looked around and
I don't know why but I just got a horrible feeling about
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MR PEOPLES: So that's perhaps a convenient point to break.

LADY SMITH: We could stop for the lunch break now and I can
sit again at 2 o'clock.

Before I rise, I think we've just got two names
we've been using here. BAgain, and Bl That's
Is there somebody else?

MR PEOPLES: No, well, the social worker is mentioned but
I don't think she's --

LADY SMITH: Yes, I wondered about that.

MR PEOPLES: But I don't think she -- well, I don't think
there is any --

LADY SMITH: That's [U&S yes.

MR PEOPLES: I'm not sure she is the subject of any, what
I would term allegations, but it's a matter for your
Ladyship.

LADY SMITH: For the time being, before anybody identifies
her as referred to in our evidence, please would they
check with us.

Right, time for the lunch break.

(12.58 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.00 pm)

LADY SMITH: Mr Peoples.

MR PEOPLES: My Lady, good afternoon.
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MR PEOPLES: Mid 1970s, 1975 or 1976. I think it's more
likely to be 1976 because he tells us about a worker
called Peter who didn't start until January 1976.

LADY SMITH: Right.

MR PEOPLES: So I think -- and 'Daniel' would have been
getting on towards 9 by then. So I think that's more
likely to be the timings.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: But at any rate, he went there with his
brother, younger brother. And his younger sisters, two
younger sisters, went to, he says, another home in Nimmo
Avenue. And then another, I think clder, sister, went
to live with an auntie. That's at paragraph 11.

He tells us that Colonsay was Uncleand
his wife Auntie . He says:

'Unclehad been in the army and they had two
children and there was a worker called Peter.'

S —

And then he says that he was there a lot of the
time, but wasn't on nights as far as 'Daniel' could
recall. He was very complimentary about one of the
female staff called Issy and doesn't believe she was
aware of things that were going on. She was a member of
the night staff.

Then he says:
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Place is in -- has been known, according to the council,
as Tulloch Children's Home and it's in the Tulloch area
of Perth. BAnd Colonsay House is in the North Muirton
area of Perth. So that information has been provided by
the council.

If I go back to what 'Daniel' tells us, he says
that, at paragraph 15:

'The older boys sent me to the shops in Colonsay
[when he was in Colonsay, I think] to steal sweets and
fireworks. I had never stolen anything before.'

So this is a sort of 'university of crime'
situation. And he does say he was also introduced to
substances as well, later on, I think.

He talks about the routine from paragraph 16
onwards, but I'll just pick out at paragraph 17, he
again mentions the fact there were speakers in the rooms
so the staff could speak to you, and Uncle EABM used to
say 'Wakey, wakey, rise and shine' in the mornings to
get them up, and that he was sharing a room with his
younger brother.

LADY SMITH: That's what I think it was 'Scott' referred to
as sensors. Must be the same thing.

MR PEOPLES: Yes, they talk about sensors, speakers, baby
alarms, of the sort that you might have to be able to
hear from another room, probably something that was
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he got a lot of hassle for it. The staff made a fool of
him and he got hit on the back of the head by Peter and
Uncle QUMN, using an open hand.'

So this is now introducing physical abuse by both
Peter and Uncle [SNEN.

And then he goes on at paragraph 27 under a section
headed 'Abuse at Colonsay House' to say:

'Uncle made [the two boys that he ran away with
and 'Daniel'] sit on the floor in the main hall
cross-legged with our hands on our heads for hours as
our punishment for running away. It was sore. He hit
us with a cane across the buttocks. He would also shake
my hand and trap my thumb and press it in so hard that
it was sore. He said he was only playing when he bent
my thumb back, but it was painful.'

I think someone said he was in the army, so maybe he

learnt that technique --

LADY SMITH: Could be.

MR PEOPLES: -- there, I don't know.

And then he goes on, at paragraph 28, to say:
'There was another female member of staff who
squirted washing up liquid down my throat because
I swore. I didn't know that I had sworn. She and
another woman with blond hair who were on duty that
night grabbed me and squirted it into my throat and
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says they were caught. He =zaid:

'TI got caned by Uncle .'

And then he goes on:

'Someone broke into office at Easter and stole
all the Easter eggs.'

And that he and another boy were blamed and that
caned them. He said:

'I hadn't done anything and he dragged me in and hit
me. It put the fear of God into me.'

Then he says:

'By the age of 9 or 10, I refused to take it.

I used to grab the cane off him and tell him I would hit
him with it. He couldn't do anything about that.'

Then at 35 he continues:

'The atmosphere was one of fear. Every day they
would grab you and fling you about. We were bullied by
the older boys.'

So he has got bullying as well as solvent abuse and
teaching them how to steal.

He says:

'"There was a bad atmosphere in Colonsay. I was only
a wee boy and I was scared all the time. I had my
younger brother to look after too.'

Then at 36 he says:

'TI was moved out of Colonsay for stealing biscuits
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from the shop and running away to my mum's. They wanted
to move me as far away from home as possible and they
moved me and [my brother] to Lochvale.'

Which is in the Georgetown -- was 1in Georgetown in
Dumfries. He says his social worker, whom he names,

took them there.

Then he's got a section on Lochvale, which I will

eI el Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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And then he leaves Lochvale and he says that he went
home while his brother stayed, I think, there at
paragraph 59.

Then he seems to have been in another home in
Edinburgh, which he tells us about at 62, paragraph 62,
starting there. And, again, I'll not read it out but,
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9 MR PEOPLES:He thinks he was in Waverley --
10 sorry, that's a place he -- for just under a year, and
11 then he goes from there to an approved school, Oakbank
12 List D School, and he tells us about that, and I think
13 that's the part that has been read in probably earlier,
14 if I'm not mistaken.

15 LADY SMITH: We have heard about Oakbank before, vyes.

16 MR PEOPLES: Yes, so I am not planning to spend time. But

17 suffice it to say that he has a section again on abuse,
18 starting at paragraph 100, and he names a number of

19 members of staff who were abusive towards him.

20 He says at 104 that his social worker, his female
21 social worker, he told her about the abuse that he was
22 experiencing at Oakbank and that he was getting battered
23 there, and that she didn't believe him and according to
24 his statement, she later denied having said that.

25 It looks as if he -- then he had a short spell in
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House, first on_1977, when he was approaching

8; he would have been 8 in the following -, I think
it was.

LADY SMITH: 772 If that was 1977, with a 1971 date of
birth?

MR PEOPLES: VYes, he was 7, but he would be 8 the
following -

LADY SMITH: ©Oh, I see what you mean, yes.

MR PEOPLES: He was certainly in Colonsay House for some of
that period, possibly most of it, between
B o o< 1975, which would mean he'd
just turned 8.

That's what the records are saying, because I think
he puts it a little bit earlier, because he has
a recollection of spending a_ in Colonsay.

I think he's probably one year out on that one.

And he tells us that a man called the home
with his wife . He says:

'"They were also at the Nimmo homes that I went to
later.’

Well, I think he's partially right; I think the
records suggest that moved from Colonsay
House to Nimmo Place in December 1983, but her husband
remained as at Colonsay. And
was SNR from that time on
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for a while, probably till nearly the end of that

decade.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

MR PEOPLES: (SN 1 con't think becane FEIEGNG

there, so they may have been working in two
different places and as we know, Peter Murray moved from
Colonsay to Nimmo Place, but in between he had been in
another children's home for a short time. And he went
on to another children's home after Nimmo Place, so he

was in four.

LADY SMITH: Right.

MR PEOPLES: Between 1976 and 1989/90 or thereabouts, and

then things started to catch up with him because there
were allegations made which resulted in the trial. His

sister came forward in 1991.

LADY SMITH: That was the 1993 trial?

MR PEOPLES: Yes, she came forward first in 1991. That led

to a police investigation which uncovered the allegation
by 'Scott' and a complaint by another girl, which wasn't
recorded, and this all led to a trial in 1993. He pled
to two charges in relation to his sisters, and other
charges against him in relation to all the five
residents of Colonsay House, four of Colonsay and one of

Nimmo Place, were dropped by the Crown.

LADY SMITH: Yes, you alluded to that earlier.
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MR PEOPLES: 1If that helps you to get the sort of context in

which we are dealing.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: So, but anyway, this period he's talking about

is really, essentially 1977 to 1978, Colonsay House.
Whether he thinks it's three periods or one, it's that
timeframe.

So I'll just deal with it on that footing, if I may.

He says that obviously and were
the place at that stage and he says:

'There was another man at Colonsay House who did the
same sort of thing. He was called Peter.'

I think it's clear that's Peter Murray. He says:

'"The story we got told was that Peter had been in
care with BNV &nd .'

I'm not sure that the records bear that out,
although I think he did say at one stage himself, in
a self-penned life story, that he did spend,

Peter Murray did spend time in care as a child in the

1960s.
So there may be -- it may be partially correct, but
I'm not sure he was in care with [BiPM and LA but.

So then he goez on that AU and , at
paragraph 23, lived on site in a house attached to the
home, and he thinks that Peter alsoc lived on site but

132



10

13

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

he's not so sure about that.

Well, I think Peter did live on site for a time, but
then he and his wife moved to various addresses in the
Perthshire area. Scone, Luncarty, addresses in Perth.
So he did, I think when he got married and started, they

were there for a time.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR PEOPLES: But what he does say there is that very rarely

were andworking through the night and it was

often other staff who were on the rota. Peter often
worked through the night.

Then he goes on to deal with Colonsay House routine.
And sometimes Peter would get them up in the morning,
and they would be taken in a minibus to different
schools and it would either be Peter or gAlSM who would
drive the minibus.

And then he says at 27 that -- well, sorry, I should
just take 26 first. He says:

'TI suppose I felt reasonably happy that first time
at Colonsay House. My memory was that I was missing my
mum and dad, especially my dad as I hadn't seen him for
over a year.'

And then he goes on:

‘ and LA did show us some love and
attention.'
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brother didn't go and see her, although he says:

'We saw her towards the end.'

I wonder whether that's where he's maybe thinking,
that he's having times in and out of the place during

the two dates that I gave.

LADY SMITH: Possibly.

MR PEOPLES: And then he's got a section dealing

specifically with abuse during this first spell between
1977 and 1978. He says:

' who was over-familiar, and I suppose you would
say it was sexual abuse as he was touching in places
that he shouldn't have done. He was quite overt about
it. I know with my sister [this is the slightly older
sister that I mentioned before], in front of everybody,
he would put his hands on her chest and say "OCh, two
fried eggs"™ and would laugh it off sort of thing. It's
only as you get older that you realise that kind of
behaviour wasn't right.

'When we were in Colonsay... the only stuff that
happened involved .‘

This is I think the period 1977 to 1978. I mean,
Murray was there on the dates we have.

He says:

! [ did it with everyone and fondled us over our
clothing. [EM would sit me down on his knee and touch
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me over my clothes on my genital area. He would always
come over as being friendly and it was just one of the
things that he did. At the time I didn't really think
anything about it. 1It's only as you get older you
started to think it wasn't right because of other things
that happened.

'This seemed to happen most days if he was about.

If it wasn't me or my sister, it was someone else. He
was very overt in what he was doing. The things with
only really happened in the lounge area, which was
beside the dining area and the play area. just
treated it all as a jokey thing. He'd always be making
jokes and saying things as a kind of distraction. He
would be making it out to be something different to what
it was. An example was when he would touch some of the
girls' chests and he would say "Oh, still two fried
eggs" and people would be laughing. I saw him doing
this to [my sister]. It was over her clothes. [My
sister] told me later she didn't like him doing that to
her.'

Then he goes on:

'You would be passing QM and he would ask someone
to come to him. You knew that if he asked you to come
to him, you would know that you were going to be sitting
on his knee. I saw QA" fondle other boys. It was
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always over their clothes, never inside their trousers.
I didn't tell [my sister] what he was doing to me.

I saw him doing it to girls when they were sitting on
his knee and he would put his hands round from the back
and fondle them. That would be over clothes. I only
saw him touch girls on the chest and that is the only
thing that [my sister] told me about. I can't remember
if LAg would have seen what was happening.'

Then he says at paragraph 39:

'Peter was different toand he was there a lot
of the time. Peter touched [my sister] on the breasts
and her genitals when she was in her bed. I never saw
this but she told me about it.'

He tells us later that that sister is now deceased.

He says at paragraph 40:

'[My sister] was really upset about it and just
before we left Colonsay House, she started wetting the
bed. I thought that was just one of the things that
happened.'

And then he says at 41:

'[My sister] told me after we left Colonsay why she
thought she was wetting the bed. She told me that she
didn't liketouching her, but I didn't know about
Peter.'

Then he has a period, at 42, when he says he was
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living at home for a time. I think this is all in the
same timeframe, and so really, when he talks about
Colonsay the second time, I think that's wvery much the
dates I've given you from_ 1977 to- 1978.
And he just breaks it into periods of weeks within that,
those two dates.

He seems to have been getting trouble at school from
other boys and being called derogatory terms, he tells
us about that at 45, and being -- boys pulling his hair
and him being called names, which were derogatory and --
about him.

There's shades of one of the other statements about
certain schools treating certain people from certain
areas in a certain way. So he tells us about that.

Then he has a section where he moved on to -- he
moves to foster care, and that's at 49 through to about
paragraph 124, and that was read in in the Foster Care
study, so I'm not going to repeat. I think it was read
fairly fully on the day I gave.

So I will pass on from there through to pick things
up again.

He talks about being at Colonsay House a third time
and this, on this occasion, he is talking about
and Peter still being there:

'And the stuff that had happened before just
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continued, with fondling me on top of my clothing,
but then I knew what he was doing was wrong, so I tried
to avoid sitting on his knee when I could. [N touched
[my sister] over her top again. I'm not aware of Peter
doing anything during this period.'

I think it probably means the same perioed,
1977/1978, but it's possible, although I don't think
it's likely, that it might have been when he was in
Colonsay House for three days in 1982, or -- but I think
it's the 1977/1978 period that this is dealing with.

It seems to break into two things: for him, [A=M vwas
the problem, and his sister told him things about what
was happening to her with Peter. But then when he moves
to Nimmo Place, Peter does things to him that he hadn't
done before. So that's I think how the statement reads
on a fair interpretation.

Because he comes on to talk about -- he calls it
Nimmo Avenue, Nimmo Place, Perth, at paragraph 129, and
it's certainly the case that records show that he was in
Nimmo Place in 1981, from_to _, which
is just a period of a week. And he does say he has no
real memories about it, so that probably coincides with
a very short period there.

He says he just remembers that andhad
moved to Nimmo Avenue:

139



10

13

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

'T don't remember Peter being there at the time.'
Well, if was there, he must be talking about
something post December 1983.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

MR PEOPLES: So it doesn't look as if much was happening in
1981, or possibly 1982 if he was there.

And then he talks about being back with his mum for
a time and being in an emergency home in Ayrshire.

Then, if we go back to Nimmo Place at paragraph 136,
he's got a single paragraph and says that he and his
sister were moved to Nimmo Place in, he thinks, _
or _1981. Well, as I've said, he was in there
for a week in [} but he says:

"Nothing happened there that I need to mention.'

So I think we can kind of move over from that.

LADY SMITH: Move on, yes.

MR PEOPLES: Then he is in what he calls unofficial foster
care and he tells us about that from 137 to 156. That
was read in during Foster Care, so I'm not going to
repeat what is there said.

He goes -- then he's back to living with his mum as
he recalls.

It's a constant churn of foster care, homes, back
with mum and so forth.

LADY SMITH: Yes.
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MR PEOPLES:

And then he's got another foster care placement
that he tells us about at 148, through to 152, where he
says there was some abuse in that setting. And then
he's back with his mum, he says. And then he returns to
Nimmo Place, because he tells us about Nimmo Place
again, starting at 157, and he says that:

'At Nimmo Place [on this occasion] S had
totally changed and she was really nasty to me.'

Now, ifwas there from December 1983, records
show that 'Thomas' was there in 1986, from-
through to either .or -, when he was aged 14 to
15 years.

So I think that's the occasion he is talking about.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

MR PEOPLES: 1It's a bit confusing, but I think it fits in

with what we know, and he says thathad changed.
He said:

'She seemed to be grumpy all the time. She had
previously talked to me as an equal and had been quite
nice. This time she turned gquite angry towards me
sometimes, and I don't know why.'

Then he said:

'My nana died when I was 14'.

Well, he turned 14 in 1985 in -, so we can put
some sort of approximate date to what he is about to
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tell us. He says:

'My nana died when I was 14. took me into
the office in Nimmo Place and told me my mum had just
phoned and she told me my nana had died.'

And he then says at 160:

'I just went upstairs into my room and I lay on my
bed. After a few minutes [ came upstairs and she
went ballistic at me for being upset. I think she took
umbrage because I was lying on the bed and she said
there was no need for all of this, "You're not lying
there", and that I was to "go downstairs". She showed
me no affection at all. She didn't express any
condolences or offer me any comfort. I went downstairs
and I went into the downstairs toilet and shut myself in
there for probably about two and a half hours. I heard
them outside asking where I was, but I wasn't really in
the mood for speaking to anyone. They found me in the
toilet and demanded that I get out of the toilet, so
after that I just went out the house, but I did go back
later.’

So I suppose he is describing a rather unsympathetic
emotional or psychological abuse, rather than -- when
he's saying she's nasty, he isn't necessarily saying on

this occasion she was physically abusive but --

LADY SMITH: Insensitive.
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I never actually saw him do it.

'Peter only touched me with one hand. I wasn't
erect. He didn't put his hand inside my pyjamas and it
lasted a couple of minutes. He said nothing throughout.
I had been lying on my right side initially when Peter
came into the room, with my back to the wall, but when
he put the lights off, I rolled over and was lying on my
back.

'I was shocked by the whole thing. I couldn't
believe it was happening and I was frightened. I really
didn't know what was going on. I was quite naive. This
was the first time Peter had done anything to me.'

So this is again the contrast: at Colonsay,
Peter at Nimmo Place.

And he said:

'This happened one more time and it was the same
sort of thing, exactly the same.'

He said:

'I have never told anyone about this before. After
this had happened, when I saw Peter in the home, he just
gave me a horrible look and I just avoided him as much
as I could.

'I was aware that something had happened to another
girl in the home.'

And he gives her name, he says she was 18 months
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younger than 'Thomas'. She was 18 months younger than
'"Thomas'. He said:

'T don't know her last name. [This girl] and
I started going out with each other a while after Peter
had touched me. She told me Peter was doing things to
her and that she was scared of him. He was a big, big
guy. I don't know what he did to her or how often it
was happening because she didn't go into detail. The
only thing I told her was that I was scared of Peter.
Nothing else happened when I was at Nimmo Place.'

And he tells us that, sadly, the girl that he has
mentioned at 170 died when -- before her 16th birthday.
He's not necessarily relating this to anything as such,
but -- and he talks about, obviocusly, people that he
knows have died young who were in these places.

He says:

'"In Nimmo Place I can't think of any particularly
good times or experiences when I was there.'

He then moved from there for a time to a care or

a children's home in Edradour, which he tells us about,

and again I'm not going to deal with that SECUEERUEITIEIERg

Secondary Institutions - to be published later
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called names at school, because I think his father

was -—-=

LADY SMITH: Well, his father was Jamaican, he says.

MR PEOPLES: Jamaican, I think, yes. So he tells us about

that at 37, but he says that, when he told his foster
mother what was happening, she leathered him for
actually using the word. So, I mean --

And he talks about -- he has a section in that part
of his statement about abuse in foster care and how he
was, from time to time, hit by his foster mother with
a stick, and it could happen on a regular basis. That's
at 42 and 43.

He said he told his social workers about being hit
right from the first time it happened but nothing was
done about it. That's at 46. This is in Foster Care.

Then he seems to have then had a spell at a boarding
school in Pitlochry, and again, I'm not going to spend
too much time there. I think, generally speaking, he
captures what -- at paragraph 66, he says he was in this
boarding school from the age of 7 toe 11 and he loved it
there. And if it was 7 to 11, it would be roughly
1973/74 to 1977/78, but the only thing he says is that,
on one occasion a man who he describes as ",
'gave me the cane' and he laughed and that he picked up
a dog chain and hit him on the back of the head. He
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first time when he was about 11 years of age, he says.
That's at paragraph 93. He ran away with two girls and
he says, when they got back, they were put to bed
without supper. He was locked in what he called 'the
wee room'; and he said, if he wet the bed, as he did,
'vou were also locked in this wee room'. That's at 95.
And he said there was nothing much in it apart from
a radiator and a raised box in the corner of the room.

He has a specific section about abuse at this
particular place by various members of staff, one of
whom hit him with a paddle, when he misbehaved. That's
at paragraph 97 and that, after being hit with this
paddle, he would be dragged into the wee room, the
locked room, and left there. That's at 98.

He talks about the individual who was
SNR from paragraph 99. He said he would punish the
boys and he said there was one boy who was in his room
or dorm who wet the bed, and he saw this person
come into the room and drag the boy out of his
bed by the hair. And he said on another occasion he was
dragged out -- that's 'Frank' -- for talking at night
and he said thator the person had
a baby monitor in his room and could hear you. So,
again, it seems to have been a fashion in Perth and
Dundee to use these monitors --
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MR PEOPLES: -- so that they could hear what was going on.
He says that the personwould also go into

girls' rooms at night, and he doesn't know what was
happening but he could hear girls shouting at him.
That's at 101.

He said, again, at 102, that he told his social
worker, or two social workers, what had been happening
but he says they weren't interested in listening to what
he had to say.

At 103, he says he left that particular place after
the incident with the phone and the member of staff and
it was decided he would go to Burnside Assessment
Centre. Now, that was read in in Phase 8, and he deals
with that at 104 to 135, so I'm not going to go back
over that, other than to say that he does have
a section, beginning at 132, about abuse at Burnside and
by a particular member of staff. There was physical and
sexual abuse at 132 and there was also other abuse by
a different member of staff, which he tells us about at
133,

Again, he says of reporting of this abuse, at 134,
that he told one of the staff about being hit by another
member of staff, and the response was that 'Frank' was
big enough to deal with that situation on his own.
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He then leaves Burnside and he says he went from
there to the place we've heard a bit about before,
Carolina -- he calls it -- Orphanage in Dundee where he
was taken, and he deals with that at 137. He has quite

a bit on that particular place, which, again, I'm not

going to deal with today, Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Then I think it seems to have dawned on him that, at
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remain in care, so he could just walk out; but he seems
to blame his mother for not really making that clear to
him and he says perhaps it was seen as a punishment for

being of mixed race.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

And then 1t says at 188 that it was decided that 'Frank'
would then go to Colonsay during the week and come back
to his mum's at the weekend. That's at 188.

He deals with Colonsay House at 18% and he says:

"It was like two big houses Jjoined together with
grounds outside. There was a playroom and kitchen.
and were . They had a house on one
side, the other side of the children's bedrooms. This
was run by -and Peter.'

These areI think, clearly:

'"They were monsters [he said]. -and Peter
usually worked the night shift.'

If this was the early 1980s, which I think it seems
to be, he would be around 15 or more and we know that
was there until December 1983. So we can

probably date it to the early 1980s.

LADY SMITH: Early 1980s, yes.

MR PEOPLES: We know that Peter Murray was still there.
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a female resident's room and he told us about this
person earlier on, I think. He said] I could hear
noises but didn't know what was going on. When they
came out, -and Peter would be arguing.'

Then at 208, he says:

'On my first day at the home, I sawand
dragging one of the children [and he names her] by the
hair into the house. Not long after this, the police
came and took [the girl] away.'

So that's a physical abuse incident that he said he
witnessed on his first day.

And he says he did report abuse at Colonsay to
a doctor, who I think was a psychiatrist who he had come
across earlier in his time at some of the previous
placements, and I think this doctor had on occasions
taken him for holiday breaks and things.

He says he was in Colonsay for about five or six
months and left when he was 16. And if that's right,

I think we could -- if he was 16, it would be --

LADY SMITH: It depends which year is his date of birth.

MR PEOPLES: Yes, it would be 1982 or 1983 I think he would

have left, and he said he was given £200 and that was
his preparation for leaving the care system.

He then says about life after care that after
leaving Colonsay, he still had contact with the social
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