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out of the statement because I didn't want her to be
involved. I was protecting her. I didn't know whether
[my sister] could handle it if I said something and she
hadn't already spoken to the police.

'After I finished telling them everything, the
police explained to me what would be happening next.
They told me about the trial. They told me that it was
coming up and what might be happening next.

'At the point I gave my statement, the trial was due
to start only about four months later on. Looking back,
I think I was guite far down the line in terms of the
people the police had spoken to. I think they had
spoken to quite a lot of people before me. It could be
that they had difficulties finding me. [My sister]
wouldn't have been able to help the police find me
because we had not been in contact with one another. 1In
the end, the trial ended up getting delayed. It didn't
actually start until I think about November 1995.

'The police would pick me up every morning and bring
me to Edinburgh to the High Court for the trial.

I think they spent the day -- I would then spend the day
sitting in the witrness room. I ended up going back and
forth for about a month before I had to give any
evidence. We were leaving the house at 8.00 in the

morning and not getting home until 7.00 at night. It
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was monotonous. It was really quite a difficult month.
It was horrendous.

'"The trial was the next time I saw [my sister].
About 20 years had passed. The police told me one day
that she was going to be there. I ended up meeting up
with her in the High Court itself. I was taken into
a room and she was sitting there. I knew it was her as
soon as I saw her. She still looked like me. That
was the most emotional day I had ever had.

'ITt was about three weeks before I gave my evidence.
I remember shaking like a leaf when I eventually gave my
evidence. I kept going after that, because I wanted to
see him convicted.

'My whole life changed the day that Gordon Knott got
convicted. The courtroom in the High Court is weird.
Normally when somecne is convicted, they get taken down
some stairs near to where they're standing. In the High
Court, they're taken up past the public gallery. It's
a strange system.

'It was horrific. He had to walk past me. If it
wasn't for my sister being there, I think I would have
done him in that day. My sister stopped me. She
grabbed my arm. I'm guite sure I would have done
something if [my sister] hadn't been there. However,

watching him get sentenced to 16 years was quite
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satisfying. I was overjoyed. There was that positive
that came out of it. 1It's a day I will always remember.

'After the trizl, I phoned a man at Edinburgh Social
Services called McQueen. He was the Director of Social
Services. At that time he worked at Shrubhill. It
would have been about January 1996 when I called him.
Every time I phoned him I was told that he couldn't
speak to me because he was in a meeting. I pulled
a fast one. I told him that I would be at his door with
the BBC in five mirutes if he didn't speak to me. Two
minutes later, he phoned me. Suddenly, he wasn't in one
of his meetings.

'"When I spoke to McQueen I said to him, "All I want
out of yvou is an apology"”. He told me that he couldn't
give me one because if he said sorry, Edinburgh Council
would be legally accepting responsibility for what
happened to me. I couldn't understand. Gordon Knott
had been prosecuted and he was in jail. As far as I was
concerned, it was stated fact that what happened had
happened. I didn't get anything out of him. I didn't
get a letter or anything. I asked for forgiveness from
Edinburgh Council and I was told outright, "No".

Looking back, it was pretty naive of me to be expecting
an apology.

'An internal irquiry was set up by Edinburgh Council
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after the trial in 1996. It was set up by a judge. It
was a man but I can't remember his name. He sat on the
panel with two other people. Cathy Jamieson was one of
the people on the panel. She was an MP at that time.

I can't remember the name of the other woman on the
panel.

'T was phoned by the inquiry and asked whether
I would like to speak to the panel. I decided to go
along. I met with the panel in the City Chambers. The
panel sat there and asked me questions. They asked me
about the same sort of things I have spoken about in
this statement. It was maybe not as in depth.

'There was a report, but it was short. It was all
"Child A said this" and "Child B said that". There were
parts that said things like, "There was no substantial
evidence to prove that this happened to Child A or
Child B". It came across to me that they didn't believe
people. It left me thinking that there was no point at
all. I can't remember what the conclusion of the report
was.

'I just think it was a whitewash. The inquiry was a
farce. I'm a total believer that if you set up an
inguiry, you don't make the organisation who is
responsible for the abuse in charge of it. To me, it

defeats the purpose. You have to make it independent.
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It all felt to me like a process for Edinburgh Council
to save face. They were just doing it to show that they
were doing somethirg. Nothing ultimately came of it.

As far as I know, no new laws were created to make
children's lives better.'

In paragraphs -- from paragraph 225 onwards the
witness speaks about attempts to gain compensation, as
he puts it, including an award for criminal injuries
compensation, I think, where he tells the Inquiry he got
£17,000. And also he speaks of civil action against
Edinburgh City Courcil.

I'll move on to paragraph 231, where he speaks about
records:

'I don't know whether there was a record of the
punishments that were given out at Clerwood. I don't
remember seeing a punishment book. If staff were
writing things dowrn, I don't remember seeing that. When
you're a child, you're not looking to see that those
things are done after you're punished. You're too busy
nursing whatever it is they have done to you.

'I don't remember any records or paperwork being
kept by anyone else while I was in care. I can't recall
any of my social workers taking notes or anything like
that when they visited. I can't remember them sitting

and writing things down. I don't remember them even
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having a pen and paper with them.

'T have tried to get hold of my records after the
trial. I phoned the office at Shrubhill where Edinburgh
Council's Social Work Department was based. They told
me I could have access to them over the phone. I then
applied for my records by post. Sometime later, someone
called me to tell me they had got my records. As it
happened, the person who called me was someone I knew
and she told me my records consisted of one page and
asked me if I wanted it. I said "yes", expecting that
she would post my records. However, she read out the
one page. All I remember is that the one page she read
out said something like: "'Paul' shows an unusual
attraction to male men." She then said that she thought
it was a bit convernient that this was the only page that
had been kept.

'T don't think the woman I spoke to was making
things up. I genuinely think that was the only one
page. My guess is that my records were burnt so that
I wouldn't be able to sue the local authorities. That's
my own opinion as to what happened.

'TI don't know how far my lawyers have got with
getting my records. I don't know if they've got hold of
the police report and my medical records. I don't know

what else they have managed to get.'
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From paragraph 236 the witness speaks about lessons
to be learned:

'The abuse just becomes routine. It's not as if you
accept it or you don't. It Jjust becomes part of your
life. There was nothing you could do to change things.
As far as I was corncerned, I thought that what was
happening to me was happening to every other child in
Britain. You have nothing to compare what is happening
to you too.

'You don't rationalise it and say, "This shouldn't
happen”. You don't stop and think, "This guy is abusing

me "

, when you're a kid. You just think, "This guy is
an absolute bastard". The whole time I was in Clerwood
I was scared. You were scared to do something that
might annoy somebody. You were scared that you did
something that might lead to you getting battered from
a member of staff. When someone does something to you,
it does make you think that they could do anything else
to you. I suppose that's where the fear came from.

'There were no choices in my life. Everything was
decided for me. Abuse follows you around. Once you
have been abused, it becomes easier for others to abuse
you. There is something within you that abusers

recognise. I think that children become multiple abuse

victims because they are made to think that what is
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happening to them is normal. If another member of staff
had come to Clerwood and started abusing me, I would
have just thought, this is just what happens.

'Looking back, and I realise it's a strange thing to
think about, I have asked myself whether it was better
being battered or it was better being raped. I know
that ultimately you don't get anything off either, but
sometimes you can strangely feel something. Sometimes
you feel as if you are getting something off a sexual
abuser, because it's as if they love you. It's
different from someone who punches you in the face or
drops you on the head. At the end of the day, though,

a child shouldn't ever be placed in a situation where
they think it is better to be raped or it is better to
be battered.

'"The problem with Clerwood was that I don't think it
was checked by people. If it was checked, then there
had to be a lot of lying going on by the people who
worked there. Nowadays, you would have the Care
Commission coming in, but during my time there I don't
remember anyone like that.

'Nobody ever spoke to me in Clerwood and said, "If
someone touches you inappropriately, come and speak to
an adult”. Nobody ever said that whilst I was in care.

Then again, back then, I expect that nobody would have
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said that in a family home, never mind a children's
home. It wasn't a conversation that people had with
children. Nowadays, things are different. That's
a conversation that people might have with children.

'I could be wrong, but there was certainly no one
who asked me how I was getting on. In fact, throughout
my whole time in care, I was only asked what my life was
like once. That was a social worker. I just didn't
think -- I just dor't think asking children how they
were getting on was thought about back then. I might
have opened up if there had been an outside person who
had spoken to me about what was going in Clerwood. Who
knows? I guess we'll never know now.

'Looking back at what the staff were like, I would
say that they weren't caring or loving people. I don't
think councils were looking for anything much out of
their prospective employees then. They were not looking
for people that actually cared. They were just looking
for people to fill the vacancies so that the kids
weren't actually looking after themselves. I think that
back then, working in a children's home was seen as
a chore. I don't think it was seen as a good career
option. I imagine it was a Jjob that didn't pay a great
wage.

'For me, you should want to go into childcare
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because you are a kind, caring person and you want to
help children progress in their lives. It shouldn't be
a job for people who think: "It's just a job, I'll do it
until something better comes along”. People who think
like that shouldn't be doing those jobs.

'I know people were suspected of doing things and
they were given references by the home to go elsewhere.
I learnt that from listening to the evidence during
Gordon Knott's trial. I discovered that Gordon Knott
was suspected of abuse and got a reference to move to
another children's home. He went on to do exactly the
same thing in that new children's home. I find that
horrific. I can't even put into words how sick that
makes me feel. They could have stopped him, but they
chose not to.

'[My sister] was the only flesh and blood that
I knew existed. It is beyond me how social services
could separate two children whose only people in the
world were each other. I don't know how they could ever
argue that it was justifiable for them to have done
that. It was something they could have avoided and they
chose not to do that. It is beyond me how I ever
survived that. It took me 30 years to get over what
social services did to me. They robbed me of my sister.

I can never get those years back when I didn't see her.
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I have been able to handle all the abuse I suffered.
However, that is something I'll never be able to get
over. It's something that I've nearly ended my life
over.

'T was offered no support whatsocever by anyone
during the trial. It was horrible. After I was dropped
off each time after attending court it was, "See you
later™. That was it. There was no, "Here's a number
for a counselling service", or even someone asking, "Are
you okay?" There was nothing like that. I felt as if
I had just been dropped like a sack of tatties.

'At the time I probably didn't notice that so much,
but looking back I realise that it was a terrible way to
be treating people like me. We were vulnerable adults
who had gone through a terrible time. I think looking
forward, if people like me are going to be put through
something like that, they should be offered some form of
counselling or support.'

In the final part of his statement, the witness sets
out his 'Hopes for the Inquiry' from paragraph 249:

'If there 1s no one going in, making checks and
speaking to the children and the workers individually,
then the staff can do what they want. If that isn't
done, then things will continue to go wrong because

nobody is held accountable. There wasn't any
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accountability in the 1970s and before. People were
allowed to do what they wanted. They didn't have to
answer to anybody. Without accountability, abuse will
happen. With accountability and checks, abuse may still
happen, but at least it will get captured earlier on.

'Back when I was in care, I know that is what
happened. I know of people who were placed back in the
children's homes or foster homes straight after they
reported things to the police. Why would anyone go to
the police if that is what happens to them? I want
proper legislation for children to allow them to have
a voice and speak up without fear. I would like, where
a child declares abuse, for that child to be immediately
placed somewhere safe. That should be done so that they
are not in the same place as the abuser.

'T think things are different now. If I was a child
in a children's home now and reported what happened,

I think the member of staff who abused me would be
suspended pending an investigation. I don't think that
happened back then.

'All I want from the Inguiry is to make children
safe, make sure that checks are in place and make sure
that there is accountability. If you are not held
accountable, then you have the power to abuse the people

you are paid to look after. If you have someone from
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the outside coming in and asking the child what their
life is like, what a good day and a bad day looks like,
you might get some honesty from the child. You might
get children who will speak. That might lead to people
being held responsible for their actions. There was no
one making those checks when I was in care.

'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true:!

'Paul' signed the statement on 18 April 2019.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much indeed.

Well, I'm going to rise now for the lunch break, but
before I do that, there's one name I want to mention and
itds . He's not to be identified as having
been referred to in our evidence outside this room.

Thank you very much. We'll sit again at 2 o'clock.

(12.57 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.02 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon.

Now, Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: Yes, good afternoon, my Lady. This is another

applicant who is to be read in and he will be using the

pseudonym 'Jim'.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Jim' (read in)

MR MACAULAY: His witness statement is at WIT.001.002.3882.

'Jim' was born in 1970. He provides some
information about his life before going into care and in
particular that he lived with his family in Edinburgh.

He goes on to say at 3 that:

'My dad was a builder, metalworker and grate
builder. He was pretty typical. He liked a drink. He
would come home from work, wash his hands and then go to
the pub. I wasn't crazy about my dad. He would hit us
with the belt which would leave a red mark on my
backside. It wasn't excessive and I never felt
victimised. We had corporal punishment at school. We
only really saw my dad when we were getting punished.

I didn't see him that much. My mum was a soft touch.

'My parents were together until I was 1l1. There was
not much love between them. There was no laughing.

When they split up, my mother got a new boyfriend within
a short space of time. My parents never said anything
to me. I just came home one day and there were two kids
in the house. They were [the boyfriend's] children.'

And at paragraph 8:

'My dad wanted to get back together with my mum.

She wouldn't go back to him and they got divorced. My
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dad said that my mum should take two children and he
should take two. FEe was trying to put pressure on her
to take him back. It had nothing to do with wanting us
to stay with him. [My brother and I -- two children]
stayed with my mum, [my brother] and I had to go and
live with my dad. I was gutted. I was closer to my
mum.

'My dad, [my brother] and I moved to Dalry in
Edinburgh. Dad had a younger girlfriend. She was maybe
19 or 20. I was embarrassed. He was just showing off,
"Look at me and my young girlfriend”. I thought it was
a bit of a joke. 1 didn't get on with her. I didn't
want to be there with them.

'We ended up ir temporary accommodation in Niddrie
for a while. It was a difficult time. My dad struggled
to look after us. He was not a drunk but he was always
in the pub. We used to sneak out and turn the pub's
fuse box off so that the lights would go out and my dad
would have to come home. He was messed up from the
divorce.

'During that period, my dad washed my clothes and
hung them on the washing line. Someone stole them so
I had no clothes to wear. I was going about looking
like a hobo. It was so embarrassing.

'T missed my mum. [My brother] and I felt pushed
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gut. [My brother] was aged 7 or 8. There wasn't room
at my mum's house. I didn't see her for over a year.
I was a bit huffy with her about everything that had
happened. I felt it was a betrayal. She had taken on
someone else's children instead of us.'

And then he goes on to talk about that he went to
different schools over that period. And at
paragraph 11, he says:

'I came home from school one day and my suitcases
were packed and sitting in the hallway. There had been
no social work involvement in our family prior to then.
Once my dad realised that he wasn't getting my mum back,
he didn't want the grief of looking after us anymore.
My father took me to a children's home. We went into
the reception area. He was uncomfortable and handed me
50 pence.

'T thought going to [the home] was a temporary
thing. No one ever told me. I never put posters on my
wall as I thought I would be going home soon.'

And he was admitted to that home on _ 1984
when he would have been aged 13.

And going on to paragraph 32, he says:

'[That home] was temporary. I was there for
a couple of months. My parents were never straight with

me about what was happening. The staff talked about
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what was happening with me and discussed that I might be
going home or moving on. I was kidding myself that
I would go home soon. It came to a head that my mum
didn't want me back in her house. They found me a place
in another home called Glenallan near Inch. They took
me to stay overnight at Glenallan. It was a gentle
introduction. I had a couple of overnight and weekend
stays before moving there.'

And there are records to indicate that he moved to
Glenallan in-1984 when he would have been 13 or 14.

I think he tells us himself --

LADY SMITH: He thought he was a little younger himself,

didn't he?

MR MACAULAY: He was 12.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR MACAULAY: Then at paragraph 34:

'"When I first arrived, the staff introduced
themselves. I was taken to my room. We all had our own
rooms. My room was decorated in brown colours. It had
cheap, industrial, tough carpets. There were no
pictures on the wall.

'A man, Gordon Knott, was in charge. He was in his
late 30s or early 40s. He never cracked a joke or
anything like that. I never saw him smile the whole

time I was there. He came across as quite aloof and

114



10

Tk

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

28

snobby. He was about 6 foot 3. He was massive.

'"There was a woman called Anne who was my key
worker. The other staff I remember were a woman called
Sylvia and a male called Pat. Pat was a young Irish man
who was really friendly.

'The food was all right. The chef was a woman
called Mrs Adie. She would make stews. She was a nice
old lady. Her sons were the heaviest kids in Edinburgh.
They worked at Glerallan for a while as temporary staff.

'"The kitchen was at the front of the building.

There were two tables behind the pool table that we ate
at. There would be staff sitting at the tables with us.
It was very relaxed.'

And then at paragraph 40, he says:

'T had a fight at Glenallan. We were just being
kids. I think I punched someone and that was it. It
was Jjust kids winding each other up. I'm not sure the
staff knew about it. We were all typical teenagers.
There was a lot of one-upmanship and a pecking order.
There was no bullying or anything like that.'

And he talks about discipline:

'The kids would play up to get attention, so you
would have to do something pretty major to get
disciplined. What you might consider bad at home would

be pretty mild at Glenallan. There was no corporal
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punishment.

'TI stayed at Tynecastle School whilst I was at
Glenallan. I would get a bus to schocl and walk back.

'I remember sitting at a table doing my homework.

'I didn't like a big fuss made on my birthday.

'At Christmas, I spent the night at my mum's house.

And he talks about watching a film when he was
there:

'T used to draw all the time. I loved it.

I stopped when I went to Glenallan because there were
too many distractions.

'We had medicals and check-ups. I think we had to.
I saw the dentist regularly.

'I broke my leg and had it in plaster for three
months. I then broke my other leg. I had to have pins
put into it and external fixators. I had an open
plaster and it looked bad. I was on crutches and
couldn't move arournd very much.

'I had no contact at all from my dad. I saw my mum
sometimes. My brother went to see her regularly.

I arranged to see her in town a few times, but it was
always a bit awkward. The contact with her was
occasional. She visited me when I smashed my leg. My
mum came to visit me once a week during that period.

There was a guiet room on the ground floor that the
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staff set up for me to stay in. I couldn't get
upstairs. My mum would visit me there.

'My parents were never straight with me about what
was happening. My mum would sometimes come to my social
work reviews. I began questioning whether I would be
going home. My mum told me that she was going to
Australia and I wasn't going with her. I remember being
upset,

'Gordon Knott was the officer in charge at

Glenallan. worked at the social work department on

_ He was a Manager of Children's Services or
something like that. He had an office at _
-. U\ a5 Gordon Knott's boss. They were as thick
as thieves.

'Within the first couple of weeks of being at
Glenallan, the kids were messing about whilst I was in
the shower. They were opening the lock on the shower
door with a coin. I Jjust wanted to have a shower in
peace. I had locked the door again. It all went guiet.
I was listening for the kids. The door opened again and
Gordon Knott was there. I thought it was just goling to
be the kids. Gordon must have used a coin to open the
door.

'Gordon Knott just walked in. The shower was on one

side. I was in the shower behind the shower curtain.
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He tried to pull the shower curtain back. I had wrapped
it around my hip because the kids had been pulling it.

I was guite shocked. He tried to yank the shower
curtain off me but he couldn't. He tried to yank it off
me a second time. Then he just walked out. He didn't
say anything. I did not interpret it in a sexual way.

I thought it was slightly over the top at the time.

i Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

. I told Pat about what had happened in the

shower with Gordon Kneott. I said that I didn't know

what it was like at this home, but I didn't expect staff
members to walk into the showers and try to pull the
shower curtain off me. Pat was really friendly and
normal. No one ever spoke to me about it. I could hear
raised voices in the office, but I'm not sure what it
was about or exactly when it was. It was clear that Pat
did not like Gordon. I think there was a bit of
friction between Gordon Knott and the other staff. You
could see that the staff weren't enamoured with him.

'A short time after the shower incident, Gordon
asked me to go on his motorbike with him. He said he
would need to stop off at his house to pick something

up. I had already decided by then that I didn't like
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him and didn't want to go. He stood there for ten
minutes, pestering me to go with him. He even asked
another staff member to come through and encourage me to
go with him. 1I'm not sure whether my leg was in plaster
at the time. I thought that it was unusual. I enjoyed
saying no to him because he was an arsehole.

'After the incident in the shower, Gordon EKnott was
a bit aloof towards me. Any time I had to ask for
anything like food or juice, he would be a bit huffy and
make snide remarks. He looked down on me and the rest
of the children.

'"When I first arrived and the staff were introducing
themselves, there was a man who started talking to me.
He just plonked himself next to me and starting talking.
He was a big fat man, 16 or 17 stone. He was well over
6 foot. He had grey hair and stubble and was balding.
He always wore a grey suit [with] white shirt and grey
shoes. I just assumed that he was a member of staff
too. He introduced himself as He started saying
that he wanted to take me on holiday. I spoke to Sylvia
about it after G had left. I asked her if we were
going on holiday. She said, "You aren't going on
holiday with anybody". I thought she was annoyed with
me.

'A short while later, I had broken my leg and had it
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in plaster. I was bored because I couldn't do much.

I was swinging on a swing outside. [UUSMcame cut to the
swing. He had a bulge in his trousers. It was obwvious
that he had an erection. I thought it was funny. He
spoke to me. He wasn't listening to anything I was
saying. I remember feeling a bit weird. He said, "Oh,
your leg is in a bit of a stuckie, you better make sure
the plaster doesn't touch your willy". He didn't do
anything else. He was just really creepy. I felt
awkward and embarrassed.

'"When I was 13 or 14, I had a review with Sylvia and
some other people in the living room. My mum was there
too. UNiMMwalked in and said, "Oh, do you mind if I Jjust
sit in?" I felt it was a bit strange. I remember him
sitting there. Sylvia threw him a really dirty look.

I don't think it was within his remit to be sitting in
on my review. He shouldn't have been there. I was
sitting there listening to them all talking about me and
asking questions amongst themselves. started asking
me things. I felt uncomfortable. He wasn't listening
to what was being said. He asked me what I was feeling.
He was trying to be my friend.

'At the social work review, I was told that I wasn't
going home. I went upstairs to my room. It was above

the kitchen. I was sitting on the edge of my bed crying
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a little bit. I didn't want to see anybody. My hands
were on my face. I heard the door of my room open.

I assumed it was a female member of staff or my mum
coming to comfort me. I didn't see who it was. I could
just feel the weight on my bed. I knew then that it
wasn't a female member of staff. I knew it was He
always wore a grey suit and grey shoes.

‘put his arm around me and I felt the weight of
his arm on me. He started grabbing me around the ankle
and said, "Can I see the grips on your trainers?" He
grabbed my trainer and tried to tip me over by pulling
my foot up. He was trying to open my legs up.

I started to fall backwards. He was forcing his beody
over me and his face was right next to my face. I could
feel the wetness and stubble of his face on mine. It
was absolutely disgusting. My hands were pushing his
chin away from me. I put my palms under his chin and
pushed myself away. The weight of his body pushing
forward helped push me away. I pushed my leg onto the
ground and pushed myself back to my feet. It was really
guiet because all the kids were at school. I heard the
door downstairs open. I heard running up the stairs.

It was Sylvia and another woman. As soon as I heard the
door downstairs open, my room door flew open and I was

confronted by Gordon Knott. Gordon looked surprised
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when I opened the door and saw him. Then I realised
that he was there keeping an eye out and had been there
the whole time. Sylvia and the other woman came running
up the stairs and I just left the building. I never
said anything. I ran past them. I think they suspected
what was going on. They were always frosty towards him.
I ran to the park. I knew [iliSMwould go away if I stayed
away from my room.
'Not even a week after the incident in my room,
I had another run-in with Gordon Knott. I was going to
school. I had to get my bus money and dinner money from
the staff before leaving. I had to ask Gordon. He
would always be a bit snippy with me. Everything was
a bit difficult. There was a girl from New Zealand
working there. I remember she was on duty that day.
I was going out the door and Gordon Knott stopped me.
He said really quietly that I had to go to's office
in-after schoel. I said, "No, I'm not", quite
loudly. I wanted the girl to hear. Gordon then said,
"You are going or I will stop your pocket money”. He
also said that if I went, he would give me an extra bus
fare. He took it out of his pocket and gave it to me.
I took the extra bus fare and just intended to spend it.
'I was at school thinking about what Gordon had

said. I was curious. I thought I could beat
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a paedophile. I thought I could outsmart a nonce at
that age. I wasn't sure what was going to happen.

I didn't tell anyone. I didn't even tell my best
friend. I didn't want to think about it. I didn't want
to say it out loud. I thought it was an office in the
social work department, so what could really do?

I thought I would be safe. I assumed other people would
be there.

'I went to the social work office after school. It
was right in the middle of _ I could hear my
heart pumping. I was worrying whether I was doing the
right thing. There was a lift that you could take up to
his office or you could take the stairs. The stairwell
was fairly smelly but I decided to take the stairs.

I thought[would:[ get me if I took the 1lift.

"s office was in a car-park type building.

There were boxes everywhere. There was a middle-aged
woman there. She barely looked up. I asked her, "Do
kids come here? Do I have an appointment?" And she
said "No". I said, "I don't understand why I am here",
and that was when came out of his office and said,
"It's okay", and ushered me inside. I told him to keep
the door open. His desk was in an alcove. There was

a line of filing cabinets. I was standing there and i

started getting all gobby. He said, "Let's just get
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that door shut". He told me to sit down but I refused.
I said, "No, I'm standing". I asked him what he had
asked me there for. I asked him again in a louder
voice. He didn't say anything, but just rested his eyes
on my crotch. I started getting scared. LAl was
rubbing himself through his trousers. I said that I was
leaving. I left his office.

'My mum was visiting me regularly and I think that's
what saved me. I think Gordon and [l shied away from
me because of my contact with my mum. By the time I was
leaving Glenallan, I had been sleeping in my clothes to
prevent Gordon or from coming in. I thought that
I might wake up and find them both in my room. I was
falling asleep at school because I wasn't getting any
sleep.

'"There was another boy in Glenallan with me who
I think was also being abused by Gordon Knott. He was
small and had a gruff voice. I remember chatting to
him. He said, "At least I got to go to Gordon's house".
I said, "Wwhy would you want to go to Gordon's house?”
And he just put his head down. He didn't say "because
it's great"™ or anything like that. I thought that was
pretty telling. I had the protection of my mum, but [he]
did not.

'My friend and I broke into a shop on Rose Street.
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It's still there. It had scaffolding up the back of it.
I used to like goirg up on building roofs. It's like
being in a differert world. I was walking past [the
shop] and there was a window open. I thought, "I bet

I could get in there". We were just going to grab a few
jackets and leave. I got a Berghaus jacket. I was
really proud of it.

'At Glenallan you could pull back the carpet in the
guiet room and there was a space that you could put
things. It was like a little hatch. We put the jackets
and body warmer down there. We had taken two jackets
and one body warmer. The body warmer was for my mum.

I saved up my pocket money to buy her trainers. I was
always trying to get her to take me home.

'One day I was going on the bus to visit a new home.
The new home was called South Gyle. I had stolen a red
Lacoste T-shirt from a shop and had hidden it in the
hatch along with the other items. Gordon Knott stopped
the bus and told me to get off the bus and go with him.
He took me back to Glenallan. He grabbed me from behind
and was pulling me by his arm around my neck. He called
the police about the stolen items.

'I did not report the abuse at Glenallan at the
time.

'"The police got in touch with me in 1997 about
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Gordon Knott. I was nearly 27 years old. I got a phone
call out of the blue and I think they left their number.
I was at work. When I spoke to the police they were
being pretty cagey. I was asking what it was about.

The policeman asked me if anything had happened to me.

I said "No".

'It has always bothered me that I never said
anything about what happened. I have thought about that
telephone call with the police and about Gordon Knott
ever since. I regretted not saying anything at the time
of the incidents or when the police contacted me.

I feel more able to talk about it now.

'I read the report on Gordon Knott's prosecution
a couple of years ago. I read a pdf article about what
happened. The police said their investigation had been
stifled by management and evidence had goneé "missing".

'I don't believe for a second that there weren't
other people involved with Gordon EKnott and
together. I assumed when the trial came out that it
would involve QiU too. If you are into something
obscure like paedophilia, you find others who are
similarly minded. When I heard what had happened and
what Gordon Knott had been doing, I am sure he would
have done other stuff. He pounced on me when I was at

my weakest. I have no doubt that that scumbag could
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have pounced on ancther small child.'
And he goes on to say that he moved to another home.
He left Glenallan c.n-1985, so he would be aged

15 at the time of his departure.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR MACAULAY: If I move on to paragraph 88, he talks about

spending time at Howdenhall and he was there certainly
in- 1986, according to the records. If I go on to
paragraph 93, he says that he had reviews when he was at
Howdenhall. He was supposed to have been there for six
weeks and that was extended for -- to about three
months.

If I could ther go on to paragraph 98, he says:

'I went to see my social worker, Leslie. She gave
me a pot and a tin opener and sent me on my way. There
was no discussion about what I was to do or where to go.
I had no support from her or the home. It was two weeks
before my 16th birthday. It was a really important,
vulnerable time and I was just abandoned.

'[T was helped to] look through the local newspaper
and I got a bedsit. The flat I got was really near Tam
Paton's _ [House]. He had all these
young laddies with him. I thought it was funny. Tam
Paton asked me if I wanted to live with him. I said no.

I had to sign on for benefits. I would do bits and bobs

127



10

Tk

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

258

24

28

of work on the side.'

And then he locks at 'Life after Care':

'When I lived in the flat at _ I was
always broke. I worked at odd jobs. I went to London
with a friend and became a stone-cleaner for a while.

I went to stay with my mum for a fortnight, but things
were very strained.

'My friends were beginning to move on. They all
went to college. I was the only one who was living on
my own. I thought I was going to go to art college, but
I persuaded myself out of it. I kept putting it off.

My teachers at school thought I would have been able to
get in even without my exams on the strength of my
portfolio.'

And he goes on to talk about getting into trouble
with the police and also being -- going to jail. And
then, in paragraph 104, he looks at the impact and he
says:

'T was always in bother with the police. I was
either stealing because I couldn't budget or I would get
into fights. I felt constantly wound up, tense, with
butterflies in my stomach. I would react emotionally.

'I was focused on day-to-day survival during my time
in care. I did well in my prelims but I failed my

proper exams. I was sleeping with my clothes on in case
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I was abused, so I had other things on my mind.

I didn't do my homework. I remember a girl at school
saying "He didn't do his homework", and the teacher
said, "You wouldn't either if you were in a home".

'I identify as a second-class citizen. It stems
from being in care since my childhood. All the way
through school I felt different to the others. During
my teenage years I felt a real stigma of being a child
in care. I didn't want it to be public knowledge that
I was in a home. I missed out on a lot of normal
children stuff and family. I never had a mum to look
after me.

'From the age of about 13, I have had grown men come
on to me. I was a bit like a magnet as soon as they
found out I was in care. As a result, I am very
overprotective of my son. I am sure it is because of my
experiences.

'I can't trust authority, especially the judiciary
and the police.

'TI don't feel like a victim. I got away with it.

I was lucky. I think that if my mum hadn't been
visiting me I would have been in a lot more trouble.

I think that Gordor Knott saw my mum and her boyfriend,
who was a joiner and ex-sprinter with long legs and big

shoulders, and kept himself from doing worse.'

129



10

Tk

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

28

He goes on to talk about his health condition and,
at 111, he says:

'I don't see my mum anymore. I saw her once working
at the gym I went to. She was the receptionist.

I didn't realise that it was her. I was Jjust chatting
to her and her eyes started welling up.

'T saw [my brother] five years ago. He was the one
I was closest to. He went to a Barnardo's home.

I [didn't see any of] my other siblings.

'TI never reported the abuse to the police at the
time or subsequently.'

Then at 'Lessons to be Learned' at paragraph 115:

'I think that care home staff, especially in the
initial stages, should be young females. They're easier
to trust for young children. Kids gravitate towards
them. Paedophiles are mostly male.

'People never get a job in a care home if they have
a criminal conviction. Paedophiles are only found out
after the event. If you want access to vulnerable
children then you go for a job like working in
a children's home. It would be good if there could be
some tests to listen to their heart rate to see if they
react sexually to children. These paedophiles had
access to me and my files. They could work together and

help each other.
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'When I went down and told Pat about Gordon Knott
pulling the curtain back in the shower, Pat didn't
report it. I was so innocent that I didn't realise it
was sexual. I think it is important that events like
that are reported and investigated.

'"When I left care aged 15, I didn't have any money
to do anything. It was a crucial time in my development
and life. I was abandoned. If I'd had training or
further education, I might have kept out of trouble.

The macho kids tend to go to jail. 1It's [all] the same
thing everywhere.

'95 per cent of people that work in care homes are
decent people, but there is definitely a certain element
in there for the wrong reasons.'

Then in 121:

'T hope others might read my statement and recognise
and Gordon and come forward. I'm doing this for my
son really. If it was my kid that had been touched by
men like that, I would hope someone would speak up.'

And he says:

'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.!

'Jim' has signed the statement on 1 February 2019.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

MR MACAULAY: So, my Lady, I'll go on to the statement of
another applicant who wants to be anonymous and to use
the pseudonym 'Anne' in her evidence.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Znne' (read in)

MR MACAULAY: And her statement can be found at
WIT-1-000000811.

'Anne' tells us that she was born in 1969 and she
tells us about her life before she went into care,
essentially that she had no memories of life before
going into care:

'T now know that my parents were drug abusers.'

And she goes on to say that he murdered somebody
after she was born.

She talks about her siblings at paragraph 3 and at

'My dad was put in prison when he was convicted of
murder and my mum put us into care because she didn't
want us. I am not aware if there were any social work
involvement with the family before that. [My brother]
came into care with me. I was nearly 3 years old.'

She then talks about being admitted to Clerwood.
She was admitted, according to the records, on -

1971, so she'd be under 2 when she was admitted:
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'Clerwood Children's Home was in Clermiston,
Edinburgh. It had a big dark brown door. Inside the
door on the left was a living room/playroom and on the
right was a room with two cots. The next room was what
I thought was the nurses' room. There was a cupboard
before the stairs, which took you up to the next level.
On the ground floor level was the dining room, kitchen
and [past I think that should be] that were stairs which
led to the staff living room. Upstairs was a sort of
square landing which led to the girls' bedrooms. Beside
them was an office. At the back of the house were
swings. In the grounds were stables.

'I am not sure how many children were in Clerwood,
but I was one of the youngest. I am not sure what age
the oldest children were. The only staff that
I remember were Gordon Knott, a woman who I think was
a nurse, a male coock and another man who had
olive-coloured skirn. I think Gordon Knott was in charge
of the home. One of the staff members had a dog.

'I don't have many memories of the routine at
Clerwood. For me, it is like seeing a series of
photographs. I have memories from each image but they
don't always flow together.

'T remember going there in a car. The car had wood

around the windows. [My brother] was in the car with
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me. I remember loocking out of the car window wondering
where we were going. My first memory of the house was
being in a cot in & small room and [my brother] was in
another cot. I was crying.

'"There were four single beds in my bedroom, but
I can't describe arnything else in it. It was all girls
in my room, but I can't really remember anything about
them. We got up at about 8 o'clock and went down for
our breakfast in the dining room. I'm not sure what
time bedtime was.

'"We all sat in the dining room at the same table and
had all our meals together. There were about six tables
which were full of children. It was cereal or porridge
for breakfast. The food must have been okay and there
were only issues if there was food that you didn't like
or couldn't eat. When I started at school I had lunch
there and not at the home.'

And she talks sbout washing and bathing, and then at
L2

'At the weekend we would just run about and play in
the playroom or watch the television in the living room.
We used to play a game called Postman's Knock. In this
game you would sit in a circle and someone said
something. You had to chase that person and kiss them.

Gordon Knott taught us this game and he was there when
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we played. If any other adults came in the room we Jjust
carried on playing. We played outside in the grounds
quite a lot. I played on a small red tricycle. We had
shots [of] going down the hill and someone sat on the
back. There wasn't any supervision by staff when we
were out in the grounds. I never ran away and [I can't]
remember hearing about anyone else running away.'

And at 13, she goes on to say:

'I'm not sure how I had money, presumably we were
given pocket money. We used to go down to the shops
with some of the older children. Sometimes we went to
the swimming pool and we managed to sneak in without
paying. Other times we went up the back of the zoo and
managed to get through the exit-only turnstile gate.
None of the staff came with us and I am not aware of
telling them we were going out. There was very little
supervision.

'I went to a nursery before I went to primary
school. The nursery was very near the zoo. We got
taken in a white minibus and I got dropped off first at
nursery and then the older ones got taken to other
schools. As I got older, I went to primary school.'

And she talks sbout healthcare:

'The nurse used to comb our hair once a week to

check for head lice and dealt with minor things like
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bumps and scratches. One time my brother dared me to
jump off the swing. I did and broke my wrist. I was
taken to the hospital and my arm was put in a cast.

I don't remember seeing a doctor at any other time.

I don't remember ever being injured and needing medical
attention as a result of being abused.

'"There was a big Christmas tree put up and there
were balloons and other decorations. We had a big
pantomime at Christmastime and I was an angel. Santa
came and gave us a present which we were allowed to
keep. Toys were usually kept in the playroom so were
shared with the other children. I can't remember my
birthday being celebrated. It might have been.
Occasionally, at other times, there were parties, which
must have been for someone's birthday.

'TI didn't get any family visitors. I later found
out it was because my mum didn't want us. There were
times when potential future parents came in and visited
the other children. No one came for me. A female
social worker came to visit me, but I can't remember who
it was, when I was at Clerwood. She introduced us to
families who might have been interested in taking us but
that never happened. I saw [my brother] every day and
more or less when I wanted. We were not kept apart.

'If you were given food that you couldn't eat,
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Gordon Knott would put it in a dog bowl that was on the
floor. He would make you go on your hands and knees and
eat the food from the dog bowl like a dog. He put
scraps from other people's plates in there too. It was
humiliating. He did this to me and he did it to anyone
that didn't eat their food.

'T wet the bed. When it happened, Gordon would slap
me with a slipper. Everyone who wet their bed would
stand in a line on the landing. Gordon would be sitting
down then slap everyone on the backside with a slipper
or a sandal. He would always tell everyone why we were
being slapped. To begin with, it was over the clothes.
Then often it was on the bare backside. I am not sure
if he struck me more than once each time. There wasn't
any other punishment for bed-wetting. At other times,
if someone had done something other than bed-wetting he
would line everyone up, whether they had done it or not,
and he would skelp everyone on the backside. Gordon was
very moody and if he was in a bad mood you had to keep
out of his way. It was like walking on eggshells. He
shouted a lot and slammed the doors when he was in
a mood.

'The sexual abuse by Gordon Knott started some time
after Easter. He had helped me find the hidden Easter

eggs because he said I was too little and it would be
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too hard for me. We got to eat what we found.

Gordon Knott used to take me upstairs and he told me it
was to do some cleaning. He would take me into the
staffroom, which was right at the top of the building,
and locked the door. I think the first time I was taken
in there I would have been 2.

'T will never forget what happened. I thought I was
privileged, almost special. I was getting some
attention and he wasn't smacking me. He pushed himself
upon me and I could smell his bad breath. He put my
hand on his private parts and forced me to touch him.

I didn't know what was going on. It started off over
his clothing, then it was under. I pulled away at some
point and he got argry. He went on to touch me under my
clothes. He said everyone did what we were doing and if
I told anyone, no one would believe me because I was
only a child. He told me it was what special people do
and my mum and dad did it. I thought it was all just
part of life.

'Gordon Knott would make me touch him and kiss his
private parts. The first couple of times, it didn't
last long and I remember the sticky stuff from him.
Afterwards, he would clean me up and before I left the
room, he would remind me that I had been helping him

clean the room and that was all. I always thought it
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was just me that did this with him. I wasn't really
aware of any other girls being taken up to his room.

"He took just me to his mum and dad's house quite
a lot. Their house was in Edinburgh. It was a small
compact flat with two rooms. His was one of the rooms.
The kitchen was off the living room. His mum and dad
were sometimes there and I remember his mum used to be
in the kitchen with his dog. Gordon had sex with me.
Afterwards, he would take me to the sweet shop and buy
me sweets or a toy. One time he bought me a Barbie
doll. I thought this doll was the best thing ever. She
was a ballerina and had bendy legs. I didn't really
know at the time that this was him bribing me. When
I got back, [my brother] used to be jealous of my sweets
and he would take them [off] me.

'Gordon Knott even forced my brother to have sex
with me. After that, we thought it was a natural thing
to do and we had sex at other times.

'Gordon Knott sexually abused me from the age of 2
all the time I was there until I left at the age of 7.
Because of what he did to me, I thought it was perfectly
normal to have sex with boys. In a way, I knew it was
wrong and we hid it from the staff. I used to go to the
building which used to be the stables, where there was

a room with mattresses in it. I started going there
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probably from the age of 4 and I had sex with boys in
there. Some of the boys were much older. I sometimes
had sex in a cupboard under the stairs. I had sex in
lots of places in the house.

'One day, Gordon had told me and [my brother] that
my mum was coming to wvisit us. I sat at the window all
day watching for my mum coming, but she never did.
Gordon had just told me this out of spite or for some
other reason. I was sad when I realised that she wasn't
coming to see us. Gordon did this to us quite a lot. I
cried a lot of the time because I wanted my mummy. No
one ever explained to me why she never visited or why we
couldn't live with her.

'The nurse wasrn't particularly friendly. She combed
our hair with the rnit comb once a week and she yanked at
it and it was sore. Clumps of hair sometimes came out.
Another time I burst my nose and it was bleeding. She
started shouting ard screaming at me, because the blood
made a mess.

'I was put in the cupboard under the stairs but
I'm not sure what I had done. This was a punishment.

It was pitch dark and I was screaming and crying my eyes
out. Another time, I was locked in a wardrobe. I'm not
sure who it was that put me in these places.

'Gordon Knott often told us that if we told anyone,

140



10

Tk

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

28

no one would believe us. He said no one would believe

a child before an adult. He also said that if I teold
anyone, my brother would be taken away from me. [My
brother] was everything to me at this time. I never
told anything to the social worker that visited, because
there was always the fear that [my brother] and I would
be separated. No one ever asked me how I was getting on
at Clerwood or if I had issues. Even if they had asked,
I probably would have been too frightened to say
anything.

'One time, I was in the room within the stables with
other children. There were other girls there too and we
were having sex with the boys. We were swappling
partners. The nurse came in and caught us. She was
furious and was shouting at us all. I was taken to
hospital, but I car't really remember what happened in
there. I am not sure why I went to the hospital.

I don't recall being spoken to by the police.
Afterwards, I was taken back to Clerwood, but nothing
changed. All the boys and girls that had been there
were still there. It just carried on as before, as if
nothing had ever happened.

'It was probably a month or two after the nurse
caught me having sex at the stables that I got moved.

I'm not sure if it was anything to do with that
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incident. I can't remember being told that I was
leaving and no one told me why. I felt I was at
Clerwood one minute and the next I was at Glasclune
House in North Berwick [and she says] I was 7 when
I left Clerwood.'

And according to the records she left on - 1976
when she was probably aged & rather than 7, but she had
a short period in foster care before she went to North
Berwick and it may be that she's correct in saying, as
she goes on to say, that she had celebrated her eighth

birthday in North Berwick.

LADY SMITH: I see. Thank vyou.

MR MACAULAY: And she goes on to say:

'My brother came with me to [North Berwick].
I'm not sure why we went to North Berwick.'

Now, thereafter, in her statement, and I should have
mentioned this at the beginning, 'Anne' goes on to talk
about her experience in foster care and she gave
evidence in the Foster Care case study on 18 August

2022.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR MACAULAY: That was Day 317 of the Inquiry, and that

evidence is at TRN-10-000000055 and in giving her
evidence in foster care, she covered quite a significant

section of the remainder of her statement.
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So if I go to paragraph 73, that's when she was told
that she was going to stay with a particular couple, but
also that she and her brother were to be split up and
she says:

'T was really upset. [My brother] was distraught
and when I was being driven away, [my brother] was
jumping all over the social worker's car and had to get
dragged away.'

Then she talks about her experiences in foster care
and if I go on to paragraph 149, she now looks at what
life was like after being in care and, in particular, at
paragraph 151, she tells us that she had a child with
a partner when she was 19 and, at that time, the child
was put into the care of the partner's mother.

Now, she goes on, at paragraph 153, to say:

'In 1997 I gave evidence at the trial of
Gordon Knott, who had abused us at Clerwood Children's
Home. When I left Clerwood, I vowed never to talk to
anybody about what went on, but there I was in court
talking about it. I saw him when I was giving evidence
in court. He sat there with his arms folded looking at
me as if I was nothing. I felt sick. Following the
trial, I was in a bad place. The following few years
were bad for me. I just wanted to black it out.

I turned to drugs.'
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And she tells us that she and her husband separated

o 202k

LADY SMITH: 2001 I think she says.

MR MACAULAY: 2001, you're right. And then under reference

to 'Impact', again part of this has already been read
in, but she says at 155:

'Al11 through my childhood all I wanted was my mum.
I never even saw a picture of my mum and dad. Until
I met my sister, I never knew if I looked like anyone
else in the family. I have never had a relationship
with my mother and I don't even know if she is alive or
dead. I wouldn't care if she was dead. She gave me up
because she didn't want me. When I moved back to Ayr
when I was 16, that's when I decided I wanted to know
a little bit more about my family and who I was.

'If I had been left at home with my own family
I would have been a different person today. I would
have had friends, & better education, and I might have
had the job that I've always wanted and that was to be
a nurse. I have thought about doing an Open University
or college course, but I just can't concentrate.'

And at paragraph 159 she says that:

'Every school that I went to I found it really hard
to concentrate because of the things that were happening

[te her].'
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At 161 she says:

'Because of the times I was locked in the cupboard
under the stairs at Clerwood, I am now afraid of small
spaces. I don't have any friends. I have been on my
own for a long time because I don't trust anyone.

I want to be a normal person and have friends, but

I can't. I want to do what everybody else does. If

I try, I am just used, then dumped. The only reason I
leave my house is to walk my dogs. Sometimes I find it
really hard to go out with my dogs.

'At Clerwood Children's Home, Gordon Knott made me
have sex with my brother and we didn't realise it was
wrong.'

And at 163, she says that:

'After I left care, I didn't see my brother for
a long time. We orly met up after we spoke to the
police about what had happened at Clerwood Children's
Home.'

At 164, she says:

'My brother passed away in 2020.°'

And at 169, she goes on to say:

'In 1997, I was involved in the court case against
Gordon Knott from my time at Clerwood Children's Home.
This was horrific and was the worst day of my life and

after the trial [as she had already mentioned] I started
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abusing drugs. I ended up running away.'

She talks about treatment and support at
paragraph 172 and she says:

'Before the trial of Gordon Knott, staff from the
court separately showed [my brother] and I around the
courtroom and told me who would be sitting where and
what would happen on the day. My husband [and] step-mum
supported me and she was the best support I could have
had.'

At 175, she says:

'T was 27 before I started to tell anyone about the
abuse I suffered ir care. The first people I told
was the police.'

And that's in connection with the lead-up to the
Gordon Knott trial and she goes on to mention that again
and then at paragraph 180 under the heading 'Lessons to
be: learned':

'I shouldn't have been forced to go to so many
different families and then made to call the foster
parents mum and dad. This was really confusing because
I already had my own mum and dad. They may not have
been the best parents in the world, but they were my mum
and dad. I didn't have the identity of belonging to
a family. I didn't even have a photograph of my mum.

We were also moved from pillar to post so often that
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I didn't know what was happening. I was very unsettled.
There is no wonder that I ended up in front of
a psychologist.

'Someone should have explained to me why I was in
care, even from someone who had been in care like
myself, and experienced what I was going through. They
would be more aware of how the child was feeling and
what they were going through. Nobody ever explained to
me that my behaviour was wrong and I was never given any
lessons in life.'

And under the heading 'Hopes for the Inquiry':

'I1f, by coming forward, it saves one child from what
happened to me, then it will have been worth it. There
needs to be someone who is trained to identify the signs
of abuse and trained to speak to the children about it.
This would need to be someone that the children can
trust and who is independent, not a social worker.
Consistency is important so this person can't change,
because the child will feel like they are being passed
from pillar to post.'

And perhaps the last paragraph I should read at 184:

'Children should be treated with respect. I don't
believe that newly gualified carers should be put in
charge of older children. They may only be a few years

older than the children they are caring for and they
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just don't have the experience of how to deal with
children who invariably have problems. Children must
also have someone they are able to trust to have

a one-to-one conversation with or even a cuddle when
required. Children need one-to-one attention sometimes
even if just to make them feel wanted.'

And 'Anne' says at the very end that she has no
objection to her witness statement being published as
part of the evidence to the Inguiry and she believes the
facts stated in the witness statement are true.

And your Ladyship, well she, 'Anne' signed the

statement on 16 September 2021.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

Time for the afternoon break, but before I rise
there's been one name this afternocon we've used the name
His identity is covered by my General Restriction
Order. He's not to be identified as referred to in our

evidence outside this room.

MR MACAULAY: And before your Ladyship rises, this is the

last piece of evidence for today.

LADY SMITH: ©h, it is?
MR MACAULAY: It is, so we're having an earlier break.

LADY SMITH: ©Oh, sorry, I thought there was still another

one.

MR MACAULAY: Well, there is another one to come, but --
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LADY SMITH: But not today.

MR MACAULAY: -- before that, we have to have an oral
witness. Tomorrow morning we have an oral witness and
then a read-in.

LADY SMITH: Of course, that's right. Oh well, that's good.
Lots of other work can be done this afternoon then.

MR MACAULAY: Yes.

LADY SMITH: Well, thark you very much. So that's us now
until 10 o'clock tomorrow morning.

(3.04 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Wednesday, 22 April 2026)
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