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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PGM

Support person present: Yes

1. My name is [SSXN 've aways been known as gl My date of birth is|JJjj

I 1964. My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Background

2. Mymum’s name was | - ¢ y dad’s name was [}
I Vy sister ] is thitteen years older than me, then there’s [} who is
seven years older, and then my brother,-, who is four years older than me. | was
brought up in Govan. My earliest memories are of living in ||| but !

was born in ||| Gz

3. | can’t remember much about my mum. | only have a couple of memories of her, but
she was always ill. She was in hospital a lot. | remember the last time that | saw her,
but not much more than that. My mum had TB, which she got from a friend she was
nursing. She was in and out of hospital with it. When she went in, they automatically
treated her for TB but she actually had stomach cancer. If they had checked her
properly instead of putting everything down to TB, they might have been able to treat
it. She died when | was four years old.

4. I've learned from my older siblings that my mum wore the trousers in the marriage. My
dad worked at the shipbuilders. As far as | know, it was a good relationship. From what
| gather, my dad couldn’t cope when my mum went into hospital. He couldn’t cope with

anything when my mum wasn’t at home.
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holiday, to get a break. The first time | went to Fornethy | was excited because | thought
| was going on a holiday.

I -¢ il vent to Fornethy before my mum died. They only went once and
they never went back. They don’'t have good memories of Fornethy. Recently, I've
been speaking to my sisters about giving evidence to the Inquiry. They've told me that
they saw lassies sitting on men’s knees in the games room. | think they came home
and told my mum that Fornethy was horrible and they didn't want to go again. She
wouldn’t have sent them back there. We didn’t speak about Fornethy before | went as
a child. | don’t think my sisters even realised that was where | was going.

Fornethy House, Residential School, Kilry, Angus

The first time | went to Fornethy | was six or seven years old. | went there quite a few
times, but | don’t know exactly how many. Sometimes, | went more than once in the
same year. | think | went about five times between the ages of six or seven and ten.
Each time, | went there for six weeks. The routines and the staff stayed the same each
time | went back. | think | might have been known as [SSANE When | was in
Fornethy. Going by the walks, | think there were maybe about twenty to thirty girls
there at a time. It was for primary school age girls.

Fornethy is at Kilry, which is near Perth. It was a big, white mansion. We went in
through a side door rather than the main doors. There was a little cloakroom with a
row of pegs in the middle. We kept our jackets and shoes in the cloakroom. The
showers were along a corridor off the cloakroom. There was a set of stairs after you
went through the cloakroom. As you came to the stairs, there was also a corridor
leading round to the games room. We used to go there to get our cup of milk and
biscuit before going to bed. | think the dining room was downstairs, but | can’t
remember. The kitchen was just behind the dining room counter.

When you went up the stairs, the dorms were at the top. The toilets were quite close

to the dorms. There was a small staircase leading to the next floor up, where the
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classrooms were. The grounds had a swing park in them. Other than that, there was
just loads of grass.

Fornethy was run by Glasgow City Council. RGN 2 i | but |
can’'t remember her name. | remember she had a cane. She had grey, shoulder length
hair and she seemed old to me. She kept herself in pristine condition. There was also
a member of staff called Robertson. | think she was Miss Robertson. I'm not sure, but
| think she was probably in her late twenties, early thirties. She had a really bad perm,
which made her look a lot older. | remember her because she was one of the nasty
ones. | can’t remember any other staff, but | don’t think there were very many of them.
There were dining staff who came in solely to make the meals. | only remember female
staff, apart from one man who would be creeping about when we got up for our
breakfast. | don’t know whether he was a gardener or something. I'd had a bad
childhood so | knew how to avoid things. | learned that early on.

Routine at Fornethy
First Day

My dad took me to Bothwell Street in the city centre. | was put on a minibus. | was fine
with leaving my dad behind. | had a wee bag with me, but you weren’t allowed to take
too much. It was just a change of clothes. There were other girls on the bus, all going
to Fornethy. The journey seemed to take forever back then. | know now it wasn’t very
long, probably about two hours. | remember driving up to Fornethy and the pine trees
on either side of the long driveway. | looked at the building in awe. It looked lovely. It
looked amazing and | was excited that | was going to stay there the first time | went.
The second time, it was just dread and absolute fear but | didn’t have any option. As
soon as | saw those pine trees, it was just sheer dread.

The first thing that happened after we arrived was the baths. We were taken up to the
shared baths and rubbed red raw with a scrubbing brush. It was like a big, wooden

brush you would use to scrub floors. | think it was Robertson who scrubbed us, but |
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If you were a monitor, people didn’t like you. You were supposed to monitor other girls’
food and make sure they were eating. You only interacted with the people in your dorm
if you interacted at all. You had to try and encourage the other people in your dorm to
eat so they didn’t get punished. It was horrible. | think | was selected because | had
been to Fornethy so many times and | knew how the place worked. | was fine with
doing it because | didn’t want anybody to get hurt.

| was also made captain the last time | was there. That meant that if | wanted, | could
be a bully. | took it because it kept the staff off my back, but I hate bullies. Some
captains would be the ones telling other girls what to do at the dinner table and in the
dormitory. If another girl did something wrong, you were supposed to grass her up.
Some of the girls took it to extremes and became real bullies. It was just kids being
kids.

Abuse at Fornethy

There was physical abuse at Fornethy. If the staff didn’t like the way you looked, they'd
just slap you across the face or the back of the head. They would pull girls’ hair back
and push their faces into the girls’ faces. | know that was acceptable at the time, but it
shouldn’t have been. Girls were taken out of the classroom if they didn’t write what
they were told to write in letters home. Sometimes, they weren't even taken out of the
classroom. They would be hit across the head or have their hair pulled back. They
were never hit more than once or twice at a time. The teachers would go right up to
their faces and shout at them. That didn’t happen to me.

SR would hit girls with her cane all the time. The cane was like a walking
stick. If a girl tripped up while she was walking past, she would hit her on the back of
their legs and tell her to watch where they were going. She would hit girls on the legs
for silly things like that. It depended on her mood. She would hit girls once or more
than once, but it was always on the legs. It left red welts that went away. She mostly

hit us in the games room because she would be there drinking sherry all the time.
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77. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PGM
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