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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PFN

Support person present: No

1. My name is (SN 2nd my maiden name is (SNl which is the name |

was known by when in Care. My date of birth is ||| Il 1958- My contact
details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. | was born in Duke Street Hospital in Glasgow and brought up in |||
Bridgeton, Glasgow. My dad’s name was || ] and my mum is i} | have
two brothers and two sisters who are |l who was born in 1960, JJliwho was
born in 1968, |l who was born in 1970 and |l who was born in 1975.

3. Life as a child was fine and | had no qualms about where we were. We didn't have a
lot of money but never went without as we had a lot of relatives who lived nearby,
including my gran who stayed next door. During those early years it was just me and
B o were with our mum and dad.

4. Dad left the army and married mum then became a delivery driver and then a coalman
for the area. As a child | would come in from school and played for a while being quiet
or go to Glasgow Green and play. | went to John’s Street Primary and then to John’s
Street Secondary both of which were just a walk away and | would walk there with
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ZF.

28.

29.

30.

31.

The female that did this was quite rough and mannish looking, not the old white haired
woman. She had light brown hair, not short but tied back in a ponytail. She wore more
modern clothes than the head teacher and was taller. The white haired woman was
always hanging about watching people.

Washing/bathing

You got a shower before you went to bed at night. There were four showers with no
curtains with a bench in front of them in the middle of the floor. There were also pegs
on the wall. | would sit on the bench waiting for my turn in the shower. There was no
privacy and or some other member of staff would sit on the bench

supervising.

Sometimes we would get a bath in a small tub in a room next to the showers. | always
hated them because you shared the bath with somebody else and the women who
scrubbed you were really rough. The water was never warm and there was hardly any
of it.

Clothing/uniform

They gave you a floral pinnie which meant | didn’t get to wear the nice clothes my mum
had given me. They also supplied socks and shoes. All the girls wore these pinnies.
They weren't very thick and the place was really cold. | didn’t ask or complain about
this as | was really shy.

Leisure time

We would play outside but you weren't allowed to leave the grounds. Myself and-
would play together just using our imagination as there were no toys or any such thing
for us to play with. - was always comforting me because | was a very shy child
and was always crying.
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43.

45.

46.

47.

out of bed and saying” I'll give you something to cry about”. She took my nightdress
off and made me stand facing the wall for ages while she sat in a seat. That was

Running away

Me and [Jjjj spoke many times about running away but we were too scared to. | don’t
remember hearing about anybody running away.

Abuse at Fornethy House

On one of the first nights | was there | got out of the shower and, while | was still wet,
B -ut me over her knee and hit me three or four times with a slipper
over my bare, wet bottom. This was done in front of the other girls. It happened to me
at least three times during my time there.

All too often | felt | was getting a slap for nothing. You would get the belt in a normal
outside school and you would know why you got it but in Fornethy the staff hit you for
nothing and just whenever they felt like it.

It's strange that the reason | was sent to Fornethy was because of my weight after a
medical examination yet, during my time there, | was never once weighed nor was |
sat down and have my health discussed. At no time did they address whatever the
reason was for me being there so it does beg the question of why | was ever sent to
Fornethy.

Reporting of abuse at Fornethy House

There was nobody to tell what was happening to us at Fornethy House. You were too
scared to speak.
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65.

66.

67.

68.

While in the group with [l she gave my number to || o N
I Ater | left her group [l ohoned me and | gave I which was
e

Records

| have never tried to obtain my records and wouldn’t know how to go about it. However,
when | gave a statement to the police and spoke to the lawyers Thompson and Co,
they said they would try and obtain them. | also spoke to Sandra Toyah from Wellbeing
Scotland and signed a mandate for her to try and obtain them. | have also signed a
mandate regarding my medical records to see if that can assist in obtaining my
records. | haven't heard from any of them for a number of months.

Lessons to be Learned

| would hope that anybody who looked after children would have been properly vetted
to do the job they were supposed to do. | don't think that those who looked after us
were trained to look after children. They were too ready to hit us and | would hope that
sort of thing had stopped. | have no good memories of Fornethy. | am not speaking
out just for myself but for everybody who ever attended Fornethy House.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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