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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PGN

Support person present: No

1. My name is [SMIEEGzg | was married but | didn't take his name so my

name has been [ 2! my life. My date of birth is || 1965. My
contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. | was born in Rottenrow hospital in Glasgow. At that time my family lived in the
Cowcaddens area. After that, we moved to a bigger house in Ibrox. My mum was from
West Kilbride and my dad was from Paisley. My mum’s name is |||

B =< vy dad is [ Thcy had both been married

before but we didn’t know that when we were kids.

3. There were seven of us. | have three brothers and three sisters. My oldest sister is

I Her date of birth is | 1958. My brother Il is born
on [N 1961. My brother [l is born on [ 1963. Then there is

me. Then there is my sister [l who was born on || 1966. Then
is on [N 1262 and I i< I 127 - N 2o B vere from

my mum’s previous marriage but we weren't told that until much later. We were all

treated as brothers and sisters. There was no distinction made.

4. At that time, Ibrox was a very poor, deprived area. We stayed in tenements and there
were a lot of big families. There were good points and bad points. There was a lot of

conflict with neighbours falling out and poverty but also a lot of happiness and love. |
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Mealtimes/food

Breakfast was always porridge and it was the same scenario. Some kids were saying
they didn’'t want to eat porridge, they were told to eat and that they weren’t allowed to
move until they had finished it and got skelped across the head and forced to eat. The
forced feeding was done by Miss Robertson. | think she was a deputy.

The dining hall was downstairs near the laundry. The reason | remember is because
they used to make fish cakes on a Friday and the smell would come out. It tasted like
chemicals. | was forced fed a fishcake and it made me feel sick. | couldn't eat it despite
trying because | knew | was going to get into trouble. We took our laundry down on a
Friday morning and | can remember going past the dining room and smelling the
fishcakes. | would be retching going past and dreading having to eat them every
Friday.

Miss Fletcher was the head teacher. She wasn’t around as much as Miss Robertson
or the other teacher, Miss

Schooling

We didn’t get taught anything at Fornethy. We had classes from ten o’clock to twelve.
We had to copy a letter from the blackboard for our parents. Everybody wrote the exact
same letter. It was along the lines of “we’re having a brilliant time”, a standard issue
letter. It was sent out every week. The teacher was really nice. She was only there for
teaching.

| can remember one girl managed to sneak a letter out to her parents to tell them to
come and get her. They came and got her. | can remember Miss Robertson coming
round all the classes to tell us that that wasn’t allowed. She told us that we weren’t to
worry our parents. | can remember the class teacher was standing in front of Miss

Robertson and reading her expression that she didn’t approve of what she was saying.
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42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

Leisure time

We mainly did walks at the weekend. We were out walking all the time. | can remember
the farm had turnips piled up high. Some people were taken to church. | was taken to
church on the last Sunday before | went home the next day. | was glad to get out of
there for the day. The minister from the church used to visit the school. | don’t know
why.

| went swimming once or twice to help with the wee ones. We went on the minibus to
Perth. | can remember seeing a family and thinking | wanted to tell them what was
happening to get away from the place. | didn’t because | remembered my sister was
back there. My sister didn’t get to go swimming.

We didn’t have to do any chores. However, they were very strict about doing your bed
a certain way. It was almost like the way they do it in hospital. They came round to
check the beds were made properly.

Bedwetting

One morning | can remember looking over and seeing a wee girl with a black eye. |
said to the girl next to me and she said Miss Robertson had done it. | don’t know if the
wee girl had wet the bed. That was quite a bad thing. If somebody wet the bed they
were made to sleep in it and were battered for doing it.

| can’t remember my sister wetting the bed but apparently she did. | don’t know if I've
blocked it out. | can remember girls in the dormitory getting a humiliating beating for
wetting the bed. It was mainly from Miss Robertson but Miss [SUslll would be involved
as well.

Abuse

The whole experience was horrible but the worst incident was in the dorm with the

blue lights on. | think it was only the first week because we hadn’t realised quite how
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48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

strict the rules were. Some of the wee girls said “come on, we’'ll have a sing song”. My
sister and | started belting the song. It was Paper Roses.

My sister and | were singing our hearts out with our eyes closed. | can remember
things going quiet and in that split second thinking “oh they must like our voices,
they've all stopped to listen”. The next thing | remember is a hand grabbing me and
pulling me out the bed. We were dragged along the dormitory, taken into the corridor
slapped and belted all the way along the corridor. It was Miss (Sl

She took us into a library and pushed me and my sister into separate corners. She
told us to face the corner and not to move. | can remember the two of us crying. |
heard Miss (Sl saying she was going to get Miss Fletcher and the belt and that we
were getting a severe punishment. | remember needing to use the bathroom.
Everyone had been talking about Miss Fletcher and how she had a belt and that she
dished out the corporal punishment. | was thinking my sister and | were going to get
belted.

It was freezing in the room and we were standing in our bare feet. She turned the lights
out and left us standing in the dark. We had been told the place was haunted. We
were in sheer terror. Looking back | had a full blown anxiety attack. | was in a pure
state of panic. | was desperate for the toilet and | can remember putting my head out
the door into the corridor shouting “Miss, Miss, Miss” crying, feeling terrified. | think
Miss (Sl shoved me back in the room and didn't listen to me. Apart from that | seem
to have blocked a fair bit of it out.

| can’t remember anything else. | have a vague memory of Miss Fletcher sitting in a
wing backed chair in the room looking at me and my sister smirking as if to say “what
are you crying for?” | also remember standing washing something in the sink and
someone shouting over me. My sister says that | wet myself.

Miss Fletcher was tall and slim. | think she was a bit older than Miss Robertson. Miss
was of stout build. It was harder to determine her age. She wore black glasses.

She had a bull dog that everybody was terrified of. She was on our corridor. She was
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

description. | just remember | didn’t want to be there because they were all strangers.
| can remember the girl | was going with turned and said to me “don’t worry I've been
down before | know what to do”. | don’t know what the memory is and | don’t want to
explore it.

I'm one of those people who can't hide how they feel. I'm sure what happened that
night was the reason | was given the tuck shop gig. | was quite a sensitive kid so | can
imagine that incident affected me badly. | am sure it was obvious that it had affected
me and that’s why | got the tuck shop job.

It was so hard to talk to each other. | can’t even remember any of the other girls’ names
or friendships. It was so strict, everything was regimented. It was really difficult to
remember anybody else. | remember feeling frightened all the time. After that night
with Miss | learned to keep my mouth shut. | disappeared into the ground.

Leaving Fornethy

Before we left we were learning songs for the church service from Joseph’s Amazing
Technicolour Dream coat for il We missed it because we were home before

At the end of our stay there was an outbreak of chicken pox. A few girls got chicken
pox. There must have been overlaps with people coming and going. | am sure three
sisters who were on the same bus as us got it. They were supposed to be going home
with us but they got chicken pox and were told they would have to stay another two
weeks. They were devastated.

People were trying to hide them if they did have them. They were checking us every

day to see if we had them. You had to take your top off and turn round to check for
spots.
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72.

73.

74.

75.

at around nine or ten, she said that | became really nervous and withdrawn. She said
| became fidgety and on edge. | was devastated because it links up with the timeline.

The sadness got worse as | got older. | struggled with anxiety and depression my
whole life. | learned from Fornethy not to complain or say anything because there
wasn’'t any point. There was too much going on in my house, everybody was going
into their teens. | went quiet. | didn’t talk to anybody. | basically disappeared into
myself.

| tried to come out of myself but when | was fourteen | was sexually assaulted by a
friend’s father. So that was me done. My school work suffered. | didn't tell anybody.
Again, | didn’t think was any point because nobody was listening. The man was a
social worker called ||l | went on holiday with him and his two daughters. My
mum didn’t want me to go but | had befriended them. They were Afro-Caribbean. They
were nice and from a nice area and | felt safe with them. | liked them.

We went to Fort William and stayed in a static caravan. | got up one morning and he
pinned me against a wall by my breasts. | couldn’t breathe. | couldn’t do anything and
then he let me go. He was six foot four and | was only a wee lassie. His two daughters
were still in their bed. | went into the toilet and sat in there until one of them came to
get me. | felt so trapped. It happened on the second day and we were there for a week.
There was no way for me to get home, | had no money and we were in the middle of
nowhere. | decided to sleep in between the two girls at night to keep me safe. | thought
if he is going to come and get me he'll have to get past his two daughters. He was
cruel to me so for example, if the daughters didn’t want to do something, he would
look over at me smirking and say “‘what does [EEMlllwant to do” but he was playing
with me. It’s all linked to Fornethy for me. | was completely unaware of how to set safe
boundaries around myself. | remember Mr - was always staring at me,
something | found uncomfortable, but didn't know why.

It was Mr[Jij who suggested | go on the trip to Fort William. | told him | didn't think
my dad would let me go. At that moment | remember feeling undecided about whether

| wanted to go myself but he was insistent | must come and said he would phone my
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76.

7.

78.

dad to convince him to let me go. | am now utterly flabbergasted at this memory as it
has made me realise that his despicable actions were probably premeditated.
Ultimately, Mr [l called my dad and being a social worker and clearly much more
assertive than my dad, managed to convince him to let me go. This makes me sick to
my stomach now. The trip was in the summer holidays and | confided in a friend who
lived in the flat above mine.

When we returned to school, first day of the new term, we were in the same class as
Mr lfs daughter. My so-called friend approached her and said has
something to tell you about your dad!” As we walked into the classroom she was
repeating this, meanwhile, | was pleading with my friend to stop. | didn't want to tell
her and particularly not in front of the whole class as by that time everyone had stopped
talking and were all looking at us. The friend, who was my best friend until Fornethy,
blurted out “Your dad touched her up!” | wanted to die at that moment | really wanted
to die. It was the last time anyone in my class looked at me or talked to me. Some
muttered “Weirdo” under their breath. They took Mr [JJlfs daughter's side as far as
| was concerned as she was far more confident and far more popular than me. My so-
called friend joined in.

There was no teacher to catch me, no one to one to help me focus or even function.
My schoolwork crumbled, | went from being a fairly good student to being unable to
function. | became a complete loner. | was constantly late for classes and played up
to my mum to stay home as much as | could. | remember walking the long avenue
leading up to my school praying the school would just blow up so | would never have

to go again. It was the most agonising and torturous walk.

A new girl arrived, a bit of a misfit like me, we had that in common and became friendly.
| didn't finish fourth year. | left in October and | was sixteen the following [} !
now think my mum was aware there was something seriously wrong with me, | just
think she had no idea what to do about it and our house at that time was fairly chaotic
and full of teenagers. | stayed in my room most of the time not really speaking to

anyone much. | was a naturally quiet person and probably easy to ignore.
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106.

107.

108.

109.

bad person that is affecting kids for the rest of their lives. It horrifies me the thought it
still goes on in this day and age. When | think about the effect that five weeks had on
us. When you think there are kids in care who don’t have anybody to turn to. It must
be horrific. It means a lot for somebody to listen to my experience.

| came forward because | have had time to think about it and reflect on it. It's important
to let people know that these things happened. It's about educating people in these
positions about how to treat kids and how to speak to kids because their actions impact
on kids. If you damage a kid you're damaging them for life. There is good in most
people but it's about being vigilant the people who witness these things it's giving
people a platform to talk about things that happen. Things need to be in place.

My sole purpose for sharing my experiences is in the hope that it will help to pay
forward any improvements in educating young people around their personal
boundaries and safety for themselves and their friends.

| also believe it is important to look at the safeguarding procedures and also any CPD
for people who work with young people in particular; Teachers, coaches, social
workers, care home staff etc and the difficult subject of reporting suspected abuse. In
particular reporting a respected colleague or someone with higher authority and finding
ways to make the process less daunting. Also encourage higher vigilance around
children and signs to look out for in a child who is struggling which may not always be

obvious.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PGN






