Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PKP

Support person present: Yes

My name is [ESSEEEGEEE o- Bl Vv date of birth is I 1957. My

contact details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before going into care

Prior to going into care | was brought up in Glasgow. | stayed with my mother |JJjjij
and father i} | had four siblings, my older sister |l younger brother || I
and two younger sisters [l 2~ IR

My father was employed for many years as a prison warden and spent a lot of this
time at Barlinnie. He lost that job when he was caught selling some things to the
prisoners. He was a heavy drinker and there were numerous incidents of domestic
abuse where he would beat my mother. My father was also a bully to all of us children
and in particular myself and ||l

With dad and his drinking there were lots of times there was no money left in the house
for food. We were often sent to the bakers with a letter asking for credit so we could

get some food.

When we stayed at ||| i~ the Douglas West area there was an incident |
can remember. We were standing outside in the street with some neighbours. As we

stood there he was inside smashing the house up.

There were times when my dad was due home from the pub and mum would take me

into her room. She was hoping that when he came in and saw | was with her nothing
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Later | was introduced to a girl i} through Birthlink. | was told that [l had also
been a resident at Fornethy. Whenever we speak together | am quite adamant for her
not to tell me anything new about my time there, until | have actually remembered
things myself. | want to know the memories are mine and not gaps being filled by
someone trying to be helpful. During my times with-she had carried out research
and found out the teacher with the purple hair was called Miss [EEl

Another girl | met from my time there was a girl called [JJij | went |l Glasgow
I od she il 2 victure which stired a memory of my time in care. We
I <t up. She was under similar impression to
myself that the place we were in care was called Abernethy. It was only after this that
we found it was Fornethy and Abernethy was from a poem we used to say in the home.
It was about the Abernethy biscuits and that is where a lot of my confusion over the
name stems from. She also confirmed that she knew the teacher with the purple hair

was called Miss

Later in life as an adult | received counselling for mental health issues. | have been on
different medications to help me cope with those issues. Many of those treating me
have confirmed that the reasons for going into care, to accompany my sister because
she was under weight, is completely wrong. During some of those sessions they tell
me my lack of memory of my time there is my brain acting like a coping mechanism to
block out the things that upset me.

There were times when | got help to look after the kids, especially my oldest son. He
would probably tell you that he preferred the time with his gran rather than the time
with me. My oldest daughter loved her father so much she refused to believe what
happened to her sister. The family are all now split up in different directions. | tried my
best for the kids but still blame myself for what has happened to them.

Impact

When | left the home and returned to stay with my parents | was scared of the dark. |
would have bad nightmares and night tremors. | would have to have the lights in the
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| hope the Inquiry can help me find the place and confirm that | was there. | am not
interested in compensation as | just want to have the many gaps filled in.

Other information

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

PKP
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