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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PTR

Support person present: No

My name is S and my maiden name was [ My date of birth is[JJj}

I 1957 My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

I was born in and initially stayed in ||| | | S \aryhill, Glasgow with my dad,

I . I = v brothers [N -n IR
I is tvo years older but is known by his middle name | I who is

known as [} is two years younger than me.

My memory from then is hazy but | think we lived there in a ground floor tenement
which had a room and a kitchen with an outside toilet until | was about five years old.

My dad was an accountant and had several jobs and my mum worked in an office. My
dad was middle class and | think had another big house that went to him when his
parents died. | have no real information on that other than he lost it due to drinking and

gambling debts and that was how we ended up in ||| NG

We moved around a few houses but my mum hasn'’t spoken much about my early life.
We moved around a lot of houses because of my dad’s behaviour. We moved to
Blackburn in West Lothian and then back to Glasgow where we stayed in Govanhill. 1
think we had about five houses but these are the ones | remember.
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42.

43.

44,

crying. There was no sense of these little girls are away from home and they need to
be comforted.

The next snapshot of memory is me being force fed. | didn’t like milk and never had.
Even as a baby | would spew and project it out. My mum had to try different things
because | just couldn't tolerate milk. | couldn't even smell it without feeling sick. |
remember from the next again morning after that first night it was porridge for breakfast
and it had milk on the top. | just couldn’t touch it and they would say right you are going
to eat this. One would come behind you and pull your head back whilst another would
force your mouth open whilst they shoved everything in. They were force feeding me
this milky substance and | would be gagging and then they would be holding my

clothes.

This happened loads of times. They had this peach blancmange pudding, it was milky
and again it would be forced down your throat. We got milk before bed and | would do
all sorts of things to try and get out of having that. Again it was as quick as you could
get it down but of course it didn’t agree with me and gave me tummy pains.

It was an utter nightmare and It was a horrible, horrible place. It was during that time
that | used to have this recurring nightmare about home at Govanhill in a red brick
tenement and seeing this giraffe’s neck on a wall and it was all blood where it's head
had been cut off. | now know through my therapy that it was down to the abuse in that
house in Govanhill that there was some kind of penis. It was so horrible. So | had these
night terrors and | would scream out and | think that wasn’t from Fornethy but probably
from what happened before. | would get told off and told not to cry and | would get hit.

| don’t think it was all the staff that abused us. It was a couple of women and | didn't
know any names until | joined the- group. | remember the ladies that stand out
in my mind as the ones who hit me but | didn’t know their names. | can remember their
faces and I've since seen pictures of their faces and | know who they are. | know there
was one with purple hair but | don’t know who the other one was. | remember the name

LBD now but | couldn’t remember it before but | don’t know which one of the two

























































142. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

: PTR
ST .o S . . : 7 0 S O B A A U00
Dated............ NS Nzvemb en 2022
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