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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PLE

Support person present: No

1. My name is [ Vy date of birth is | 1968. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

2. | was born in Perth, Scotland. My mum was called ||| | I out used many
surnames as she had lots of different men in her life. My dad’s name is ||| ]l He
was not part of my life growing up and only had a very brief relationship with my mum
when he was home from the army. | only got to know him when | was 36. | was the
youngest of four children. |JJlfwas the oldest, then |l and then |l They
all had a different father to me. | was the only child that my mum brought up. The other
three lived with my granny or their dad.

3 Throughout my time with my mum she had a lot of relationships with men. As a result
we moved around a lot and mum occasionally had violent partners. | only have fleeting
memories of my childhood. One memory is when my mum and | ‘did a bunk’ from a
house in Auchterarder through the night. We were hitching a lift to get through to
Glasgow. There was an incident when we were in Auchterarder when mum was
getting battered by her partner and we had to go to the police station which was just
across the road. | know that | stayed for a while with my mum in Dennistoun,

Drumchapel and Paisley. | can’t remember the names of the schools | went to.
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4, | am not sure who arranged it but when we were living in Glasgow | was sent to
Fornethy House. | didn’t know that was the name of it until recently. | was told that |
was going to a holiday camp. | am not aware of any social workers visiting the house
before | went there.

5. | have no memories of who took me or how | got to Fornethy. It was definitely summer
time and | had just finished primary one. | would have been either five or six. | have a
vague recollection that | may have been at Fornethy on more than one occasion but |
cannot remember when the other occasion was or how old | would have been.

Fornethy House, Alyth, Perth

6. Fornethy House was a massive white building. As you go in the room to the left was
the classroom. Opposite that was a big office. Further along was a tuck shop on the
wall. Up a few steps was a long dorm with half a dozen beds on each side. My bed
was second on the left. There was an archway leading through to other dorms.

7. The only staff that | remember was a wee fat woman with purple hair who may have
been in her thirties or forties. There was another woman who was skinny, and there

was a man called SRl

8. There were possibly around thirty other girls there and the age range was from around
five up to twelve or thirteen. There were no boys.
Routine at Fornethy House
First day

9. All | remember about my first day was getting stripped when I arrived and being given

other clothes. | was given flowery dresses, navy knickers and black shoes. | remember












DocuSign Envelope ID: B2ZE40CDA-TAET-4EA3-8E73-B2D1DBB92446

25.

26.

27,

28.

29.

crying. | had to sleep like that without any blankets until the morning. At breakfast |
only got half a cup of tea because | had wet the bed.

You were not allowed to leave any food on your plate at meal times. If you left anything
you would be made to eat it. They would stand behind me and one would pull my hair
to make my head go back then the other would force food into my mouth with their
hands. | remember retching when they were doing it but they still rammed it down my
throat. | had to eat it. This was the wee fat woman but | can’t remember who the other
one was that was doing it with her.

There were a couple of times that | remember the wee fat woman sent me to stand
outside her office for some reason. It could have been because | hadn’t eaten all my
food or had been cheeky to her. She then came up to the room, took me inside and
pulled down my knickers. She belted me across the bare backside with her hand. |
think she struck me once both times.

| had chickenpox when | was at Fornethy. | was made to sit in the classroom with a
few other girls who also had chickenpox. Looking back | suppose this was probably to
stop us spreading it to the other girls. | was covered in calamine lotion. We were told
not to scratch by the wee fat woman and if we did she shouted at us then slapped us
across the head.

The male member of staff called (i Was a bit creepy. | actually remember him as
EZ - || he met me in a corridor he would put his arms around me and cuddle
me and call me darling. At the same time he would be rubbing his private parts against
me.

There were three occasions when there were incidents with visiting gentlemen. Each
time came into the dorm when | was sleeping but | have no idea what time it
was. He took me down into a room which was a staff room or their sitting room and it
had a big fireplace. In the room there were three or four smartly dressed men.
left and there were no other members of staff there. One man encouraged me to go

and speak to him and he showed me his pocket-watch. He was wearing a green
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30.

31.

32.

33.

checked suit with a waistcoat. He had silvery grey hair and spoke very properly. He
put his hand down my pants and he made me put my hand on his private parts. There
were other girls about the same age as me with the other men and they were doing
the same thing to them.

Exactly the same thing happened the second time. On the third occasion the same
man made me kneel on the floor then tried to push my head down towards his private
parts. When he did this | ran out the room and went back up to my bed. | was curled
up in a ball and | was sobbing, hiding under my covers. The next morning the wee fat
woman battered me because | had run out the room away from the gentleman. As far
as | am concerned she pimped us out to these men. put me in that room so
him and the wee fat woman obviously knew what was going on.

Reporting of abuse at Fornethy

There was no one | could have told when | was at Fornethy. There was no one | could
trust. | was just put in Fornethy and left there until it was time to come out.

Leaving Fornethy

| am not sure how long | was at Fornethy but it must have been quite a few weeks. |
don’t remember leaving but | do recall travelling back in the car with a woman | got to
know as Lady Lyle. This was the first time | had met her.

Life after being in care

Lady Lyle came to Fornethy and drove me to Perth train station. My mum and my
sister came to meet me. | lived with my mum for a while in a caravan and in several

other houses she lived in with various partners. A good bit of the time | also stayed
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with Thomson'’s solicitors and they wanted to know all about my life before, during and
after Fornethy.

53. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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