Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PFC

Support person present: Yes.

My name is [SSHI 'y surname as a child was[gigll] My date of birth sl

I (975 My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

| was born in Springburn in Glasgow. My dad was |||} I and my mum was
I D-:d didn't work because he was schizophrenic and had a drinking
problem. My mother was disabled with spina bifida and couldn’t work.

I'm the youngest of four children. My brother |Jjjjjjijis four years older than me and
was born in 1971, my sister [ lilwas born in 1973 and my other sister ||
was born in 1974.

We moved about a lot when | was a child, probably every year or so, because my mum
and dad used to get into a lot of debt with money lenders. We stayed in different areas
of Glasgow and we stayed in the countryside in Perthshire. We missed a lot of
schooling because of that. We were poor and mum and dad’s decisions might not
have been quite right, but they loved the bones off us kids. They looked after us as

best they could and we were happy.

I've since learned that there were social workers involved with us, but | don’t remember
anything about that. |1 also know that we were in Ruchill Disease Hospital at one point
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141.

| hope that any issues or problems a child in care in the future has are noted and
categorised properly. If organisations have to be set up for the protection of children,
those children need to come before a budget. Those children will very likely come
with problems, they will be hurting for their parents and they need empathy,
compassion and stability.

People wonder why the system is broken, why there is so much drug and alcohol
abuse and why there are so many people with mental health issues. It is because
those people that are suffering have been overlooked during their most vulnerable

years.

The sad thing is that it's taken the exposure of the abuse for these highly educated
people, who make the decisions for governments on how these childcare institutions
are run, to come to a realisation. The abused must be listened to so that we can

change the abusers.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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