Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

My name is My date of birth is-1963. My contact details are
known to the Inquiry.

Life before going into care

I was born in Glasgow. My mum was || ]l and my dad was || |

think we stayed in [ ]l G'asgow before moving to Milton. At the time | was
born | had an older brother called |Jffwho was two years older than me. | also
had a younger sister called || lifwho was eleven months younger than me. My
dad worked and | think he was a coalman. My mum stayed at home and looked after

us. My mum went on to have four more children [l [N T 2~< I who

were five, seven, nine and ten years younger than me respectively.

| think life at home was good, | can’t remember anything bad. | went to Chirnsyde
Primary School. Before going to Fornethy | hadn’'t stayed away from home or away
from my parents.

When my mum was pregnant with my younger brother-or my sister -my
sister was getting to go to Fornethy but she didn't want to go herself so that it why |
went. | think it was my mum that told us we were going. | don’t know why my sister
was picked to go but it might have been respite for my mum when she was pregnant.
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would have just forgotten about it. That has really been the most it has been talked
about in my family. || il hasn't spoken about any of the times she was at

Fornethy. My other sister went to Castle Toward

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Although | don’t have a lot of memories about Fornethy when | think back now as an
adult it makes me feel that it was a horrible place. | think there was probably more bad
things that happened but | just can’t remember.

Impact

Although | left home at sixteen and got pregnant going on to have three kids | think |
have been okay. | think | have just blocked it out and | don’t think about it often.

My own children didn’'t go on any school trips or holidays but based on my experience
| wouldn’t have let them go.

Treatment/support

| have never spoken about my experiences and | think they have threatened us or said
something bad causing me not to tell. | never spoke to my family and it is funny not

telling them and not even telling your mum.

I had been a member of the Fornethy || fll oroup and the woman | used
to stay two doors from my mum. | did something with my phone and ended up with
another |l account so | don't put anything on it because 1 don't know what |
am doing. | am terrible with technology. To be honest | don’t think you want to hear
about that stuff all the time.
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Reporting of Abuse

| have never reported any of this to the police.

Records

| have never requested any records but this is something | would be interested in. |

can get my sister to do that for me as she knows more about that than | do.

Lessons to be Learned

| think that the attitude towards children and the way carers treat people has to change.

| hope to help someone else by giving my statement. | don’t think | am the only one

who experienced this.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.




