Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PRX

Support person present: No

My name is (RSN NNEGEGEGEE 'y date of birth is | 1971 My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.
Life before going into care

| was born in Truro and when | was around six years old we moved to Newquay, both
in Cornwall. | stayed there with my mum [ father [Jlland my three older sisters

I

My older sister i had problems with my dad and had been placed in care in
Newquay. When she was sixteen she left the care system and moved up to Scotland.
Mum and dad had problems and they split up when | was eight years old. | was told
later in life that the reasons for the split was that my father was abusive to my mother
and my sister [l 1 was told that if he was taking anything out on | illne would

use his trouser beilt.

When mum and dad split we all moved with mum to stay with my gran in the Blairdardie
area of Glasgow. To help ease us going to Glasgow mum told us it was just for the
Easter holidays, but it was only later we found we were staying there permanently. We
eventually got our own flat in Knightswood. When we moved there it was mum, me,

B B - ¢ her son, [ I 2'ready her own flat.

Initially | went to Blairdardie primary school and transferred to Knightswood primary
school. There were never any issues when | was at school and | enjoyed my time there
and was quite good at the subjects being taught.
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| had to leave the group and about May/June 2021 | [jjjjj ancther | S IR
I Grouo Il < Vo contacted a foster carer | was talking to that

| had been saying some bad things about the carer. | later spoke with the carer and
she told she me she was judging me about my kids having been placed in care. She
also told me about some of the things [Jj had been saying to cause trouble
between us. We sorted it all out and she is part of the new group.

Since | [ijthe group, which has about forty members, [JJiliiis st | NEGzG

I o the old Jlllllthreatening me, all because | am not following her way. | was
being helped by Well Being Scotland and told Janine Rennie there about the threats.
She was trying to me tell to ignore what was being said, but that is easier said than
done.

| have always had an interest in baking and | am now in Further Education to help me
with this.

Impact

My time at Fornethy has affected my whole life. | stopped being interested in my
education. | have no trust with anyone in authority. If | had not gone to Fornethy my
education would not have suffered and | would still have trust in people.

Recently | have had been suffering from nightmares. My partner [Jjjjjjj tells me that |
have been talking in my sleep talking about Fornethy woods. | am also afraid of dark
rooms. If | am on my own in my house then all the lights are on. This stems all the way
back to being in that dark room at Fornethy.

There was never any praise given to the children for any good deeds. | even started
believing what the staff were saying about my mother not loving me and it had an
effect on our relationship. We are past that now and | get on well with my mum.

I am looking to see if | can get some support and counselling. | don’t want to take any
anti-depressants. Future Pathways have been helping move this forward.
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Other information

Later in life | did speak to | about my experiences at Fornethy. Although | don't

know her address | am aware that a reporter from the ||| | [ | [ |Gz TGN

managed to trace Miss Fletcher. Miss Robertson was traced to Essex and | know
I o the Il oroup did manage to speak to her but she denied any abuse.

Sandra Toyer from Well Being Scotland put a message-original group-. It
was to say that there should be no malice on the group- She also said that there
should not be different sides on the group and if it was to continue she would have no
choice but to leave the group. Despite her trying to help people she has since left it.

| have been back to Fornethy with || | have also been

back with some of the girls | know and am friendly with.

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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