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There was no care in there and the staff weren’t interested in you. We were locked up

for 23 hours in the day so there isn’'t much else to tell about the place.

Glenochil Young Offenders Institution

| was in Glenochil a couple of times when | was seventeen years old. The longest
stretch | did in there was a few months.

There were different gangs in Glenochil depending on if you were from Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Fife or wherever and there was a lot of bullying and violence. | kept myself
to myself but a couple of boys in there took a dislike to me and wanted to stab me. |
don’t know why. | ended up locking myself in my cell to stay safe. The staff in there
didn’t care either.

| was completely alone by this point as | had no family to speak of, no social worker
and | didn’t know what | would do or where | would go when | got out.

Life as an adult

| fell out with my mum and [ so was staying with other relatives on their couches.
| was drinking and taking any drugs | could find, and | was really violent by this point
so | ended up on the streets. | got a few beatings because of my mouth. | had basically

turned into something | wasn't.

My family turned my back on me and Tam Paton was all | had so | ended up going
back there and stayed involved with violence and drugs. | ended up working for Tam
for years. | did a couple of wee spells in and out of prison as an adult. | think Tam
pulled strings to keep me out of prison with his high up contacts. He himself was caught
red handed with a lot of drugs a lot of times and nothing ever happened to him and

nothing really happened to the guys who worked for him.
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care institutions. That impacted my whole life. | served a long prison sentence as an
adult because of involvement with drugs.

| was groomed by Tam and he ended up being in my life for years, until he died,
because | had nobody else by the time | left care because | was so messed up. My
kids even called him Uncle Tam, which was really weird for me. | went to Tam’s funeral
and | was so relieved that the connection with him was finally over. | realised after he
died that he had had a hold over me all those years and | felt really stupid for letting it
happen.

I look at junkies and criminals who do bad things and | can see that their experiences
have made them like that, and then to realise | was also part of that ,was hard for me
to accept. My wife and kids have suffered because of my mood swings over the years.
| also used to hurt myse!f ||| G Y
friends and family suffered because | would drink and fight with anyone if | thought
they were being cheeky to me. | had a lot of violent thoughts. | got into a lot of fights
and it wasn't the real me. My time in care and direct experiences from that, is what led
me to acting like that. Even now, certain smells and sounds will trigger strong

emotional or angry reactions.

There are a lot of people who suffered more than me and guys in care who have taken
their own lives. | think about my time in care all the time, even now. It always has, and
sometimes still does, take me to dark places. They are horrible memories. | don’t think
| would be alive now if it wasn’t for my wife. | think | would have harmed someone else

or killed myself if it wasn’t for her.

Reporting of Abuse

My lawyer contacted Ponton House to get information. They sent an email back to him
and denied knowing who | was, and in the same email said that | was moved from
there because | was violent and suspected of being homosexual. That is a clear

contradiction.
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| have spoken to the police about my experiences. | am going to court in October to

be a withess in a case against Sticky Wilson.

Records

My lawyers got my social work records but they are a lot of rubbish. They say that |
went into Calder Grove when | was fifteen and a half, when | was actually thirteen
years old. They have also redacted it all apart from bits that talk about me being bad.

There are no social work records or medical records for a big gap in my time in care.

It is really weird and scary.

Before | went to jail on the drugs charge in 2013, my wife and | were thinking of going
to Australia so an in depth search was done of our records. | had been in jail and
everything as a teenager by this time but they found nothing at all on me, yet they
came back with a charge of breach of the peace for my wife from when she was
thirteen years old. | think Tam Paton had all of my criminal activity wiped using his high
up contacts. | saw judges, police, and high up members from the prison service all
attend parties at Tam Paton’s house. | was introduced to them when | was there as an
adult. | think someone somewhere had cleared my records. When | was sent to prison
in 2013, they had to create a new prison number for me because they had no previous

record on me. It was so bizarre.
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