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Questions from Mr Sheldon

MR SHELDON: Thank you, my Lady.

Well, good morning, Alastair.
As Lady Smith has said this morning, the purpose is
really just to look through the A to D response --

Mm-hmm.

MR SHELDON: -- as we call it, and I'll come to that just in

a moment.

But you also very helpfully provided us with a CV
and I think that should be in front of you as well.

And I don't need your date of birth, but I think you
were born in 1946, is that right?
That's correct, yes.
And put short, you were educated in Musselburgh,
Musselburgh Grammar, and went to college in Edinburgh
and you were employed principally as an architectural
technician, is that right?
That's correct, yes.
And later as a branch's building surveyor with Scottish
and Newcastle.

Passing on to the next section of your CV, there's
a section on voluntary service and, if I may say, that's
quite an impressive resume, with service in the Boys'
Brigade and as a musician playing the bugle and I think

the drums, is that right?
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If we can just go back to the previous document, that's
the report, RHH-000000044, just to look a little bit at
that, just to get a flavour of it.

We see the -- on page 2, the second column, there is
a report for the year ending 31 December 1943. Close of
the year, first paragraph, there were in the home
29 boys of whom four were apprentices.

Second paragraph:

'Apart from one boy who ran away to his mother, who
kept him, after he had been in the home only a few days,
the admissions include eight boys whose parents were
separated, homes broken ...'

And so on.

'The ten boys who left the home during the year,
seven found homes with relatives whose circumstances had
improved.' And we're told, for example: 'Of the
remaining three boys, one went to the navy, onementally
backward, was removed by the Poor Lawauthority, and one
ran away to his mother as stated.'

There's then a section about the finances of the
home and over the page, about halfway down, there's
a note that:

'Boys of school age attend the local school at

Fisherrow.'
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was still a satisfactory level.'

So it certainly appears that numbers have gone

down --

Fallen off, yes.

-- fairly significantly, but that is still regarded as
a high occupancy level?

Mm-hm.

Page 28, please. There is a note, again the
houseparents' report, and this is 1983, I should have
taken that, sorry. It was page 27, minutes of

a meeting, October 1983.

And over the page, the houseparents' report:

'"One of the older boys had assaulted a younger boy
last week and the matter reported to both boys' social
workers.'

So I suppose if one were to guibble, Alastair, that
would appear to be an example of --

Yeah.

-- abuse taking place within the home?

Absolutely, yes.

And in the next paragraph we're told that on

a particular occasion a resident attacked
and Mrs and charges were pressed.

First of all, do we know who is or was?
No knowledge of or Mrs .
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All right. I think we know that Mrs was a member
of staff, but perhaps less certain about [SINVIEEE-
And we are told the boy appeared in the District Court
and was given a deferred sentence.

I suppose the question that arises there is, this
boy's done something really quite --
Serious, aye.
-- guite serious. There doesn't seem to be any
indication that the governors or the board were asking
themselves why?
Again, not being party or privileged to have been a part
of the board at that time, it's something that
I personally cannot answer.

Can we look at another document, please, RHH-000000019.

LADY SMITH: , Mr Sheldon, if , whose

identity is protected and not to be disclosed outside
this room, married somebody called, it might be

her.

MR SHELDON: That was my immediate thought, my Lady, yes.

I just want to close then, Alastair, by asking you
about the Redress Scheme. 2Am I right in thinking that
Red House Home Trust is not a member of the Redress
Scheme?

That's correct.

Was there ever consideration of joining the scheme?
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being a trustee of the Red House Trust. But
I'm grateful to you for bearing with us and deing your
best to answer as fully as you can.
Now, do feel free to go and I hope you have
a relaxing day for the rest of today.
A. Thanks very much.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: So before I rise for a break, names again.

I mentioned all of these yesterday: [SEaNGEG
EWC-EWD , and now who may also be
. None of these people are to be identified

as referred to in our evidence outside this room. The
names can be used here, but not beyond there if it's
in -- by reference to our evidence.
Now, Mr Sheldon, the plan now is for you to hand
over after the break for Ponton House.
MR SHELDON: I will hand the baton to Mr Peoples.
LADY SMITH: Yes.
MR SHELDON: And that is to start at 2 o'clock, my Lady,
I think.
LADY SMITH: 2 o'clock, yes. Very well.
Well, I'll rise now until 2 o'cleock. Thank you very
much.

(11.32 am)
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without being able to pack any clothes. I found
Ponton House was two three-bedroomed houses converted

into one. I think there were about 20 boys staying

there. There were two members of staff, LAdE ;

them stayed in the house overnight to look after the
residents. There might have been a part-time cook as
well just for the meals. The house was run by the
Ponton Trust and they had an office near Tollcross.

'"When I arrived, I was taken to the office and met

by [ and SR . As soon as I was in the
office,locked the door. [Rgl said

I should sit on his lap and as I sat there, he put his
hands down the back of my trousers and then moved his
hands round to the front. I jumped up and fell onto the
floor. (G ade Ll oren the door saying that they
had to be careful, "he" might tell the police.

'T ran out of the room straight into the snooker
room where one of the other kids, who was about [to
turn] 16, was playing pool. He saw that I was really
scared and he seemed to know what had happened. He told
me not to worry as it happens to everyone in the office
when they arrive. He went on to tell me that if
I allowed that sort of thing to take place, I would be

given some money and allowed to go to their parties at
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Polwarth or Bruntsfield where I would get more cash,
sweets, cigarettes and drink.

'"The normal routine at Ponton House was: we were
taken by either or, whoever was on duty during
the night, we would get washed and down for breakfast
and off to school or, if older, perhaps work. We had to
make our beds and if they were not made, would
make you go back and do it properly. Sometimes this
made us late for breakfast and on some occasions late
for school. While there, I still took the bus to high
school. If we were late for school we would be given
the strap on our hands by the teachers. No allowances
were given in school for boys and girls the school knew
were in care.

'The staff must have been given a grant for
clothing, but [EEJ or Sl vent to the shops and you
were made to wear whatever they brought back. At the
weekends, we were given some pocket money and would be
allowed to walk to the pictures. Generally at night we
were not allowed out and either watched television or
played pool or snooker in the games room. 1 was never

visited by family or social work while I stayed there.

My mother was in England with _
'I had been warned by [two boys] that [KEHEEEEGE

would often come into the bedrooms at night. [Ral
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would place his hands under the covers and abuse the
boys sleeping there. I remember being awake one night
when either Drcame into the room. He seemed
to be just prowling around our room, but luckily he did
not come near me on that occasion.

'Later during my stay there, [Rgll approached
me a couple of times and asked if I was interested in
going to a party. I was told by some others in
Ponton House who had been at the parties that if I was
to allow older men there to abuse me, that I would be
paid by them. They told me about money they had been
given.

'[A particular boy] at Ponton House could not cope
with all the abuse that was taking place there and when
he was about 16, he committed suicide. He had avoided
going to the parties and would not tolerate grooming.

'During the day, I would still attend Ainslie Park
High School. From the school records I later saw, my
address was shown as Ponton House. I remember being

sent to NG oo~ at school as one of the

teachers accused me of being disruptive in the class.

I was punished within SIS room. He made me

lower my trousers and was caned six times over my
underwear. Teachers did not know that coming from the

life I had known, I could not help but to be "disruptive
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in class™.

'After taking part in PE, we would have showers,
which were open to all with no privacy. When we were in
the shower rooms, one of the teachers, |JiGrant, would
come and walk around the shower area and touch us all
up. I remember one of the times I was in the showers
and -Grant touched [me up] again. It wasn't Jjust
a pat on the body as he passed, it was an aggressive
fondle. This happened to us on many occasions.

Hundreds of assaults on children, no convictions ever.
'"This happened to a local tough lad who had told
about the abuse. His brother was in a gang at the time.

Together the brother and some of his mates waited for
G ant. After school, he was beaten badly and he
ended up in hospital for about three weeks. He was
sacked and I was told [he left Scotland] and got another
post. I found [this] out later.

'"There was another teacher, Mr McLaughlin, who was
a good guy. He was aware of what -Grant was up to
and reported him to SIS , but I don't think
-Grant ever went to court. The police were also
involved and were given statements by some of the
pupils.

'Ponton House was eventually shut down after

an inguiry and bothand IO cre taken away in
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handcuffs. I'm not sure how the police got involved,
but somebody must have reported things to them. Along
with the other residents, we were spoken to by the CID.
I told them about the boys being groomed and the offer
of money and the parties. In the end, I was told by
a friend of mine thatwas sentenced to six years

was given two to three years. I do not know

dates or where these men served their time.

'Social work must have arranged some sort of cover
as we were not moved out for a short time. Along with
two police officers, two social workers transferred me
and another guy to the YMCA at Manor Place. I was only
there for a couple of weeks and shared a room there with
[another] guy.'

In paragraphs 49 to 70 of his statement, the witness
speaks about his time at Wellington Farm in Penicuik.

I will now move to paragraph 71 of the statement,
where the witness speaks about his time after care.

And, indeed, there he tells us that he was 16 when he
left Wellington Farm and wasn't given any notice about
leaving.

I will move to paragraph 81, where the witness
speaks about the impact that his time in care has had on
him and that's from paragraph B81:

'The abuse I suffered affected how I performed at
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statement, the witness provides evidence in relation to

his time at Clifton Hall School in Newbridge RiiCClgll

Secondary Institutions - tc

Between paragraphs 52 and 80 of his statement, the
witness speaks about his time at Fettes College in
Edinburgh, where he describes suffering physical and
sexual abuse by Iain Wares, which began when the witness
was aged 9 or 10 years old. The witness describes
reporting this abuse to the headteacher and that nothing
was done about it.

I will read from paragraph 81, when the witness 1is
describing what happened when he left Fettes College:

'After I was pulled out of Fettes, I was meant to
attend a state school, Craigmount High School. I didn't
go because of what Iain Wares did to me, specifically
because of that. Because I didn't go, social services
got involved and that's why I was taken away from the
parental home at l4-and-a-half or 15 years of age.

'TI went to Craigmount on the odd days here and
there. After coming out of Fettes, I found the
education system abhorrent. I found it extremely hard
to be around teachers and just being in that
environment. I think the school must have contacted the
social services because I was bunking off a lot and as

a result, they got involved. Social services were
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MS MACLEOD: That completes what we're reading in this
afterncon and there is a witness scheduled for tomorrow
morning and tomorrow afternoon, and my understanding is
that it's an 11 o'clock start tomorrow morning.

LADY SMITH: Yes, that's right. Thank you very much.

Now, before I rise, a couple of names we've used
this afternoon of people whose identities are protected
by my General Restriction Order. They're not to be
referred to as mentioned in our evidence outside this
room, and that was and , but
I think those were the only ones.

Thank you wvery much indeed. Thank you.

Good. Thank you.

(2.37 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 11.00 am

on Friday, 1 May 2026)
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