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-- by the time they all came.

'Sandra', you then go on to tell us about Eversley
Children's Home from paragraph 13, so I'm just going to
go and ask you some gquestions about that now; is that
okay?

Yeah.

You seem to have a good recollection of the house and
the layout and you give us quite a detailed description
in the paragraphs from paragraph 13 onwards.

Yeah.

I think you say it was essentially a beautiful mansion
house, is that right?

Mm—hrm .

It had a massive back garden and you say in that, there
were separate buildings that were the laundry room and
the recreational room, is that right?

Mm~hmm .

And above this recreational room was where
had a flat?

Yeah.

That's of the home. And you tell us that she
was the only member of staff who lived on the

premises --

Yeah.

-- is that right?
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there was a turn on the landing and another short flight
of stairs up, and at the top there were two doors, one
on the left and one on the right. The one on the left
led into -- onto a hallway and there were two bedrooms,
with a toilet in the middle, and you explain that one of
those bedrooms had two beds in it and the other had four
beds in it, and it would depend how old you were as to
which bedroom you were in?

Yeah.

And as you got older, you would move from a bedroom with
more beds to another bedroom with less beds; is that
right? And I think you explain the bedroom with the two
beds in it was for the oldest girls?

Yeah.

You tell us then that the door on the right led onteo
another hall and off of that was another bathroom and
four more bedrooms, and you say that the hall turned to
the left and then if you walked on, you would come to
‘s office straight ahead?

Yes.

You say some of those bedrooms were also for girls, but
to the right of the bathroom was one of the boys'
bedrooms?

Yeah.

And you think there were about 30 children at Eversley
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of all ages, as we've said, the oldest being about 15 or
so. And certainly you were in there until 1977, is that
right?

Yeah.

So by the time you left you were, I think, 15/167?

15

Yeah'.

'Sandra', you go on to say that Eversley was run by
Glasgow Corporation, as it was called at the time, and
you tell us that , that's
what you recall, is that right? [Ra& ?

That's right, yeah.

and you say ERENEN -~
No, IEAEE it was .

okay, right. and you te1l us EEEGTGTINN -

a nun called Sister Christine Sherard?
That's right.

She also had an office and that was down the bottom of

the hall, past the kitchen. And then
SNR her was someone called [RS ?

Yeah.

And you say Sister Christine wasn't bad, but
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You say you also remember someone called

and he used to wear big glasses and baggy corduroy
trousers?

Yeah.

You tell us that he started on the staff after Steven,
and became the housefather in your house. So that was
RLO who became your housefather, is that
right?

And you say you don't think that they were
particularly friendly, I think this is Steven and [j{Re
becausewas always a bit odd and didn't seem to
mingle in with the rest of the staff, yeah? Is that

your recollection?

Yeah.
You tell us about someone called @M who was
one of the night staff, and you say she was 'evil', is

the way you've described her. And you also remember
John Marshall and you say he was a housefather for one
of the other houses and you tell us he then married
RLD ; is that right?

Did you know that at the time, 'Sandra'?
No.
No. Is that something you found out later on?
Later, vyeah.

So you weren't aware of that --
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No.

-- whilst you were living in the home?

No, it was after.

Okay. But certainly he was somebody who was there at
the same time you were there, at one point?

Oh yeah, yeah, yeah. About '73 -- maybe '747

Okay. And you talk about him a little bit more,
'Sandra'. You say 'he was a nasty piece of work'?
Yeah.

And you mentioned someone called as well
and you say 'she was nasty as well'?

Yeah.

What was her role?

She was just a member of staff.

Okay.

She wasn't a housemother. She was like -- you had your
housemother and your housefather and then you had other
members of staff, you know.

But she was involved in the care of --

Yeah.

She wasn't a domestic member of staff?

No.

She was involved in care, okay. Because you tell us
there were also domestic staff and you remember one in

particular, who was an old lady who used to serve the
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dinner, and you remember the cook who you say was
marvellous and she used to sneak you bits and pieces as

you went into the kitchen?

Yeah.
You tell us that was always referred to as
Yeah.

So you would never use her name, is that right?

No.

And Sister Christine was predominantly referred to as
'Sister'?

Yeah.

But the other members of staff, you would just use their
first names?

Yeah.

And they also called you by your first name?

Yeah.

Okay.

'Sandra', you kind of tell us a little bit about
what you recall of your first day and arriving at
Eversley, and you say you remember being taken in the
car from your mum's house by a female social worker and
you say there was somebody else with the social worker,
you think, but you said you had no idea where you were

going; is that right? So no one explained to you where
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You say before you went to school, you'd all come out of
your rooms one room at a time and you'd have to stand in
a line?

Yeah.

And staff would give you a spoonful of something and
you've described that as 'horrible brown stuff'?

Yeah.

Did you know what that was?

No. I suppose nowadays you give children vitamins,

don't you, but it was brown stuff -- oh, I don't know
what it was. But, yeah, we used to be given that every
morning.

I think you say it was like Marmite?

That was it.

So was that the consistency?

Similar, yeah.

And you say seemingly it was to make sure our bones were
growing right?

Yeah, so we were told.

So that's something you were told, was it?

Yeah.
And normally it would be who gave it to
you?
Yeah.

And you say you refused to take it one day, and what

22
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in the clothes --

No, because in the hallway, where all the bedrooms were,
and (RNl < room is at the end, there was a big
cupboard just here, in between two bedrooms -- no,
bedroom, bedroom. And then it was here, big massive
cupboard. And in there was all the vests, the pants,
the socks. You stood and that's where -- yeah; yeah.
And I think you say though you remember at one time you
were all delighted because eventually you were given
your own pants to wear?

Yeah.

So there came a point when you were actually given your
own pants?

Yeah, and you had to keep them clean yourself, like wash
'em and stuff.

As you've said, the Sunday best clothes though were the
ones that were allocated to you specifically, and you --
Yeah.

-- particularly remember a navy blue velvet dress with
a little frilly collar that was yours?

Yeah.

And that was something that I think you say you liked?
Yeah.

And then you explain that when you went to secondary

school, you got your own clothes, as in uniform, because
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guite -- that happened a few times, yeah.

You tell us a little bit about the religious situation
and you say that there were Catholics and Protestants at
Eversley?

Mm—hrmm .

But religion wasn't a big thing, and even though
Christine, Sister Christine, was
a nun, she didn't wear a nun's uniform?

No.

But she did used to spout religion?

Yeah.

And you tell us the Catholics had to go to the chapel
for confession and the Protestants went te the church
that was on the opposite corner to your primary school,
and that you would be walked down there every Sunday,
two by two in a crocodile formation, and then after that
you would go on to Sunday School in the church hall?
Yeah.

And you used to enjoy going to the Sunday School?

Yeah.

I think when you were talking earlier, 'Sandra', about
some of your friends going to a different school, was
that because people were split according to religion;
there was different schools?

Religion, yeah.
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But certainly at Eversley it was a mixed home?

Yeah.

And from your point of view, did there seem to be any
issue about different religions?

No, I don't ever remember.

You go on, 'Sandra', to tell us that you were expected
to make your beds and keep your room tidy, but there
wasn't any other work or chores types of things to do,
is that right?

No.

There were domestic staff who did the cleaning, but when
you were older, I think you mentioned this earlier,
you'd wash your own underwear?

Yeah.

But there was no expectation to do chores.

You tell us that the staff would take you out to the
pantomime at Christmas, but there was never any other
day trips that you remember. There was two or three
trips to the seaside when you were younger, where you'd
go in taxis, which was a good day out.

And the only holidays you remember were to two
caravans down in Maidens?

Yeah.
and you say [[EJjand different members of staff would

take you down there in the summer and you used to enjoy
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By that time.

And I think you tell us that you did go home for a few
weekends and you stayed with your mum and your stepdad?
Yeah.

And then your younger brothers and sisters, I think you
say there was two sisters and a brother at home at that
time, is that right?

Yeah, and then another younger one came later.

But you explain that while your mum was fine during the
day, she would start drinking?

Yeah.

And you say that over one weekend visit she, the way you
described it is, 'beat the living daylights' out of you?
Yeah, yeah, and they had to come and get me to take me
back to the home.

So I think you tell us a neighbour had to phone the
police?

Yeah.

And after that, you stopped seeing your mum for a while?
Yeah.

You also tell us at paragraph 75, 'Sandra', that when
you were about 14 or 15 you went to stay with a family
who stayed in either Nitshill or Priesthill and you did
that about four or five times. So this was weekends, is

that right?
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LADY SMITH: Ms Forbes.

MS FORBES: My Lady.

'Sandra', I think you say that initially when your
two sisters came into Eversley, you were in the same
house --

Yeah.

-- as them and then later your brother. However, that
changed because you tell us that a couple of years
later, [[EJscered to get your birth certificate and
found out that you had a different father from them, and
a different surname?

Yeah.

And then when she found that out, she separated you from
your siblings?

Yeah, yeah.

And she moved you into a different house and she told
you that they weren't your sisters and brother?

Yeah.

And you say that you'll always remember that and it
broke your heart?

Always; 'cos my little sisters got so upset about it.
And that you'd been there together with them for at
least a few years at that point?

Yeah, yeah.

With your sisters, in any event. But you say that you
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1 A. Yeah, yeah.

2 Q. And you tell us then that Norma used to come and see you

3 regularly and take you out in her car occasionally, and
4 you'd be told she was coming and you'd look forward to
5 it. But you tell us though that it would be then used
6 as a punishment?

7 A. Yeah.

8 Q. Or a threat of a punishment to you, that if you did

9 something wrong or they thought you'd done something
10 wrong, that you wouldn't be allowed to see her?

11 A. No, that was my punishment, and even if she turned up,
12 I still wasn't allowed to see her.

13 LADY SMITH: How did that make you feel? How did it make
14 you feel?

15 A. Angry. Very angry.

16 LADY SMITH: So on an occasion like this, how long before
17 the visit would you have known that she was coming to
18 see you?

19 A. 0Oh, you would always know, but she would, nine times out

20 of ten, tell you when she was coming next anyway. But
21 then the member of staff would then say to you: 'Oh,
22 you've got -- your social worker's coming'. So you'd
23 know yourself, you'd get ready for your social worker
24 coming, but I'd always know because she'd tell me when
25 she was coming. But obviouslyknew when the
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Yeah.

And you say you were never away overnight because you'd
always get caught and you weren't really good at hiding,
and you say that who you have mentioned
earlier, one of the staff, she lived locally and she
caught you a few times and used to drag you back?

Yeah.

And you say that you ran away once when you were on
holiday at the caravans in Maidens as well, and you
jumped on a boy's motorbike and went with him to the
funfair in Girvan?

Yes.

But you say that youngsters used to run away as well,
and you mention a particular young boy, who you name,
who was hiding in the bushes in the grounds?

Yeah.

You tell us that one time you ran away with a girl that
you were sharing a room with, but you didn't get far,
and you say that you and her ran out the fire escape in
the boys' room, and you say you managed to persuade the
girl, because she was scared, but you managed to
persuade her to carry on, but you got caught not long
after?

Yeah.

But you go on to tell us that you suffered for that, and
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yvou tell us about being taken separately into

Sister Christine's office by . And what
punishment were you given in there?

Oh, we got the cane.

And so, I think you say separately, because you say you
each got the cane. Was this separately that you each
got the cane?

Separately, yeah.

So the girl wasn't in the room with you at the time that
that happened?

I don't recollect so, no.

But you explain how that happened and you say she bent
you over the table?

Yeah.

And hit you four or five times on the backside with it,
on top of your clothes, but it left marks --

Yeah.

-- where she'd hit you. And you can't really remember
what as saying to you. Is that when this is
happening?

Yeah.

When she's caning you? But you say it never stopped you
from running away.

No. If anything, it makes you want to run even more.

And would that be a punishment you got each time you ran
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away?

Pretty much.

You say that the home would report you missing to the
police and it was usually the police that would bring
you back. The staff wouldn't go out looking for you.
And you say you used to go to your friend's house and
you say the police found you there once, hiding in the
wardrobe?

Yeah.

And you mention there being a big, blue police box that
they used to have?

Yeah.

You said you would call it a 'Doctor Who box', and the
local bobby, the policeman, would often be in there and
as you'd walk by, he'd tell you not to run away that
night because he was on the nightshift?

'Cos he was on nightshift, yeah.

But you say he was somebody that toock you back many

a time?

Yeah.

And you explain, each time you were taken back you would
be punished. It wasn't always the cane from [

You say sometimes you were put in a room and told not to
come out.

Yeah.
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you were in one of their houses watching the football.
RLL lived across the road and saw you and came
over and told you to go back to the home and you
refused, but she dragged you back anyway?

Yeah, 'cos where she lived, it's literally just round
the corner from where the children's home was, so it

wasn't far to drag, if you know what I mean.

LADY SMITH: So on that occasion you were running away so

A.

that you could get to watch the football with friends.
I wasn't really running away, I just wanted to go and
watch the football but I wasn't allowed, so I went

anyway.

LADY SMITH: On the other occasions you ran away, and you

tell me you ran away a lot, what were the reasons that
you were doling so?

Just to get out of there. Just -- and sometimes you
didn't go anywhere. 1It's not like you ran away, you ran
away to go and go to somebody's house or whatever.
Sometimes you'd just go and sit in the park. You
didn't -- you didn't necessarily go anywhere, to see

anyone.

LADY SMITH: So you give me the impression it was to get

A.

freedom?

Yeah, 100 per cent.

LADY SMITH: Your own space?
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A. Your own space mostly. 'Cos as you get older, you know
yourself, I mean, I have children myself, and as they
get older, they need that little bit more space for
thelr personal things and just to think sometimes, you
know?

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: 'Sandra', you say there was another occasion
that , you mentioned her before, you say she
accused you of stealing a ring from the couple you
went -- that you were fostered out to at weekends?

A. Yeah.

Q. You hadn't done that, but as a result of that
accusation, you weren't allowed out after that, and then
she also told you she wanted you to go on the pill?

A. Yeah.

Q. How old were you at that time, do you remember, roughly?

A. About 13, roughly.

Q. You say, 'Sandra', you hadn't had a relationship with
any boy?

A. No.

Q. But ,and Cathy Hastie started saying that
you were being promiscuous, and you say that hurt you at
the time because it wasn't true, andtold you
that she would tell Norma, your social worker, and you

were then worried that Norma wouldn't come back to see
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you?

Yeah, I mean, as I say, about them saying about me being
promiscuous, I don't know whether it was because all my
friends were boys. Erm, I only had one girl friend, but
the rest, 'cos we enjoyed football and stuff, you know,
so, I think.

And you tell us that this occasion, when was
telling you this, happened at the bottom of the stairs
and you say she grabbed hold of you?

Yeah.

And you turned round and you were kicking and punching
her, trying to get her off you, because you were so
angry. And I think you say you never went on the pill
but you were given some sort of injection --

Yeah.

-- to make sure you didn't get pregnant. So was that
from about the age of 137

About 14 -- yeah, about 14. Maybe just before I was 15,
maybe. I can't remember the exact age.

But it was while you were still in Eversley?

Yeah.

So you were still under 167

Yes.

And was that something that you wanted?

No. I wasn't doing anything to warrant it, if you know
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Q.

I think you tell us, some of which you've already
touched upon in your evidence, you say you were
physically abused regularly at Eversley. You say that
in the records that you've seen, it says that you were
uncontrollable, but you say if you did something wrong,
you knew about it. Do you mean that you knew about it
because you would be physically punished?

Yeah.

You say some of the staff were really lovely but some of
them were not, and lots of them would hit you for no
reason at all. And you explain they'd slap you on the
back of the head?

Yeah.

Or sometimes you would get it on the back of the leg?
Yeah.

And you say that also, you'd be told to strip down to

your vest and pants by and stand and look at
the wall?
Yeah.

So that was a punishment?

Yeah.

And you explain there was one incident when you were
still gquite young that you'd had a fight with your
roommate and caught you and she told you both to

strip down to your vest and pants and made you fight
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each other in the big hallway outside her office in
front of her and the other children?

Yeah.

So that's a particular incident that happened that

you -- that's stuck with you?

Oh, yeah.

How did you feel when you had to do that?

Awful, because the two of us didn't want to fight. We
were just normal girls that had got into a row and, you
know, but -- I think 3N just wanted to do it to me
anyway. That was Jjust it.

And you go on to say that when you first went to
Eversley, that you were actually 's favourite?
Mm-—hmm.

And you got a lot of ridicule from the other children
because of that?

Yeah.

And you tell us she had a disabled girl living with her
in her flat. That was the one that was outside in the
garden upstairs, is that right?

Yeah.

And you say you think that had fostered or
adopted that girl or something. She was in a wheelchair
and you think that she must have had cerebral palsy, and

you used to be allowed up to 's flat to see that
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girl. And one time took you and the girl away on
holiday with her, just the two of you --

Yeah.

-- and R . And you say you went to a bed and
breakfast in a seaside town somewhere and all you
remember of the trip is being in the bed and breakfast,
and bought you a palir of red shoes on the trip.
And you also remember being allowed to buy a present of
two little deer on a chain for someone. You don't know
if that was Norma that you were buying it for --

Yeah.

-- your social worker, but you were allowed to buy that.
And you say you don't know why took you there and
you don't know if something happened on that trip that
you've blocked out, but shortly after that, when you
came back to Eversley, 's attitude towards you
changed and you say she hated you and was really bad to
you after that?

Yeah.

So you went from being her favourite and one that she
was taking on a trip, to you feeling like she hated you?
Oh, absolutely.

And you don't know why that happened, is that right?

You still don't know?

It was like an overnight thing and it's like, in your
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I don't think I took much notice, to be fair.

And that , who you mentioned before, who
was night staff, you say she used to come into your room
during the night and hit you with a slipper across the
head --

Yeah.

-- for talking, and she did that several times to you,
and you say she battered other girls too?

Yeah. I felt it was mostly me, though, to be fair.
Okay. You say you got thrown in a cold bath, that
happened a lot of times?

Yeah.

And in particular, you say you didn't start your period
until you were about 13.

Yeah.

And threw you in the bath, and you remember
coming running out the toilet because there was blood?
Yeah.

And you didn't know what that was because no one had
told you -- no one told you about periods?

No one. I didn't have a clue.

And you say you thought you were dying?

I did.

And when she saw you, she dragged you to the bathroom,

ran a bath for you and threw you in freezing cold water.
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Q. And you say one day you were in the sluice room at the
back. Is this one of the separate buildings or is this
within the main house?

A. No, it was in the house.

Q. In the house. So this was the scullery or the sluice
room?

A. Yeah.

Q. And you say this is when housefather of
your house, came in. So he was actually your
housefather. And you tell us this is when touching
started from him?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: How old do you think you were then?

A. I was older. So I was probably 12/13.

LADY SMITH: How long had he been your housefather by then?

A. I can't really recall, but -- 'cos Charlie Feely was the
main person and he was, like, under Charlie. But, erm,
time, I can't recollect how long, no.

LADY SMITH: Don't worry.

MS FORBES: I think, 'Sandra', you say in that paragraph
that it wasn't long after he did that that you left the

home, so you think you must have been about 14, but

again --
A. Yeah.
Q. -- it's difficult potentially --
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alive?

Nah. She didn't get the justice.

Is that something that was important to you about coming
to the Inguiry to tell us about?

To be honest with you, it was -- it's a big part of why
I wanted to help. 'Cos I feel that I can talk for her,
as well as myself, because it did happen in the same
place. And, you know, I don't know whether it happened
to other people, but I just know about me and her.

But that's something she confided in you when she was
alive?

Yeah.

But something -- you suspected something going on at the
time when you were in Eversley with her?

She just became -- was becoming so angry, you know, and
she used to come and visit me to where I'd been moved to
after the home, and she'd come and visit me, come and
see me and she'd be crying and -- but I didn't know what
was wrong until she was older.

I think you tell us, 'Sandra', that you found out later
on that John Marshall actually married K=Y ?

Yeah, I didn't know at the time, no.

And you say you don't know why, because was not
the marrying kind?

Oh, definitely not.
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say you were still young but for a lot of your time at
Eversley, sexualised behaviour was normal, although you
don't think any of the staff would necessarily have been
aware. That's about what the children were doing.

But you go on to say that:

'"Touching used to happen when we were away in the
caravan as well.'

You say it wasn't as bad as whatdid,
but if it happened nowadays, you would think it was too
close for comfort, and it would be things such as
sitting on each other's knees and that sort of thing?
Yeah.

And you say looking back, you realise that those other
children must have been getting abused too, and that is
how they knew what to do?

Yeah.

But you say you never witnessed anyone being sexually
abused. 1Is that by a staff member? You never witnessed
any staff members abusing any other people?

No.

So you can't say that a particular member of staff did
a particular thing, but you say that you know it was
happening. So that's the impression you had --

Yeah.

-- at the time.
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You tell us that when you were about 14 you'd become
really good friends with a boy who you tell us his name.
He was also at Eversley, and although girls were not
allowed in the boys' rooms, you were in his and you were
lying on his bed with him talking. One of the staff saw
you and you were then accused of having sex. Is that
right?

Yeah.

And you say that you were taken into the recreation room

below '5 flat in the garden and you were caned by
RLD in there. You didn't see the boy getting

punished, but you say you know that he also got caned by

RLD
Yeah.
And you tried to tell that nothing had happened,

but she didn't believe you and she called you various
names. And you say she was basically accusing you of
being a slut --

Yeah.

-- while she hit you with the cane. And you say that
she hit you about five or six times across your backside
on top of your clothes, and you'd done nothing wrong?
No.

You go on, 'Sandra', to tell us about different times

when you tried to report abuse that happened to you, and
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you tell us that you reported the man who had abused you
at your mum's house before you'd gone into Eversley.
You say that you reported him to the police and you were
still a child when you did that. You were about 10 or
11 and you'd recognised his voice, seen him on the
street and he was selling papers, shouting out.

And you say you reported it but you don't remember
speaking to the police about it?
No.
You also reported, the night staff member
who hit you with a slipper, to one of the day staff, but
you say she didn't believe you and nothing was done?
Yeah.
And you told your housefather, Charles Feely, the next
day after Steven MacDonald had abused you sexually, and
he took you to , but she called you a liar and
you got into trouble?
Yeah. For telling lies.
Yeah. And you say you told other children about that
and asked if Steven MacDonald had done the same to them,
but they said he hadn't and you thought it was just you?
Yeah.
And you then say that you knew it was no use telling

anybody about what was doing after that,

because you say you knew nobody would believe you then
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-- you say that you thought you were getting taken out
of Eversley because you were bad, but you were told that
you were too old to stay there anymore?

That's right.

And it was Norma who picked you up and took you along to
the hostel in Glasgow.

Yeah.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

And you were still seeing Norma; is that right?

Yeah.

Sorry. I think you say you were still seeing your
social worker regularly, but Norma was 11l for a while
I think?

Yeah.

And so there was a man that you would see?

That's right.

Yeah, and you give us his name.

There then comes a part of your statement, 'Sandra',

which is redacted, EEEeUGERRLEUTIIEERGRINIELELEEE
EECEEN LS IEIERRN  hen you were staying at the hostel in

West Princes Street.

Yeah.
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And then a place was sought

Which was with the Richmond
a sort of place which maybe
mental health welfare --
Yeah.

-- for kind of troubled --

&1

for you at -- in Bristol?

Fellowship, and it was

focused a little bit more
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issues involving the police.
Yeah.
But then it starts and it says, about halfway down that
paragraph, it says:
'Again, promises -- '
So, I don't know if we can see that there --
Yeah, yeah, I see it.

It says:

'Again, promises to behave as she used to, long

discussion withwho is very bitter about
['Sandra']. Apparently, ['Sandra'] was one of 's

favourites and since her behaviour deteriorated has been
ignored. is very hostile in her attitude to this
girl and speaks to her and of her in a very sneering
manner.'
Aye.
So it appears that --
There you go.
-- whoever is writing this from the social work point of
view, has spoken to about you and that this is
their impression of observing her attitude, from what
she said and what they've seen towards you.

So if we could then go, again briefly, to page 20 of
that document. And if we can see at the top right

there's an address and then it says -1977. So
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date-wise this seems to be from --

Oh, right, yeah.

-—_1977‘, so you would have just turned 16.

That was the social workers' office.

Yes. And we can see this is a sort of report and

I think it's a report to the panel or the hearings, and
if we can go to page 21, just to the end of that, we can
see that the author of this report is Ms N MacPhee,
Senior Social Worker, so it seems to be written by
Norma .

Yeah.

So if we go back to page 20, and I just want to take you
to a particular part. And this is the third paragraph
and it says:

'"['Sandra'] states that she was happy in Eversley

and felt herself loved by and the staff there
until two years ago. I cannot obtain a clear reason why

the breakdown in ['Sandra's'] behaviour occurred and the
subsequent complete breakdown of the relationship
between ['Sandra'], especially, and the rest
of the staff in the home.'

So it's clear that Norma, again, has -- Norma here
anyway, 1s definitely the person who authored this
report, and she seems to have recorded this change, not

only in your behaviour, but in the behaviour of [g&N
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RLD towards you?

And I think that's why I felt that that's why they
wanted rid of me out the home.

Yeah. 2And I think there's just one final part I wanted
to take you to, so it's page 15. I know we're going
backwards but this is actually forwards in time, because
the pages are slightly out of order.

And this is an application for admission to the
Richmond Fellowship. I think you can see the Richmond
Fellowship at the top right?

Yeah.
The name at the top right of the page.

If you just go up slightly -- sorry, go down
slightly.

Yeah.

Yeah, you can see that there. And again, if we, just so
we see who wrote this, if we go to page 16 of this --
actually, sorry, it might be further down. Sorry,

page 19.

we see there's || GG -:: ot
actually Norma MacPhee, Senior Social Worker. So she's
the one that's made this application, and at the part
where there's a section to put in a case history and
a social history, she seems to have filled in the

information.
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And then there's three things listed, so I'm just
going to read that:
'l. Supplanted by a handicapped child in 's

affection. Previously ['Sandra'] had been very much

RLD 's favourite. This is fact. Staff in home very
angry about‘s favourites, but situation has been

that way for 20 years and cannot or will not change.

'2. Her housemother was ill for approximately nine
months and ['Sandra'] was passed from house group to
house group.

'3. Her friend with whom she spent most Saturdays
and occasional weekends disappeared and subsequently let
the home know she had married and emigrated to Canada.

'"The obvious results can be seen on this girl, just
13, change of school, now adolescent, and the three
major relationships vanished almost literally overnight.
The social work department can accept some
responsibility. No social worker was working with the
family or children at that time, not indeed until
_1977 when I was given the case.'

So I just wanted to take you to those parts because
it seems to support what you tell us aboutand
her behaviour changing towards you, and the fact that
this behaviour change in yourself was noticed, but the

reasons, the underlying reasons for that, were never
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this, 'Sandra'?

A. It feels in the hope, my Lady, that now I can put some

closure on things as the --

LADY SMITH: Good.

A. It's like a closure, that now you've been listened to,

and now you can sort of sit back and go: right,

hopefully this will never happen again.

LADY SMITH: But I hope you also see reassurance in this,

this document.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: That your feeling about what was going on,

particularly withand her favourites and then she

changed her favourites.

A. Other people had seen it but just nothing was done,

yeah.

LADY SMITH: And you were just 13.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Just coming out of early childhood into
puberty.

A. Secondary school and --

LADY SMITH: Secondary. Yes.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: That must have been tough.

A. Yeah. This has been a bit of a tough journey but,

know, you see the light at the end of tunnel now,

100
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gone on?

Yeah.

And has it helped then, the time, being able to get some
perspective and learning about it, that's really helped
with that?

I think when I passed all my national exams and as you
go through your nursing career, you start obviously

a young student nurse and then you go on and you learn
all the various different -- and the type of nursing
that I done back then, it's not so much now, but we done
a little bit of everything when we were training, a bit
of mental health, a bit of maternity, then you decide
where you wanted to go, and I decided I registered.

But during that time then you go on and I've worked
in A&E for over 25 years and you get all sorts coming
through the door, from mental health, to rapes, domestic
violence, and sometimes it can cause a little trigger,
so you learn how to deal with it, because you're there
to help them, but it helps you understand it more, if
that makes sense.

And I think you go on, 'Sandra', to talk about the fact
that you, in 1999, reported both Steven MacDonald and
to the police in Kilmarnock?

Yeah.

There was a time when you'd moved up to Scotland for
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a while?

Yeah.

I think it didn't really work out so you moved back down
to Croydon?

Yeah, that was in 1998.

Yeah. And you say you went into Kilmarnock Police
Station and told them everything that had happened and
you say there was an investigation. The police didn't
do anything about because they told you
he had mental health problems?

Yeah.

Was that something that surprised you at the time?

It annoyed me when they said it to me and I was like:

I don't understand. At the end of the day, he still did
it, regardless of whether he's got a mental health
problem or anything. He's still guilty of what he's
done. And they said that they wouldn't get anywhere
with him, that he was more like a little, like a Roy
Cropper type out of Coronation Street. But I was angry,
'cos I thought: well, that doesn't give the right that

-- not to be taken to account for what he's done, '

cos
who's to say it wasn't just me? There might have been
others.

But in relation to , that didn't go

anywhere.
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thinking back to some of the young people that I had met
in Glasgow and remembered and remembered another
lass and both of them I contacted and said: 'I need to
ask you something. Has anything sexual ever happened to
you?'. Straight out, you know, never -- yeah. And both
of them said: 'Yeah, of course'. To which I replied,
being a really helpful person: 'Why did you not tell
me?', and one of them said she did and I thought how,
when, what did you tell me?
Just to be clear, one of them said that she had told
you?
Yes, both of them said they had -- no, both of them said
they had been sexually assaulted and when I said: 'Why
did you not tell me?', one of them said: 'I did'. And
then when she told me what she'd said, I thought: I can
see what you are telling me: would my dad start doing,..
would my grandad start doing to my sister what he's done
to me all these years? And a lightbulb went on in my
head and I thought: that's what she was asking me,
telling me. And I said to her: 'Oh, I'm really sorry'.
And she said: 'No, don't be sorry, because if you'd
said, "Yes, he will", I wouldn't have come into care.
I would have stayed at home and protected my sister'.
Now then later on she probably wasn't protecting her

sister because he was probably abusing her as well, but
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Tes.
And you say, a couple of lines before that, that the
staff spoke about the children in very derogatory terms
and had no clothes of their own.

First of all, did you see any child being
disciplined in the way that you set out there? Did you

see anyone being clipped around the ear?

No, because I would be -- as soon as I got to the front
door, I would be marched up the stairs and intos
office.
By who?

By whoever opened the door.

All right.

I would be taken straight up to s office and sat
on a chair: sit there.

Okay.

And then it was like, I felt like I had to be -- I felt
like I almost had to be on my best behaviour as well and
it was like: don't ask any questions, don't say
anything. You know, it was --

You were being taken to the headmistress's office?
Absolutely. That is exactly what it felt like, yes.

In terms of the derogatory language used by some of the
staff, did you personally witness any of that?

Only very briefly, because it would be as I would be
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to help her to realise that some of the things that she
was doing were making her life worse. You know, that if
she continued to run away, and one of the consequences
of her running away was thatwould be stopping
her from seeing me, then I'd be saying to her: ‘

why are you running away? Because if you stop running

away, wouldn't be able to stop you seeing
me'.

You know, so it's like -- sorry: 'Sandra'.

And it would be -- yeah, I would be trying to help

her to say, you know: 'Don't annoy these people', you
know, it's --
I'm jumping around a little bit and I'll come back to
some of this, Norma, but at paragraph 44 you talk a bit
more about 'Sandra's' running away.
Yes.
You say that that certainly troubled you. I mean, it's
perhaps an obvious gquestion, but why did it trouble you?
Because I couldn't -- if it was all right where she was,
what would be making her run away? What was going on in
Eversley that was making her feel that being out of
Eversley was better than being in Eversley?

And then I would say to , or to Sister, you
know, 'What do you think is going on? What's happening

that's making run away?' 'Oh, it's her, she just
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wants to be promiscuous, she's just having sex every

time she runs away, she's just into boys. She's someone
who is —-- she's just so promiscuous, we just -- and we
can't control her because she's just -- she's
uncontrollable’.

It wasthat was the problem in her want, wish,
to be free.

Looking back, with the knowledge that you now have and
the experience that you now have, do you think that

ASONN' s behaviour was perhaps a sign of something else
that was underlying what was going on?

Completely. Completely. I would -- now I would have
absolutely no doubt that her behaviour was the answer to
the problems and the difficulties that she was
experiencing. And that she was telling me her behaviour
was one thing, and the staff were telling me her
behaviour was something else.

RLC was telling me very clearly that she was not
having sex with anybody, and and Sister were
saying to me, yes, she was, and she was promiscuous and
she was going to get pregnant and that was the worst
thing that could happen to her.

And when they said to me, 'You have to get her on
the pill and you have to take her to family planning and

you have to get her on the pill', I agreed because
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I thought, actually, the last thing she does need to be
is be pregnant. And I -- while I was believing
that she wasn't having sex, these people were so
determined that she was, I thought: okay, if I can do
nothing else for I'll stop her getting pregnant.
Going back then, and jumping back in your statement to
paragraph 36, you say a little bit more about the staff:

'The strong impression I was given was that it was
very much that the staff were having to deal with
children who were not easy children to deal with, that
they needed to be taught a lesson. I never heard the
staff compliment a single child or say anything positive
about any of the children who were in their care. It
was always about how naughty and undisciplined they
were, how they would lie, and how they were terrible
children.'

It sounds from that passage, Norma, as if really
you're saying that the staff didn't appear to like the
children very much?

I never met a member of staff who spoke in any positive
way about any of the children. Any of the comments that
were made or any of the information that I would get
from them was about how difficult their Jjob was, how
difficult these children were, how you couldn't trust

them, they lied. They were naughty. And the job they
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had was to try and discipline them and give them enough
discipline so that they could come back into being
well-behaved children.

You tell us, paragraph 37, that the staff never had
names. was ' and Sister was 'Sister'?
Mm~hmm .

Did you see or hear any of the other staff being called
by their first names, for example?

No.

No.

Not ever, no. And the insistence that any of the
children or 'Sandra' should not call me Norma: 'Her
name's Ms MacPhee'. Okay.

All right.

Which made me shudder, never mind -- I was just like:
goodness me.

And you tell us, this is about six lines down in
paragraph 37:

‘ was always right. She was opinionated and
dismissive of any opinion other than her own. Sister
was the same.'

Yes.
'They were in control. It was their child and they were
going to do what was best for that child.'

Presumably what they thought was best for that
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Easterhouse.
Easterhouse; I beg your pardon.
"['Sandra'] spoken to at length about this and
the --!
I can't make out that word, can you help me?
'Reputation’'.
'Reputation ...
Yeah.
... she was gaining in Pollokshields.'
Yep.

'Again promised to behave as she used to. Long

discussion withwho was very bitter about
['Sandra']. Apparently ['Sandra'] was one of's

favourites, but since her behaviour deteriorated has
been ignored. [§RE is very hostile in her attitude to
this girl, speaks to her and of her in a very sneering
manner."'

Yes.

That was your impression of how she was --

Absolutely.

Well --

Yep. She was a liar. She was out of control. She was
bad to her core. She was just seriously not all right.

Where did the information about 'Sandra' having been

a favourite come from? Was that from
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herself?
Yes, yes: 'She was one of my favourites', yes.
What was your reaction to that?
Well --
Well, actually, I'm sorry, can I say, what was your
reaction to that then, and what would it be now?
It wasn't up for discussion then. It was almost further
blaming . There was something suddenly wrong with
her. It wasn't thathad changed. It was that
LSS - - that 'Sandra' had changed and had become -- and
had become this horrible child, andcouldn't
trust her. [N couldn't make -- just thought she was
awful.
Would it concern you that _in this home or any
home was in effect playing favourites?
Completely, yes, yes.
What would the concern be about that?
It would be like, what -- I don't know if I would have
thought it then, but my thinking now would certainly be:
what would make it necessary for this person to have
a favourite, and what impact would that have, not only
on the child who was the favourite, but on the other
children who were in the home as well.

If you separate out one child from another, what

does that do within the relationships within the home as
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a whole?

I know that attachment and being close to somebody
is really important, but it is -- it needs to be equally
shared. And okay, you might have one child who touches
your heart in a bit more, but you wouldn't let that --
the other children know that that was part of your
concern. It would be all the children -- the same as
any loving parent might have a favourite child, there
would still be enough love to go around and enough care
to go around for all of the other children.

If I can --

Now it would make me wonder what was going on with -- in
howwas being -- sorry, in how 'Sandra' was being
treated, what was happening to her. I would -- I would
now have been extraordinarily concerned about her
behaviour and what caused this change in her
relationship with this woman.

And why does -- well, yes, why does the cessation, the
end of her status as favourite, why does that
particularly concern you?

In that what 'Sandra' had experienced prior to that was
that she was cared for, loved and that she was a nice
child and that she was lovable and looking -- and
feeling worthwhile. And then all of a sudden she's this

terrible, terrible child.
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LADY SMITH: Was it also, Norma, to do with the perception

that she had had of , that this was somebody
who was dependable, on whom she could depend to keep her
safe, and that's safe in the widest sense of the world,
someone who's reliable and will not change or wave in
the wind and suddenly, that's all gone?

I don't know. I would think that 'Sandra's' need for
being loved and being cared for was so high that anyone
who offered her that would have been seen as being

a special person.

LADY SMITH: But isn't that need there because,

fundamentally, children, particularly children in her
position, in a home, require somebody to make them feel
safe? Somebody they can always depend on?

Yes, absolutely, and I think for that reason,——
sorry, 'Sandra's' behaviour and 'Sandra's' ability to
manage in school and to make friendships was fine;
because I could read that about her. And then all of

a sudden she's this monster and it was like -- so, if

nothing's changed in 'Sandra', what else must have

changed? Andsaid nothing else had changed
except her. She was the -- she was suddenly this

terrible person, and really, it wasn't helping her at

all that she saw me.

MR SHELDON: HNorma, I want to just, as it were, turn back
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doesn't want to go and stay with her mother either. She
admits she does not really know what she wants.'

And in the next paragraph, it's said:

'['Sandra's'] housemother confirms that it has been
impossible to cope with ['Sandra'] over the past months.
Her temper tantrums are impossible to stop and it is no
help to argue with her. This is very upsetting for the
staff as well as for other children in the home.

Another problem is that ['Sandra'] is allowed to go out
two evenings in the week and does not come in at the
decided time. Apparently she has got many boyfriends
and the home is worried about what could happen to her.'

And then if we then go over the page, just at the
top there:

'Regarding ['Sandra's'] wish to leave the home,

RLD and housemother both say that for their own sake
they will have no objections to this, as they do not at
the moment feel able to cope with her. However, they
also realise that it probably didn't solve ['Sandra's']
problems, or that anybody else would be able to cope
better, as they have known her for a long time.'

Yes.

And just for completeness, if we scroll to the bottom of
that page, I think we see that that report appears to

have been completed by a Ragnhild Vaksdal, social
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worker?
Never heard of that person.
Right. You don't recall --
Nope.
You don't recall her?
Not a bit, no.
So we have there a note of the hearing, or at least what
we think might be the hearing that you were at and
described as difficult.

Do you recall how the -- well, first of all, did the
panel directly address the children?
I don't remember, but I -- I think I would remember if
they had, but I just remember it being complete chaos,
yes. The children were all over -- they weren't sitting
still. They were going under the table. They were
wanting -- it was -- 'Sandra's' mum was not able to do
anything or say anything to get them to behave, nor were
the staff that was there.

Yes, the youngest of the children is, what, 8 at this

time?
Yeah.
And Mrs was there,
Yeah, she -- they would have been, yes.

I don't know who this social worker is.

Right. I don't think it really matters for our
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purposes.
No.
In relation to the report from the housemother, how does
that fit with your evidence, your view, that children
were being viewed as difficult, as the problem?

This is two paragraphs from the foot of page 1.
That i1s just consistent with what I was being told, that
it was the children who were the problem, not the regime
of care that they were being offered.
Yes, she's saying this is very upsetting for the staff?
If that's the social worker who has written that, then
that social worker has listened to the staff, somehow,
that she's been told that, that this is upsetting for
the staff.
I think we understand that is the housemother --
Yes.
-- who is saying that.
Ch, I see.
But has been reported, I think, by the social worker.

And at the top of page 2, does it appear, that first
paragraph on page 2, that really, RS and
housemother actually want to get rid of 'Sandra'?
Yes.
Well, I think we can leave that for the moment and if we

can go now to paragraph 41, you say:
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'[You] can't say how many times I was stopped from
seeing ['Sandra'] for one of my arranged wvisits because
there were so many.'

And I think was guite open in saying to
you that this was a punishment for 'Sandra's' behaviour;
is that right?

Yes, absolutely. It was the only thing she could think
of that might work.

Did that seem then as an appropriate punishment and does
it seem an appropriate punishment now?

I didn't think it was, but I wasn't allowed to have

an opinion on that. And when I came back to the office
and said, 'Hang on a minute, what do we -- you know,
what -- is this allowed?', I would be told, 'They know
what they're doing. If that's the way that they try to
get this young person to behave, then that's what they
have to do'.

When 'Sandra' was telling you, for example, that she was
being clipped around the ear, was that while she was
still at Eversley?

Yes,

All right. And this would be when you were outwith the
home?

Yes. She would tell --

Because that was the chance you had toc speak to her?

167



10

L3

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

25

Yes, when we were in the car, yes.

In the car, all right.

Yes.
Thank you.

You tell us, paragraph 46, that from what 'Sandra'’
was saying to you,was a fierce disciplinarian,

and you go on to say that, well, I think that is how she
appeared to you as well; is that right?

Yes, very much so, she was with me, yes. I had to be on
my best behaviour as well and do what she said, without
any argument.

You tell us in that paragraph:

'There were not written rules. If you didn't stick
to the rules you were in trouble. There were not
written rules, but just how the place was run.'

So -- and I don't want to put words in your mouth,
but can that really be boiled down to: do what you're
told or that you'll be in trouble?

Oh yes, absolutely.

'The rules are what I make them', essentially?

Yes, because I would say, I would ask, you know, what
are the rules that she keeps breaking, you know, so that
I could at least have a conversation with her about
them. And they weren't -- they seemed to either not

exist or they were -- just kind of come out of the air.
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Whatever somebody did wrong, that was against the rules.
But they hadn't been told that there's a rule that
you're not -- it just seemed like: you do what you're
told, and if you do what you're told then you'll not be
in any trouble. Don't argue.

In paragraph 48 -- you go on to repeat what you have
told us already really, that in the staff's view,
'Sandra' was a liar, a thief, impossible to trust or

manage, and you go on:

‘expected me to support her and her staff by
believing this about ['Sandra']. I was to stop

believing ['Sandra'], stop being nice to her, and fully
support her and their staff in their dealings with
["Sandra'] .’

Yes.

'And these always felt like instructions.'

Oh completely, yes, I was told I was interfering and if
I would only just stop being nice to her and would stop
listening to her and would stop believing her --

What did they mean by being nice to her?

Not telling her off. You know, just having

a conversation with her. I didn't think I was being
particularly nice to her. I was Jjust having what

I would have called a fairly ordinary conversation with

a young person. But that was me being nice to her.
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controlled and to be held within that situation, then
you create an environment in which that can happen, and
that you exclude people who are -- you exclude people
from that environment who might put that environment at
risk, and/or you manipulate the external environment so
that you take control of anyone who's in that external
environment that stops anyone outside interfering with
what you're doing inside.

And I could see that that was whatwas doing
to me, to say: 'You're putting a spotlight on something
here that we don't want a spotlight on. You're asking
questions about something that we don't want anybody to
be questioning. So the guicker we can get shot of you
and get -- or get you to agree with us, that this is
an okay way to behave, we won't have a problem'.

That you find people with -- who are recruiting
staff, will be very careful about the staff that they
recruit and they'll manipulate members of staff.
They'll employ vulnerable adults and then, with their
strength of personality, their own behaviour, manipulate
those adults to agreeing with them. And it becomes
a very coercive, controlled environment.

Yes. You say at paragraph 52:
'If you want to set up a children's home where you

can harm children physically, emotionally and sexually,
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persuade, through their kind of charisma, that their way
of operating is the right way to do things, and then
they very carefully recruit people who agree with them
in their philosophy and in their behaviour, and then it
becomes quite toxic.

And we've seen several serious case reviews and
several investigations and reviews into children's
homes, different places, where that has been the
situation.

Well, we know in this case that ultimately,
was married to John Marshall, who went on to be
convicted in 2002 --

Yes.

-— of multiple sexual offences against children --

Yes.

—- in his care?

Yes. Now, you see, I said earlier that I thought that
we needed to be -- that one of the things I think is
missing from training, and still missing from training,
and actually, has surprised one of the lecturers at
Glasgow University on the social work course there, when
I said to him about the need to actually very carefully
assess the partners of offenders, not just the
offenders, because offenders will choose their partners

with even greater care than they choose their -- before
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they even move on to their victims, they need to make
sure that they've got their partner on side, then

I think and her husband have -- are a nice
example of that. That you have two people who fit; you
have two people who fit together.

I don't know if it would be helpful, but one of the
young people that I was working with, her dad had very
sick -- very seriously sexually assaulted her, and when
her mum was given the choice about, either her dad
leaves home, or she leaves home to come into the care
system, her mum said, 'I'm staying with her -- I'm
staying with my husband'. And she said to me, 'How can
my mum stay with my dad when she knows what he's done?'
And I said to her, 'Do you know, I have no idea'.

And somewhere in my head I said to her, 'Do you
think they might be a bit like jigsaw shapes, that your
mum and dad are jigsaw shapes, that if your dad does
things, it gives him a bump, and your mum was
a victim' -- because she knew her mum had been sexually
assaulted by her grandad.

So she said, 'So my mum would have a dent, and my
dad would have a bump'. And I said, 'Yeah, I think
that's what I'm thinking', and she went 'Oh, yeah,
right'. She said, 'But that would mean I'd only been

hurt once. I've been hurt a lot of times'.
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So again, a real difficulty if one wanted to discuss
with your manager or supervisor the possibility that the
child might be being sexually abused?

Right. I cannot even -- looking back, I wish I could
have had, but I was definitely never given the
opportunity to, nor any encouragement to, nor even
curious about my curiosity. It was: 'You're the
problem, just do whatsays, just, she knows
what she's doing, she knows how to run these places,
butt out'.

I think you said before the break that you were
encouraged not to be curious?

Yes, very much so, yes.

And at paragraph 68, you note when 'Sandra' was telling
you about her treatment at Eversley, you say:

'I didn't have the authority to move her to
a different residential establishment. That wasn't
considered.'

Was there ever any discussion that you were aware of
about transferring children out of Eversley, or indeed
out of any other home, because of problems that they
were experiencing?

Well, I raised that as a possible solution, that perhaps
if we moved her to another children's home, perhaps we

could see whether or not that might actually be helpful.
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the young people. They generally just had a grand time,
doing what they wanted.
It was an open-door policy, effectively?
Absclutely, and the staff would try really hard.
I remember the manager, Ralph, saying to ‘ if
you don't behave, you're going to get pregnant. How are
you going to stop yourself getting pregnant?' And she
said, 'I'll think about you, Ralph, and that will stop
it', and both of us thinking that was -- and him
thinking, 'Oh, for goodness sake'.

But that, it was -- agh, it wasn't okay. And that
was just coming to the end of my time.
Sure.
Yes.
You go on then, page 21, paragraph 72, it's guite a long
passage about records.
Yes.
But I think we can take that fairly short, because we
know now that we've got the records, or at least those
that we were able to recover, and I've shown you some of
the passages --
Yes.
-- that actually are your -- some of your reservations
perhaps about Eversley?

Yes.
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Yes, they were not available, because they'd been burned
in a fire at John Street.

And I think --

And then when began her compensation case, her
solicitor applied for them and they were told -- they
were given -- they -- her solicitor actually had to get
the judge to make an order for the council to release
the notes, and then when we got them, they were about 3
centimetres, inch-and-a-half. Now, I remembered her
file being at least 6 inches, so --

Might that have been because the file that you recall
was a family file rather than just a file for 'Sandra'?
That was the only explanation that I could come up with
as to how come there was no other -- maybe there was so
much information about her siblings that this was the
only bit that they could release.

Sure.

And so we kind of just accepted that at the time and
then when her solicitor applied for more, suddenly there
was more papers available and then you apply for more
and suddenly there's more papers available. So it was
being some kind of -- what was the reason they weren't
being --

But it took a court order to do it?

Yes. Yes. With the excuses as to why they were not
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Restriction Order and they mustn't be identified as

referred to in our evidence out this room. And there

was U3 , there was also referred to
i' -who is the deceased spouse of the

first witness today and then alsoand that's

the name of this morning's witness and she, of course,
has a pseudonym 'Sandra' and isn't to be referred to by
that name, and also- _, her
mother was referred to at one point. Is that them all?
Thank you. Very well.

Now, Ms Forbes, where we going next?

MS FORBES: My Lady, we now have a couple of read-ins.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS FORBES: And the first read-in is a statement from
an applicant who's anonymous and is known as 'Robin'.
And the reference for her statement is WIT.001.002.0654.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Robin' (read in)

MS FORBES: My Lady, 'Robin' has previously given live
evidence to the Inguiry and that was during Phase 8 and
it took place on 4 June 2024, which was Day 449 of the
Inquiry. The reference for the transcript of her
evidence is TRN-12-000000082. And she gave live

evidence primarily for Beechwood and Dr Guthrie's, which
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Hamilton Children's Home. I went with my mum and
siblings. My dad didn't come with us. I didn't know if
he was away working or if he had left by this point. I
think he must have left because I don't remember seeing

him at all after we went into Hamilton Children's Home.'

And as she's already suggested, my Lady, she had

a short stay in Hamilton Children's Home. GSEEUCERNRUSIEERRG

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Page 4, paragraph 16, she thinks they were only at
Hamilton Children's Home for a matter of months and went
to stay with her grandmother and ultimately that
arrangement broke down and they ended up in

Dunavon Children's Home. Again, that was quite a short

And if we go to page 6, she talks about a placement
at Coatshill House in Blantyre. Again, this is in her
very early life. She says:

'I couldn't say exactly how long we were at
Coatshill House. My mum ended up getting a house in
Newmains through the social work department and the five
of us moved into the house together...'

When she was 4 or 5 years old. And taking that

short, my Lady, she just says, paragraph 26:

'"My memories of family life in Newmains are not
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'"The police [she says] told my mum that the only
reason I was still alive is because the guy must have
thought I was dead.'

Paragraph 34, the social worker realised things
weren't going to change and the children were put into
foster care in Lanark. And she describes first of all
a placement in Lanark, which on the whole seems to have
been guite a good experience, and at paragraph 46 says:

'There wasn't any really warmth or affection shown
to us, but at the same time they loocked after our health
and kept us fed. I often say they didn't hug you but
they didn't batter you either. They certainly didn't
'

treat us like we were their own kids.

They then leave foster care and I think it's clear

they can't have been there for very long. She says,

paragraph 50, aged 7, she went to Dale House.

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later And if we turn to page 15,

she says that they then moved to Carluke Children's Home
when Dale House closed down.

Paragraph 63, she says she had three stints in
Carluke Children's Home between the ages of 7 and 16:

'In between the periods at Carluke, I had two foster
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Castlemilk.'

And taking matters short again, my Lady, Rieadecl sl

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

And turning to page 21 she says -- sorry, 22 -- yes,
sorry, 21, my Lady, just a note that she says that
whilst she was living in Carluke, there was a foster
care campaign and seems to have had two fairly
short-lived placements based from, as it were, the
Carluke home.

She says, page 22, paragraph 89, that she left
Carluke when she was 16, but she gives some more detail
about foster care placements in Wishaw and Paisley. And
then at page 26, she tells us about her time at
Downcralig House and it appears that this would be about
1980, my Lady. So she's about 13 by this stage.

LADY SMITH: Right, okay.
MR SHELDON: She says:

'Downcraig House looked like a new build when I went
there.'

And pausing briefly, my Lady, Downcraig seems to

have opened in around 1975 and closed about 1986.
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LADY SMITH: Right.

MR SHELDON: Eversley opened in the 1940s and closed in 1980

and children from Eversley and, indeed, some of the

staff moved from Eversley to Downcraig, including NEGEYEIEHETEEING]

S SUEIR N - | they seemed to then have Downcraig

following on from Eversley. And I'll come back to that
issue, my Lady. At all events, she says:

'It was a home for boys and girls of school age. I
shared a bedroom with three other girls. Even though I
wasn't there very long, I did go to
Castlemilk High School. It was a woman who [ENjj] the home
and I remember her husband would be around more than she
was. His behaviour made me feel uncomfortable. He
would spend his Saturday nights in the home with kids
sitting in his lap. I just found it strange that he
didn't have anything to do with the place but he was
always hanging around. The only other thing I remember
about daily life there was that the staff would take us
roller skating in Glasgow on a Saturday.

'"While I was living at Downcraig, my social worker
changed. It wasn't Lydia anymore, it was a man called
Ron Harris. He was my last social worker and I felt
like he did nothing for me. I bumped into him in ASDA
one day long after I'd left care and I told him exactly

what I thought of him.
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and I kept waiting for it to go away but it never has.
I've never had any difficulty showing my kids the
affection I was never shown.

'Despite all the things that happened to me in care,
I still think I would have had a worse life if I had
been left where I was with my mum.

'The only thing I have reported to police is the
sexual abuse I suffered when I was living in Downcraig
House in Castlemilk. The only reason I told police
about it is because two CID officers turned up at my
door one night and asked me about Downcraig House.

I told them about the man who abused me but I didn't
know his name and I don't think anything came of it.

I also told the officers that they should be looking
into the woman who the home and her husband, who was
always hanging around the kids. I believe that that
woman and her husband were prosecuted for something to
do with Downcraig House. I've never reported any of the
other physical or sexual abuse and I haven't received
legal advice about claiming compensation.'

And just to pause, my Lady, it doesn't seem
therefore that 'Sharon's' abuser would have been Jchn
Marshall. She's not making that link in that passage.
It seems to have been someone else but we know that

there were certainly other abusers operating in Eversley
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and possibly Downcraig as well. And for completeness,

my Lady, there's certainly no record of Mrs

ever having been prosecuted.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR SHELDON: 'I got a hold of my social work records a few

years ago. I don't think what I have are all of my
records as there's nothing in them about the man
attacking me and raping me in the field while I lived
with my mum. The earliest note in my records refers to
the time my parents were evicted from the house in
Bargeddie. That was before I was attacked in the field,
so I don't understand why [I think] there is no mention
of it. The reason I wanted to get my records is because
I was told by a friend that if I can prove the attack
was reported to the police, I can claim criminal
injuries compensation.'

And she said that she also wrote to her doctor to
get a copy of her medical records:

'But they only go back to when I was 8 years old.
I don't have any other documents or photographs from my
childhood."

On lessons to be learned, she says:

'I think that children who are in care are the ones
who need to be looked after the most, particularly when

they leave care. No one can explain to you how lonely
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