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I remember the midges. You would put your hand in the
air and it would get absolutely covered in them.

I remember getting welly rashes. I don't remember ever
getting treatment for these.

'I was contacted in later life by someone who had
spoken to some of the people who lived near Fornethy
House. He said that those people told him that they had
seen the girls from Fornethy House going on those walks.
They said that they thought it had been a shame for the
Fornethy girls because they were out walking in terrible
weather. That's irnteresting to me, because it shows
that people were aware of how we were getting treated at
the time on those walks.

'It wasn't a religious place. It wasn't run by the
church or anything like that. You had to say grace
before your meals. I don't think you had to say prayers
before bedtime. Sometimes Mrs Fletcher would come down
to the playroom and read us biblical stories out of a
big book. It was stories like Moses and things like
that.

'Not everybody was allowed to go to church on
Sundays. I think that was because there was only
a certain amount of space available in the minibus that
took you there. It was maybe 10 or 12 children and

a teacher that would go. I think I only got to go once.
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I don't remember there being different churches for
different children in the minibus. I think the church
was a Protestant church. If you didn't go to church,
you stayed back and played in the playroom.

'T remember one occasion when all the children were
taken to Aviemore. I can't remember why that was. It
could have been a treat. We were taken to see Santa
Claus Land. I think it might have been the student
teachers who took us there. That's the only trip
I remember happening.

'There was a large playroom in Fornethy House. You
more or less spent all your time in the playroom if you
weren't at school or out on walks. A lot of the time
you just sat in rows listening to the teachers telling
stories or you would be singing. I think Mrs
sometimes played the piano. When you weren't doing
that, the teachers played games like musical statues or
musical bumps with you. If you were good, you were
allowed to play with the toys. It was mostly dolls and
teddies and things like that.

'On Saturday nights, they would set up a projector
and screen in the playroom and put on a film. You only
really got to play outside in the grounds a couple of
times a week. [We did enjoy playing] on the swings,

slide and in the wee hut we pretended was a shop.
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'During the fourth time I was there in 1979, three
new members of staff tock over. They put on a play
[for] us. It was Oliver Twist. I initially got the
part of Oliver Twist. It then got taken off me for
"carrying on". I was then given the part of Nancy.
That too ended up [getting] taken off me. In the end, I
was given the role of Fagin. I remember that all the
townsfolk came to see the performance.

'TI was never there over Christmastime so I don't
know what happened. I had my 8th birthday there in
1976. If it was your birthday, you got a birthday cake
at teatime. Everybody on your table would get a slice
of that. You couldn't give cake to anybody else. It
just had to be the people on your table. I don't
remember getting any presents that had been sent in by
my parents. I don't think she sent anything in. [You]
wouldn't have been able to afford that back then.

'You couldn't phone home. That wasn't possible.
You had to write letters in classes. I can't remember
but I think we had to do that once a week. I remember
that my mum gave me stamps so I could do that. You
couldn't write anything in your letters other than what
the teachers had written on the blackboard. That
happened in whatever class you were in. It was whatever

teacher who tock your class who made you do that. All
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the teachers did the same.

'"The teachers checked your letters after you had
finished. If you wrote anything different to what they
had written out, you got slapped. I remember one time
that I wrote something different. I knew that my
cousin's wedding was coming up. I wanted to chip in for
a present. I wrote that into my letter. I also asked
my granny to come and get me and take me home.

A teacher must have read my letter because I ended up
being taken to Mrs Fletcher. She bent me over, pulled
up my skirt and slapped the hell out of my arse.

I remember that happening with other girls who wrote in
their letters that they wanted to go home.

'You did get mail and parcels. I remember getting
letters from my mum and my granny.

'T didn't have any visitors while I was there.
Parents weren't allowed near the place. I don't
remember social workers or anyone like that coming to
visit. I don't remember any inspectors or anyone coming
in from the outside [world] to check we were okay.

'If you were 11l or injured, you went to the medical
room. There wasn't a nurse there. You wouldn't get
taken to hospital if you were injured. You would just
be given a plaster or whatever by a member of staff.

I was in the mediczl room often. I remember getting
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castor oil forced down my throat. That wasn't for
healthcare reasons though. It was used as a punishment.
I remember an occasion when I was given castor oil as
punishment in the medical room. I ran out to be =ick.

I ended up being sick in Mrs Robertson's wellies. The
following day, they tried to find out who had been sick
in her wellies. I think I got away with it.

'I do remember that we had to have a medical before
we went [to Fornethy]. That was arranged through
Glasgow Council. I think I went to a clinic in
Possilpark before each time I went there for a check-up.
I don't remember there being any medicals or check-ups
undertaken at Fornethy House itself.

'On one occasion, I had flu or something. I [could]
have been 7 or 8. I must have been sick or something.

I wasn't allowed to go to bed. During the afternocon,

I was made to sit in the playroom whilst everyone else
went out on the walk. I'm sure it was Mrs Robertson who
made me do that. It could have been Mrs though.

I ended up falling asleep on a window seat in the
playroom. All I wanted to do was go to bed. Nobody
came to check on me. Anything could have happened to me
during the time I was left alone in that room.

I remember I never received any medical attention or any

medication for that illness.
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'I remember girls trying to run away a few times
during my time at Fornethy House. It happened over the
different years when I was there. The girls who ran
away always got brought back. There was nowhere you
could get to. We were in the middle of nowhere.

I think the only time I was there when girls didn't try
and escape was during the last time I was there in 1979.
That was when the usual teachers weren't there.

'T remember that when I was 7 or 8 and I was in
Reekie Linn, two girls tried to escape down the fire
escape. They wanted to run away. I can't remember how
far the girls got. They got caught and brought back.

I don't remember who caught them. I think they got
battered with a belt by Mrs Fletcher as a punishment for
running away. I think the girls told me that.

'You could get up through the night if you needed to
go to the toilet. There wasn't a problem with that.
However, children still wet the bed. I never wet the
bed but other girls did. I don't think they got
punished for it but I might not be remembering that
right. It wasn't a problem for me, so I don't really
know what the staff did [to] the children who wet the
bed.

'T was frequently disciplined for "carrying on" or

talking. I don't know whether I was like that because
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I was rebelling against them. All the staff members
disciplined you in exactly the same way. The staff were
like the Gestapo. If they raised their voice, then you
knew you had to shut up.

'You knew you would be made to stand in the library
or outside the playroom if you misbehaved. I was
regularly pulled out of my dorm and made to stand in the
cold library or toilet in the pitch black on my own.

All the teachers made me and other children do that if
they misbehaved in the dormitories. They all used that
punishment on different occasions. One night, I got up
too often to go to the toilet. I think I was carrying
on. I ended up being dragged into the library for
getting up too often to go to the toilet. I don't
remember which teacher it was who did that on that
occasion. That was a regular thing they did to me.
Sometimes there would be other children in there doing
the same thing because they too had been carrying on.

'All the staff would slap you. If you were talking
too much at nighttime in your dormitory, you could be
punished. You would get slapped. They would lift your
skirt up and slap you on your bare legs. When they
slapped you, it wasn't just once. They slapped you
a few times. I was always getting slapped on my legs or

having my ears pulled by the staff. It was mostly

133



10

£ B

12

§ 3

14

15

16

iy

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

25

Mrs who pulled your ears. The slapping and the
ear-pulling happened pretty much daily because I never
shut up and was carrying on. It happened to all the
girls.

'Mrs Fletcher gave out the main punishments for
serious things like running away. She would give the
girls the belt. I think she was the only one who used
the belt. She never used the belt on me, but I heard
that she used it on people from the other girls.

I think the belt was only used when girls ran away.

'I wouldn't say they called you names but they did
say things that made you feel bad. They would say
things like, "It's castor oil for breakfast today", or
"Guess who's not getting any sweeties tonight?" It wa
things more like that.

'Mrs Robertson was a bitch. She battered the lot
us. I can remember everything about her. I remember
the way she used to stand. She had a horrible face
and was particularly ruthless. She was a power freak.

'I was a talker, so I always got into trouble at
nighttime. I remember during the first time I was
there, when I was in Reekie Linn, I got into trouble.
I don't know what I was doing but I was carrying on.

I was dragged out of the dormitory by Mrs Robertson an

made to stand on my own in the corner of the toilet.
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I was told to stand there facing the wall and told not
to sit down. It was freezing cold and I was in my bare
feet and just a nightie. Mrs Robertson forgot about me.
I ended up sleeping on the concrete floor in the corner
of the toilet. I remember that when she came back into
the toilet, she said something like, "Oh, God, I had to
come out of my bed to come and get you, I'd forgotten
about you". I don't know what time that would have been
but it would've been in the early hours of the morning.

'I remember one occasion when we were out for a walk
to Stoney Brae, I was carrying on and talking in line.
Mrs Robertson dragged me from the back of the line over
the rocks to the front of the line so that I could be
walking with her. I got a cut on my elbow and my knee.
I was crying. Whern I got back to Fornethy, I was taken
to the medical room. I was cleaned up and given
a plaster.

'That wasn't the only occasion when Mrs Robertson
dragged me along the ground during a walk. During the
second time I was there, when I was about 9, I was what
they called the "dog girl"™ on one of the walks. The dog
girl was in charge of the home's dog. We were on
Stoney Brae. The dog ran off after a rabbit.

Mrs Robertson shouted after me to go and get the dog.

I was talking to arother girl and didn't hear her.
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Mrs Robertson then came up to me, grabbed me by the arm
and dragged me along to the front of the line. It felt
as if my shoulder was going to come out of its socket.
When we got back, I wasn't taken to a hospital or

a doctor or anythirng like that, but I was sore.

'There was nobody I could talk to. There was no one
I could have told azbout what was happening there. There
were just the other kids to speak to. I didn't tell my
mother anything about what happened. If I had, my
mother would have said something to them. She wasn't
the sort of person who would have kept quiet. She would
have been right on the ball if I had said anything. My
mother has asked me now why I didn't mention anything
about what was happening. I think that when I went back
home, I just wanted to get on with things, put it out of
my head and get out to play. By the time it came around
to going the following year, I was speaking with my pals
and had convinced myself I wanted to go back.

'"The last time I went, in 1979, was the last time,
because children in secondary school didn't go to
Fornethy House. Life was just normal after I came back
after the last time. I went to secondary school and
I left at the age of 15.

'T left Glasgow when I was [aged] 20. I wanted to

go and work and travel around Europe. I took a stopgap
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for a week in Blackpool so that I could save some money.
I ended up not getting any further than Blackpool.
I met someone in Blackpool [and had] three children.

'I left school with no gualifications but I have
made sure I have had further education. I have
gualifications in business administration and cheffing.
It's OCRs and things like that. I went on to become
a chef. One year, I won a Chef of the Year award.

I've worked at the NHS. I've always worked.
[I've moved up to Scotland permanently].

'It's difficult to think what the impact has been.
You could probably blame what happened there for
anything that went on in my life afterwards. However,
I know I am to blame for many of the things I have gone
on to do. My mother reckons that the reasons I became
boisterous, snappy and willing to get into fights was
because of what I experienced at Fornethy House.

I'm not sure about that. Maybe those experiences were
the cause of me turning from a guiet wee lassie into
an angry person. You could pinpoint blame on those
things for anything. I can't say that it's all
definitely because of the way I was treated. It could
all be just because of the way I was as a person. It
could all just be me and my own nature.

'I have definitely been impacted physically because
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of the things that happened at Fornethy House. I still
have the scars from the cuts to my knee and elbow I got
the first time I was dragged along the ground by

Mrs Robertson. I remember that when I went back home
after the incident where Mrs Robertson dragged me by the
arm, my dad tried to pick me up by my arms. There was

a pain in my shoulder. As a kid, I thought it was
dislocated. I couldn't move my arm at all. It wasn't
actually dislocated though. I had a pain in my arm for
years. It wasn't until I was in my 40s that my arm came
right out of its socket. About seven years ago I ended
up having to get keyhole surgery on my shoulder and

I'm currently waiting on another operation on my bad
shoulder. It's going to be a big operation and it's
going to cause me financial difficulties because of my
work situation. They're removing bone from somewhere
else and putting it in my shoulder. That's all because
of the incident when Mrs Robertson dragged me during

a walk when we went to Stoney Brae. 40 years on,

I'm still being impacted by that.

'I have never spoken to anyone officially about what
happened. I have never brought it up with anyone like
the police, lawyers or social services. I don't know
why it's not something that has come up.

'I've never tried to get hold of my records.

138



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

24

28

I've never really given it any thought. I might be
interested in recovering some records in the future to
see what I was like.

'I have thought about going to Fornethy House to
give it a look now. I don't know why I have thought
that. It could just be curiosity. I have been on the
internet to see photographs of what it looks like now
[and] it's rundown. That was different to what it was
like before. When I was there it was immaculate.

'TI think there should be inspectors who go around
places where children are placed, speaking to individual
children at random. There should be someone coming to
those places making sure that there was no abuse going
on. That didn't happen when I was at Fornethy House.
There was nobody there checking up on the teachers. We
were just left in their hands.

'If Mrs Robertson is still alive, I hope that she
gets her time in prison. I want her prosecuted. She
was a horrible woman. I have no sympathy for people
like her. She was just a bully. Looking back, it was
all a power thing. We were all wee girls and she
shouldn't have beer doing what she was doing.

'I do think now, having become a mother and
a grandmother, how could these people have done what

they did to me. I just don't know how people could have
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done these things to wee kids. Kids shouldn't [have to
be] treated the way I was. I reckon the things

I experienced were probably happening in a lot of other
places and it was all hidden away. They need to change
something so that what happened to me doesn't happen
again with other children.

'T have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'

'Holly' signed the statement on 10 July 2019.

Now, my Lady, subsequent to that, 'Holly' went on to
give evidence last year in the High Court at the trial
of Patricia Robertson, and one of the charges on which
there was a conviction related to the abuse of 'Holly'.

LADY SMITH: Thank vyou.

Mr MacBAulay.

'Marie' (read in)

MR MACAULAY: My Lady, again this is an applicant who wants
to remain anonymous and to use the pseudonym 'Marie' in
her evidence. Her statement can be found at
WIT-1-000001441.

LADY SMITH: Thank vou.

MR MACAULAY: 'Marie' gives her date of birth -- year of her

birth, rather, as 1977:
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'I was born and raised in the Ruchill area of
Glasgow. I stayed there with my mum. My mum and dad
had split up and he stayed in his own house. My older
sister stayed with her natural dad. My dad previously
worked as a butcher but became addicted to alcohol. Mum
worked in different pubs. Later, there [were my three]
younger sisters.

'I don't remember much about my life growing up,
except to start with, there were no issues. The first
school I attended was Ruchill Primary School. When
I was about 10 years old, perhaps a bit younger, we
moved to [another property] and I moved school to
Balornock Primary. That was where I was staying when
I went on both occasions to Fornethy. I really enjoyed
being at school and I was a member of the school netball
team. That all disappeared after Fornethy.

'Home life was good with mum. There was not a lot
of money in the house and we could not afford to go away
on any family holiday. Through the school, they had
offered my mum a place for the summer for me to go to.
She believed it would be like a holiday for us. I was
told I would be going to Fornethy House. I ended up
going to Fornethy two summers in a row with [a younger
sister].!

And looking to what she says about her age, being
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either 9 or 10, that would place the time at about
1987/1988, so she was obviously one of the later
children accommodated at Fornethy, that closed shortly
after that:

'Fornethy House was built in the countryside and was
very isolated from the nearby towns and villages. It
was a big white house and reminded me of a princess
castle. To get there I was dropped off by mum at
Buchanan Street Bus Station. I think I was then taken
from there along with some other girls in a minibus.
Other than [my sister], I did not know any of the other
girls there.

'The minibus was driven by a male, but I did not
know his name. I don't remember there being any other
staff on the bus. When I was in Fornethy, I can only
remember the names of a couple of the staff. There was
Mrs Pearl Fletcher, who was the headteacher. She was
an older woman with white hair, big horrible teeth and
she may have worn glasses. I have been told that she is
now deceased. The other staff member whose name I can
remember is Mrs Reid. She was a much younger woman with
permed hair and she was the one fun one. Other than the
driver of the minibus, the only other male member of
staff was the handyman.

'As soon as we arrived at the house, there were
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a group of girls ready to go home. As they left,

I realised that everything was not going to be as good
as I thought. Right away, the staff [was] very
regimented and as we entered the house, we were all made
to go into the mair hall and line up in rows.

'We were then separated into groups and allocated
our respective dormitories. I was separated from my
sister and no one would tell me why we could not be
together. I was allocated to the Reekie Linn dormitory.
I think it was named after a nearby bridge.

'All the dormitories were on the upper floor.

I think there were possibly four, maybe five other
dorms. Other than one of the dorms being called Isla,
I'm not sure of the other names. On the ground floor
was the dining room, where a lot of my nightmares come
from, and some bathrooms.

'We were told to take all our bags to the dorms and
to put our clothes and things away into the small
cabinet by the side of the bed. There were maybe six or
eight beds in my dorm, three or four on one side of the
room and the same on the opposite side. I am not sure
if they were the same size as the other dorms. I think
the girls in my dorm were all of a similar age to
myself. I am not sure how many girls there were in

total at Fornethy. Once we got our stuff put away, we
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were to back down to the big room.

'Each morning, Mrs Fletcher or another member of
staff would come into the dormitory and pull the covers
off our beds to wake us up. If we did not get out of
bed quick enough for them, we would be given a slap. TWe
would then get washed, dressed and head down to the
dining room for breakfast. Mrs Fletcher did her rounds
in different dorms each day so other staff would repeat
what she was doing. I know it was early in the morning
but I'm not sure about the exact times.

'One of the things I can remember about being in the
dorm at night was & blue light being on in the ceiling.
When I went to bed, I was not allowed a nightdress and
had to sleep wearirg just my underpants. All the girls
in my dorm had to do the same.

'If anyone wanted to go to the toilet during the
night, you might get a fright as you stepped out of the
room, because one of the staff would appear and be
shouting and asking what we were doing out of bed.

I became too scared to get up at night.

'TI don't remember much about the food and mealtimes.
There might have been some sort of cereal for breakfast
but I can't remember if that is the case. The thing
I do remember was when I was given prunes. I did not

like prunes and did not want to eat them. Mrs Fletcher
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would force me to eat them. As I was eating them,

I would be sick. She made me eat that and the prunes
until I had cleared my plate. Each night, despite
knowing that I did not like prunes, she made sure I was
fed them every day. Apart from Mrs Fletcher trying to
force-feed me, I would be crying and she would slap me
about the head. Because I was having so much trouble
eating the food, I was never allowed to get anything
from the tuck shop. This happened every single day

I was there.

'At night, before going to bed, we sometimes got
a biscuit and some milk.

'There were bathrooms on our floor and some more on
the ground floor. The showers were on our floor and
they were all communal and open to view. We would have
a shower each night.

'When we came back from our morning walks, we were
often allowed to have another shower. Mrs Fletcher took
great pride in helping us get washed. She would use
a brown scrubbing brush to scrub our legs red raw,
causing even more pain. Again, there were other staff
who did this to us.

'Each night when we were having our showers, we
would have to stand naked in front of the other girls

waiting our turn. The female staff would also be there
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watching us.

'TI don't rememher having to wear any uniform.

I seem to remember we wore our own clothes. I think one
of the girls, who would have been a favourite of

Mrs Fletcher, was made a monitor and she may have worn

a yellow sash. She would be tasked with helping out
with the tuck shop.

'Most mornings, there was no work in any classes,
but we were made to go for long walks. When we were
going on the walk, we had to put the wellies on that
Fornethy supplied. They never fitted properly and were
so tight they would rub me red raw on my calves. The
walks were out into the forest areas and it would be for
around four or five miles.

'Tt did not matter what the weather was like,
because we went on the walks every day. It was every
girl from the home that went on the walks. It seemed
like we walked in circles, because we went out one side
of the house and came back on the other side. If we
fell behind the main group, whatever staff member was
with us would push us up the line to make sure we could
make up some of the ground. It was usually two members
of staff that went with us. After the walk, we were
back into Fornethy for lunch.

'During the rest of the day, if we had any free
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time, we would sperd it in the grounds or write our
letters. I don't remember there being any swings or
anything to play or. I have since returned to look at
the house and there are swings now in the back garden.

'We were never given any schooling or lessons when
we were at Fornethy. I am not sure if this was because
we were on our normal summer leave.

'T never saw a doctor or a dentist either of the
times I was at Forrethy. During my second stay there,
I had my first period. It was at night and I was lying
in bed panicking. Mrs Fletcher came in and dragged me
out of my bed, which had blood on it. She took me to
the bathroom and pulled down my pants to check them and
then pulled them back up. She would not let myself get
cleaned up and I had to keep wearing the same pants.
She sent me back to my bed, but made me lie on the bed
with no sheets or covers. She was so angry with me and
I didn't know what had happened.

'In the morning, when it came time to get up, she
took me to the bathroom to get cleaned up. She handed
me a big pad but she did not tell me what I was supposed
to do with it. She never explained to me what was
happening. All she said to me was that when the pad was
too dirty, I was to tell her and I would get another

one.
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'I don't have any specific memories of being taken
out on any trips or visits. Sometime after I Jjoined the
BB o:oup, I was shown some photographs of
a building with a turret and I had faint memories of
being in the garder there. I could even remember there
was a spiral staircase at the rear, not in the
photographs. When I visited Fornethy, I was able to
find my way to this house and had such a creepy feeling
as I walked around the grounds.

'Other than having to keep your bed tidy and the
area round your bed clean, there were no chores that we
would have to carry out. In the morning, we would just
make our beds and make sure our cleaned clothes were put
away in the cabinet. I think there must have been staff
that carried out the laundry.

'T was not there during any Christmas period. On
neither occasion I was at Fornethy can I remember
anyone's birthday keing celebrated.

'I did not suffer from bed-wetting but there was one
girl in my dorm who did have that problem. She tried to
hide the sheet, but Mrs Fletcher found out and she
dragged the girl out of the room. I did not see what
she did to the girl, but she was crying when she came
back.

'"There were no visits from anyone in my family.
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'I don't remember there being anyone from any
authority coming to Fornethy to check on the home or to
check on the welfare of the girls there.

'Several times a week, we were put into the
classroom and we were to write letters home. The
problem was Mrs Fletcher would have the wording for the
letters written on the blackboard. I remember I ignored
that and wrote about some of the abuse. I was not aware
at that time that Mrs Fletcher was censoring each
letter. She saw what I had written and hit me over the
head. She ripped the letter up and made me copy what
was on the board. It concentrated on how things were
supposed to be so rnice there and we were all enjoying
our stay there. Nothing like the reality. She wasn't
the only one, as other staff would do the same thing.

'"Mum did write to us when we were at Fornethy and
she would tell us she had put a postal order in it, so
we would be able to get something from the tuck shop.
When we eventually got the letter from Mrs Fletcher, we
never saw that money and I got nothing from the tuck
shop. Mrs Fletcher kept all the money from mum.

'One day as I was walking in general in the
corridor, I saw my sister. I tried to approach her to
try and speak [to] her. Mrs Fletcher saw this and

grabbed me by the hair and dragged me away. She told me
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there was to be no communication with my sister while I
was at Fornethy.

'One of the ways we might be disciplined was if we
were noisy at night, we might be made to go and sit in
the corridor. None of us liked that as we were
half-naked and it was freezing in the corridor. After
being there for a few minutes, we were sent back to bed.
I soon learned to be quiet in bed.

'Mrs Fletcher was the worst of all the staff, and
apart from her hitting and slapping us, there were many
other teachers who did the same. I cannot recall the
names of those teachers who were hitting us.

'I was starting to develop as a young girl and one
night when I was lying in bed, I am not sure what we did
wrong, but Mrs Fletcher made all of us get out of bed
and stand in the corridor just in our underwear.

I tried to use my hands to cover my chest, but she
slapped my hands down and told me to keep them by my
side. I am not sure how long we were stood there. It
felt like hours, but it could also have been about

ten minutes.

'As I was standing in the corridor, I could see
there was another female member of staff at the other
end of the corridor watching what was happening. As

I stood there, I looked to the other side and I saw the
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shadow of a man with wavy hair hiding in the dark. He
was standing there watching as I stood there. After we
had been standing for a little while, Mrs Fletcher sent
us back to bed. I don't know why we had to do that, but
I have learned later that other things were happening.

'"There were some nights that girls were taken from
their beds and wher they came back, they were crying.
None of them ever said what was happening to them when
they came back, but you could see they were distraught.

'I was always & big-built girl as I was growing up
and Mrs Fletcher constantly made comments about my size
and would make comments about how fat I was.

'"When I was home after the first visit to Fornethy
House, I told my mum about Mrs Fletcher force-feeding me
the prunes and that Fletcher had made me eat my sick.
When I found out I was going back the next year, I asked
mum to write to them and to tell them about my dislike
for prunes and that I had been sick and made to eat it.
She did write to Fornethy and I gave it to Mrs Fletcher
when I arrived the second time. It made no difference
and I was fed them again by her throughout most of the
second time I was there,.

'The day before we were due to go home on each
occasion from Fornethy, we would be told to pack our

things. The night before we were going home, I think
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the second time, there was a party. I can even remember
that my sister was there, but I still wasn't allowed to
have contact with her. Mrs Reid had organised the party
and would be dancing with us, but there was no

Mrs Fletcher at the party. In reality, I think Fornethy
were trying to manipulate us into having some fun, to
try and hide all the terrible things that happened
during our time there. I can still remember the

Billy Ocean song, "The Going Gets Tough", being played
at the party. Now any time I hear that song I go right
back to Fornethy.

'When I was back home, I was due to start at high
school and therefore I was too old to go back. Prior to
going to Fornethy, I really enjoyed my education at
primary school, but when I went to secondary school that
all changed and I was skipping school on a regular
basis. I never sat any of my exams at school.

'I moved out of mum's house as soon as I could and
with the help of the social work department, I had my
own flat when I was 16. Because I had been attempting
suicide so often, they had also allocated me
a befriender.'

And she talks at paragraph 46 about her
relationships and at 47 about employment.

And at 48, 'Marie' says:
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'"Whilst I was working with the care job, I was
selected out of 18,000 other people to be given
an award. This was in recognition of overcoming my
health issues, getting my job and going on to help
others.

'Later in my life, I was always trying to do
research about Forrethy House but for many years I could
find nothing and was even starting to think that the
nightmares I was having were all in my imagination.

'Only last year did I see something _ and

it related to an article in the media about abuse in
Fornethy. I put a comment_and, soon after,
I got a message from a lady. She was asking some
guestions about my time there in an effort to ensure
that I was a previous resident and not some fake person.
I then received an invite to Jjoin the _ group.

It was only then that I was able to get more information
and was able to fird more on the internet about
Fornethy. It felt great that I found out I was not
alone in being abused there.

'My time in Fornethy has had a massive impact on
everything of my life. I have little trust of anyone in
authority. It affected my mental health and there were
several times when I have attempted to commit suicide.

I would do anything to try and get rid of the memories
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of all the slapping and force-feeding.

'I have always lived with the impression that I must
have done something wrong and therefore I deserved what
was happening to me.

'My sister and I have never talked about our time at
Fornethy House. Even to this day, we don't talk to each
other. I have beaten myself up mentally because I have
never been able to find out if anything happened to her,
and if it did, did she blame me for not protecting her.
This unknown still leaves me feeling guilty.

'"When I had my own family, I think I became
overprotective. I never allowed them to go to school on
their own, right up to they left and began working.

They were never allowed to go on any school trips or to
stay overnight with their friends. If they wanted to
spend any time indcors with friends, then they had to
have them at our house. On one occasion, I can remember
there was as many as 19 people in the house.

'Even when it came to food, I was protective. If
any of my kids said they did not like the food I gave
them, I assured them it was not a problem. They were
never forced in any way to eat things that they hated.

'I could never even let myself leave the kids with
my mum. If I went out to work, then my ex-partner had

to look after them.
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'Recently I felt able to tell my older daughter, who
is now 28, about the things that happened to me at
Fornethy and being made to eat my sick. She told me
that hearing all this made sense to her and she
understood why she was never allowed out.

'"Prior to going to Fornethy, I had a really good
relationship with my mother. When I finished with
Fornethy, that all changed. In my mind, I had told her
about the force-feeding after the first stay there and
she allowed me to go back a second time. Even to this
day, we have a difficult relationship.'

She goes on to say:

'Since visiting Fornethy and the house with the
turret, I can remember there were days we were given
some strange-tasting diluting orange juice. After
drinking the juice, I have little memories of what I did
or where I went. I do have some recollection of being
at the turret house. I don't have any memories of being
touched sexually, but I do recall Mrs Fletcher was
there. I don't even remember getting back to Fornethy.
It is secluded like Fornethy and about 15 to 20 minutes'
drive away from Fornethy.'

And she then goces on to talk about some psychiatric
input and other assistance that she's had.

Then, reporting of abuse:
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'"Through advice from the _ group, I did

report my abuse to the police. This was around

April 2023. I spoke with officers from Dundee and I was
given an update that as Mrs Fletcher is deceased, then
they could not take the case any further.'

In relation to records, she says:

'TI have tried to get access for my records to my
time at Fornethy House. I submitted a Freedom of
Information request to Glasgow Council but I was told
they did not hold any records for Fornethy.'

So far as lessons to be learned are concerned:

'I have since been made aware that there was abuse
at Fornethy being reported as far back as 1961 and right
up to 1991. 1If someone had listened and believed the
children then, and thereafter taken the appropriate
action, then many later children could have been
protected from the abuse they subsequently suffered.

'I don't want any compensation for what happened to
me. I can remember the first time I told my mum about
Fornethy, she asked me if there was money in it. I told
her I don't want arny money. I said 1f there was
a million pounds ir it, it would not interest me.

I just want acknowledgement.
'T do want to see Glasgow Council give an apology

for the lack of supervision they should have carried out
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at Fornethy. I am having legal assistance to try and
retrieve my records.'

And then in the final few paragraphs, 'Marie' says:

'I think people in authority should listen to the
victims of abuse. Today there is too much reliance on
whether paper records exist of people in care. I cannot
find any such records and feel that is holding people
back from believing the abuse that took place at
Fornethy. Listening to victims should be the start
point and they should be believed as well. When making
reports of abuse, it should not be so difficult to make
people aware of it and the system should not be so
complicated to make such reports. I am still left with
the belief that the many hoops we have to go through to
try and report the abuse leads me to think that people
are just trying their best to cover things up.

'I think there is still a cover-up by senior police
officers, a former Lord Provost and people from the
legal authority. There were many reports made to the
police for which there are crime reference numbers, but
the PF's office dernies any allegations reported to them.

'There are also cover-ups from doctors. I can see
from my medical records that the periods I was in
Fornethy are missing. This is the same for many women

who had been at Fornethy.'
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And 'Marie' finishes off by saying:
'I have no cbjection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'
And 'Marie' has signed her statement on 25 May 2024.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.
Now, I think we'll pause for the afternocon break,
because we've still got one planned read-in today --
MR MACAULAY: Yes.
LADY SMITH: -- is that right; have I counted correctly?
But just before I get to my feet, to catch up with
names, to say again to anyone who 1s new to
understanding this, there are people whose identities
are protected, they're not to be publicised outside this
room. We do some use some names of people that are
their real names in this room, but that's just for
Inguiry purposes here. And there were four mentioned
earlier this afternocon; ,. Mrs , and
Mrs , and they're not to be referred to as having
been identified in our evidence outside this room, not
by anybody.
Right, well, I'll stop now for the afternoon break
and then we'll do the last read-in after that.

Thank you.
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(3.08 pm)

(& short break)

(3.22 pm)

LADY SMITH: Good afternoon again.

Now, Ms Macleod, the last statement for today,

I think.

MS MACLEOD: Yes, my Lady. The final read-in statement for
today is that of ar applicant who will use the pseudonym
'Jackie'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: The witness statement can be found at
WIT.001.001.5370.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Jackie' (read in)

MS MACLEOD: 'My name is ['Jackie']. I was born in 1961.
My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

'T was born at home in Glasgow. We moved around
a lot after that. I had ten brothers and sisters.

I was the fourth eldest.

'When I was about 10, we moved to the Springburn
area in Glasgow. My mother stayed home to look after
us. My father was there rarely. He worked as
a scaffolder. I don't know if he was working away.

I don't know the reason he wasn't at home.

'I was close with my siblings, but not so close to
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my mum. I suppose she spent most of her time looking
after all the children on her own.

'I went to Forrethy House in Perthshire at least

three times for about six weeks at a time. I was told
it was a residentizl school. I think I was put into
care as I was undernourished and not in good health.
I remember always having colds and sore ears. I also
think it was to give my mum a break. A couple of my
brothers and sisters would go into care at different
times.

'The first time I went to Fornethy House, I went
with my eldest sister. The second time, I think I was
by myself and the third time, I was with my youngest
sister. I don't krow how it was organised or who
organised it. I was just told I was being sent away to
a residential school and that was it.

'TI was about € years old the first time. I'm not
sure of exact ages. This is the reason I am keen to see
my records. I thirk I had been attending the Campbell
Field Primary School or I was at Anfield School at the
time. I don't know who organised for me to go into
care.

'TI went on a bus to Fornethy House. I remember my
mum taking me from our house to Charlotte Street in

Glasgow. My eldest sister and I got on the bus. The
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bus had [a lot] of other girls on it. I think there
were about 30 girls. There were no boys.

'I remember there being a woman on the bus. I felt
sick and she gave me a bag to be sick in. I had been
told I was going to a residential school but I wasn't
sure what that meant.

'"When we arrived, we were lined up and our names
were called. I didn't know what was going to happen to
me. I was not excited about being there. I remember
not being happy about leaving my brothers and sisters.

I would have preferred to stay at home.

'After your name was called out, you were allocated
a dorm. The dorm was a long room [full] of beds. There
was a locker next to each bed and your things were put
in it. My mum had been given a list of things that we
were to bring. We took our stuff in a bag from home and
then we put it in & locker. I remember not having
toothpaste at home and my mum got us some for going.

'I was separated from my sister. I don't know where
she went. I would sometimes see her in the dining room.
We were not allowed to roam freely about the house.
There were other dorms and they had different names.

I can't remember the name of the dorm I was in. The
dorm had about ten or 12 beds. It looked like

a hospital ward.
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'It was the same teachers every time I went. There
was Miss Robertson, Miss Miss Fletcher and
viss [ESEIEGEG

'We were woken up early in the morning, someone
would come into the room and shout at us to get up. We
had to get up and make our beds. The bed had to be made
properly. They would inspect your bed and if you didn't
make it to their standard they would shout and bawl at
you. They would also give you a slap. The bed would be
stripped and you would be made do it again.

'We then had to brush our teeth. We stood in a line
at the bathroom. The bathroom was on the same floor as
the dorm. We were told to brush our teeth guickly.

'At bedtime, we would have to brush our teeth and
get straight into bed. It was a regimented routine. It
was very strict.

'The staff used to come in the middle of the night
and check if anyone had wet the bed. They would pull
you off your bed in the middle of the night. They would
check your bed and they would check your underwear. If
they found that you had soiled your pants, you were made
to take them off and put them in a pile in the middle of
the room. We were then marched into the bathroom and
made to clean the pants. It was dark and the floors

were freezing. It was Miss Robertson and Miss Fletcher
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who would demand that we got up out of our beds. They
were both nasty women. They would be checking if you
had wiped your bottom properly. If your pants were not
clean then after you had to wash them, the pants would
be put on the radiztor to dry. [That] happened
regularly.

'The bed-wetters had to turn the chair at the end of
the bed to the side before they went to bed at night.
This was so the staff would know who wet the bed.

I would turn my chair but I didn't wet the bed. I was
too scared.

'If you did wet the bed, you would get a doing from
a staff member. If you wet the bed in the middle of the
night, you had to lie it in until the morning.

'We were given baths. I would describe bath time as
like a sheep dip. The water was not changed in between
the girls. When you first arrived at the house, they
would give you a bath and scrub you down. They would
scrub you like they were scrubbing a motor. It was not
a gentle scrub. They would then check your hair.

I always seemed to have nits. They would put a smelly
lotion on your head. They would take a bone comb and
roughly pull it through your hair.

'The dining room was downstairs. After we had

brushed our teeth in the morning, we went down for
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breakfast. We had to line up for our food. A woman
gave us our food ard we had to shout, "thank you". The
teachers would all be lined up watching you. They would
have breakfast with us. It was like they were waiting
to pounce on you if you did something wrong.

'After breakfast, we put our wellies on and went on
walks or outside to play. We would then have to go back
in for lunch. The routine was the same as for
breakfast. We had to line up for our food. The
teachers would all be watching.

'If you didn't eat your food, it would be kept back
for you to eat at the next meal time. So if you didn't
eat your porridge in the morning, then you went back in
the dining room at lunchtime, it was waiting for you.
You were kept back and made to eat it. You were made to
sit around a table and made to eat the food that made us
gag and be sick. If you were sick then they made you
eat your own vomit. I don't know how often this
happened. It happened to me quite a few times. It
happened to all the children. I didn't like bread and
butter pudding and I was forced to eat it.

'I remember being taken to a school room. I think
we were only taken there once a week. We did some
writing and some sums. Only certain people would be

taken to the school room. Not everyone went but I [had]
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to go.

'When we were outside in the grounds, we were left
to organise ourselves. We played with the grass and
stones. We pretended they were money for the shop. We
were also taken on organised walks. This would happen
every couple of days.

'We would be told to put on wellies and we would
walk for miles. We had no socks on and the rubber at
the top of the wellies would rub against our legs
causing it to bleed. We did not receive any medical
attention for this. I didn't speak to anyone about it
as we all suffered it.

'We also had to write letters home. We had to write
out what was written on the board. My mum would send me
a postal order. I was allowed to use this money to buy
sweets.

'I didn't receive any visits from a social worker
while I was in care. I never saw a social worker when
I was at home either.

'There was a medical room. If you were not feeling
well, you were sent to the medical room. One of the
staff would get a hig spoon. It was like a tablespoon.
They would put something on it. I don't know if it was
cough mixture or if it was cod liver oil. They would

put the spoon to the back of your mouth and you would
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gag. The liquid was rammed down your throat. I was
quite a sickly child. I was always loaded with a cold
so I was sent quite a few times. Once they rammed the
medicine down your throat, you were then told to carry
on with what you had been doing. You were not allowed
to stay in bed.

'To this day, I can't have anything in my mouth.
I believe this was from the trauma of them ramming the
spoon down my throat.

'I have no clear recollection of specific abuse from
the first time I was there. All I remember is that I
wasn't happy to be going back. I know there was abuse
the first time I was there, but I think I have blocked
lots of things out.

'When I arrived the second time, I remember I had
been sick on the bus. When I got off the bus,
Miss Robertson, one of the members of staff, said she
recognised me. She said, "['Jackie'], you've been here
before”. She punched me on the right-hand side of my
head. I then hit my head against the wall. My sister
just stood there horrified. She was only 5 years old at
the time.

'It was not a rnice atmosphere. I was witnessing
people getting shouted at and slapped. We were not

allowed to talk to one another. They would shout at you
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for speaking. I remember going back for the second time
and I felt absolutely terrified. 1 was in a right state
as I knew what I was going for.

'I remember another time I was outside. It must
have been springtime. I was trying to pet a lamb. It
was so cold, I had not realised that I had cut my face
on the barbed wire. When I got back, I was marched down
to the medical room. A bit of gauze was put on the cut
and I was shoved away. I had been so cold, I couldn't
feel the cut on my face. When we were outside we had to
wear a floral smock over our clothes. It was like
a Victorian smock. It was not warm enough. We were not
allowed to go back inside until they gave us permission.

'When we were ocutside, we were not allowed to ask to
go to the toilet. We had to hold it in. We were only
allowed to go to the toilet at certain times [of] the
day. We would go to the toilet when we got up in the
morning, then at lunchtime and again just before bed.

'We were not allowed to communicate with the other
girls. Talking was not allowed between the girls.

I remember one time, Miss Robertson leathered me for
smiling at another girl. We were in the dining room and
I smiled at this other girl. Miss Robertson came up and
grabbed me by my clothes. She grabbed my pants and

yanked them up into my privates. She leathered into my
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leg really hard. She then beat the other lassie up.
She did this in front of all the staff and the kids.

She used her hands. Miss Robertson was a big woman.
'Sometimes we whispered to each other. We were
allowed to sing when we were in the TV room. They would
let us sing songs that were in the charts at the time.

I remember singing "Ten Guitars™ and "Chirpy, Chirp,
Cheep, Cheep".

'T must have been close to leaving when Miss
punched me in the ear. She was allowing me to buy
sweets with my postal order from my mum. She was asking
what I wanted. I told her that I wanted to buy
something for my brothers and sisters. She punched me
to the side of my head. It was so hard that I fell onto
the concrete floor. I couldn't hear anything.

I blacked out, I remember nothing about it.

'I must've been unconscious as I woke up in a single
room and there was a man standing over me. I think he
must have been a doctor as he had a stethoscope round
his neck. Miss and Miss Robertson were also in
the room. I remember being terrified of them. I had my
nightclothes on. I don't remember how I got there.

I don't know how long I was in the single room for.
I don't think I received any treatment for my right ear.

'I think I have blanked out much of the abuse. It's
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like I have shut myself down. My most vivid
recollections are from my last time at Fornethy House.

I know I was hit ard I was scared of all the staff. The
staff were all women. The staff would sit and watch you
all the time. You were too scared to do anything.

I think they would victim pick. They all abused us.

'T remember waking up one morning and my hair was
sticking to my pillow. My ear had been running that
night. I was terrified that I was going to get into
trouble for making a mess of my pillow. The teacher
said it was okay, so she must have been one of the nicer
ones. On this occasion, I was not beaten up.

'One night, my sister came into bed with me. She
had wet herself and was freezing cold. She was [soaked]
with urine. I told her that she had to go back to her
own bed. I was terrified that we were going to get
beaten up if we were found in bed together. I wouldn't
have been able to randle watching that. [My sister]
then went back to her own bed.

'T remember two sisters at Fornethy House. They
both had short hair. We had been outside. We sometimes
sat together, but rot talking. One of the sisters
nudged the other sister and she ended up in the frog
pond. A member of the staff dragged them both inside.

One was grabbed by the hair and the other was grabbed by
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her clothes. The girls were given a beating with
a slipper or a shoe. They were screaming. I'll never
forget the screams. They were getting really leathered.
I think the girls were about 6 or 7. I sat with tears
streaming down my face. I don't remember seeing the
sisters again. This incident really sticks in my head.
It was a brutal attack. I'm not sure which teacher
leathered them, it might have been Miss Robertson.

'The only man about the place was the handyman,
. I remember he came into the shower room. I was

having my shower with [my sister]. We had no clothes

on. I think I was about 10. There was one teacher in
the room. When walked in, there was eye contact
between him and the teacher. I'm not sure why, but

I was shaking in my shoes. I grabbed a face cloth and
tried to hide -'s and my private parts. I was
terrified that we were going to be taken away by him.
I don't know why I did that and why I felt that way.
I don't know why he was in the room when we were
showering. There were some girls who were more
developed than me. They were shouting at . They
were laughing and sneering.

'"Two girls escaped from the house. When they were
found, they were dragged into a room in front of the

rest of us girls. We had all been put into this big
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room. They had been beaten up and they were totally
distraught. The staff were pointing at them and told us
this is what we would get if we ran away. We were told
not to speak to the two girls. I think this happened
while I was there with [my younger sister].'

The witness then speaks, between paragraphs 46 and
50, my Lady, about a period she spent in a home called
Dr Lumsden's Home in Ayrshire. And I'll move on to
paragraph 51, where the witness speaks about reporting
of abuse:

'I didn't tell anyone what was happening at Fornethy
House. My mum was always too busy to talk to. She was
always working out how she was going to feed us all. It
must have been really hard for her. I used to beg her
not to send me back to Fornethy House. She didn't want
us to go inteo care full-time. Sending us away for short
periods of time was her attempt at keeping the family
together.

'We had moved to a house in Springburn when I was
about 9 or 10. I think the flat we had been staying in
was basically part of a derelict building. We had no
inside toilet and ro hot water. We were the last family
to be moved out and rehoused. The house had a bath and

a garden.’

LADY SMITH: So that's the new house at Springburn.
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MS MACLEOD: I think that's right, my Lady, that must be the

new house:

'I didn't have to go back to Fornethy House.
Neither did any of my siblings. I felt like I had
become an adult as I no longer needed to be sent away.
I think I was too old to be sent away to residential
school.

'T liked living in the house in Springburn. I would
help my mum out with my younger siblings and I used to
give them baths. I left school when I was about 14 or
15. I wasn't encouraged to stay on. I think this was
because I came from one of the poorer areas.

'I had a breakdown when I was 17 or 18. I wasn't
eating and I ended up in hospital. We were not
a well-off family and I thought that if I didn't eat,
then my brothers ard sisters would have more food.

I had just heard that Fornethy House had closed down.
This rattled me. I had wanted to go back as an adult

and confront the staff there.'

LADY SMITH: 2And Fornethy closed in 19807
MS MACLECD: 1980, my Lady, ves.

LADY SMITH: Wasn't it? So that would be right. She'd be

about 18.

MS MACLEOD: Yes:

'I think I went into a depression and I was
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prescribed tablets. I decided to take _and

walked down the main road. I tried to get myself killed
B  someone took me back to my mum's house. She
made me drink salt water to make me sick. It was
a wake-up call for me. I realised what I had done. It
made me stronger ard I decided to get on with my life.
'T trained as a machinist. I got married when I was
22 or 23. My sister used to come and stay at the
weekends and she erded up staying and I kept her for
years. 1 was 13 years older than her and I was like
a mum to her. I worked hard and I would buy her things.
I took care of her. She had a different way of life
from what we had had. T made sure she had clothes.
Anything she wanted, she just had to say.
'[I was 27 and 30 years old when I had my children].
I had moved a lot as a child so I made sure that my kids
only had two addresses. I worked for a short time after
I had [my second child]. My mum used to help look after
the kids but, when she died, I had to give up work. As
I got older I became closer to my mum. When I was
younger she was just too busy and we were not close.
'"The impact from my experiences at Fornethy House
have been huge. I don't like being in the dark.
I don't like being closed in and I don't like people too

near me. I can't hug anyone. I don't like people being
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too close to me. I don't like being in a 1lift. I don't
trust people.

'At Fornethy House they used to turn the lights out
and shout and bawl. It freaked me out. It was pitch
black and they would march us down to the toilet. In my
own house, I leave all my doors open in the house.

I leave my hall lights on. I'm terrified of having to
get up and go to the toilet in the dark. I was also
frightened my kids would wake up and not see where they
were going to the middle of the night if they needed the
toilet.

'I became overprotective of my children. When I had
to start letting them go a little bit by sending them to
the shop, I would run down and peek out of a closed door
to see they were all right.

'TI once went or a holiday with my pal. [It] was
a nightmare. I started to panic as I'd been away for
a couple of days. I wanted to get back as soon as
possible. I thought I wasn't getting home. I connect
that to my experierces at Fornethy House. I always had
a fear when I was there that I was not going to be
allowed to go home. I was never told how long I was
going to be staying for. I'm okay to go away for a day
trip or a week at the very longest. There's no way

I could go away from home for a fortnight.
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'I don't like people hugging me. I'm not used to
that. It puts me into a panic. I start sweating.

I received no comfort at home or in Fornethy House.
There was no affection shown even between my siblings.
I would cuddle my children when they were young, but

I don't cuddle them now they are adults.

'I don't trust people in authority. If I don't know
them, I don't trust them. I analyse people. I also
don't trust people who have eyes like Miss or
Miss Fletcher. They had tiny, evil eyes.

'I put my lack of trust down to my experiences at
Fornethy House. I couldn't talk to anyone. I was
scared to even look at anybody. I was happy with my
brothers and sisters before I went to Fornethy House.
That changed after I went to Fornethy House.

'T had surgery on my right ear in 2007. I kept
taking ear infections. My inner ear was all smashed
inside. After the surgery, I had to go for check-ups.
Three years after the surgery, the doctor asked me if
I had been in a car crash. He thought that's what had
caused the damage in the first place. I told him
I hadn't been in a car crash. I told him that I had
been punched in the ear as a child. It was after
[meeting my doctor] I started to look back at my

childhood.
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'T went bask to Fornethy House. I thought I heard
things when I was about the house. I did not go inside.
It gave me the heebie-jeebies when I saw the side door.
It reminded me of when the two sisters were dragged
through it after they had fallen in the frog pond.

'I have relationship problems. I can cut people off
easily if they annoy me in any way. I just take a step
back. I just won't have them in my life. I am no
longer in contact with my brothers and sisters.

'My [youngest] sister died seven years ago. She had
been with me in Fornethy the last time I was there. She
went down the wrong road in life. She took to drink and
drugs. I think she committed suicide because of what
happened to her in Fornethy. She used to be pulled out
of her bed in the middle of the night because she wet
the bed. I feel bad now for not speaking to her.

I didn't realise what the problem was.

'I went to see a lawyer about my time in care. He
told me to get in touch with the Scottish Child Abuse
Inquiry. The Inquiry put me in touch with
Future Pathways. I had a meeting with [a person at
Future Pathways]. She mentioned Helen Holland [and]

I got in touch with INCAS. Once I had spoken to Helen,
I felt she could help me more. I was glad to have met

Helen. INCAS made a private referral for counselling
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and I see a counsellor conce a week. I have only started
to talk about my akuse this year.

'I have made ar application to get my records.

There is an ongoing problem between Possil Council and
Springburn Council about providing me with my medical
records. I'm keen to see my records as I want to know
the exact dates of when I was in care. I am hopeful of
getting them in the near future.

'T would like the Inquiry to be able to help people
like myself. I would hope that it would help kids in
care so that what I suffered won't happen again.

I would like the Irquiry to be able to help people that
are not as strong as myself, like my [youngest] sister,
who has not been able to give her evidence to the
Inquiry.

'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry and
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'

'Jackie' signed her statement on 19 September 2017.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much indeed. Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady, that completes the evidence for today

and tomorrow we have three live witnesses, with the

first starting at 10.00 am.

LADY SMITH: At 10 o'clock. Thank you very much for that.
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Just some names, some of these I've mentioned
already, not today but previously, again people whose
identities are protected by my General Restriction Order
and they're not to be referred to as mentioned in our
evidence outside this room. And that was Ms ,
Ms and again who was mentioned earlier
today. I think that covers everybody that I needed to.

So thank you very much. And I'll rise now until
10 o'clock tomorrow morning.

(3.47 pm)
(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Thursday, 21 May 2026)
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