














































































































































































































10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

i

22

23

24

25

There was sometimes Miss who was another
teacher. Sometimes she would be there as well.

And as far as being on the walks would be concerned,
would anything happen in relation to how you were
treated?

To me, it felt like military boot camp, like as though
you were in like a prison for children. Interestingly
enough, with my dad being in the army, you know, it was
like we would sort of be two-by-two, a bit like when
you're in the school playground, the teachers would line
you up and you would be like two-by-two. So we would
have to walk in two-by-two, in pairs. But I was not
allowed to walk with my sister.

But did you have any -- you were only 5.

Yeah.

And your sister was four years older.

She was 9.

Did you have any difficulty in keeping up with the older
girls?

We were kind of kept separate quite a bit anyway.

I mean, when we went to these long walks there would
always be like a sorta teacher at the front and then

a teacher behind and the kids sort of in between.

And did you walk in all weathers?

Oh, yeah, yeah, rain. It wisnae snowing when I was
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So there was curriculums where we did get activities
that were fun.

Well, that takes me on to schooling then. I think there
were classrooms there, is that right?

Yes.

And so far as you're concerned, were you in a different
class to your sister?

Yeah.

Who was your teacher, did you have a particular teacher?
Miss Robertson. And sometimes Missas well, but
mostly Miss Robertson. And the nice teacher.

And would the classes be after your walks?

Yeah. We didn't go to class every single day. Like,
there's some days, like maybe that was the weekend, but
as a child you wouldn't know. But most days that we did
go to class, I did enjoy it.

The only issue when we were in the classroom was --
oh, God. When I, when I asked, could I write a letter
home to my mum, and I'm sure it was Miss I just
keep seeing Miss ‘s face, and she said: 'No, you
can't 'cos your mum's dead'. And when we went to
Fornethy, we knew that mum was sick, but we were told by
my big sister and my dad that mum was in heaven with the
angels. So I believed my mum was an angel. And to be

told it from the teacher that my mum was dead, like,
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finger on like just one thing when you're seeing kids
every day being abused.

But did you see anything else happening in the dining
room that concerned you, that worried you?

With Miss Fletcher when I drank the cup of tea. So what
happened was Miss Fletcher told us all to hurry up and
get -- eat wir food up, to rush us out the dining hall.
And I was to get a cup of tea and she said I wasn't to
get it because I peed the bed, which I didn't pee the
bed. So my sister_said to her: 'No,
doesn't pee the bed'.

So she gave me like, it was like these wee
half-cups, a wee tiny cup, and as I was drinking it, she
forced it right down the back of my throat to the point
that I choked. And all I remember was one minute I was
in the room and then I blacked out. And I know this
might sound so far-fetched, but I was like -- so I was
out of my body and I was sort of looking down and
I could see me slumped, which is so bizarre, but I could
see me slumped on the table, like. And my sister was
sorta screaming and obviously the teachers are hitting
me to try and bring me round, and then I just sorta felt
like, I know it sounds really strange, but it was like
a whooshing sound and before you knew it I came round

again. But to me it was like -- and it'll stick with me
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obviously I'm trying to keep up with the pace of her.
And I know it sounds thingmy, but it was like a -- when
I think of a cartoon I can sorta laugh at it, 'cos it
just sounds a bit bizarre, like me with my wee tiny legs
trying to keep up, but, but it wasn't funny.

You also tell us about an incident when you were out on
your walks?

Yeah.

And you saw a stoat?

Oh, _saw the stoat, yeah.

Can you tell me about that?

Yeah. Er, so_loves animals, she's always been
one for animals, and there was this wee stoat and it was
lying on the path down towards the rocky bridge. And
Miss Robertson, Miss Fletcher and Miss were all
out on the walk. And I -- I was further back than

_and she'd stopped with whoever her partner was

and we were all sort of walking to catch up. AaAnd I got

to that point with_where she was saying to the

teacher: 'Can we save the stoat?', and the teacher's
shouting and telling her, no, she wasn't -- let it die
basically. Just let this stoat die. It's God's
creature, leave it to die. _was hysterical
because this wee stoat had obviously blood on it.

So, yeah, she was really nasty in the way she spoke
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And was the stoat just left there then?

It was just left. Yeah.

You tell us in paragraph 67 of your statement that
Miss Robertson and Miss Fletcher 'were just so cruel'?
Extremely. Miss as well, but they two were the
main ones that I recall, yeah.

And how did you see that cruelty coming about?

Verbal abuse, physical abuse, emotional abuse. Quite
degrading. For some of the older girls, it was quite
degrading. Like, erm, as I say, the girls with the
lumps, like I called them, the older girls, I just feel
a lot of them, there was a lot of nastiness towards the

older ones as well.

My sister _, like her -- the older ones of

her age, bearing in mind she's 9, - was quite --
she fought back. So the more that _WOuld sort

of answer back or fight back, the more aggressive they

would be with her. But_would -— I don't know

why -- she would take it.
But there was many girls that got abused from they
teachers.
And I think you tell us that hair was pulled?
Oh, yeah, hair pulled --

Girls were slapped?
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Did you -- are you able to form any view looking
backwards as to what age this individual might have
been?

Maybe 30s. Maybe, yeah. Maybe 30s, yeah.

So you remember being taken there?

Yeah.

You remember being there?

Yeah.

But you don't remember being taken back?

Don't remember going back to bed, no. But I don't think
anything happened to me at that party. I don't.

And did you see if there were any other children at the
party?

Not when I was there at that room, no, not at that time.
It was just me.

I want to ask you about another incident that you talk
about in paragraph 75, involving Miss |kl

Oh, God, yeah.

And she was also somebody who was one of the teachers
there. What can you tell me about her?

I didn't like her. She had this, it was like this
horrible laugh, like -- I just think, you know, 'The

Wizard of 0z' and you think of the witch in 'The Wizard

of 0z', and you -- that laugh, that's Miss She
was quite -- I mean, they were all guite aggressive and
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violent as well, but she was the one that was really
nasty about my mum, erm, yeah.

For me, the laughter of her, the hurtful things that
she said. She was guite nasty to my sister_ as
well. But I feel it was more Miss Robertson and
Miss Fletcher than Miss , you know. But she was
nasty. They all were, you know.

You tell us about an incident when a carpet beater was
being used.

Oh, yeah, yeah. So one of the monitors was, it was
like, you know, like, the old washing lines sort of
thing but it was, like, inside the building. And there
was this old, like, carpet, like an old, I would call it
like an Axminster, 'cos it's like one of these big,
expensive carpets. And the girl had a carpet beater and
it was like, I can just describe it, it's like it had
three sort of bits to it. And the girl was sort

of cleaning -- they would beat the carpet. And she took
the carpet beater off the girl and beat that girl over
the back with it.

Do you know why?

I have no idea. I don't think we needed any reason to
do anything. It just happened.

You also tell us about an incident at a lake.

Yeah. And this is the -- this is the strange thing with
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A.

I was 13, it was just after my 13th birthday, veah.
So what happened to you then?

Oh, God. I had to go and live with my sister and her

husband, and he sexually abused me. So I went to social

services and I reported the abuse and then I got taken

iR leMNo-R =P Sccondary Institutions - to be published later

Second

And the man that abused you, who was your sister's

partner at the time --

Yeah.

—-- I think you tell us he was murdered in around 2000?
Yeah, he got murdered many years later, yeah.

And then you tell us, 'Sharon', about the care
placements you had.

Yeah.

I think there was two?

Yeah.

You were -- and in particular there was one in

Pollokshields, Glasgow where you went when you were aged

14, is that --

Well, there was two in Pollokshields. There was
Fairfield Children's Home, but I went there as a Place
of Safety Order.

Yes:

And I was there for three weeks. And then after that
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like I wasn't believed in anything that I said. So
because I couldn't trust anyone, I wouldn't -- I would
just sort of be overly protective as well with my
children.

But, as much as I was overly protective and I didn't
really allow them to have much of a life, I was damaged
by that and I wasn't a good mum either. I thought
I was, but I wasn't. I was a -- I wasn't a good mum.
And I now know that because my kids are damaged by what
happened to me. It's like it's carried on through the
generations.

Have you had some treatment and support?

Not really. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

But I think you do tell us that you became a mentor

Well, yeah. Over the years. So over the past few years
I became a volunteer for Victim Support Scotland and
supported witnesses giving evidence in court and
travelled all over Scotland. Absolutely loved it. And

then I went on to do an SVQ there or mentoring for
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Sharon', thank you for the care you have taken
writing that and adding it to your evidence. I'm really
grateful to you, and thank you again for being here
today. It's added considerable value to the written
evidence I already had from you.

I hope you're able to have a restful time for the
rest of today, because I think you need it.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: But you've contributed a lot to the work we're
doing here, so thank you for that.

A. You're welcome.

LADY SMITH: Do feel free to go when you're ready.

(The witness withdrew)

MR MACAULAY: So that's 12.50 pm, my Lady, we'll probably
break --

LADY SMITH: Break now until 2 o'clock and then the next
witness.

A couple of names before I rise. One was the name
of a sister of the last witness, a sister-
She's not to be identified as referred to in our
evidence outside this room. And the other, somebody who
I've referred to before as being protected by my General
Restriction Order, and that's somebody called

Miss Il anc she's not to be identified as
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And I take it there were a number of other dorms?

Yeah.

Overall, 'Em', are you able to help me with roughly the
number of girls who were at Fornethy?

I think, I would have said -- I would say maybe about 70
aw in, maybe. But we werenae all allowed to mix.

Who was in charge of Fornethy?

Miss Fletcher.

And what was she like?

Horrible. Just horrible. She just -- she would just
walk aboot hitting for nothing and I couldnae -- they
would hit my sister, that's what drove me nuts. I could

put up with anything they were doing to me, but not to
my sister. And then when I went to protect her, that's
when I would get hit.

And was she -- was she an older lady?

Yeah, yeah.

Was she the oldest of the teachers there?

There was another teacher, Miss [ESJJJJl} I think, they
two were really old.

And what was Miss 's role then in the school?

Ch, she was even worse. I actually thought that she

was the headmistress at first. I didnae see a lot of
Miss Fletcher but I seen a lot of Miss . I don't

even know if they were Miss or Mrs.
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And which other teachers do you remember?

I remember Miss and I remember -- the

schoolteacher, yeah, I know what her name is noo but

I didnae really know it then. I thought it was maybe

Robertson or Robins, something like that, but I didnae

know her name completely.

And I think you say you now think that was

Mrs Robertson?

Yeah.

And what was she like?

She actually looked very young -- the youngest. And to

be honest, I thought she looked quite pretty and she'd

nice hair and all that. She wisnae totally horrible as

the rest, but she would -- when me and my sister were

sitting one time, she went away and told the other

teacher and then they pulled her off her seat and

right (?) her in her heid and all that, know what I mean.
But I remember being in her class and she left the

class at one point, but we -- they would write on the

board what you were to put doon on your letter and

I wrote it doon, but my ma had said to us when we went

away: 'If yous don't like it, you need to tell me and

I'l1l come and I'll get yous'. And my ma had said to us:

say something like 'I don't like sausages', and

I'1l know exactly what you mean.
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And which staff, was that the teachers or was that
domestic staff?
No, it was -- I think it was -- it was always
Miss , Miss I think, or Miss Fletcher.
It was always one of they three, I think.
And what was their manner and demeanour like when they
would come into the room in the morning, the dorm in the
morning?
Miss absolutely hated me and she would just go
right into my face and she would scream at me: 'You're
a scunner, you're a scunner'. She threatened me every
day. One day I had to tell _, she was greeting
'‘cos she did, she wanted hame, she was young, she was
getting hurt. And this day I had said to my sister:
'Don't greet'. And she just come up and went absolutely
ballistic with me. But she thought I was saying don't
greet for her. But I'm meaning: don't greet 'cos
they're gonna hit you mair.

She was really bad. And she would have a newspaper.
She hit you, passing you, didnae matter, and she hurt my
sister every single day. Every day. Even at night.
And we'll come on to look at that in a bit of detail,
'Em'?
Aye.

Because you do tell us about that.
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my sister. Because she was such a poor eater. She
would just get her heid and just put it right in her
porridge and she would have bits of porridge on her hair
and she would be sobbing, she would be greeting. It was
just -- it was just ridiculous.

LADY SMITH: So that was because she was a poor eater?

A. She was a very poor eater, uh-huh.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLEOD: And which teacher was involved in that, putting
her —-

A. Oh, Miss was the worst at that, aye.

Miss Fletcher done it to her I think, but it's mair so
Miss I remember most of the hitting coming fae.

Q. So you have described there seeing your sister's face
being put into the porridge?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. 'Em', what else do you recall happening in the dining
room, if your sister didn't eat her food?

A. Oh, she had passed -- this other big lassie -- I keep
saying she was a big lassie 'cos she was much bigger
than me, I thought she was a lot older than me but she
couldnae have been, but she would help me eat my
sister's food. And this day, the lassie had said to

_-— oh, I'm sorry, I'm not supposed to say am

I, aye.
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The woman said -- oh, jeez, what am I saying. This
day, the lassie had said to my sister: 'Shove your plate
here noo'. But the teacher, Miss Robertson knew.

I know that's the one that went to court. She saw us,
that lassie taking _'s plate. And the next
minute Miss Robertson and I think it was , or it
might have been Fletcher, one of the two, but I was here
and my sister was there and it was round tables.

Yes.

But you werenae allowed to just go and look aboot or
anything. You had to -- you werenae -- like you were
there like that, with your heid down. And the next
minute Ms Robertson went in to tell the other teacher
that [l 22¢ passed her food. And the next
minute, the two of them pulled her off her chair, but I,
'‘cos I've been wee noo, I realise it, but it was as if
she just went right ower ma heed like that. And they
dragged her somewhere, I don't even know where they tock
her.

So they took her off her chair and dragged her out of
the dining room?

Yeah, yeah.

And do you know what they did when they removed her from
the dining room?

I don't. I don't.
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Were you allowed to talk in the dining room?

No.

Were you allowed to talk in general around the house to
the other children?

No, no.

And -~

We did speak, but, see, when the teachers werenae in, we
were in the wee bedroom dormitory thing, we would talk
then.

And if you did talk, or if the teachers heard you
talking in the dining room or another part of the
school, what would happen?

Oh, you would just get hit, a slap to the heid or

something like that. But they would -- she --
Missused to use a newspaper and she liked to do

that on your bare legs.

And I think you describe that in your statement, 'Em',
that she walked around with a newspaper rolled up under
her arm?

Yeah, yeah.

And would use the newspaper then to hit the children?
Yeah. She would also use her hands but I think she
liked using a newspaper.

Did she hit you with the newspaper?

I cannae even remember. I saw her hitting my sister
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go maybe for like two hours or maybe three hours,
something like that.

Did you go to church?

Once I got taken to church.

And did the staff or the teachers choose which children
went to church?

Yeah. Yeah.

And do you know what that choice was based on?

No. They would just say: you, you, you.

And did the staff or the teachers say anything to you or
give you any sort of warning before you went to church?
Oh, you werenae to put a foot wrong in the church, or on
the bus going te it. Because one lassie that was
sitting next to me in the church, she kept fidgeting.

I don't know her name or anything, but she kept
fidgeting. And when she got back and went onto the bus,
that Miss went nuts with her and everything,
screaming at her. I did sit at peace, so I was fine
that day.

I want to ask you, 'Em', about the walks you were taken
on at Fornethy.

Yeah. They would go a walk every day and it would take
us fae the residential school to a reservoir.

I remember hating them. I hated the walks. And the

weans would just all get hit, they're all walking and
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walks?

Yeah, especially the wee ones.

And what would happen in those situations?
They would just get hit and shoved, pushed.

Who would push them?

It would be -- I think most of the time, it was
Missthat took us on that walk, but I think

there might have been another teacher, but I couldnae
actually tell you who she was.

And you've mentioned there being pushed. I think you
say in your statement that children could also be
slapped on the head?

Yeah, oh, uh-huh, uh-huh.

On the walks?

Yep. Yep.

And were you put in pairs for going on these walks?
Yeah. It would be two, two, two, two, two, two.

So could you, for example, be with your sister if you
wanted to be?

No, I think they told you who you had to go wi'.

Did you ever run away or think about running away?

Yeah. This is the only time I can actually remember it.
I did want to run away every day, but I remember when we
got put to bed at night, these blue lights would come on

in the ceiling and I thought they stayed on all through
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that your dorm stopped joining the queue --

Yep.

-— for the tuck shop.

There was nae point. They werenae going to get
anything.

Now, you have said there that the staff shouted at the
girl. What sort of things did they shout at her?

Oh, a scunner, disgusting, they would just say, just to
bring you doon. If you done anything wrang, they would
just call you anything at all to make you look stupid.
And that lassie obviously couldnae help wetting the bed.
And do you remember which teachers did that?

Mostly Miss , and Fletcher sometimes.

Now, in paragraph 41 of your statement, 'Em', you speak

about a Miss and something that happened with
her?
Yeah.

Can you just tell me a little bit first of all about

Missand what her role was in the school?
I think she was a teacher, I'm noc -— I'm no too sure,
but I do think she was a -- she would come into the

dormitory too, right enough, but I do think she was
a teacher for some reason.
And I think on this particular occasion that you're

telling us about, that she came into the dormitory?
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done. But I just was going, oh, please don't let
anybody see what she's doing.

So I think, did she put her hands inside your pyjama
bottoms?

Yeah, and she put them doon the back and then right
roond the front.

Okay. And I think -- at the time, 'Em', what was going
through your head at the time?

I think I knew it wisnae right. There was something
just not right, and obviously -- but I don't think

I actually knew exactly what wisnae right. I think

I just know -- I just knew she shouldn't have had her
haunds on my pyjamas.

I just want to look at some particular specific
instances of Mrs 's treatment of you and your
sister that you tell us about in your statement.

Yeah.

And you describe in paragraph 43, an example, that you
would be waiting in the queue for the toilet and your
sister would be crying --

Yeah.

-- for your mum?

Yeah.

And I think you say that this was one of the first times

that you'd stood in the gqueue for the toilet?
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Yeah.

And can you tell me what happened?

That time when we were staunding in the queue, all's we

had on was wir vest and pants. But I'm staunding in my

queue and I'm looking there at my sister and

I'm going -- I could see her greeting and I'm going, oh,
God. Next minute, [2: just came by, just whack.

She was famous for doing it with her haunds, but and

a newspaper, and she just kept whacking at my sis -- and
I would come out of my queue and go o'er to her and say:
it's all right. But I was trying to stop them.

I was -- obviously I couldnae stop them, but I thought

I could at that age, know what I mean?

So she was hitting your sister?

Yeah.

In the queue?

Yep. And that was just 'cos she was greeting. She

wisnae even staunding, greeting like that, she -- 'cos

my sister always kept her heid away doon.

And do you say anything to Mrs ?

I don't think I did say anything to her. I can't
remember saying anything. I was just trying to cuddle
And did she see you cuddling your sister?

Yeah. She would just used to go nuts. She would just
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be getting pulled and hauled all over the place.

And when she saw you cuddling your sister, did she do
anything to you?

Aye, she would be hitting me, but she would stop hitting
my sister.

Okay. So she then would stop hitting your sister and
start hitting you?

Yeah.

You describe another time when you and your sister were
holding hands in the dormitory across your beds.

Yeah.

Can you tell me about that occasion?

I would hold my sister's haund because she -- I know
that's all I'm saying, but she would be greeting and

I would try and comfort her, but we werenae allowed to
get oot of that bed once we were in it. So what we
would do is we would reach out and hold each other's

haunds, and that was the biggest crime of the century

too.
And did Mrs see you doing this?
Yeah.

Holding your sister's hand?
Yeah.
And what did she do?

I think that was the time she pulled me and my sister
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oot wir beds. I was made -- she took us right oot
dormitory. There was a toilet right next to the

dormitory, I was put in there and she said to me:

the

'Don't

sit doon, you better staund there'. And she took my

sister away and she put my sister in the library.

at one point, I do remember sitting doon, like in

But

a basket, like a wee —-- just sitting in like a basket.

I don't know when I came out of there. I don't know

when my sister come out the library.
And going to the library, was that something that

happened --

A lot, aye. Not to me, I was never put in the library,

but a lot of people were.

And who put children in the library?

Miss mostly.

And did your sister or anyone else tell you what

happened in the library, what did they have to do in the

library?

My sister said that she had to just staund up. I think

she said she had to face the wall. But I cannae
actually remember anything else that she told me,

I knew she was scared. She said she was terrified

but

'cos

it was all dark, there wisnae any lights or anything on,

and this is like a massive room.

And this is nighttime?

138



10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

i

22

23

24

25

Yeah, yeah. (Pause)

She says that me and -were pretending to be
sleeping that night. I forgot about that, it's Jjust
when I seen that bit. She says that -- but it was only
me and my sister, I think, that was actually sleeping.
I was under the impression that the other kids were
carrying on, but I don't know if that's true because
I genuinely was sleeping. And when she come in, she
says that we werenae sleeping, we were at it. We
werenae, know what I mean. She says we were carrying

on. We were sleeping.

LADY SMITH: So that was Mrs was it, that said

that?

Yeah, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS MACLECD: So you were asleep then when she removed you

from your beds?
Uh-huh, yeah. Oh, she just pulled you out that bed.
Now, something you say at paragraph 45, 'Em', is you
say:

'I couldn't hide the look of hatred and
would scream at me.'

Yeah, I couldnae. She hated me wi' a passion but she

would scream into my face: stop looking at me like that,

stop looking -- but obviously she could see the hatred
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Mostly Miss . But Miss Fletcher, I seen her

doing it at that point in time and all.

And where, where would she hit you, what part of your

body?

Your face, your head, anything that a haund -- she would

just connect with you. It would be your legs, your

back, your head, your face. It would be anywhere.

And I think you do say at paragraph 43, 'Em', you say:
seemed to hit someone every day.'

Yeah.

So it was a regular thing?

Yes, every day. Every day somebody got hit.

So at this time, 'Em', you know, you thought you were

going to a place, you thought you were going to

a holiday?

Yeah.

You then find yourself in this environment as

a 9-year-old. How did you feel? What were you thinking

at the time?

I -- I really don't know, but I remember thinking to

myself, naebody's ever doing that to my sister again, or

me. That I was a good wean, I had never had a bad

school report. I had never had anything like that. And

when I came back fae Fornethy, I was a wild child.

I really was a wild child. I just --
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When you came out of Fornethy?

Yeah, yeah.

Yes, and we'll look at that shortly.

Yeah.

One thing you say at paragraph 53, 'Em', 1is you say:

'It seemed the younger they were, the harder they
got it.'

Yeah. Yes.

So are you saying there that the younger children seemed
to be targeted?

Yeah, all the kids. There was a wee one at 5. They
were sisters. One was 5, one was 7. They were lovely.
They were like wee angels, they had pure, lovely, long
blonde hair. And they wee lassies got hit all the time,
'cos they couldnae make their bed.

But see, the big lassie that used to try and eat my
sister's dinner, some o' us would try and help these two
wee ones. I think they must have been the youngest in
our dormitory, but they wee lasses got hit all time, and
for some reason Missconstantly cut their hair.

So they went with their hair away doon there. And
when they get off that bus, 'cos they went the same day
as us, when they get off that bus, their hair was away
up there. And I just remember their ma going nuts.

That their hair had been cut?
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A. Uh-huh.

LADY SMITH: And it started off about halfway down their
back, I think you were pointing, were you?

A. Yeah, yeah.

MS MACLEOD: You mention one of the teachers had a dog in
the house.

A. That's right, I remember a wee like kinda Scottie dog
thing.

Q. Now, you say, 'Em', that you and your sister counted
down the days until you were leaving?

A. Yeah.

Q. I think you in fact counted the days to your sister?

A. Mm-hmm, yeah.

Q. To try and help her?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Try and comfort her?

A. I would say to her, Jjust: '-Jr it's four weeks, it's
three weeks, it's two weeks, it's one week'. But they
would -- Miss would constantly tell me, I wisnae
ever going hame. She would tell my sister that too:
'You're never going hame, you're here'.

And I didnae know exactly what day we were supposed
to go hame, but I knew that it was like so many weeks.
And this day, I don't know why I wisnae with my sister,

but I remember Misssaying to me this: 'See,
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when you leave here the morrow, I'm going to put a white
sheet oot that window', she went, 'cos there's no many
that could beat me'.

There's no one, sorry, could you —-

She went, there's no many that could beat her.

And I ran -- I remember running up the stairs and
saying to my sister: 'We're going hame, we're going
hame'. And she's going: 'We won't'. I went: 'We are,
she's just told me she's putting a sheet oot the window
the morrow'. I went: 'So we're getting hame'.

But that -- right enough the next day we did go
hame.

I think I annoyed her most 'cos if -- see, if she
done something to me, I didnae care what she done to me,
I cared mair aboot what she done to my sister.

I couldnae watch it. And I used to think, god's sake,
man, why is she treating a wean like that?

And indeed you do tell us that the day after Mrs
said that to you, you did get home?

Yep, yep.

And you got on the bus back to Glasgow?

Yeah.

With the same group of girls that you arrived with?

Yep.

And you say that your mum was waiting for you at Bath
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of today and relax and think about something else.

A. Thank you so much.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

A. Thank you. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Now, we will take the afternoon break now, but
a couple of names I'd like to mention of people who are
not to be identified as referred to in our evidence
outside this room, a couple of them we've heard already,

a Miss and Miss |[NEE who were mentioned by

earlier witnesses this week. There was also a mention
of an _ I think, was that everybody? And
a variation of -, which is the same person who's
also mentioned, she's not to be identified outside this
room either.
So, we'll take a break now and then we'll get back
to some read-in -- reading in evidence, yes?
MS MACLEOD: Yes, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: Thank you.
(3.00 pm)
(A short break)
(3.10 pm)
LADY SMITH: Mr MacARulay.
'Teresa' (read in)

MR MACAULAY: Now, my Lady, this next witness is
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trees. It was in the middle of nowhere and I
immediately thought that this was not going to be

a holiday. We were lined up and they then took all our
suitcases from us.

'After that, we were lined up and put in
an old-fashioned bath, which was in the middle of a big
room. A woman washed each of us with a scrubbing brush
and carbolic scap. I was put in the bath by myself, but
it was like a conveyor belt and the water wasn't changed
between each child getting in.

'After the bath, we then put on a flowery pinny and
were taken up to our dorm. The dorm I was put in was
called Reekie Linn and there were 12 of us in the dorm.
They left a blue light on in the dorm at night. I don't
know where my sister was sent to, but she went to
a different dorm.

'We found out that Misswas of the
home. She had grey hair and wore tweed, country-style
jackets. I don't think she was married and she was a
nasty woman. Other members of staff I remember were
Miss Fletcher, who was my teacher the first time and
quite tall, thin, with big teeth. Miss all whose
class I was in the second time, Miss Robertson who was
wee, fat with black hair and an Irish woman whose name

I don't recall, but who bathed us.
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'We got up at about 7.00 am when somebody put the
big light on. We then got washed and dressed, then
stood beside our beds before being taken down to
breakfast by Miss and another woman. After
breakfast, we went to class and after that,

Miss Fletcher, my teacher, would take us for long walks
through the trees. She loved going for long walks.

'We would go to the cloakroom and get our outdoor
clothes on, though most of us wore our own shoes. We
went on the walks every day, though at different times.
School was only a certain time, but I don't recall
exactly when it finished.

'At mealtimes, you all had to say thank you to
Miss and the other staff who sat at a long
table. If you didn't, you got put outside and went
without. We would get porridge or cornflakes for
breakfast. Like my dad, they made you finish
everything. In Fornethy, if I didn't like something,

I would pass it on to my sister.

'Some of the girls weren't so lucky and were
force-fed by Miss who was the only member of
staff I recall doing that. One wee girl in particular
that I remember was force-fed macaroni cheese.
Sometimes a girl being force-fed would be sick and

Miss would make her eat that as well. Other
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used to having baths in front of strangers and it was
a dreadful feeling.'

And moving on to schooling at paragraph 30:

'The day after we arrived, we were separated by year
of birth and sent to different classes based on that.
For some reason, I ended up in [my sister's] class, even
though she was a few years older than me, which meant
that the schoolwork was way ahead of what I was capable
of. My teacher was called Miss Fletcher and she called
me out to do sums or something like that. I couldn't do
it and she battered me several times on my bare legs and
I wet myself. I then got battered for doing that and
was put out of the class. I hated being in Fletcher's
class.

'The second time I was there, my teacher was
Miss, but she just seemed to sit on the window
sill and knit all day.

'"We had to write letters home, but had to copy what
had been written on the blackbocard, which was all about
how nice it was for us to be in Fornethy. If we wrote
anything other than that, we would get a slap. I saw
other girls getting slapped for this, so I was too
scared to write anything other than what was on the
blackboard. Since I couldn't tell my mum what was

really happening, I felt trapped.'

162



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

i

22

23

24

25

And she then talks about certain aspects of the
routine, healthcare, religious instruction, work,
birthdays and Christmas and then at paragraph 38:

'I never had a problem with bed-wetting, but those
that did got battered and didn't get breakfast. I don't
recall ever stripping my bed, but I think those that did
had to strip theirs. Certainly I remember that if
somebody wet their bed, everybody in the dorm knew they
had. During the night, if it was found somebody had wet
the bed, then they had to stand out in the corridor in
their underwear. We sometimes were given sixpence
pocket money, but some children weren't given it if they
had wet the bed or wet their pants.

'I didn't see anybody coming to Fornethy to inspect
it and the only person I remember coming in was the
local minister who would sometimes come in for dinner.

I don't know his name and he never spoke to any of us.

'Nobody came to see us, though sometimes my mum
would send comics and some money, but we never saw the
money and only got sixpence to spend in the tuck shop.

I still remember the sweet, minty smell of the tuck
shop.

‘Missand Miss Fletcher were the worst two
for discipline. In Fornethy, you did as you were told

or you got a slap and it could be for any daft, wee
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thing. If you stepped out of line, you got battered and
it could be for something as silly as talking while in
line. I think the girls generally stayed in line and
did as they were told, because they were too scared to
do otherwise.

'T never ran away, because I was too scared and the
place was in the middle of nowhere. I know of one girl
who shared the dorm with my sister, who did run away and
who got battered for having done so. I didn't see this,
but heard about it from others.

'I remember on my first morning, I was sitting
having my breakfast and I wasn't holding my cutlery
properly. Miss punched me in the back. It
immediately took me back to being at home and I just
thought: here we go again. After that, I always tried
to make myself invisible and wouldn't even cry so as not
to bring attention to myself.

'Not long after I arrived, the buckle on my shoe
broke and I was given a pair of big, tackety boots.
Everybody was laughing at me and I found the boots heavy
going as we went through the woods. I once had to wear
them when going to church and boys that were there were
laughing at me. I was mortified. I got these boots
early on in my time in Fornethy and had to wear them for

the rest of my time there.
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Instead, she pulled my blankets off me, pulled down my
pyjamas and slapped me on the backside. She kept
hitting me telling me to stop making noises.

'At nighttime you had to put your underwear on the
end of your bed so they could check if you had wet them
or soiled them. If you had, then you got a slap.

'On the second occasion that I was in Fornethy,

I was in Miss 's class and one day it was hot
and she took the class outside and told us to take all
our clothes off and run around. My sister asked what we
were doing and I told her Miss [N\l had told us to
strip off naked. I think back now and wonder why that
was done. Were there people in the woods with cameras?

'When my sister went to Fornethy with me,
Missseemed to take a shine to her. In my
opinion, they were both evil and I think that's why they
got along so well. My sister was only a year older than
me, but she was made captain of the dorm. If anything
happened in the middle of the night, she would make
a girl stand in the middle of the dorm until a teacher
came in to deal with the matter.

'So one night she put me and another wee girl in the
middle of the dorm. I was petrified and told her she
better let us back into our beds. She wouldn't let us

back into our beds, so we sat there and I told her
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true.'

'Catriona' signed her statement on 5 August 2022.

My Lady, that completes the evidence for today and
there are three live witnesses lined up to give evidence
tomorrow.

LADY SMITH: I think just two names to mention from this
afternoon, Miss and Miss . These are
people who are not to be identified as referred to in
our evidence outside this room.

Thank you very much.
Until 10 o'clock tomorrow.

(4.03 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Friday, 22 May 2026)
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