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It was for primary school girls.'

She then goes on to describe the premises in the
next couple of paragraphs and at paragraph 14, she says:
'Fornethy was run by Glasgow City Council.

was SNR , but I can't remember her
name. I remember she had a cane. She had grey,
shoulder-length hair and she seemed old to me. She kept
herself in pristine condition. There was also a member
of staff called Robertson. I think she was
Miss Robertson. I'm not sure but I think she was
probably in her late 20s/early 30s. She had a really
bad perm, which made her look a lot older. I remember
her because she was one of the nasty ones. I can't
remember any other staff, but I don't think there were
very many of them. There were dining staff who came in
solely to make the meals. I only remember female staff,
apart from one man who would be creeping about when we
got up for our breakfast. I don't know whether he was
a gardener or something. I've had a bad childhood so
I knew how to avoid things. I learned that early on.
'My dad took me to Bothwell Street in the city
centre. I was put on a minibus. I was fine with
leaving my dad behind. I had a wee bag with me, but you
weren't allowed to take too much. It was just a change

of clothes. There were other girls on the bus, all
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'"There was physical abuse at Fornethy. If the staff
didn't like the way you looked, they'd just slap you
across the face or the back of the head. They would
pull girls' hair back and push their faces into the
girls' faces. I know that was acceptable at the time,
but it shouldn't have been. Girls were taken out of the
classroom if they didn't write what they were told to
write in letters home. Sometimes they weren't even
taken out of the classroom. They would be hit across
the head or have their hair pulled back. They were
never hit more than once or twice at a time. The
teachers would go right up to their faces and shout at
them. That didn't happen to me.

would hit girls with her cane all
the time. The cane was like a walking stick. If a girl
tripped up while she was walking past, she would hit her
on the back of their legs and tell her to watch where
they were going. She would hit girls on the legs for
silly things like that. It depended on her mood. She
would hit girls once or more than once, but it was
always on the legs. It left red welts that went away.
She mostly hit us in the games room because she would be
there drinking sherry all the time.

'Everybody was checked over by the nit nurse when

they arrived. I went to her the day after I arrived.
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the reality of being away from home set in. There was
a cloakroom when you first went in the door.

'There was one teacher who was really strict from
the start. She looked wicked, even her face was wicked
looking. I always thought her name was Miss ,
but my sister told me that isn't correct. The teacher
had sharp features, she wore glasses and had brown,
curly hair. She had something on her face like a mole
or a wart with hairs coming out of it. I used to look
at it all the time.

'I remember just looking at her and thinking how
much I hated her. She had an accent, so I think she
might have been from the area. She used to wear a long,
tartan skirt, tan tights and brown-laced shoes like
brogues. She was quite thin and always took big strides
when she walked and it seemed like it only took her
a couple and she was right at me.

'The dormitories were upstairs. There were around
ten single beds in the dorm, but it could have been
more. They were on each side of the room. There was
a small locker beside each bed. I think there might
have been a small wardrobe beside that too. My
dormitory was upstairs. There were toilets right
outside our dormitory. I was in the same dormitory as

my sister. I knew of two sisters who were on the bus

33






10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

until you got it right. The horrible teacher used to
put her hand under and feel the bedsheets to check if
they were wet. If they weren't, you were then allowed
to make your bed. I think the wet sheets were taken
away to a lady who washed them.'

And she talks about the clothing and washing and
brushing teeth, and then at 20:

'There was a big dining room which was huge and had
big, round tables in it. There were maybe eight to
a table at mealtimes. They said prayers before meals.
[They] would stand to say a prayer and then sit down at
the table.

'I hated the food. I had always been a fussy, picky
eater. However, my sister told me that I wasn't as bad
as that until I came home from Fornethy. I was always
crying at the breakfast or lunch table. The teacher who
used to pick on me, who I call Miss knew that
I hated mealtimes. She used to make me eat porridge.
She used to hold my head and try to force the spoon into
my mouth. I had a wee fringe and bits of porridge would
go in it. She used to tell me that I was "a scunner"
and yank me from the table off my chair and I can't
remember what happened after that.

'[A girl] from my dormitory used to help me. She

would say, "Hurry up, push it over to me" and push her
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plate to me. She sat across from and could see the
teachers coming. There was a blonde teacher there

sometimes. I don't know if she saw us doing it, but

I was yanked by Miss from the table and taken
outside.
'"The mealtimes were just a struggle. I probably ate

the odd thing they gave me, but I don't remember
enjoying anything. We got a cup of milk and a biscuit
every night, which was all right.

'We went to lessons every day, but I think it was
only in the mornings. It was separate staff who came in
to do the teaching. I have a feeling that we went there
around - time because I can remember being cold
there all the time. I'm not sure if I was aware there
would be lessons before I went.

'T think there was a class teacher and there might
have been different teachers who came in. I was all
right when I was in the class. I don't think we were
given as much work as we were given at school. We
weren't given homework. They made us write a letter to
our parents, which they had written on the blackboard.
You had to write it out and write your address on
an envelope and give it over to the staff. They would
check it and put it in an envelope. I think we did that

once every week. I didn't have any visits from my
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family when I was there.

'It was the same staff all the time. Lunchtime was
just as tough. I can't really remember, but I just
remember mealtimes were horrendous and I used to dread
them. However, breakfast sticks in my mind the most.

'In the afternoons, they used to take us long walks.
We would go out with certain teachers. We had to stand
in a long line in twos. They would just lead us
wherever we were going on the walk. It was usually to
a wooded area. I hated the walks. I can remember

always being tired because they were so long. [I] felt

like we were away for ages and ages. I can remember
being cold. Miss would shout on us to hurry

up, so we weren't able to lag behind.

'There was nowhere to play there, like a playground.
There were no toys or dolls. There was a big hall.
I think they used to play music in the hall on
a Saturday. I don't remember it being the usual
teachers. I think it would be different teachers there.
They would try to get us up to dance. I think they let
us watch a film sometimes too. We weren't taken on any
trips or away for the day. It was just the long walks.
I don't remember playing at all. I don't remember
playing with my sister. We would come back from the

walk, hang our jackets up and put our wellies away.
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I think we came back about teatime. I just remember it
being dark all the time. I can't remember any sunny
days.

'There was a tuck shop where you lined up to get
sweets. I think you were allowed to spend 5 pence or
something like that. I didn't get them often because
I was always crying and being punished. You would maybe
get sweets and then go in and watch a film. I can
remember my mum sending us a parcel with sweets in it,
but I don't remember getting the sweets. I think I was
being punished constantly.

'"The staff selected a number of girls to go to
church in the minibus, which was on a Sunday. I only
went once, maybe because I was being punished again.

'I think bedtime was quite early, maybe 7 pm. While

we were in the dormitory, the door would be left open

and Miss used to sit outside our dormitory on
a chair. I think she was there until we fell asleep.

She used to say that you weren't allowed to get back up
once you were in bed.

'I think I was just concerned with myself when I was
there. I was too young to notice some of the other
teachers. The horrible teacher seemed to be in charge.
It was like she was running the place. It felt like she

was the boss.'
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And at paragraph 34:

'I remember one of the girls said no one else in the
dorm was getting any tuck shop because of me. One day
she told me it was all my fault that no one was getting
any tuck. She got into a fight with my sister about it.
My sister bit her on the leg. I was terrified of
Miss finding out. I don't think the girl told
anyone. Looking back, it was like she was trying to
turn everyone in the dormitory against me. I think she

hated me with a passion.

'The teacher, Miss [SEAJJJJ} usecd to pick on me
a lot and lash out at me and hit me. I wasn't used to

that. I used to cry a lot and I think that got to her
more. I was still young and I couldn't help it. I have
a granddaughter the same age and I find myself wondering
how someone could do that to a child of that age. I can
remember her saying there would be no nonsense. It was
regimental from the start. She would say not do this or
that or tell me, "You're nothing but a scunner", every
time she passed me. She used to say: "If you keep that
crying up, you won't be going home after your six
weeks".

'"When the teacher was lashing out at me, [my sister]
would try to get involved. Miss used to walk

around with a rolled-up newspaper and hit people.
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I wouldn't even be doing anything wrong. There was

a toilet downstairs, which I think they used to take you
to after lunch. She used to say that we weren't allowed
to close the toilet door. I remember feeling like it
wasn't right. I used to try to dodge her, to avoid her,
but she always managed to get me.

'One day I was standing there, just in my vest and
pants, waiting in line for the bath, and she just lashed
out and hit me on the bare legs. It was stinging.

I don't think I had been doing anything wrong.

'We had a bath twice a week. We had to stand in
a room. Everybody would be in a line with no clothes
on. You had to go into the bath with the person who was
standing beside you in the line. It could be anyone.

I absolutely hated that. There were two ladies there
who washed us in the bath. I can't remember seeing them
at any other time. I can't remember [my sister] being
beside me during bath time.

'One night I was in bed asleep. I don't know if
there was a carry on in the dormitory because I was
asleep. The teacher pulled me and my sister out of our

beds by the wrists and took me downstairs and put my

sister in the toilet. Miss always pulled me by
the wrists. She never took my hand. I remember as she

was taking me out, [another girl] was sitting up in bed
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looking bewildered.

'On this night, I had only vest and pants on.
I don't remember her telling me to take my pyjamas off.
I just remember standing in the library. I was shaking.
I don't know if it was with fear or with the cold. She
told me to face the wall and not to turn around.
I didn't know where my sister had gone. It felt like
hours before the teacher came back. It was dark
standing there, apart from a blue light in the distance.
I can remember hearing her shoes coming. It felt like
hours had passed before she came back. Eventually she
came and got me.

'She always lashed out at the kids. At the time,
I felt like it was always me. I saw her hitting other
children. [Two other children] used to cry all the
time. [One girl] used to cry at the table because of
what was happening to me. The tears would be streaming
down her face. My sister and I would always try to hold

hands and it would drive the teacher mad.

'Miss was rough and was always shouting at
me. It felt like she shouted at me every time she

looked at me. I was always aware she was there and that
I would get it at any time. If she had the newspaper,
she would hit you with that, otherwise she would use her

hand. It could be anywhere on your body, wherever she
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caught you, including your head, and I remember her hand
print on the back of my leg. You would be able to see
it coming most of the time. The other staff never
comforted us. I think the girls would talk about it
amongst themselves, but it was only really to say how
nasty that teacher was to us. We didn't have [any]
in-depth conversations.

'There was another teacher who had white hair. She
was heavy-built. She always seemed to be shouting.

I think that was just her way. I was frightened of her
too and felt nervous around her.

'I would have loved to run away. Our beds were at
a window in the dorm. My sister used to look out the
window, in the dark, and say it would be great if we
could go back home. She would do a countdown every week
and say to me "We've got five weeks to go". We were too
scared to run away.

'A few days before we went home, Miss kept
saying to me, "If you don't behave, you won't be going
home". I didn't know if she was allowed to keep me
there. It terrified me. By that time I had stopped
crying all the time. I think I was focusing on the fact
that I was nearly going home.

'They weighed us before we went home. I had

lost 4 pounds and my sisters had gained 4 pounds.
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published as part of the evidence to the Inquiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'

And she has signed the statement on 22 June 2022.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MR MACAULAY: Just to say that if we were to start another
one now, we would go over beyond the break.

LADY SMITH: Well, maybe we should --

MR MACAULAY: Take an earlier --

LADY SMITH: -- take the break just now, and note in passing
that we've got a new name there whose identity is
protected by my General Restriction Order. She is not
to be referred to as identified in our evidence outside
this room, and that was Miss . I think that
was the only one.

MR MACAULAY: That was the only one.

LADY SMITH: Yes. Thank you very much.

Very well, I'll take the morning break now.

(11.16 am)

(A short break)

(11.45 am)

LADY SMITH: Mr MacAulay.

MR MACAULAY: Now, my Lady, we do have an oral applicant who
is about to give evidence. Her -- she is an applicant.

She wants to remain anonymous and to use the pseudonym

47
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Yes, yes. We got to sleep with each other -- sleep
beside each other. As I say, meals and bedtime was the
only contact I had with her.
Were you allowed to speak in the dormitory?
No. They put -- they put, erm -- at night, they put
these blue lights on between -- I think it's 8.00 pm and
9.00 pm, between 8.00 pm and -- they turned blue lights
on. I don't know why they done it, but maybe it's
a thing, you know, to calm us down or whatever, I don't
know. But the lights went to blue and we were to stay
in wir beds and be quiet and they came and put the
lights out at 9.00 pm.
Okay. So can I Jjust ask you one or two questions about
more general things.

You have mentioned Miss Robertson.
Yes.
Can you remember any other names of --
Yes.
Who else do you remember?
Miss .
Miss ?
Yes.
And did you have dealings with Miss
Yes, she was usually in charge of our dormitory at

night.

63



10

L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

25

And anybody else apart from those two? Any other names?
Miss Fletcher, I had dealings with her. Miss .
Who was she? Who was she?
She was the headmistress. She was in charge.
And how many girls do you think were there at the time
you were there?
There was a lot of girls. I couldnae tell you a number
but I mean -- there were other dormitories and it was
all timed when you were coming out your dormitory. You
had to wait or you went at a certain time and then -- it
was kinda like school, you know, the kids coming out
each year after each other kinda thing, it was kinda
like that.

There were other dormitories, but I never seen them.
Never saw them.
So you had to remain in your own dormitory?
You weren't allowed to go into another dorm. You
weren't allowed to move unless they told you to, you
know.
Now, when you got up in the morning, did you have to go
and get washed?
Yes.
What was the regime there?
That was showers, shower time.

And were --
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were —-- that was it, aye. Really severely punished for
bed-wetting. Severely.

Did you wet the bed?

No, but an occasion happened, this was Miss was
on our dormitory at night. And I do think this was
right at the beginning of us getting there, because we
obviously didnae understand how strict everything was.
And the blue lights had come on and all the wee —-- we
were all sitting in wir beds. We were all sitting in
beds. MNone of us were out, out our bed. We were all
sitting. And we decided to have a wee singsong and sing
a wee -- you know: come on, we'll sing. And my sister
and I's bed, so far towards the other end of the --
where the door is. So we all started singing and then
we were picking songs and we picked -- we liked 'Paper
Roses' at the time by Marie Osmond, we liked that, so we
started singing it, my sister and I. Her bed was here,
the two of us were -- sorry, it was that side.
(Indicated).

So the two of us were singing away and we were
singing -- just caught up and enjoying singing cos we
loved singing when we were kids, and wir eyes were --
both of us, wir eyes were closed. And while I was
singing, I did notice that everything went quiet in the

dormitory, but I thought everyone had stopped to listen
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to me and my sister singing. I thought they must like
oor voices. But here, while wir eyes were closed,
just -- a hand grabbed me and grabbed her out of our
beds and dragged us along the dormitory, erm, barely
catching wir -- getting back on ma feet. Dragged us
along the dormitory, along the corridor, skelping us,
pushing us, threw us into a room, put me in one corner
and my sister in another corner and said: wait there,
I'm going to get Miss -- this was Miss -
I'm going to get Miss Fletcher, you two are getting
belted.

And she turned off the light and shut the door and
told us not to move.
What were you wearing at that time?
Nightgowns, bare feet. Bare feet.
And what happened?
Erm, well, it was absolutely terror, you know, just
totally: what did we do to deserve this, you know? We
were singing. What did we do, you know? And the two of
us were in an absolute state 'cos I think it was the
fright as well, you know, the unexpected thing. And
I needed the loo. I think it was the cold corridor. It
was a very cold corridor and I needed the loo. And
I remember looking out in the corridor and I was crying,

my eyes were all -- and I was shouting down the corridor
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for the teacher to come to let me go to the loo. And
she came back along, didnae listen to me and shoved me
back in the room, and the rest of it is a bit of a haze
for me. I feel as if I've maybe had an out-of-body
experience at the time or something, because the rest of
it, I can't really remember.

Do you remember seeing Mrs Fletcher or Miss Fletcher?
Yes, yes.

What happened?

I can remember that bit, wi her coming in, and that was
after -- I think that was after -- I have a -- you know
that way, it's like a light going on and off? 1I've got

a memory of being in the toilet washing something at the

sink, erm, with {adls shouting at me, you know,
shouting over me, and me crying. I've got that memory,
so.

According to my sister I wet myself. I can't
remember it. I can't remember. And then she took me
back in -- I remember that bit, being in at the sink and
being taken back into the room where my sister --

Miss Fletcher was sitting on a kinda wing-back chair
with my sister standing in front of her and I got kinda
shoved over and she just belted the two of us.

What did she use to belt you?

It was a leather strap.
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oer again the night, plan it the night, to get oot of
here.

If I can take you back to when you were placed by

Miss , I think you said in a room?

Yeah.

Was there something about the room that concerned you?
Yes.

What was that?

They told us the place was haunted by two sisters.

And who told you that?

Miss Miss Robertson, probably they two mostly.
And what were you told?

There's two sisters haunting the corridors in this
house, the two sisters that owned the house previously,
the Coats sisters.

And what impact did that have on you?

Oh, absolutely terrified, especially getting locked in
a dark room, you know, thinking all sorts. The terror
was unreal. I think that's -- I know what an anxiety
attack is now I'm older. I didn't know what it was
then, but I think I had my first anxiety -- massive
anxiety attack that day.

Now, I had been asking you about bed-wetting.

Yes.

And I think we have moved on from that, but what can you
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tell me about bed-wetting? What did you see?
Humiliation, absolute humiliation. People getting
humiliated in front of everyone. You know, if you wet
the bed, 'Oh, you're disgusting', and, you know, hitting
people for wetting their bed.

Who did that?

Mainly Robertson. I know I keep going back to her, but
it's mainly her that I remember was the one that was
brutal. a bit. [SUENN i< a pit. But I think
Robertson was more present during the day, you know,
from the morning till evening.

And what happened to -- let's assume a girl has wet the
bed and has become --

They would get sent out, outside the dormitory, if

they -- you know, at night, if they -- I think one or
two in ma dormitory had got up and said -- and that was
, that one. And they would get sent to sit

outside in the corridor, the cold corridor if they wet
the bed, and get into trouble.

And in the morning, if a bed was found to have been wet?
Oh, it was terrifying, absolutely.

What would happen?

Apparently a lot of them tried to cover it up but,
again, physical punishment, you know?

You tell us about an incident where you saw a little
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The other thing that I didnae add is the change in
the manner of the teachers when we left -- we were
leaving. I remember getting a smile from Miss
and I thought it was very strange. I was like: where
did that come fae? I havenae seen that the whole time
I was here and all of a sudden you're smiling at me, you
know? You looked at me like a piece of something you'd
wiped off your shoe for weeks, and all of a sudden
you're smiling at me, you know?

But you didn't catch chickenpox so you were --

I didn't, no, but it was a panic. It was a scary
moment, you know?

And the three girls who did have chickenpox, were they
supposed to leave on the same bus as you?

Yes, yes, and they were absolutely devastated. They
were crying their eyes out. They were trying -- the
teachers were holding them back. They were trying to
come wi us. And they were really, really -- it was dead
sad. It was really sad. But I'm afraid
self-preservation came in for me, I was only thinking
aboot getting me and my wee sister oot of there. I was
like, I'm just happy I've no got them, you know.

There were other girls on the bus as well, leaving at
that same time?

Yes, yeah.
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A.

Is there anything else you would like to say to the
Inquiry?
I think just for myself, the shock I got looking back on
what happened there, when I saw the article in the
_ and I sat and thought about it and
I thought, I feel as if I've been depressed all my life.
I feel I've struggled with depression my entire life.
And I thought: noo, was I depressed before I went there
or was it there that it started, you know? And I've got
a sister that's seven years older than me, she was
staying wi my granny at that particular time, but I gave
-- I called her. She'd come back when we come out the
residential school, and I gave her a call and I didn't
tell her anything about the -- what I'd seen in the
papers. She didn't know anything about Fornethy at all.
And I just said to her: was there a point in my life
where I changed and became this depressing wee lassie?
Cos everybody used to make jokes, [[ENJl}} and her wee,
black cloud, things like that. And she said: 'Aye, come
to think of it, roond about 9 or 10 you became really
nervous and scared-looking'. And I was like, wow. Wow,

you know.

LADY SMITH: And that would be the age you were when you

A.

were in Fornethy?

Yes. Yes.
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MR MACAULAY: Well, thank you, [ENI
Can I just give the reference to the statement and
that's WIT-1-000000735.
Thank you very much.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

A. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: 'Jane', thank you so much for coming this
morning. I can see that it's taken its toll of you, but
yvou have added considerable value to the written
evidence that I already had, with the clear and careful
evidence that you've given to me.

A. Thank you very much.

LADY SMITH: I hope the rest of today is more restful for
you and you can leave this with us, knowing that you've
made a great contribution to the work here. 1I'm really
grateful to you.

A. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: Now, a couple of names before I rise for the
lunch break. The first one is the applicant's own name,
. That's not to be used outside this room,
because she 1s anonymous and using the pseudonym 'Jane',
so she's not to be referred to by her own name as being
in our evidence.

The other is somebody who I've already mentioned
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last week and that was Miss , or some people refer
to her as Jjust . Again, she 1s protected by my
General Restriction Order and not to be identified
outside this room.

Was there somebody else I have missed?

MR MacaULAY: [l I think, was mentioned.

LADY SMITH: O©Oh, and - -‘r at one point, yes, which
would be a shorthand for the applicant's sister, whose
identity is protected by my General Restriction Order.

So that's it till 2 o'clock.

MR MACAULAY: Till 2 o'clock.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

(12.53 pm)

(The luncheon adjournment)

(2.05 pm)

LADY SMITH: Ms MacLeod.

MS MACLEOD: My Lady, the next witness is an applicant who
will use the pseudonym 'Anne'.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

'Anne' (affirmed)

LADY SMITH: 'Anne', thank you so much for coming along this
afternoon to provide oral evidence to the Inquiry, and
that of course is in addition to the written evidence
that you've always -- already provided to me, and it's

been really helpful to have that in advance.
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facing the wall for ages while she sat in a seat. That

'Me and [my friend] spoke many times about running
away, but we were too scared to. I don't remember
hearing about anybody running away.

'On one of the first nights I was there, I got out
of the shower and while I was still wet,
put me over her knee and hit me three or four times with
a slipper over my bare, wet bottom. This was done in
front of the other girls. It happened to me at least
three times during my time there.

'All too often, I felt I was getting a slap for
nothing. You would get the belt in a normal outside
school and you would know why you got it, but in
Fornethy the staff hit you for nothing and just whenever
they felt like it.

'It's strange that the reason I was sent to Fornethy
was because of my weight after a medical examination,
yet during my time there I was never weighed, nor was
I sat down and had my health discussed. At no time did
they address whatever the reason was for me being there,
so it does beg the question of why I was ever sent to
Fornethy.

'There was nobody to tell what was happening to us

at Fornethy House. You were too scared to speak.
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'I am not sure who arranged it, but when we were

living in Glasgow I was sent to Fornethy House.

I didn't know what the name of it was until recently.

I was told that I was going to a holiday camp. I am not
aware of any social workers visiting the house before

I went there.

'I have no memories of who took me or how I got to
Fornethy. It was definitely summertime and I had just
finished Primary 1. I would have been either 5 or 6.

I have a vague recollection that I may have been at
Fornethy on more than one occasion, but I cannot
remember when the other occasion was or how old I would
have been.

'Fornethy House was a massive, white building. As
you go in, the room to the left was the classroom.
Opposite that was a big office. Further along was
a tuck shop on the wall. Up a few steps was a long dorm
with half a dozen beds on each side. My bed was second
on the left. There was an archway leading through to
other dorms.

'"The only staff that I remember was a wee, fat woman
with purple hair who would have been in her 30s or 40s.

There was another woman who was skinny and there was

a man called gl

'There was possibly around 30 other girls there and
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also had chickenpox. Looking back, I suppose this was
probably to stop us spreading it to the other girls.

I was covered in calamine lotion. We were told not to
scratch by the wee, fat woman and if we did, she shouted
at us then slapped us across the head.

'The male member of staff called was a bit
creepy. I actually remember him as "". If
he met me in a corridor he would put his arms around me
and cuddle me and call me darling. At the same time, he
would be rubbing his private parts against me.

'"There were three occasions when there were
incidents with visiting gentlemen. Each time
came into the dorm when I was sleeping, but I have no
idea what time it was. He took me down into a room,
which was a staffroom or their sitting room, and it had
a big fireplace. 1In the room there were three or four
smartly dressed men. left and there were no
other members of staff there. One man encouraged me to
go and speak to him and he showed me his pocket watch.
He was wearing a green checked suit with a waistcoat.
He had silvery grey hair and spoke very properly. He
put his hands down his pants and he made me put my hand
on his private parts. There were other girls about the
same age as me with the other men and they were doing

the same thing to them.
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'Exactly the same thing happened the second time.

On the third occasion, the same man made me kneel on the
floor then tried to push my head towards his private
parts. When he did this I ran out of the room and went
back up to my bed. I was curled up in a ball and I was
sobbing, hiding under my covers. The next morning the
wee, fat woman battered me because I had run out of the
room away from the gentleman. As far as I'm concerned,
she pimped us out to these men. put me in that
room, so him and the wee fat woman obviously knew what
was going on.

'There was no one I could have told when I was at
Fornethy. There was no one I could trust. I was Jjust
put in Fornethy and left there until it was time to come
out.

'TI am not sure how long I was at Fornethy, but it
must have been quite a few weeks. I don't remember
leaving, but I do recall travelling back in the car with
a woman I got to know as Lady Lyle. This was the first
time I had met her.

'Lady Lyle came to Fornethy and drove me to Perth
Train Station. My mum and sister came to meet me.

I lived with my mum for a while in a caravan and in
several other houses she lived in with various partners.

A good bit of time I also stayed with my granny who
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suggested that [I] could have been there.
'In 2020, I happened to be watching the TV news and

an article came on about abuse that took place at

white building and I immediately recognised it as the

place I had been sent for my holiday camp. I put the

name "Fornethy" _and it came back with
other _ where there were_ from other

women who had suffered abuse at Fornethy. It brought it
all back to me.

'I have no objection to my witness statement being
published as part of the evidence to the Inguiry.
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are
true.'

'Kathleen' signed the statement on 30 August 2021.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

I think that's it for today then, Ms MacLeod, until
tomorrow, when we should be starting with a witness in
person; is that right?

MS MACLEOD: A witness in person at 10 o'clock, that's the
plan, my Lady.
LADY SMITH: Yes. Very well. Before I get up and leave,

one more name, somebody that we have mentioned before,
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